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. Sagradas Escrituras. 
eae Fueron testigos en el acto de este cereménia, __ a 
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(Firmado ae 
. ; Pastor de la igiosia Ev. Luthrana deere em 
@ - Es Fiel: copia tomada del Libro de Actas ya mencionada, en © _ OL eee 
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( Sello de la Iglesia) 


Copy of a letter written by Gerhard Ostrem to Pastor Gisselquist. The. carbon copy 
is on very thin paper with writing on both sides, making it impossible to obtain a 
legible photocopy. Typewritten copy made by Hildur Morck, June 26, 1993. 


Luther Seminary 
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 
Jan. 2, 1945 


Dear Brother Gisselquist, 
A Blessed New Year to you and yours in the Precious Name of Jesus. . 


Well, here I am in Saskatoon. Arrived here this morning and plan to study here 
two or three months as I mentioned to you before. I pray that my stay here this 
while may be beneficial both to me and to the work in Colombia. 


Thank you for your letter and the reclassification report and card. I am 
glad the(y) placed me in that place as that should take away the difficulties 
which otherwise might arise in connection with getting papers later on for going 
out again. 


There is another matter too I wish to write you about, which I am sorry I didn't 
think quick enough to bring up at the meeting when the Board members were together. 
It is that of the baptism of children in Colombia. I wrote to Benjamin also yester- 
day, but will be mailing that when I mail this. I shall write here the same as I 
did to him about it: 


Which children shall we baptize out on the field? Of course, the baptized 
members’ children. But when some want to recognize the R.C. baptism then when, 
what, which and whom? Some may come to ask us to baptize merely to avaid the fee 
the priest charges. Others might do so for some differences they may. have with the 
priest or R.C., or it may be an ilegitimate child. Others have been attending the 
meetings but have not come to a definite acceptance of Christ as. their Savior. They 
may appear sincere towards the Gospel as far as they. have come. They approve of it - 
speak for it ~ may be active inviting people to the meetings + may be active selling 
Bibles and giving out tracts, but not have had the New Birth themselves: It may 
appear that they will be saved and seem most probable that they.will. follow the 
Gospel. Others have manifested openly and publicly that they have experienced 
salvation in Christ. Some of these latter ones are baptized. Others are not al- 
though some have asked for baptism. 


I wish you, yes and the Board, to study those matters so as to help us solve 
the problem. I have been thinking as to what we should do, but I. wish to hear your 
thoughts about it. In all cases there should be hopes that the child be instructed 
in the Word afterward if he is to. be baptized. 

What about children who appear to be sick and apt to die any time? Some have 
come and the child has seemed at the point almost of death ~ one did die shortly 
after,and asked us to baptize the child. We out there decided to baptize in such 
cases. I baptized two such children. 


What can we do that there might be a greater response in support: to the work? 
I mean for instance (at least it appears thus to me) we should have some buildings 
in the Mission out on the Field. If we had mission owned main stations, it would 
seem better for the work for various reasons. 
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Might it not be helpful and beneficial to use the envelope. system as for 
instance, the L.B.I. uses? I shall enclose one herewith. We could write on or 
print on the envelope the various phases of the work that they could give to. 


If we decide on that I would like to have the envelopes when I again begin 
travelling after my stay here. I would like you to study this. some too and let me 
know. I believe it is necessary to let the needs be known in a definite way 
so that people might better know how to both pray and to give. 


Thanks for the invitation to come to the Mid-Winter Conference. I would have 
enjoyed to be there, but it will be impossible the way it appears for this time. 


In closing I greet you all in Jesus Name. 


Yours in Him, 


/s/ GERHARD OSTREM 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS of tHe Aenean Lutheran Church of Amorca 


425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 7 TELEPHONE: MAIN 6583_ y CABLE ADDRESS: MADAKINA. 


REV. J. A. AASGAARD, D.D., Th.D. ; 

nie Regia aaa s Office of Mission Secretary 
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Treasurer of the Church 


My dear Pastor Morck: 


Thank you for that letter written from Miami November 25th. I appre- 
ciated your giving me the slides and shall use them in the new lec- 
tures which I am just preparing. I know that you will take more pic- 
tures of the same quality and they are going to be of tremendous help 
to us. Interest pictures like you took-in Mexico will suit the lec- 
ture very well. 


Now you are with our dear friends in Colombia. I know that you re- 
joice to know that the Lord has brought you thus far. It is all very 
new to you, but I remember with what keen anticipation I looked into 
the faces of the peonvle and the villages where I traveled. May the 
Lord help you in every way and-guide you men as you enter into this 
new service for Him. I want to assure you that we will do all in our 
power to rouse up interest amongst our people to give and to pray.for 
the work you are doing. I believe that God has His hand in all of 
this. We need to keep close to Him so that He can speak to us. 


Kindly greet all the friends there, the Quanruds, Mrs. Salta, Miss 
Danielson, and others. God grant you many joys as you serve Him. 


May the Lord grant you and your loved ones the richest blessings that 
earth and heaven can bestow. With kindest greetings. 


Your brother in Christ, 


Q.S. Amy 
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425 S. Fourth Street 
Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 


CIRCULAR 


‘To the Missionaries of the 
N. L. C. A. 


On February 1, 1945 the following salary scale became 
effective: 


(8 nnKwe) After After 

Basic Salary lst term end term 
Married missionaries $1600.00 $1900.00 $2200.00 
Single Men 1000.00 1200.00 1400.00 
Single Women 900.00 1050.00 1200.00 


In accordance with the rules governing the increase in salary, 
the furlough allowances of $100.00 for the furlough period 

for married missionaries, $50.00 for single missionaries and 
child allowances of $75.00 per year per child are discontinued. 


Up until February 1, 1945, our Board paid the full ten per 
cent of the missionary's salary to the Pension Fund of our 
Church. However, the new rules provide thet the missionaries 
are on the same basis as pastors in the homeland - that is - 
the Board will vay the equivalent of six per cent of the 
salaries to the Pension Fund, and four ver cent will be de- 
ducted by the office. 


gohn KE. Gronli 


Mission Secretary 
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THE SIXTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE: 


_ The Sixth Annual Conference of the Colombia Ev,Lutheran Mission of 
So. America was held in Duitama, August 8th-11th,1945, We were indeed 
happy for the safe return of Rev, and Mrs, Gerhard Ostrem and family, and 
that they too, could be with us at the comference, as well as Rev, and 
Mrs, Harold Olsen and their family; and Rev. Hans Thoresen, all of the 
Norwegian Luth, Ch, and Rev. Morck of the Danish Luth, Church, 


The conference was duly opened Wed, Aug.8th,,by the elected chair-. 
man, Missionary Olger Quanrud, After speding some tine in silent prayer 
in memory of our beloved former president Rev. Trygve Salte, (who passed 
away Sept.30th.1944) we sang , Jesus Priceless Treagure,. 


_A devotional message was given by Missionary Olger Quanrud, using the 
theme, Short Prayer>that were Heard, After a blessed season of prayer Rev, 
Harold Qlsen, :gave a Bible study in I Peter, Pointing out especially that 
the sufferings of Christ should be our testimony to the lost and dying 
world, Our faith is tryed and our hope is strengthened, in our suffer- 
ings for Ghrist, But if we dy our misconduct or harsh words bring about 
sufferings, in this we cannot find consolation, for it is not of Christ, 
nor is it honoring te His Name, 


Business: 
cee e secretary's reports were read and accepted, 
2. The treasurer's reports were read and the following were chosen as 
auditors, Rev. Andrew Larson and Miss Elizabeth Heerde,. 
3. Greetings from the Scandinavian Alliance Mission were read, 
4, A general discussion was held concerning our territory and that if 
we do not occupy Casanare soon others will. 
Afternoon Session; 
; Mrs, Harold Olsen, led the devotional hour using as her text, The 
Longsufferings of Christ. God is Longsuffering with His people and we 
should be a pattern to others of His Longsufferings. 
: Mrs, Andrew Larson, than gave a Bible study in I Peter I, Laying 
stress on the truth that we have a living hope to give to these people be- 
cause of the resurrection of Jesus Christ; and as begotten children of God 
we should be becoming children- of prayer, of knowledge, and of purity... 


Business: 
A general discussion was held on the following points: 
1. Giving time to Rev. Allan, our guest speaker, 
2, The possibility of conducting Daily Vacation Bible School, 
3, Keeping Aracely Leal, as one of our teachers in the day school, 
4, Our need for more National workers. 


Thursdey Morning: 

: 3. Olger Quanrud led the devotional hour using as her text Phil.3: 
7-14, The trails of Paul's life were a means of strengthing his faith to. 
press on to the high ealling of God, 

Rev, Allan, of Bucaramanga our honored guest brought us an interestin 
and edifying message,. relative to his experiences, during his thirty-five 
years of Missionary service here in Colombia, He also gave us some father- 
ly advise for carrying on our work, He stressed the importance of finding 
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out what each Missionary is able to do; se that one Missionary will not 

be too impdtant and that Christ will be ALL important... We should not be 
satisfied to settle only in one place and.water just a few trees, but 
¥ather be mindful of the many trees still out yonder that also must be 
cared for, Many problems are solved as we walk, therefore, we need only 
to keep going, having ever before us as our ch¥f concern-the salvation 

of the lost. and dying souls. (A letter which Rev. Allan, wrote to the con- 
ference, containing his message as given to us, has been typed and sent to 
all ‘i our stations, and to the Home Boards; a copy also has been put on 
file : : 


Rev, and Mrs, Gerhard Ostrem brought us greetings from HOME and also 
expressed their joy in. being back in Colombia after a year's furlo in the 
States and Canada, 

‘Bhursday Afternoon; 
; After the singing, of, Father again in Jesus Name we meet, Rev, Allan 
led an open forum hour which proved to be very helpful and inspiring. The 
following is a resume of the advise he gave in response to our questions: 
1. Missionary work was first started in 1856, In 1910 there were elevel 
Missionaries in Colombia, In 1920 a letter of appeal for more Miss- 
ionories, was sent to other big Church bodies. It was the smaller 
Missions that responded to the appeal and the most progress has bee 
made within the last fifteen years, 
2. Schools are always a great stimulent to the work and provides for 
opportunities of contact, 
3. Advancement is made more rapidly were there is a center for meetings 
4, A Colombian teacher should teach one year for every year she has 
attended the Institute, 
5. Normal Schools and Bible Institutes should be for those who have 
possibilities, It is necessary to weed out those who are not prom- 
ising students, .If one third become workers it is a good average, 


Business Session; 
v. Gerhard Ostrem, took possesion of the chair. 

Motion was made seconded and carried to contact the teachers who are 
now with us teaching in our territory, on the matter of continuing to work 
with us instead of accepting another offer, Advising them of the short 
course and also a raise of salary, 


Tentative placement of the teachers resulted as follows: 
Vicenta Diaz ---- La Aguda, 

Aracely Leal ---~ Mousa, or one of the Cocuy schools. 
Silveria.Diaz ---- Soata. 

Isabel Diaz ---- Santa Ana, 

Dolores :Graz ---- La Chapa, 

Fideligna Ayala -- One of the Gocuy schools. 

Gustavo Fernandez -- Parpa. 


The’ following are motions that were made and carried: 
1. To consider with the director of the Bible Institute the placing of 
Pausanias Wilches and Proceso Mora during vacation. 
2. To approach Juan Montoya on the matter of working with us during the 
vacation months, and also encourage him to consider asin the enter- 
ing of our Institute, 


eect ip 


-3- 


3. That we retain Trinidad instead of turning it over to the El Morra 
Mission, who have asked us for it, 
. 4, The session was adjourned with prayer, 


Thursday evening, our regular Bible study, open to the public, Rev, 
Allan, gave the message, 


Friday Morning; 

The devotional hour was led by Rev. Harold Olsen, He used as his 
meditation the follewing three expressions, which are indeed lelpful to us 
in our Christian life: 1) It is finished. 2) It is written, 3) It is I, 

Rev, Hans Thoresen then gave the Bible study in I Peter 2, If men do 
not leng for the spiritual milk of the gospel it is because we fail in our 
presentation of the sweetness of Christ. Christjthe living stone can be 
to us a stumbling block- in this that He wants us to be nothing and Christ 
everything, The main sacrifice in the. Old Testament was a lamb without 
spot or blemish, My body, is the temple of God. My heart, is the altar; 
and the sacrifice, is myself. We need to thus, be empy vessels through 
which God can work, 


Business: 

Motion was made seconded and carried to uphold the motion made in Bo- 
gota, Dec, 27-28,1944; concerning the Joint @onference of the Celmosa Mission 
and that of the Church Bodies, 


A motion was adopted to grant a voice and a vote to the Missionaries 
of the two Church Bodies, concerning matters effecting them and their work, 


Friday Afternoon: 
Rev, Ostrem, led in scripture reading and prayer; after wee we sang, 
Nearer, My God, to one : 


Business: 
A financial report of the Boy's Institute was given by the director, 
Bev. Arnfelt Morek, 
The following are motions that were made and carried: 
1. That the auditors of the Celmosa Mission audit the Institute Booksgd 
2, That the expenses which are over and above that which has been allot- 
ted to both Institutes for the board of the students for this year be 
met with either special gifts or the Mission, 
3. That the expenses of the students, during vacation, who are placed 
at the various stations, be left to the decision of the director 
and the committee, 
‘4, That the propositons of the Bible Institute and the Colegio be left 
in the hands of a resolution committeee,. 
Missionary Olger Quanrud, Rev. Harold Olsen and Mrs, “mdrew iaenou: 


-were elected as the resolution committee, to study the propositions of the 


Bible Institute and the Colegio as presented by Rev. Morck and Rev, Thore- 
sen, respectively. : 


It was suggested that the maid at the Soata station should be kept. 

Discussion: That the possibility of Pascal Salva's two children enter- 
ing our Institutes be considered; and that they be sent further information 
with regard to the requirements of our Institutes. This information is to 
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sent by the directors. 

The following are motions that were made and carried: 

1. That a written statement concerning the return of Geraldo Wilches 
and Babriel Manrique of the Bible Inst., be given to Rev. Thoresen. 

2. That.Missionary Olger Quanrud.send.a reply to Vitalina Manrique in. 
regard to the Mission's stand on giving a scholarship. (Beca 

3. In view of the fact that there are certain omissions in the Consti- 
tution and the Articles of the By Lews it was thought best to at 
this time declare the present constitution invalid; and to over 
rule the motion of its acceptance made in 1943; also the motion re- 
garding the election of officers made in 1944, Thae executive 
committee to study the constitution again and include that which 
has been omitted. 

4, Meeting adjourned, Rev, Morck closea@ with prayer. 


Saturday Morning: oo 
Miss Heerde gave the Bible study in I Peter 3, 'Likemindedness' was 


her central thought, If we all possessed the lowliness.of mind-the mind 

of Christ, we would esteem others better than ourselves, and then there 
would be no disharmony @een among God's children, but rather unity and love. 
God has promised to keep us in perfect peace when our minds are stayed on 
Him, A season of prayer followed this message, and the singing of, 'Oh 
Master let. me walk with Thee,' 


Business; 

ev, Allan read aletter to the Conference, (It is this letter that 
contains his message as given to us Thurs, Aug.9th, in regard to the amal- 
gamation of the Celmosa Mission with the Church Bobies.) 

The following are motions that were made and carried: 

1. That Miss Heerde, teach Daily Vacation Bible School in all places 

possible were other teachers are not available. 

2. To continue using our present catechism until the other one is 

available, which will be ordered for use by our Home Board, 

3. Rev. Gerhard Ostrem, to be used in evangelistic and itinerary work 

until the Mission should decide other wise, 

4, That Rev, Allan's, letter be sent to each Mission station as well 

_ as to the Celmosa Boaré and this oard of the N.L.C. & U.D.L.C. 

5. That the constitution be adopted again with the revision and the 
additions made by the executive committee, in the constitution and 
the articles of the By-Laws, 

6. That the conference held in Duitama Aug, 8thelith, go on record as 
reaffiriming and upholding the historical positon of the Lutheran 
Church as ascribed to in the Celmosa constitution, That is, in re- 
gard to baptism and rebaptism, This means we will teach, that any 
baptism given in the Name of the. Triume God, using water, is valid 
and is not to g be repeated, 


7. We adjourned, with the singing of—Jesus, Lover of My Soul, 
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The resolution committee presented the propositions made by the Inste 
and the Colegio, in the form of a motion, each one was acted upon 
separately. They are the following: 


Institute in Duitama. 

That it be called ‘Instituto Biblico Luterano' 

That its purpose and aim be to train Christi ans to be more effective 
witnesses for Christ in their own communities; grounding them in 
the Word and principles of Christian Doctrine (Lutheran Doctrine } 
To recruit and train workers for more specialized or full time ser- 
vice, and to prepare the student for Theological study until higher 
standards for seminary-entrance can be set up. (Even when this is 
attained we might receive directly into the seminary the most cap- 
able and consecrated of the Institute graduates, as for example the 
Presbyterians do from their Institute at Ibague, ) 


That the course of studies be planned by the director of the Insti- 
tute together with the faculty and the Junta Gonsultiva, 


That the students, who in the judgment of the director, are Ccap- 
able- be employed in Christian work during vacation months, under 
the direction of a Missionary, as a part of their training, That 
requests for such student workers be submitted to the director at 
least a month before the close of the school year and that he place 
the students in consideration of these requests and the advise of 
the Mission committeeg 


Note: The chief reason for suggesting that the placing of the 
students be.left largely in the hands of the director is that he 
has the best opportunity to know their abilities and spiritual con~ 
dition, and it is his duty to watch over their soulstandad thdir: spirat 
ual and mental development while at achool. This practical train- 
ing should also be considered as a part of their schooling, This 
does not mean that the desires of a Christian community, or congre- 
gation or Missionaries; to have a certain student as their worker; 
would be disregarded; provided such a request could be granted with 
out danger to the spiritual well-being of the student or the group 
which desires his service, (It would only be a means of safe guard- 
ing the well being of both student and group) 

That were a congregation or group can do so they are to pay 
his expenses, where not possible, the Mission will pay. This to be 
left to the discretion of the director and the executive committee, 


That a preparatory course of a year be established as soon as 
possible, for the benefit of those who enter with little secular 
edueation. (We are seriously handicapped in our teaching because 
of the inequality of the students.) 


Finances; What should be done about the cost of board? Who shall 
pay, student or Mission or both? a, x 

Suggestions: That students contribute $15.00 pesos a month to 
their board and that the amount still lacking to cover the actual 
cost of living (which at present can probably be kept down to 
$25.00 pesos a month) be met by gifts from the Christian community 
(Colombian) or from the Mission treasury, as may be practicable or 
advisable, 


see 
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Note: Each student, and the makid eat from $4.00 to $5.00 pesos 
in potatoes a month, Could friends in the Cocuy territory.sent pota- 
toes? Most of our potatoes that we have to buy come from Cocuy. 
Could others contribute other items or money? 

These matters were left to the discretion of the director and 
the Junta Consultiva. 


Some ‘Questions: 

a) From what source shall the personal text and reference books 
of the students be provided; from their own pockets, from the Mission 
or elsewhere? 

b) How shall the money, $5.00 pesos a month per student, be used 
which the Institute receives for English classes to the public? 
Could this.be the solution to question "a"? 

. c) Is the Institute obligated to provide board for seddents who 
may stay.on during the short July vaétion? It will usually be very 
inconvenient (and provide no relaxation) to keep the Institute két- 
chen open during this time, But of twe evils this would seem more 
advisable than paying their fare home and back to the Institute, as K 
been done in some cases.) Could not such students ‘batch it‘* in 
their own living quarters? 

d) What shall be done to provide physical recreation for the 
students? (We have not a square foot of play ground) A humble . 
suggestion, for part of the solution; That 'Don Andres' lend the 
Institute his horse shoes. We may find a place in the street to set 
up @ game, 

-e) What shall be done about supplying kitchen utencils, dishes, 
ete., for the Institute? Where shall the boys wash their cloths? 

These matters were left to the discretion of the director and 
the Junta Consultiva, 


A'tRefresher Course' or Vacation School. 

. That the Mission provide a free course for a month for teachers 
and Christian workers, where specialized instruction be given in 
doctrine, a Bible study course, teaching methods, music, practical 
problems, and other subjects that may be deemed necessary, And that 
the staff for this course be provided by combined forces of school 
staff on the field and other Missionaries. That this be equally a 
spiritual retreat for the up-building and reconsecration of workers. 
The material to be presented to be left to the teaching staff. 

Nov,20-Dec.15,1945, have. been set aside as tentative dates for 
such a course this year. Rev. Morck and Mrs. Larson are to ff be 
the instructors, 


That a book agency be established on the field, under the di- 
rection of a Missionary, elected at this present conference, whose 
duty it shall be, immediately to proceed with the necessary steps to 
set up a book store, That he receive recognition as an agency from 
other stores and publisning houses in @olombia and abroad. That he 
be ready at the earliest possible date to go into business and order 
our books for us, 


_ Suggestions for a name for the book store could be submitted to 
this individual, Here are some: ‘Libreria Luterana' ‘Libreria 
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Boyac&! ‘El Faro' ‘El Testigo' (already taken by Luther House in 


“Puerto Rico.).  - 


- A recomendation was made that this agency be in Duitama with 
Missionary Olger Quanrud as the book agent. This recomendation was 
made a motion and so moved and carried, 


Station request to the Celmosa Conference the following: 

That, due to circumstances as outlined in a letter to the secretary 

of the Mission, La Sefiorita Fideligna AyalaN., the day school tea- 
cher, be granted.a special permit to enter El Colegio Luterano as a 
special student to prepare herself to teach grades four and five, 

That her full board and half of her salary or $7.50 per month be givey 
her until the normal end of the school year in November and that 
special arrangements be sought for the remainder of the term of El 
Colegio, This matter was left, to be taken care of by the director 
and the Junta Consultiva, 


That in regard to the day school the following items go into effect: 
a) That plans be made for the teaching of grades four and five and . 
_ that. they be thus taught, if there proves to be four or more stu- 
dents who will promise to attend. : 
b) That in view of the shortage of teachers, La Sefiorita Fideligna 
. teach all five grades in Soat&-if other schools now functioning 
have teachers, If not she is to teach where needed most. 
c) That the fees of the school shall be as follovs: 
._ 1. One peso matricubation per child regardless of the number of 
children from each family. 
2. That the monthly fees shall be as follows: 
$1.00 for one child from a family. 
$2.00 for children from the same family. 
$2.50 for three or more children from the same family over 
three to be left to the discretion of the station head, 
da) That each child must furnish his own paper and books. 


e) That a high standard of discipline be maintained at all times. 
That classes shall begin each day at 8:00 a.m, and 1:00 p.m. but 
_that a child shall not be counted tardy until ten minutes after 
eight or ten minutes after one at which time the door shall be 

closed and not one who comes after that time shall be allowed to 
enter and shall be counted as absent, That three times absent ¢Aft 
each month shall be counted as sufficient reason for the child to 
be expelled from school unless it can be proved with a medical 
statement that the child was sick any one or all of those three 
times, That thus expelled a child shall not be allowed to re- 
enter without re-matriulation which shall constitute the paying 

of an additional fifty centavos and; that no child shall be allow 
ed to matriculate more than three times during any one year, 

These standards were left to the discretion of the station head, 


f) That Rev. Thoresen, be given a student to work with him after the 


_ Colegio is.closed and until the Institute opens agian, said stu- 
dent to stay in Soata, under Rev, Thoresen's direct supervision, 


TL; Educational Investigation: 


In as much as we are a growing Missionlwhich hopes and purposes to do 
all possible for the extension of 60d's Kingdom and which recognizes 
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the fact that a well-balanced and a well-directed program of educa- 
@ tion is an essential for both¢ the life and the growth of any Miss- 

ion wishing to extend the Kingdom of God; we,therefore, take the 

following steps to bring such a program of eduaation into effect: 


A, The creation of an office (to be filled by one man) entitled -- -- 
Educational Investigator, ; 
B, That the duties of his office shall be to investigate the education- 
. @l systems of Colombia, as welt as of other countries, and the possi- 
bilities of edudtion on our own field. 


C, That the scope of this investigation shall be all the years inclu- 

. sively from the primary departments up through the higher edueational 
departments including a seminary for the training of pastors. This 
scope shall also include any specialized schools such as Normal. or 
Bible Institutes, In other words, the scope of this investigation 
shall be anything that pertains to education, secular or religious 
(exclusive of Sunday Schools) past, present, and future on the field 
of the Colombia Ev, Lutheran Mission, 


D, That this office shall be created and become active as of this con- 
ference date Reodbthe regular yearly conference 1945 of the Celmosa 
Mission and shall continue in effect for a period of approximately 
one year and be terminated at the next regular yearly conference ¢ 
the Celmosa Mission in 1946, 


@ E, That at said conference in 1946 or 1947 shall be submitted for dis- 
cussion and approval a draft of an educational plan suitable to the 
needs of the extension of God's Kingdom through the Celmosa Mission, 


F, That the Educational Investigator be authorized to follow any course 
. he may deem necessary to gain the information needed to formulate 
such a plan such as: Travel throughout any part of Colombia; the 
writing of letters of inquiry; the consultation with anyone from the 
Celmosa Missionaries; the authority to request the aid of any of the 
Missionaries of Gelmosa to investigate and travel inhis. stead and 
to make reports to him, 


G, That he be given the necessary funds for such investigation, 
Rev, Harold Olsen, was elected to be the Educational Investigator. 


II. El Colegio Luterano;: 
_. Be it resolved as follows; 


A, That the governing principles shall be the following: 


1. That El Colegio Luterano, in all matters pertaining to its plan 
of education and its standards of conduct, shall be founded upon and 
guided by the teachings and practices of Jesus Christ and shall al- 
ways have as its heart and soul a living vital and personal salvation 
through Christ our Lord, That the means through which it shall set 
forth and seek to know Christ shall be the Holy Scriptures of the 61d 
@ and New Testaments as interpreted by the official symbols of the | 
Lutheran.Church and that Luther's Small Catechism shall be the funda- 
mental basis for religious training within the classes of the Colegio 
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2, a) That the purpose of El Colegio Luterano shall be to offer a 
well-rounded, general education with a Christian foundation and di- 
rective that the youth of the land may be better prepared to live a 
Christ-centered life; may be better prepared to lead and guide their 
nation by taking an active, intelligent and Christian part in its 
activities as carried on in both the local communityand in the nation 
as a whole, and that they may be better prepared to be of service in 
the building of the Kingdom of God. That for the present this gen- 
eral course of education ahall consist of three years of study, each 
year £f which shall be approximately six months, but that this term 
shall be lengthened to eight months or longer as soon as possible and 
that this lengthening of the time ¢ the school year shall be left to 
the discretian of the director and the Junta Consultiva, 


b) That one of the immediate purposes shall be to offer a course o 
study inthe training of young women to be evangelical teachers in the 
regular. day schools of the land, That, for the time being, the three 
years of general education plus one additional year for more special- 
ized study shall be required to obtain a teachers’ certificate recog- 
nizable in all the territory of the Celmosa Mission. That it shall 
be left up to the director together with his faculty and the Junta 
Consultiva as to grades for which said certificate has value, It 
shall also be left to the director and his faculty and the Junta Con- 
sultiva to plan courses of study for the purpose of preparing young 
women to teach higher grades than those permissible by the original 
teacher's certificate, 


c) Because it is recognized, however, that due to tle present edu- 
cational conditions on the field as wll as the infancy of education 
generally in all parts of Colombia there are many different grades 
of need in many different localities and that there will naturally be 
differences in the training of young women wishing to enter the teach= 
ing profession, we wish to give the director together with his facul- 
ty and the Junta Consultiva the right to make exceptions to the pre~- 
ceeding rule of requirements for a teacher's certificate and that be 
granted for a specific time or place, 


Entrance Requirements: 
1. That the entrance requirements shall correspond to the general ed- 
ucational level prevalant on our field, That is to say, that the 
standard for entrance into the Colegio shall be raised from time to 
time as our general educational standard progresses, That for the 
present, beginning with the school term of 1946, the educational re- 
quirements shall be as follows: : 
a) Three years of primary education, 
b) Each student shall ‘have filled 14 years of age or above at en- 
. trance. : : 
c) Each student shall present two letters of recomendation, one 
. from her pastor as to her faith and character, ability. If she 
has no pastor the letter shall be from a believer or some re- 
liable person, And one of which shall be from the person who 
is supporting the student, or in case of complete self-support 
the proper testimonial shall be required as to financial condi- 
tion, 
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8, That the requirements for each student be the same as for the boys 
in the Bible Institute, 


3. Student aid; As a rule no student aid shall be given in any from by 
the Colegio. However, in needy cases which shall be considered indi- 
vidually by the director and the faculty, some form of aid may be given 
to those students who have proved themselves to have ability throughout 
three years of study and who are desirous of continuing the fourth year 
with the purpose in mind of serving the Mission as teachers in our 
schools. That the director determine how such aid be repaid after gra- 
duation, ; 


4, Vacations; That each student is responsible for her own keep dur- 
ing all vacations and that no one will be allowed to remain at the 
school during such periods without special permission from the direc- 
tor who, if permission is granted, shall arrange all details of cost 
etc., with the student, That the Mission does not promise to give work 
to any student during vacations or on termination of study, but that it 
may do so to qualified students, if there is such a need; such to be de 
termined by the director and the Junta Gonsultiva,. 


Cc. It is considered that all the above points shall be used only as a 
temporary charter for the school and that it shall serve as a govern- 
ing basis only until a full plan of education can be submitted by the 
Educational Investigator 4ib/HbbY/ bOASSL/ HOMEY) hdd / Abbi and approved : 
by the Mission Conference, It is recommeded, however, that El Colegio 
Luterano be considerd by the Educational Investigator as that school 
which may serve as the regular school of higher education in continua- 
tion of the public schools that are maintained on our field and that it 
be thought of as a school for both boys and girls in which they may 
obtain the government-required subjects for a “bachillerato." 

The meeting adjourned with the singing of the doxology. 


Saturday Evening: 
Several hymns were sung preceding a season of prayer. 


Business; 

1. It was suggested in connection with the house in Cocuy that the 
necessary amount of money needed now to meet the Sept. payment, be 
taken out of the general fund; this is to be replaced when more dona- 
tions come in, 

2. Discussion about a house in Capatemejo and Chisca: These two places. 
must be worked and we should aim to do so, ; 


The following are motions that were made and carried: 
1. To leave the possibility of obtaining a house in Capabendsa in the 
hands of the executive committee, 


2. That the proposal concerning the adult instruction Class, in order 
to make them illigable for gommunicate membership of the church, be 
left to the executive committee, and Rev. Olsen. That the committee 
and Rev. Olsen have the authority to further investigate all nece- 
Sary requirements for membership and all necessary steps for organ~ 
ization of a congregation, and that the results of their investaga- 
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tion be submitted to the other Missionaries to be met with their 
approvel or disapprovel, If approved unanimously it will become the 
method for membership and organization. 


The minutes ofthe conference were read and accepted. 
The auditing committee reported that the treasurer's and the Bible Inst: 
books were 0.K.. This report was accepted. 


The election of officers resulted asféllows: 
Rres,. --- Missionary Olger Quanrud, to serve for one year, 
V. Pres, --- Rev. Gerhard Ostrem, to serve for two years. 
Treas, --- Rev, Andrew Larson, to serve for # one year. 
Sec'y. --- Miss Elizabeth Heerde, to serve for two years, 


An informal installation of all the officers was held after which our 
new president took possesion of the chair. 


Rev. Andrew Larson, closed the conference with a short message from I 
Peter 5.. God spoke to us in words of conviction, exhortation and conso- 
lation, through our devotional hour and in the studies of I Peter. We do 
thank and praise God for these important days spent together and for His 
abiding presence, _ 


Respectfully submitted , 








Duitama, Boyaca 
Colombia, So. Am, 
Feb, 23, 1945. 


I KNOW THAT 
MY ReD.skeR LIVETH 
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; Elizabeth, Ragnihild and I have just 
Vi returned to our station after being gone 
YY three weeks, We first went to La Donua- 
LL na where the Missionary Fellowship Con- 
JH, ference for various departments of Colom- 
we bia was held this year. We were 26 mis- 
sionaries present. These yearly confer- 
~ ences have been such a blessing, and this 
one to me was a very special blessing. I 
had always loved and appreciated my fellow 


\N missionaries but I have these last months 






learned to love them more then ever, God 
only can reward them for what they have 
done for me in this time of deep sorrow. 
Only .a couple months before Trygve passed 
away he attended a conference at this very 
same place, It was really a Bible course 
for the natives. He came back so enthused 
: os ee over the blessed time he had had, also 
' telling of the prosperous work arid the fine group of believers 
there, We already then planned that we were going there to the 
Fellowship Conferénce together, Little did either one of us real- 
ig that God had such different plans and that I had to go #lcne 
oe I can only say God is love and He doeth all things well 
After six days at La Donjuana we got an early morning buss 
thatbrought us to Soat& where Trygve and I had worked the greater 
part pf our short life together, My stay there brought so many 
blessed memories back to me. I praise God for them, I do not try 
to uncerstand why God took Trygve away from me after such a very 
short blessed life together in His vineyard. While in Soata we 
_ Shared many a trakl together but God gave us grace not to be shak- 
en in our confidence in Him who always proves faithful, Hvery- 
time we saw that God thru it all designed blessings for us, Our 
assurance of His unchanging love grew stronger day by day. #arly 
last spring when God spoke to us about Duitama we could hardly be- 
lieve it for we thought we were to stay on in Soat& It was later 
made very clear that we were to leave Soat& and come here. Now as 
I look back I see God's hand in it all even tho Trygzve was to 
work here at our new station only four months. - When I realized 
that Trygve could not be well again I rebelled at God's way for it 
seemed I could not live without him, I had had him such a very 


short time and God had blessed us with such a happy life toget- 
ther, It could not be that God would really take vim avay, But 
the dey came when God gave me grace to say and really. see that 4&3 
His way is best, and I could say, ‘have Thy will Lord.’ He as- 
sured me again of His unchanging love and faithfulness and I vas 
led into « deeper experience of His love and grace. Now I am 

left with only memories of my dear husband, “iy life is mucn en- 
riched because of them. And so while God has given me more days 
to serve Him here below Trygve is rendering better service up 
there to our Lord and King, itore then ever do I long for the day 
when Jesus shall return for His own, Then I shall understand that 
which is so veiled here, 

From Soat& we went to Zl Cocuy to spend a week with Alma and 
Andrew Larson. It wos so nice to have a good visit with someone 
that has just come from the States cid home. we hod a very bless- 
4ea visit with them, On Sunday ve went to visit som believers in 
the country, A ccuple hours walk up the mountain, To me this 
visit was one of the nigh spots of our trip. One of the boys ve 
hed in our Institute here at Duit:-ma lives there ond it was to his 
home We vere invited to have « meeting, Wwe started from Bl Cocuy 
early morn so 23 to escape the very hot midday sun, By the after- 
noon quite a number of folks were gathered and the service ts 
held in a dark mud floor room, Proceso led the meeting and $od 
gave us a vefy good time together,. I-was so touched to be there 
in the midst of those souls, hungry for the truth. There was one 
old grandma there that had climbed that steep stony mountain path 
so she could “hear God's Word, There were several young people, 
Colombia's future, It was so uplifting to testify of Jesus and so 
good to listen to some of them testify that they had found the Way 
to Jesus, I shall never forget that meetim,. It wes with tears 
we hid to say good bye, The sun v.s fast disappearing behind the 
mountain and ve were supposed to be back in Cocuy for the even- 
ing. service, God only knous the many huts up these mountains that 
have souls longing for the Gospel, There must be many in the home 
lend that say no to God's call for He surely vould that these be- 
nighted souls should be renched with the Gospei. 

" We crime back by the way of Soat4, the Larsons also cime with” 
us, for 211 our :aissionaries were to meet there for a days con- 
ference, Our new mission..ries the Morcks and the Thorsens vere 
there 1lso. The Thorsens are now stztioned at Sozts .nd the morcks 
will be here in Duitams the first part of # rch to be in ch.rse of 
the boys Institute, The Gu nruds c.me here to Duitama the first + 
port of Feb, to be in ch:r,« of the stution work. . 

I spent a fev d ys ~1so in Bogot’ erranging tor my trip to 
the St-tes in April, “Exvect to lecve Bogot® by plane Avril 6th. 
so some’the foliovin, dey ve should be in Miami, I <m so hippy 
th t Miss D-nielson is also ,oing home ..t this time, Wwe will te 
xoing together as fer «s Minnexpolis. My adress at home will be, 
BSJOU, NHINNSSOTA. I vill be looking forwerd to he. ring from you 

gain. God hs trought me much blessing and comfort thru your 
letcers. May God atund ntly reward cond bless you. Tho I look for- 
vord to be united with my dear ones and friends batk home it 15 
going to be hard to leave Colombia this time, but I KNOW THAT mY 
REDEAKAR LIVETH and: even as he has proved so faithful here, I know 
He shall never fail. : 


~‘ 


Very Sincerely, 


feuds (Dele 


Gul@usk GUNPERENEE, DUINANA, SEPP. 25,26, 1946 
| Fhe mectirg was called to order by Mr. Quenrud with Seripture reading end prayer. 


Hareld Olson nominated ard elected Chairmar pro-ten, Hans Thoresan nominated 
and elected Secretary pro-te. 


Motion: 411 the missionaries now present on Celmosa field have a right to voice, 
wote und office until the next regularly called conference when it shall be 
determined by the Beard. Carried. ; 

Metion: Thet there will be two conferences yearly- Cre in January for dusiness and 
one ir midterm({Inst. vacation) for Spiritual retreat. The business sonference 
shall be held between the 5 and 15 of Jarmary while the dates of the spiritual 
conference shall tbe determined by the Supt. Cerried. 


4 diecussion cf the book of rales was held as read by the chairman pro ten. 


Koticn: fhe executive coumittes shall serve as an cdvicory board to the superinteddent 
and shall be convened a6 his discretion. Said ceemittee shell have no power of vote 
over the etperintendernt eraept in these specific esses menticfed in the general rules 
as given by the Board or when the conference sali give such power fpr specific 
preblems and for a stipulated length of time. The committee shall be composed of 

such members Ag shall be approved by the conference upon the advice of the superintendent 
Said members shall serve as the workirg committee of the migsion under the direstion 
ef the superintenégent to study, formulate ard execute the varioss departments of the 
miseion progres as isid Gewn by the copfererce and approved by the Board and shall 

be reeponsible directly to the superintendent in these duties as wali as 211 other 
matters mot rade an exneption by the conference or the Board. Carried. 


Ror. larson am Rev. Zorek 6poke of their trip te the plains. 
| Meeting adjourned until 7:30 p.m. 
Meeting called to order with prayer. 
Exprésson was eskadi for from Calmosa missionaries: 
.. Qaanrad - ascepted eall. 
Qstrem - not know, but with the field as needed. 
Larson ~- not at liberty to accert, warts to be released within two months. 
Heerde - not knew if have « place - open. 
The trial plans read. 
Motion: A couple be set asiée for the plains. Carried. 


Motion: Zhat we consider placements first. Cerried. 


Motion: That nomer suggested by the trial plovs be coneidered nowinated with any 
additional names suggested from the floor. Carried. 


Placements by vote of group: 
tunja: Guanrad Bl Cocny: Clason 
Duitems: Thoreson Plaine; Gstrem 
Directoy of Inet.: Horck 


Motion: That we keep both the single workers, isa Danielson and Miss Heerde in 
the Instituée. Uarried. 





- Motion: Phat Mrs. Thoresen and Hr. Quarrad be named as teachers. Carried. 


. Election of officers resulted as follows: 


> Sapte- Olson 

7 V. Supt.- Phoresen 
Sec. Morek 
freaes.-luarrud 


Motior: That the Executive Committee comeist of three members. Carried. 
Election of tha Exec. Coma.~ Horek, Ostrem, Thoresen. 
Motion: to 24 Journ until Thursdey et 2 p.m. Carried. 


Upon consultstion with the majority of the group it was decided to meet in the morning, 
for the first sexsion. 


deeting Was calied to order by the Superirterdent with @eripture reading ani prayer. 


A gresting from the China Sicsion was reed. Voted: thst this geeting be sokmowledged 
by a greeting from this conference. : 


Voted: Thee & Marconigran be send te Aise Bergh welooming her to Colombia. 


Voted: hat tie. Station Head inveatidante and repert te the Exec. Comm. the mort 
suitable time for the opening and. closing ef the school year. 


Voted: That the decision with respect to the Vacation Bible Sehools be left in the 
hands of the Exec. Coma. and the fuperig¢rtendent. 


(swe? 
Voted: That Gerardo Wilchesa serve the in Parse territowy during the Inet. vacation, 
the time. of service to be determined by the Missionary in charge of the territory 
and the Superintendent. 


Voted? Phat: Wilehes be offered $30.00 s month for service and thet the # Mission pay 
- pay- all. aipe eee e* = oreremmeey fore said in wane le 


Voted by those missionaries present from the E.L.C. and the U. &. Le G. that the 
following resolution be included in the minutes and sent to the Board: 

Upon the oceasion ef the trensfer of the administration of the Ceinossa 
field, we who have served on the said field under the B.leG. and the Uk. LG. 
express our sincere gretitude for the hospitality, advice and exazple received 
from the miseiorairea of the Calmose se well ae our profound respect for their 
senority in experience ard the foundation which they have laid in Christ for the 
Lutheran work in Colombia. Today we tread as it were on holy grovid, ground 
which has been sanctified by the labors, prayers, tears, and sacrifice of our 
brethren who hive prt their band to the plew of the Lord and heve cpened the 
first furrows. Therefore «e tresd with reverence ard with thankegizing to God, 
the Great Lord of the Harvest, ae we now go forth tegether bearire the Presious 
Seede 


Xfternoon Session 
Seesion was opened with the resding of Seripture ond prayer ty the Fresicert. 
Placement of teachers wos disouseed. 


Voted: That sustavo Kodrigues be approeched in regard tc hin taking & scnocl 
if he does rot continue his etudies rert yeur. 


/— s 


Yoted: That Aracely Leai be cttered the La aguidn school. 


Veted: That Fredesbinda Cristiano be approached for the school st Manes. 


Voted: fhat we investigate the possibility of a friend of Fanny Jimenes teaching 


next year. 


Voted: That plscenents fcr the remeining echocis be left to the Ex. Gown. and the 
Superintendent.: 


Voted: That the jarsons be approached with an offer te work with us one year, 
Andrew in the Sochs territery and Hrs. larson in the Institute durirg the sehool 
year and both of them in the plains during the vacution, being responsible to the 
man in charge of the plains work. Fkat they go te the pleaine befere the next 
term of the Inste if poseibie. 


Voteds That Gerhard Ostrea investigate the matter of Pedro Esteves’ apparent 
desire to work with us, writing both ta him ana to the Seandinsvian Alliance. 


Voted; That Joh Uonteya ve offered work with uc during the vacation months 
on the condition that he enter our Inst. next year. 


Voted: That Montoye be placed in the Coouy district under the direction sf 
Olson and be offered $50.00 & worth ani capernses. 


Voted: fhat Paussnias Hilehes ba offered work in the plains on the same 
conditionds as the other boys. 


Meeting ad joarned. 
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June 17, 1946 


She Wanted to Sing 


IN MEMORY OF IRENE MORCK 


By Irene Thoresen 


Trene Morck loved to sing, and before her illness used 
to raise her lovely voice often in song—songs and hymns 
of praise and love about her Saviour, songs that came out 
of a happy heart because Jesus dwelled there. 





Mrs. Morck and daughter Agnes 


When she came, a bride of a few months, to Colombia, it 
was a happy discovery to me that she could sing so nicely. 
I think of occasions when we were together and enjoyed 
blending our voices in the singing of gospel songs. I remem- 


ber in particular, today, a couple of occasions: we sang a _ 


favorite Spanish duet at one of the services of our Reforma- 
tion Day celebration when the students and teachers of the 
Bible Institute from Duitama were the guests of our Girls’ 
School at Soata; at Christmas the Morcks visited us, and on 
Christmas Eve, with the maid to help us celebrate The 
Birthday, we gathered in the “sala” and sang carols, both 
English and Spanish. 


When it became necessary for the three men to make 
plans to travel through the continent in the interest of fu- 
ture mission work, they took their families in here to the 
city and helped us get settled for a temporary stay. We 
three, Irene, Opal (Mrs. Olson) and I with our little ones 
would live together until our husbands’ return. We would 
be busy caring for the children, studying our Spanish and 


sometimes there would be time out for singing. But, no, 

we (some of us) had been here but a few days when “Irene- 
Dane”, as the children called her, fell ill from diptheria. 
She rallied after some weeks and her husband rather re- 
luctantly left on his trip. She hasn’t been her former 
strong self these months, but seemed quite well, although 
her throat has not been perfectly normal and so she has not 


been able to sing, as formerly. Patient in her suffering, I 
believe that Irene’s greatest trial was the fact that she has 
been unable to sing. I asked her one day, “Have you 
prayed about it?” And she said, “Oh, yes, about every day!’ 
And then she added, “But I know that if I can never sing 
again, the Lord has a purpose in it.” 


How she wanted to sing! She could not know that the 
Lord in His infinite wisdom and love had decided, “My 
child, you shall soon sing—more gloriously and beautifully 
than you have dreamed of doing.” For He gathered her 
into His heavenly presence the other day, and we believe 
she awoke singing. This thought came to the troubled 
hearts of both Opal and myself after Irene had so lately 
left us, “Why, she’s singing now!” 


Yes, now she can sing! Our youngest missionary has 
already “finished the course.’ We who miss her are con- 
fused and earth-botind in our understanding, faltering in 
our praise. But Irene? She is free and inexpressibly 
happy as she sings with hosts of angels and the Redeemed, 
the praises of the King of Life! 
Irene Thoresen 

(Mrs. Hans V. Thoresen) 


* * * 


Irene Norre Morck was born October 3, 1921, in Basano, 
Alberta, Canada. She was baptized and confirmed in Dick- 
son, Alberta, where she also received her education. 

On September 10, 1944, she was united in marriage with 
Pastor Arnfeld Morck whom she accompanied to Colombia 
in December of the same year, and together with whom she 
served in the Lutheran Bible Institute at Duitama the past 
year. 

On May 15, 1946, she passed away after a brief illness. 
She leaves to mourn her departure her husband and little 
daughter Agnes of nine months, as well as her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jens Norre, and two sisters, Anna and Selma, all 
of Dickson, Alberta, Canada. 

Blessed be her memory! 


To the many friends who in this trying hour of bereave- 
ment have prayed for us and in so many other ways have 


_ Shown their understanding kindness I wish to express my 


sincerest gratitude and thanks. 
who have no hope.” 


“We sorrow not as they 


Arnfeld C. Morck 


425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 7 TELEPHONE: MAIN 6583 ¢ CABLE ADDRESS: MADAKINA 


Office of Mission Secretary 
October 9, 1946, 


The Rev. Harold L, Olson 

Duitama, Boyaca 

Colombia 

South America VIA AIR MAIL 


Dear Rev. Olson: 


Many thanks for letters of September 28th and October 2nd. I want to 
congratulate you upon your election as Superintendent. May God guide 
you in that work and give you grace and strength for each task, 


Before referring to recent Board Minutes, copies of which are enclosed, 
I wish to state generally what the practice is re. official corres- 
pondence when a field has been organized such as our field in Colombia 
now is. Up till now we have, as you know; sent the salary checks to . 
the individual missionaries, We will continue to do that as far as you, 
Thoresen and Miss Bergh are concerned until the end of this year, as 
there may be some adjustment in accountswhich can best be taken care of 
in that way. From the first of next year the paylist will be sent to 

®@ the Treasurer on the field, and a copy sent to the Superintendent. The 
treasurer will then pay the salaries according to the paylist, This 
will also be the procedure for IV Quarter 1946 as far as the former Cel- 
mosa missionaries are concerned, We take over their salaries from 
October 1st, as long as they are working on our field, If in the future 
they want to leave, well, then, of course, we do not pay their salaries 
from the time they leave. So far only the Quanruds have stated defi- 
nitely that they want to join our Joint Board, 


Now as to questions contained in your letter of September 28th: 

Wives of missionaries do not have votes in the Missionary Conference, 
as they are not missionaries in charge of certain work apart from their | 

homes, If a married woman, due to lack of workers, should be placed in | 
charge of a certain work by the Conference and the approval of the Board, | 
and be salaried accordingly, she would have vote as a single worker, \ 
The wives are members of the Conference and have the right to speak, 

As long as the Celmosa Missionaries are serving on our field and salaried 

by us, they will have a vote in _Conference, unless Conference itself . 
hould decide otherwise, ieee ol 


el 


ee 


With regard to expansion, as for instance starting work in Trinidad, 
the regular procedure is that such questions be decided by Conference 
and referred to the Home Boardffor approval before the new work can 

~< begin, but in your case we have waited so long to get a start, so that 
if Conference feels that it is important to get the work started in 

@ Trinidad at once, you had better go ahead, Our next Board meeting will 

be November 4~6. We have had to make decisions here which ordinarily 


woes Q 
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ers be made on the field, so we must grant the seme privilege to the 
eld. 


As you will see from enclosed Minutes, we have paid to Celmosa $2,500.00 - 
in lieu of $3,700.00 ~ sent out by them for the purchasing of property, 
and if such property can be bought we, of course, abide by the decision 
made before the transfer, 


I note what you say about questioning advisability of sending more mis- 
sionaries out on student visas. The Maldes are the next in line, They 
have been advised to get Student Visa, as they have been hoping to leave 
since in August, We first decided that they should go to Mexico, but 
when they did not get off before the transfer, I felt that it would be 
best that they now go to Medellin. From here there seems little hope of 
getting missionaries in on a permanent resident (immigrant) visa, What 
can be done from your end? 


We have sent the money to Calvert School as per your request, 


As to expenses, I suggest that you charge the difference in cost of living 
®& between staying at a Station and staying in Bogota to your travel expen- 
ses. We are aware of the fact that when you men left on the trip, it 
meant extra expenses for the families, and you are justified in charging 
the extra expenses as part of the cost of travel, 


I note what you say about single workers, We have called two more: 

Belva Nerlien and Valborg Thorkelson, Miss Nerlien (teacher) has accepted 
XY and expects to leave in January. Miss Thorkelson has not accepted as yet, 

We alsd have an applicetion from a nurse and probably would call her at 

the meeting in November, but if you think we should wait, we will do so, 


A few words about Conference Minutes: 
















It is the practice that a copy of the.Minutes be sent to the Mission Sec- 
retary by the Conference secretary as soon as possible, The Superinten- 
dent then sends the official copy home with his follow~-letter commenting 
upon or explaining decisions which need such comments, The Conference 

(or Executive Committee) also decides upon the budget for the year, This 
is usually divided into two parts: Regular Budget which includes the 
annual expenses such as house rent, salaries of national workers, ordinary 
travel in the districts, upkeep, etc., and Special Budget which includes 
items not on the annual budget such as cost of buying property at a given 
place, cost of building a particular building, etc. 


In the Regular Budget should alsd be included an annual grant for Litera- 
ture, cost of running schools, and an amount voted for the Emergency Fund, 
which is used to defray unforeseen expenses, such as doctor or hospital 


expenses for missionaries, etc, 


Xx yy memes VA Ni bcecutipe Garin, ly “nny ey 
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The Conference Minutes are then referred to the Home Board by the Mission 

Secretary who sends copies of the Board Minutes to the Superintendent 

with a follow-letter explaining items which need explanation. We send 

a copy for each member of the Executive Committee, and the Superintendent 

sends the copies on to the other members, These Minutes are usually read 

in Conference, so that all the members will get the information, but we 
ae not send copies to more than the members of the Executive Committee, 


I am glad that you have decided to have a special Conference for Spiritual 
fellowship. 


This will be all for this letter, The follow-letter deals more "formally" 
with items in the Board Minutes, 


With cordial greetings and best wishes to yourself and family, I am 


Very sincerely yours, 
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The Rev. Harold L. Olson 
The Rev. Hans V. Thoresen 
‘Boyaca, Colombia 

South America 


Dear Friends: 


Please excuse this joint letter, but as I have to write about various 
items I save time by writing you jointly. 


Enclosed please find checks as per statements. 





f From the beginning of next year our Latin America field will be on the 
same basis as the other fields - that is, the paylist and checks will 
be sent to the Treasurer, who will pay out salaries, etc. according to 
the paylist. This means that beginning with next January all the items 
for the field except the salaries for the missionaries should be 
budgetted. The budgetting is usually done by the Executive Committee 
on the field and should be in the hands of the Board preferably before 
the end of the previous year. In your case this can not be, but please 
try to have the budgetting for 1947 here by February lst. What should 
the budget contain? Well, the following items are the most common: 
Traveling expenses on the field. This may be budgetted for under 
each station. In that case the travel for the station district will 
be an integral part of the budget for that district. 
House rent. 
Salaries for Colombian workers. 

unning expenses for the schools. iy of a 

asin anced 

Those are the most common items on the budget. The salarieés,are, of 
course, determined here and need not be counted as part of the budget 
for the field. 


The cost of purchasing property or cost of building operations should 
be budgetted for as a special budget and not be a part of the annual 
budget for the field. Then, in addition to the items suggested above, 
you will have an amount budgetted annually for an emergency fund. 

This will be used to defray unforeseen expenses, such as special 
travel outside the regular districts, emergency medical expenses, etc. 


Personal contributions. Up until now we have sent you these contri- 

butions individually, but from now on they will go on the paylist. 

If the contributions are directed to individual missionaries the 

Treasurer will be instructed to pay them out accordingly. If they 
© are given to the mission as such without designation as to what they 

are to be used for, the Executive Committee or Conference will decide 


tes g 
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as to how the money is to be used. It is important that the 
Treasurer acknowledges the receipts of such gifts and states how 

the gifts are being used. Usually the names of the donors are sent 
with the gifts. In the case of anonymous gifts, such acknowledgments 
of course can not be made, but the Executive Committee decisions or 
Conference decisions will be a record for our fice so that we have 
a list of how the gifts are being dispensed. / Gifts given to the 
missionary without any designation as to how they are to be used 
will be sent to the missionary for whom they are given. It will 

be up to him to decide how to use them and no record need be sent 

to the office as these have to be considered persgnal . Of course, 
if it is stated that the gifts are to be used forthe work, then 

the missionary should decide where to use the gift and report to 


Conference accordingly. 


I do hope that you and your families are well. Please remember me 
to all the friends on the field. May God richly bless you and bless 
His work through you! 

With kind greetings, I am 


Very sincerely yours, 


JEG:EL ff = 
Enels. o 
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Office of Mission Secretary 
October 23, 1946 


"From the beginning of next year our Latin America field will be on the 
same basis as the other fields - that is, the paylist and checks will 
be sent to. the Treasurer, who will -av out saleries, etc. according to 
the paylist. This means that beginning with next Januarv ail the items 
for the field except the salaries for the missionaries should be 
budgetted. The bidgetting is usually done by the Executive Committee 
on the field and should be in the hands of the Board preferably before 
the end of the previous year. In your case this cannot be, but please 
try to have the budgetting for 194” here by February lst. What should 
the budget contain? Well, the following items are the most common: 
Traveling expenses on the field. This may be budgetted for under 

an integral part of the budget for that cistrict. 

House rent. 

Saleries for Colombian workers. 

Running expenses for the schools. 


Those are the most common items on the budget. The salaries of mis- 
sionaries are, of course, determined here end need not be counted as 
pert of the budget for the field. 


The cost of purchasing property or cost of building operations should 
be budgetted for es a special budget end not be a vart of the annual 
budget for the field. Then, in addition to the items suggested above, 
you will have en amount budgetted annually for an emergency fund. 

This will be used to defray unforeseen expenses, such as svecial 
travel outside the reguler districts, emergencv medical expenses, etc. 


Personal contributions. Up until now we heve sent you these contri- 
butions individually, but from now on thev will go on the paylist. 

If the contributions are directed to individual missioneries the 
Treasurer will be instructed to pay them out accordingly. tf they 

are given to the mission es such without designation as to whet thev 
are to be used for, the Executive Committee or Conference will decide 
as to how the money is to be used. [It is important that the Treasurer 
acknowledges the receipts of such gifts and states how the gifts are 
being used. Usually the names of the donors are sent with the gifts. 

In the case of anonymous gifts, such acknowledgments of course cannot 
be made, but the Executive Committee decisions or Conference decisions 
will be a record for our office so thet we heve a list of how the gifts 
are being dispensed. Gifts given to the missionsry without any cesigna- 
tion as to how they are to be used will be sent to the missionary for 
whom they ere given. It will be up to him to decide how to use them and 
no record need be sent to the office as these have to be considered 
personal. Of course, if it is stated tnet the gifts ere to be used for 
the work, then the missionery should decide where to use the gift and 
report to Conference accoré ingly." 
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Jeep Aids Missionary and Inspires Community Project 
BY Arnfeld C. Morck 


Not long after arriving in Colom- 
bia I wrote an article on the work & 
of our mission in the plains of Casa- Be 
nare, which I had recently visited, 
mentioning casually the advantage 
of having a jeep to traverse those 
trackless plains with the Good 
News. Today I am more convinced 
than ever that it will prove a great. 
asset to the work there, during the 
dry season and here in the interior 
during the rainy season or at any 
time. 

First of all let me thank those who, by their gifts (after 
having caught the vision), made a concrete reality out of 
what was on my part, a dream and a casual remark. Aware 
of present difficulties in importing vehicles and seeing a 
good buy on a 1946 model Willys Jeep, in Bogota, as good as 
brand new, we acted even though the fund for that purpose 
still lacked some in completing the price. The vehicle is 
- now registered in the state of Boyaca and has already made 
its first trip in the service of the mission. 

Services were announced in Parpa for Friday and Satur- 

day night and Sunday. To meet this appointment by bus 
@..3 truck and mule I should have left Duitama Thursday 
noon. With the Jeep Friday noon is early enough. Rev. 
Ostrem, who had business to do in Socha accompanied me 
as far as that town and we took turns at the wheel. Ar- 
riving at Pinos I somewhat reluctantly left the jeep in the 
open yard of a friend whose house faces the highway and 
walked the forty-five minutes distance over the rugged 
mountain path to Parpa. He would guard it as best he 
could till I should return on Wednesday. 

Not many attended services Friday night in Parpa, partly 
due, perhaps to the rain, which makes the mountain paths 
not only disagreeable but dangerous and the atmosphere 
cold and penetrating, but perhaps also due to the indiffer- 
ence of those good people who enjoy the honor of being 
the first evangelical congregation in Boyaca and of having 
the oldest evangelical chapel in that state. Saturday night 
many more came out for the social evening with games and 
taffy pull. We believe that the healthy fun of such an eve- 
ning can help to bring them together and to forget and for- 
give past jealousies and bickerings and that the parting 
hymns and words of devotion fall upon open hearts. The 
Sunday school session as usual was marked by the lack of 
adult attendance, thanks to the Sunday market in Socota. 


However quite a number turned out for the evening ser- 


vice, at the close of which Mr. Leal, pioneer evangelist in 
soyace, appealed for more unity of spirit and for volunteers 
to accompany the missionary on an inspection trip over the 
mountains to investigate the possibility of improving the 
mule trail sufficiently to bring the jeep right down to Par- 
pa, where it could be kept in safety. This, he also pointed 
out, would be a great psychological victory for the com- 
munity, towards more highway facility. It was decided that 





those interested should meet us on the parang when we’ 
returned from Mausa on Wednesday. A picnic dinner 
would be served and we would proceed to. examine the 
road. 


Mr. Leal eagerly accepted my invitation to accompany me 


' to Mausa, having heard that an old schoolmate of his there 


and his family were showing great interest in the gospel and 

were attending all the services. He would like to speak 

to them personally. The four hour march to Mausa passed | 
rapidly and easily as we were absorbed in conversation 
about problems and possibilties of the work. Juan Mon- 
toya had also come over from Mausa to meet us. He is the 

humble owner of a little farm, a water mill (with big stones) 

and a loom on which he does very nice work. His house, 

which is as open to visitors as his heart, is the home of the 

day school and its teacher as well as the visiting mission- 
aries. Services are also held in the class room. Several 
who were formerly fanatically opposed td the Gospel now 
attend and listen with interest. The way of salvation was 
clearly presented both Monday and Tuesday night and we 
know that the Word was heard with eagerness; on the part 
of some for the first time. 


It was still dark when Mr. Leal awakened me to start our 
treck back to Parpa through the grey mist of the chilly 
morning. Enthusiasm was not lacking among the little 
group that had gathered on the paramo for the road inspec- 
tion and it grew as we made our way along the mountain 
toward the highway. Half way we met a couple of influen- 
cial non-evangelicals, to whom Mr. Leal also explained the 
proposed project, with the result that they joined us. “This 
bank will have to be cut down with pick and shovel.— 
“This rock will need a shot of dynamite but this one can 
be moved by hand. Here the trail will have to be widened 
or the thing will roll off into the abyss below.” “We could 
do this work in a week if we got enough guys interested.” 
‘“Fow shall we organize?” — 


Though rumors had circulated about a strange, unknown 
vehicle which had come to the community, supposedly be- 
longing to kidnappers, we found the Jeep in good shape 
when we returned to the highway. True, it had been plas- 
tered with potatoes and old cottage cheese, by some rascals 
passing in a truck but had suffered only very slight damage. 
The section superintendent of the highway has now offered 
us garage space on government property at any time or un- 
til the road can ‘be opened to Parpa. 


At 3:30 we (a couple of believers and I) sped off around 
the jacknife curves with pendant rocks above and yawning 
depths below, thankful to God for protection and guidance 
in all and grateful to the cheerful givers in the North who 
have placed this useful little machine in our hands. It was 
now#6:30 when we rolled into Duitama,. We had done in 
less than three hours what has before taken us part of two 
days. Thank you! ! 


Arnfeld C. Morck 


“ CONFERENCE AT DUTTAMA 
“JONESY Too, LOL 


% 
Januery 7.1967 
Morning Session: 


Rev, Harold TL. Olson, the Superintendent, opened the Conferences, con~ 
é@ucting the devotion. He spoke on "A Sus Oréenes* (At Your orders), 
atressing that like the colonbian students respom to roll o#ll with 

“A le orden”, a> we should plece ourselves to be taught of Gotz es the 
bageage carriers ssy thet, we should plece ourselves to serve Go? ent 
our fellowmens eg @ Colombian pleces hie houge “A sus ordenes”, So we 
should plece our house an*t home et Godtg service en? the Colombiens: and 
a6 @ parent says, after 9 complimentary remark about his child, *A sus 
oerdenes™", go we ere blessed in vlecing our children at God's orders. 


After this a deseristion of the field in Colombia wes given for the sake 
of the new missionaries ani visitors. The Superintendent then geve his 
rezort, after which *facussion followed, i. 


Greetings were then brought by Miss Virginie aAntonsen of “Medellin, Pr. G. 
Guidseth, end ev, Roy Mnlde, emi the mornine session closed with “ise 
cussions | “a * 


Afternoon Session: 


Misstonery OLrer Guenrué opene? the seestinn, civing us e meditation on 

the fundencntel attributes of the erent missionary, the Apoatie "nul. 

He wac divinely celled, Acts 26:16; a debtor to the Gentiles, Rom. 1:14: 

Servent of ell, T Cor. 9:9; unashemed of his task, Hom. 1:16: for he wes 
@ e steveré of the ayeteries of God, I Cor. 4:13; eager to reech out to 

those who hed not heerd, Rom. 16:20; being impelled by the love of Sod 

end Christ to do and be whet he wac, IT Cor, S5:ld, All these are found 

» 4+ the Comission, ‘irrk 16:15, . 


The “rensurer'ts report wee civen ent -iseussed by the group. Then the 
Surerintentent rend ens expleines the letter from the Hone Ofiice es to. 
-ersonal contributions ar’ the hendlins of other contributions; elso, e 
letter, esiine thet nm list af besiec furniture bo provided by the zis- 
sionarice an the fielc, wns reeé an’? thorouchly discussed, 





Missionary A. Morek conducted devotions and meditation on wphesinna 4:1lelZ, 
"Captives of Christ", 


Business: 


Moves thet the Gcimose nisstonsrica be -tven richt of vote in the Confere 
ence, Carried, 


Vote’: that tiselonery Yircinie Antonsen end Missionery Hildur Thoricilédson 
be siven voice in Confercnee, 


Sseoretery's report read en? enproved. | 


Letter from iss Tennis rend, Secretary inatructed to acknowledge letter. 


sre @& 





o Be 
Missionaries Ostrem end Morck elected for euditing committee, 
& Voted: That plecesents of September 25-26 be approved. os 
Motion thet we nominate ell] four officera on first ballot. Carried, 
Motion thet all persone heving vote mey elso hold office, Carried, 


_ 4. Blection of Officera: Superintendent - nine ay oe eer “ 
oy Ostrem (by acolamation), Secretary ~ Horek, - Quanruad, 


Motion that we interpret peragreph A of statement of policies for Letin 
og America, Board meeting April 190-20, 1945, aa permitting voting women to 
hold office, Oarried, 
Election of Executive Gounittee: Thoresen, Norek ené Heerde,. 
Mrs, Thoresen elected as contributing editor of "The Missionary". 
Voted: That we invite Dr. syréel to visit the field. (Votes sedi > 
Afternoon Sees ion: 
Hise Heerde led the devotionel period using II Cor, 6:14,15, stressing 
especially the beeutiful and essential thought, "not T but Christ who 
liveth in me*, 
© Business: 


Voted: Thet the placeuent of Morck in the Socha territory by the grecutivd 
Committee be a; pproved by the Conference. 


Superintenient Olson re: sorted on decisions “nde by the Executive Corrsittee 
gince Septenbder, 


Voted: Thet the Quanruds be relteve@ for furlough by the first of August, 
| 


Voted: Thet Mise Heerde be cranted furlough at end of the school year. 

_ Voted: That e month of vacation be civen missionaries each year, ent thet 

it be lengthened to atx weera when service runs over * vear without « 

vecetion, 

Voted: Theat the tine of vacations be determined by the Zxecutive Comittee. 
y., Voted: Thet $150.00 (pesos) be allowed esch single worker for vacation 
re expense ant 8360.00 (pesos) in the oase of @ couple. | 

Missionary Thoresen presented report on school plen, 


Voted: That the followin: reconmmentetiona of sei* report be accerted by 
Conference: 


@ 1. met tho terion: snich 1s now demanded for the four grades of 
primary be broadened into stx veers an? thet the Kéducational Direotor 


soe 3 








o 3 « 


, be given the authority to, step by step es the situetion will ellow, 
& map out and initiate such e change in all our schools, 
2, that we strive to meke the same days effective in eech school for 
beginning end closing: that we begin the first of Merch ent elose 
the lest of November, vacetion being from about July 20 to August 12: 
school daya, Moniay through Fridey: houra, 8:00 = 11:00, 1:00 « 4:00. 


3. That the mission buy lor the congregation as a whole) #11 the books 
ent materiel for the teacher, 


4. That the mission or the congregetion furnish the rerders for the 
schools, but ell other saterfal (books, paper, pencile, etc.) shall 
be bought by the chiléren, The mission shall act es the sup:lying 
AEN. 


S. In order thet the teachers may receive e monthly wege, the mission 
shall sesume the responsibility of peying the teacher and shell then 
in turn receive from the congregetion {n the seasons in which it 
oan PRY. 


‘6, That, ag soon ae possible in each individuel cese, the congregation 
es such sasume the responsibility of the scheol: thet is, money shell 
be teken out of the congregation funda for school purposes thus elini-~ 
nating the iniividueal payments to the school, 


Oy seeting’® of four elected to errange for spirituel Conference in July 


setting the date and arranging program. The elected were: Antonsen, 
Guldseth, Malde and Morck. 


January 9 2 
Hor Session: 6a wo 


irs. Larson led tne devotionel perio’ emphasizing the consolousness of 
God's presence, @ forward-looking faith, eri e spirit of supreme sesorifice, 


Business: 


Voted: That the date of the business conference be left es it {ts (between 
Jammry 8 an* 15). 


Motion thet before any recommeniation for the ouying of property or for 
building re sent to the Board, such plena be epproveé by the executive 
Comittee, Cerrited. 


Motion that the property end building budgets for Puitema, El Cocuy and 
the Inatitute be given preeminence, Cgrried. 


Ot voted: Thet the budgets es presented for the fiel! be epproved. 


Voted: That the action of the Sectenber Conference in “eeping Miss Heer(e 
e ané placing Miss Danielson in the Institute be approved. 


Voted: Theat Miss Antonsen be added to the Institute staff, 














ah ae 


Voted! That the teachers of the Institute who ere only tesohera be placed 
in other wrk during the vacetion months ent thet the plecement be done by 
the executive Comittee, 


Motion thet the list ea approved vy the conference be presented to the 
Board as basic furniture, Carried, 


Voted: That sincle workers be provided with the seme insofar ea might be 
Hecessary., . 


Afternoon Session: 


Rev, Ostrem led the devotiona using as his text the vworés "Anéd the disoiples 
were gled when they saw the Lord*, . 


Bus inesa: 


Motion that we strongly recommend to the Hoard thet ell myrried women 
missionaries be siven a right to vote, carried, jot 


voted: That the training school be celled "Tnstitute Biblieo-Culturea1" 
(de la Telesia Evangelice Luterene en Colombia), 


Voted: That our paper be onlled "You Luterena®, 
Voted: That our book store bo called “Librerfa Heal", 


@ Committee elected to atudy end recommend es to what type and what price of 
station furniture, . 


Motion that separete living querters will be provided for single workers 
where there are two or more at a atation ent where such arrancenents cen 
be satisfactorily made,: Carried, 
Health Hints were given by Dr. Guldseth,. 

my The Auditing Comittee reported that the Treesurer'ts booka were found oorrest. 
The Conference was closed by @ seasion of prayer in which severel partook, 


At 8:00 pon, Communion Service vee held, 


Respectfully submitted, 
ke) brntbeld C, Morek 
Seeretery 








February 6, 1947, 


Mr, Olger Quanrud 

Apartado 25 

Tunja, Boyaca 

Colombia, South America . VIA AIR MAIL 


Dear Mr. Quanrud: 


I am enclosing Paylist with a check to the amount of re 

which is the amount that should cover the I Quarter 1947 paymente 
on the field. You will note that the regular budget and station 
expenses are marked pending Board action, The Board has now taken 
action and has approved that budget, The extra budget for capi- 
tal investments and construction work is not included here, Work 
of this nature should be submitted in detail to receive the appro- 
val of the Board before money is sent. to the field. The next Board 
meeting will be the second week in May. If there is by that time 
any definite construction work that is needed, 1t can be considered 
at that meeting, Any emergensy fund needed for the special budget 
which would include capital investments or construction work could 
be described in letter and we may take action direct here from the 
office, pending future favorable action by the Board. 


Please note the salary schedule on the third page. Miss Virginia 
Antonson is included in the list. The Board decided at its meet- 
ing yesterday to call her as a regular missionary. We have deduc-— 
ted pension fund dues for her beginning with February ist (the 
beginning of the fiscal year of our Church). 


Mra, Andrew Larson. Mrs. Larson is listed for $1,400.00 a year. 

Since then I have talked to Rev. Andrew Larson and he indicates 
that the second term salary for single lady workers would be suf- 
Picient. That amounts to $1,050.00. I think that you should: pay 
her on that basis until you can have a meeting of the Executive 
Committee to ore what you think would be a fair salery. Perhaps 
something like et ye0e: OO would be more equi tebe in comparison 
with other salaries. I. put $1,400.00. down/As an indication of what 
you should pa t to be sure you would have enough. Please in- 
dicate in early letter what you decide so that we may make adjust- 
ments on the nese paylist. 


G. J. Guldseth, Dr, Guldseth will need some money for his own sup- 

pore in Colombia, His salary is now being sent to Mrs, Guldseth, 
lease refer this matter to the Executive Committee, They should 
send suggestion as to what he should receive whlie he is there 

alone. In China the practice that has been in vogue is that the 

family in America receives the salary. he man Who is alone on 

the field receives mere subsistence pay, not considered salary and 


666 ot 





Mr, Quanrud : -2— . 
therefore not taking into consideration length of service, etc, 


The Board has decided to call Rev. Andrew Larson to become a mis= 
sionary on our field in Colombia. Further details will be written 
you on this if and when he eccepts the call, 


House Rent and Tuition at Medellin, You will note on the first 
page that 1 have included house rent and tuition for the students 
at Medellin. To keep the accounts atraight, it is best that every— 
kuing. goes. to one treasury on, the field, I-am, therefore, request~ 
48g that Mr. La Porte send bilis for house rent and tuition direet- 
ly to Quanrud. Before the next quarter is sent out, we should have 
an estimate for the needs for the balance of the year. Missionaries 
from our Chw’ch coming out between now and fall are the following: 
Misses Belva Nerlien and Viola Sheldahl, Rey, and Mrs, Theodore 
Mendenhall and family end Rev, and Mrs, Otis Lee. A call is being 
sent to Rev. Lee following action of the Board at yesterday's ses— 
sion. ; 


Last week Rev. Bepjamin Ostrem was in my office. He stated that 

at the time that complete settlement between the American Assoocila~ 
tion of Celmosa and the Churchee was made, there was 4 sum of 
$3,700.00 on the field, As this money hae been given for mission 
work in Colombia, it was felt that it should remain there, Some 

of the members of the Celmosa Association felt that this money should 
be returned to America so that 1t could be utilized in any new pro~ 
ject the Celmosa Association wishes to take up. It was, therefore, 
decided that the Church pay $2,500.00. This sum was paid to the 
Celmosa Association on October 1, 1946. This sum of $2,500.00 is 
given in consideration of the transfer of property and of the field 
in Colombia, and the agreement was that Celmose would "transfer to 
the parties of the second part its field and mission interest in 
Colombia, South America together with all property, real and personal, 
held there, and particularly books, furniture, money or other proper~ 
ty owned by the party of the first part and now situated in Colom 
bia, South America to the parties of the second part." The parties 
of the second part refer to the Lutheran Bodies now conducting the 
work in Colombia. This agreement had in mind the sum of $3,700.00 
that had been sent down by the Celmosa organization for construction 
purposes. Rev. Ostrem has told me that an additional $2,000.00 in 
cash has been discovered in Colombia as belonging to Celmosa, I 
would like to have you investigate to see if this $2,000.00 is avail- 
able, If it is, it is the agreement of our Joint Boards that this 
shall be available for the Celmosa Assoéiation in America, if they 
desire the money, when the $3,700.00 already mentioned is turned 
over to our present mission treasury according to the agreement, and 
with the understanding (suggested by Rev. Ostrem) that the Celmosa 
Association take care of the traveling expenses of Rev. Larson from 
the field to America and return, It is very much hoped that when 


4g 2 





Rev. Larson returns that he will be a member of our Mission. 


The Board has consented to the request of the Mission that I should 
take a trip to Colombia next summer, The date has not been defi-~ 
nitely set. I think 4t would be well that all special plans and 
policies might be prepared in a preliminary state before that time 
so that they may be talked over in detail, I will find it rather 
difficult to pull away at any time after such a short time in tak~ 
ing over the work in the office, but if it is found advisable, I 
shall be glad to come, , 


Minutes of the Board meeting with following letter will come short- 
ae They are still in the hands of the secretary of the Board, © 
Whatever I have given you of the Board's decisions in this letter 

is from memory and, therefore, not to be’ quoted ae the exact decision, 
I think, however, that I heve at least given the sense of the de- 
Cisions made, 
May God sontinue to bless your work in Colombia. I feel that now | 
when we have a definite budget and are planning the work ahead that 
we have come of age and that we are ready to make big strides ahead. 
May God guide every step along the way that all work might be done 
to His glory. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


R. A. Syrdal 
mh, 


rasth Mission Secretary 


(CC to Rev. Harold Olson) 
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[Benjamin fA. Dearsoii: Sec’ y Soe... . 
Apdo Nal. 364, Apdo Aléreo yjFebruary 18, 1947 
Medellin, Colombia. 


Dear Missionary Friend; C I-fovold ols on) ; 
Agencias Biblicas 


Unidas You are here in Colombia as a missionary because you have 
felt the divine call of God, and have responded to that call 
Calvary Holiness Church with the dedication of your life to His service. 
Mission Pee 
Every one of us who are missionaries, working in any one of 
Christian and Missionary the twenty-six missions now-recognized as naving evangelical 
Alliance . work in Colombia, are interested in the maintaining of those 
‘religious liberties which made our coming to Colombia | 
possible, and insuring the. entrance to Colombia in the future 
of those who will be our successors or our‘helpers as they 
Cumberland Presbyterian Come -to augment the number of evangelical workers in this . 
Mission land, wae 


Colombia Evangelical 
Lutheran Mission 


Interamerican Missionary with feeling that you would be interested to know a little 
Society more definitely concerning the voluntary association of 
mission representatives, whose primary organizational 
objective is maintaining and increasing those religious 
liberties that make evangelical work for every one of us 
possible, the Evangelical Missions Officers' Council is send- 
Presbyterian Mission ing to you herewith a brief report of our recent January 1947 
meeting, a copy of our articles of faith, and the constitu- 


Open Bible Standard : tion under which we operate. 
Mission 


Latin American Mission 


Mennonite Missicn 


ee . The Evangelical Missions Officers Council, through its 
Scandinavian Alliance  Byecutive Comm@ittee and its Legal Affairs Committee is ready 


pMssion to assist every missionary and every mission in any way that 
. : may be possible, whether that mission is a menber or not 
So mencancneian of the Evangelical Missions Officerst Council. We all mst 
recognize, of course, this fact that the greater the united 
Wesleyan Methodist front which we can present. before the Government the greater 
Mission the prospects are of being able to serve each missim and — 


meet the needs of the missionaries in the legal problems 
which may present themselves, 


In addition to this primary organizational objective, this group of the represen- 
tatives of member missions has known in our recent meeting a veritable mount of 
transfiguration and spiritual vision. Our prayer service from 5:00 to 7:00 on 
Wednesday morning, January 29 is something that none of us will ever forget, and we 
feel certain that revival impulses were set in motion which will effect the future 
of our evangelical work in Colombia, Very distinctly, part of our objective 
spiritually is that we shall pray for one another that sin may be put out of every 
life, worldliness and faithlessness to the Lord banished, and Christ reign alone in 
yielded lives through the indwelling and fullness of His Holy Spirit. 


We extend to every mission a warm invitation to beeome associated with the 
Evangelical Missions Officers Council as an active member of same, free to write 
to our president, Rev. 0, E, Langeloh, Apdo, 79, Popayan, Colombia, who will be glad 
to answer any of your questions, on ee ne es 
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STORY OF THE MEETING 
of the 
EVANGELICAL MISSIONS OFFICERS’ COUNCIL 
at the 
INTERAMERICAN BIBLE SEMINARYY - 
Hedellin 
January 28-29, 1947 


As the sessions of this meeting of representatives of the member missions of. 
the Evangelical Missions Officers’ Council came tb a close, one missionary 
leader was heard te remark, "The keynotes of this meeting have been prayer 
and revival." Another statement made was, "As each of us returns to his own 
field of labor, it will be feeling that the first duty is prayer," Such 

was the lasting impression made upon each of us who had the privilege of 
attending this missionary gathering, — a 


Outstanding in the thought of each one present will undoubtedly remain always 
the inspiration of two messages on revival given on Tuesday afternoon, © 
January 28, 


In the first message Rev, Robert Lytle, superintendent of the Wesleyan Metho- 
dist Mission, spoke on the source and leaders of great revivals. He stated 
that, the source had always been the Holy Spirit, He drew attention to the ¢ 
fact ia study of revivals could be sub-divided into: the purpose of revivals, 
the prayer basis in revivals, the power essential to revivals, the puzity 
needed for revivals, The purpose of revivals as given in Acts 2:1 is that 
men might fulfill the will of God,. Revivals are born in prayer and come 
through prayer. Mr. Nash was the man who upheld Mr, Finney in prayer, Ree 
vival can be expected when christians mve the spirit of prayer, The spirit 
of prayer ‘is evident when christians have a continual desire for the conver- 
sion of sinners, Jesus told the disciples that they were to receive power, 
(Acts 1:8) Revivals come when men and churches are filled with the power of 
the Holy Spirit, Revival leaders have given much emphasis to the need of 
power. We need not just one filling of the Holy Spfrit, but rather we need 
a continual day by day filling, Then a revival also grows out of the pure 
life of men-and churches, This life of purity, the presence of the Holy 
Spirit makes a reality, It is not enough to have good theology, but we murct 
also have gocd practice. People must be able to feel and see the power of 
the Spirit of God in us, (II Cor. 2:14=16) 


Following thisy Rev. 0. E, Langeloh, superintendent of the Christian and 

_ Missionary Alliance, speaking on the possibilities of revival in Colombia, 
stated that there is no price too great to pay to make Christ known in 
Colombia, It has been said, he continued, that South America has never yet 
had a revival, We can have a revival, however, by having a living, genuine 
contact with Christ and by giving ourselves to Him, Prayer, toc, can be the 
means of bringing a revival and can win whole territories t+ Christ, Colom- 
big is a trust given to us by God, There are many obstacles, but aiso many 
opportunities. To make pessibilities bear fruit, we must have a committal 
of ourselves to Christ, You cannot live on spiritual reserves, but must > -- 
daily partake of Christ, His sacrifice, His Spirit, His power, His victory, 


In the discussion which fellowed these messages, the question was asked, What 
hinders a revival tn Colombia? YVaria@us answers were given, among which were 
(a) ourselvess (b) not enough prayer, perhaps we do not pray because we are 
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afraid of what God mey require of us; (c) national workers do not have 
vision nor much conviction, but this may be due to the fact that they do 

not have a very good example in us, and we cannot expect more from them 

than what we are ourselves; (d) a lack of conviction about sin, we fail to . 
come to grips with issues, we need a deep conviction against sin and posi- 
tive moral convictions; (e) we need the overflowing life of the Holy Spirit, 
who convicts of and saves from sin; (f) we may ive sins that the nationals 
see and that to them are worse than the sins we may see in them, 


Following these two soul-searching messages by men who came to us under the 
anointing of the Spirit, every heart felt driven to an immediate prayer 

session in which deep confession of sin and pleading for the manifestation 

of the Spirit of God was most evident. The Spirit of God descended upon the 
meeting, and we felt that here we were at the very center of those purposes for ; 
which Christ has brought us, as missionaries, to Colombia. As a result of + 
this afternoon’s session, and as our only possible response to the truth 

which had been laid upon our hearts, it was unanimously decided that we should 
meet together at 5 a.m. the following morning for a two-hour prayer rervice, 


As we walked through the darkness of the morning hours to the chapel, we felt 
still upon us the inspiration, the challenge, the dynamic of the service of 
the previous afternoon, and without any leader other than the blessed Holy 
Spirit Himself, one after another, hearts were opened in prayer and supplica- 
tion for God’s Spirit to be poured out upon us and upon the nascient church 
of Colombia, As one and another felt led of the Spirit, the Word of God 
came in power to search our hearts, The promises, flashed to us from the 
living word of Revelation, were as the voice of God speaking to us of the 
new, glorious day of revival that awaits the evangelical missionary cause 
and the evangelical churches of Colombia, as under the guidance of the Spirit, 
we follow our blessed Lord and Master in these days and this great battle of 
the ages which is upon us now, and for which our glorious Christ has provided 
an ample dynamic to insure victory, 


While these hours were indeed outstending, 4t would be unfair to indicate that 
the spiritual emphasis was limited to them, In the very first eight o“clock 
session on January 28, in the devotional message, brought by Rev. Gerald Stucky 
it was evident that God in an unusual way was speaking to our hearts, 

Mr, Stucky? S message was a challenge to every missionary to put first things 
first, to refuse to let the busy drive of "things" to do crowd out the only 
GREAT DO-ER, We were led to feel the absolute necessity of first keeping a 
watch upon our own soul and our own relationship with Christ as a spiritual 
foundation for all that our Lord would do through us, At 2 p.m, Rev. Gordon 
Houser stirred our hearts with a-spiritual message in the devotional period, 
On Wednesday morning we were greatly refreshed by a devotional message by 

Rev. Fred Bryson, Throughout even the business sessions and the meetings of 
committees on Tuesday night, everyone was aware of the overshadowing presence 
of God, 


The following member missions were represented by official delegates as 
follows: Colombian Evangelical Lutheran Mission by Rev. Roy Malde; 

2. Christian and Missionary Alliance by Rev. 0, E, Langeloh; 3, Cumberland 
Presbyterian Mission, Rev, Fred Bryson; 4, Interamerican Mission, Rev. B, H, 
Pearson; 5, Latin American Mission, Rev. Gordon Houser; 6, Mennonite Mission, 
Rev. Gerald Stucky; 7. Presbyterian Mission, Rev, T. B, Raifsnyder; 8, Scan- 
danavian Alliance Mission, Rev. Elof Anderson; 9, Wesieyan Methodist Mission, 
Rev, Robert Lytle, The following missions were absent or only represented 

by a letters Ageneia B{blicas Unidas, Calvary Holiness Church, Open Bible 
Standard, South American Indian Mission, 
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It was a joy to welcome into the fellowship of the E.M.0,C, as & member or- 
ganization the General Conference of Mennonites of North America represen- 
ted by Mr. Gerald Stucky, Mr, John Dyck was present with us, unofficially 
representing the Mennonite Brethren Church, and we greatly appreciatec his 
presence as a welcome visitor to the meetings of the E.M.0.C. and look for- 
ward to the time when his mission will have an opportunity for considering 
membership in the E.M.0.C, and ean become part of our united front before 
the Government of Colombia, 


Great interest was shown in the written report and recommendations brought 
from the Christian and Missionary Alliance by their superintendent, Mr. 0. 

E. Langeloh, The report which was ordered incorporated into our minutes was 
as follows: “In view of the great need for united action on the part of all 
evangelical missions in Colombia, and whereas the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance is heartily in favor of fomenting a united front and cooperating . 
with other missions in all matters relating to our common interests, we here- 
by recommend that this conference appoint our chairman, Mr. Langeloh, to 
represent our Mission at the Evangelical Missions Officers” Council to be 
held in Medellin, January 28-29, 


“It is further recommended that Mr. Langeloh present to the E.M.0.C. the 
matter of Roman Catholic monopoly in territories nacionales, with a view of 
making a new approach to the Colombian Government and asking for a modificae 
tion of the present laws," 


The results of the work of our Committees will be found in the Constitution 
encicsed herewith, One addition is a preebble to the Constitution setting 
forth our purposes and which is as follows: 


“It shall be the purpose of the Evangelical Missions Officers” Council: - 


“1, To cultivate the spirit of prayer and fellowship among the various 
mission bodies working in Colombia; 


“2. To promote comity arrangements between said mission bodies; 
"3. <And to present a united front before the authorities of the land, 
To that end, the following by-laws have been adopted by the Council," 


Another addition of interest to all is Article VIII on Comity, which reads as 
follows: 


"It is expected that all member missions will exercise Christian 
charity in the expansion of their work by being careful not to 
encroach on one anothers territory, that no mission will enter 
territory recognized as belonging to another mission without duly 
eonsuiting the leaders of said mission, and that in cases where 
an understanding cannot be reached, the question will be submitted 
to the Executive Committee of the E.M.0.C. If a missjon represen= 
tative of those involved is a member of the Executive Committee, 
his place shall be filled for the consideration of this matter by 
a neutral member of the Council," 


High Ee res 
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The following were elected members of the Legal Affairs Committee: Mr, T. 
Bancroft Reifsnyder, Mr, Robert Lytle, and Mr. Fred Bryson, Mr. Reifsnyder 
was elected chairman, 


In response to a letter from Dr, Forrest L. Knapp, of the World Sunday School 
Association, Mr, John Harbison, a member of the Interamerican Mission, who 
will be in Great Britain next August was asked to represent the E.M.0.C. of 
Colombia at this enlarged meeting of the World Council of the World Sunday 
School Association to be held in Great Britain during the week of August 17, 
1947, It is also hoped that a Colombian can be present at this gathering, 
and the Executive Committee is investigating the possibility of securing 
such Colombian representative of the Colombian Evangelical Christian Church, 
providing there will be no financial obligation on the part of the E.M.0.C. 


Some facts relative to the great National Crusade of Mexico in which all 
denominations and missions of that land are cooperating in a Scripture« 
distribution Campaign to reach, if possible, every home and every person, 
were presented to the E.M.0.C. The Statement of Rev, Marroquin, secretary of 
the Bible House in Mexico City, was brought to the group, and which is as 
follows: “I consider the national crusadefor Scripture distribution the 
greatest single thing that has ever happened in the history of the evangelical 
mission to Mexico." Mr. Pearson, on behalf of the Interamerican Mission, 
offered, without cost for free distribution, gospels in any number, as they 
may be available, to the missions in Colombia who desire to cooperate in 
such a National Crusade, Any who desire to become responsible for certain 
towns or areas, please write to Rev, John T. Imer, Crusade Director, 
Apartado Nacional 364, Apartado aéreo 1141, Medellin, Colombia, stating how 
many gospels you wish to have sent to you for beginning this work, Any in- 
formation which is desired by missionaries or their fellow-workers will be 
Gladly given, 


The need for daily prayer for revival by missionaries and Colombian christians 
was discussed, and the group felt that each one must make himself responsible 
to promote interest in this great cause, It was voted that the Executive 
Committee be requested to set a day of prayer for revival in which all 
missions in Colombia might cooperate. 


It was decided to hold the next mecting of the E,M.0.C, in Bogotd, January 
20-21,1948, subject to change by the Executive Committee, if necessary. 


It was voted that the secretary be instructed to send a cordial invitation 
to non-member missions to join the E.M.0.C. If a special letter may not 
have been sent to you, and you are the person to bring this before your 
mission, would you kindly consider this report that cordial invitation to 
join with us and endeavor to secure the action of your mission requesting 
menvership, If there are any questions which you desire to have answered, 
be free to address Rev. 0, E, Langelohy president, apartado 79, Popayan, or 
any member of the Executive Committee of the E.M.0.C,. 


It was with a great sense of thanksgiving to God for the wonderful spirit of 
prayer, revival and harmony and cooperation which was cvident throughout the 
meetings of this year’s gathering of the EMOC that the sessions closed by 
the singing of the doxology, 


O. E. Langeloh president _B, H, Pearson Sec veTreas. 
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EVANGFLICAL “MISSION OFFICERS COUNCIL 


Doctrinal Statement: 


ade 


2. 


3. 
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The Word of God, as contained in the 39 books of the Old Testament and 27 of 
the New Testament, is inspired by God, and constitutes the only rule of faith 
and conduct for the Christian, whose right and duty it is to study the Word and 
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit for its interpretation, in all things 
endeavoring to obey its teachings, remembering that the Old Testament should be 
studied in the Light of the New, which fulfills and completes the Old, 


There is one God, a spirit, infinite eternal, unchangeable in his being wisdom, 
power, holiness, : * sustice, love and truth, There are three persons in the God-- 
head, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the same in substance, and ‘one 
in power and glory. 


Jesus Christ is true God and true man; He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary; He bore our sins in His body on the cross, shedding His ~ 
blood for our redemption; He bodily rose from the dead and ascended into 

heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, where He intercedes for us, being 

the only mediator between God and man; and He shall come again to judge the 
living and the dead, 


The Holy Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity whd glorifies Christ, is the 
agent of the Godhead in applying the salvation wrought by Jesus Christ to 
sinners in this present world, convicting them of sin, and of righteousness 
and of judgment. The Holy Spirit moves men to accept redemption in Christ, 
comforts and edifies believers, working in them the fruits of sanctification, 
and endues with power for His service. 


Man was created in the image and likeness of God, with moral freedom, He was 
tempted, and disobeying the expressed will of God, sinned; so that through 
one-man sin erttered into the world, and death through sin; and so death 
passed unto all men, for all have sinned, Yet God, being rich in mercy, 
offers men eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ, 


Salvation from sin and from eternal judgment is mt obtained by human works, 
nor by the observance of the law; it is the gift of God, which the repentant 
sinner receives by faith in the redemptive work of Jesus Christ; and in none 
other is there salvation; for neither is there any other name under heaven, 
that is given among men, wherein we must be saved. 


The true church of Christ is invisible, consisting of all believers who, in 
all ages and among all races, tongues and nations, are united to Christ by 
faith. We recognize as visible churches all those bodies of believers which, 
submitting to a certain form of (ecclesiastical) government, voluntarily 
associate themselves together to proclaim Christ's Gospel, to worship Him in 
spirit and in truth, and vrovoke one another to godly living, in accordance 
with the Scriptures, Of-these churches our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is 
the true and only Head. - 
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@ BY-LAWS OF THE COUNCIL 





I. Name, This organization shall be called the "Rvangelical Missions Officers! 
Council", 


II. Membership, This Council shall be composed of all missions subscribing to. 
the doctrinal statement and desiring to cooperate. Each mission_ 
shall send its official representative, through whom all members of that 
mission should clear all matters to be presented to this Council. Upon 
written application new missions may be received into membership by a 
two-thirds vote of the Council, 


JII, Meetings. 
A. Meetings of the Council shall be held every two years, 


B. & special meeting of the Council may be called by the Executive Committee 
or upon petition of two-thirds of the mission executives of the cooperatin 
bodies, 


C. Attendance of official representatives of all member missions is expected 
at all biennial meetings, 


@ D. Place and date of meeting shall be determined in advance either by the 
Council or the Executive Committee, and notice of same shall be mailed 
by the secretary to the missions? representatives sixty days in advance 
of the meeting, except in cases of extreme emergency, when this time 
limit shall not be enforced. 


E. A majority of voting members eligible to a seat on the Council shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, 


Iv. Officers, 


A. The officers of the Council shall be three: president, secretary- 
treasurer, and recording secretary. 


B, These officers shall be elect&d by ballot at the last session of each 
biennial meeting and shall serve until their respective successors have 
been elected at the next biemnial meeting. 


C. In case of a vacancy occurring among the officers of members of the 
committees, the Executive Committee shall appoint someone to fill the 
unexpired term, When an officer or member of a standing committee 
ceases to be the official representative of his mission, his place 
is considered vacant and the Executive ‘Committee will vroceed to fill 
the vacancy, 


‘ 
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D. Duties. 


1, President: shall preside at all meetings of the Council and 
. Executive Committee and shall serve as ex-oficio member of all 
committees except such as might concern the presidency. 


2. Secretary-treasurer; shall keep a permanent record of all meetings 


of the Council and Executive Committee and send a digest of such 
records to each mission representative. He shall keep a file of 


all records and communications of either body and preserve a 

roster of membership and attendance at meetings, He shail send 
official notice of all meetings.. He shall receive all monies of 
the Council, keep same in a recognized bank, issue receipts for ail 
money received, and keep vouchers of expenses. 


3. Recording secretary: shall prepare the minutes of each session 
of the Council, He shall also compile and keep up to date a 
‘statistical chart of all evangelical work in Colombia, 


Ve Committees, The committees of the Council shall be of two classes, namely 
standing and special. 


A, Standing committees shall serve continuously and shall be elected by 
ballot. No member can serve on two standing committees. The following 
shall be the standing committees: (a) Executive Committee, (b) Legal 
Affairs Committee, 


ie Membership and Composition, 


(a) The Executive Committee shall consist of the three officers 
of the Council, 


(b) The Legal Affairs Committee shall consist of three members 
preferably resident in Bogota, 


2. Duties, 


(a) Executive Committee, This committee shall represent the 
- Council between sessions in all urgent matters which may come 
up; shall counsel new missions coming into the countrys and 


shall convoke the Council in regular or special meetings. It 
shall also promote inter-mission regional gatherings, inclucing 
Colombian workers, in all parts of Colombia, and genera. 
conferences or congresses of such nature for the entire 
republic when deemed advisable, . 


(b) Legal affairs Committee. This committee shali represent as 
many cooperating (or non-cooperating) missions as may authorize 
it to do so before the Colombian gcvernment anid/er the 
diplomatic and consular represertatives of foreign <cuntries, 
in matters related to: 

(1) the legal problems connected with the entrance of 
missionaries into the country; 

(2) requests for justice in cases of persecution of either 
Colombians or missionaries; and 

(3) any other matters which may arise and have to be dealt 
with trough the aforementioned authorities. 


~ 
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VII. 
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B. Special Committees shall be elected or appointed for special duties, 
They shall serve until those duties are fulfilled, and shall then be 
discharged. Such committees shall include the following and whatever 
others the Council may require from time to time; (a) Findings 
Committee, (b) Committee on Credentials and Nominations, and (c) 
Auditing Committee. 


Right to Vote. 


A. Each member mission shall have one vote on Council matters - that of 
the executive who officially represents that mission, 


B. Two or more-smissions, if they find it expedient , may appoint a joint 
representative, but in that: case said representative shall still have 
_ only one vote, _— 


Amendments. These by-laws may be amended at any Council meeting by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present, 


Comity. It is expected that all member missions will exercise Christian 
charity in the expansion of their work by being careful not to 
encroach on one another's territory, that no mission will enter 
territory recognized as belonging to another mission without duly 
consulting the leaders of said mission, and that in cases where 
an understanding aannot be reached the question will be submitted 
to the Executive Committee of the E.M.0.C. If a mission representative 
of those involved is a member of the Executive Committee his place 
shall be filled for the consideration of this matter by a neutral 
member of the Council. 


MINUTES ~ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ~ APRIL 14, 1947, 
Meeting opened with prayer by Thoresen. 


Supt. read letter from Dr, Syrdal re. visa apolication for 
Mendenhalls and Sheldahl. 


Discussion of letters from Dr. Guldaeth and medical program: 


Voted: that recommendation be mete that Dr. Guldeseth apply 
for a visa as a medical man (not as a miasionary) and that 
the scope of his medical work be decided after Dr. Syrdal 
and Rev. Jensen have visited the field. 


Voted: that we protest against the action of the Board 1 
refusing the vote to merried women and that we ask the Board 
to reconsider said action of the January Conference and that 
wote be given to all active workers, men or women, which shall 
include the wives of those active workers. 


Voted: that we recommend to the Conference that financial 
arrangements with students needing help be mage through a 
committee chosen by the faculty of the Institute. 


Meeting sdjourned, Morek closed with prayer. 





April 4, fie 
po MEDICAL SURVEY IN COLOMBIA 19+ ‘ORS 
| : by Or Gustav Guldseth f 

Survey of investigation. 


@ Soon after arriving in Medellin, Miss Tennis, who hei taken 
one year'ea training in the large Catholic hosnital there, 
introduced me to several M.D.'s. One of them suggested i 
work with him. They were cordial and helpful. 


In Bogota, the Presbyterians introduced me to their friendly 
M.D., Dr. Cortez. He was sympathetic to my aims, and first 
trlie’d to get a license to place me as a "public Health" assis- 
tant to himself. The authorities insisted that one must take 
Spanish Med. Ex. to nrocure a license. Then he suggested that 
I could work with him on the Presbyterian Barransuilla Hosri- 
tal project - and that we unite with this work, This would be 
aulte removed from our field and missionaries however. 


I spent about 10 days visiting various offices in Bcgota to 
find a Loophole for entrance. Finally the office of Mea, Titles 
(Med. License) said thet if I worked on the plains, they would 
not interfere, unless local action was filed against me, then 
they would be obligated to consider it. 


A *"Practicante" (vractical Dr.) license is odtainable locally. 
A possibility is to begin with this ani go up for exams when 
language is sufficient. Medical terminology is similar to 
English terms, both being taken from the Latin. 


& La Aguada seems to be the place most auitable at present, due 
to the many Evangelical friends there, But it is orly a vil- 
lage. All say that seovle are willing to travel far for medi- 

‘cal treatment, however, It is at the foot of the mcuntains, 
altitude 1599 feet. 


A "practical" license would not vermit of major surgery - and 
we are still eeeking for the nearest Colombian M.D. to sponsor 
me as his essistant. I found such a man, M.D., who is working 
south of our field (Pentecostal M.) but he has no jurisdiction 
over our area. 


p- am willing to act as the Lord leads. If sent to South America, 
I would keep my family in Mefellin until a suitable brick ani 
tile roof house or cottage was ready for them on the plains. 
Land is much cheavrer here ani further out on vlains, is free. 


If people are instructed and guided aright here, there are great 
possibilities, The Colombian cobethia foes nothirg for them - 
not even build roads, In dry season, jeen could get around 

QO.K., however. Many here have rene “tropical infectious Siseases. 


Hospitais in South America are usually built in sensrate unit 
called vavillions. A possibility is that 1 or two pariviione: 
could first be built. A local man burns brick and tile. If 

@ the work grows, additional vavillions could de aided - according 
to a suitable pattern. 


AS) 
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Recommendations: 


1) Medical Work 


2) 


3) 


It is the concensus of oninion of the following members (and 
friend) of Mission, that thie center be established at La 
Aguada. Rev. Ostrem, Mork (and father,) and myself. Rev. 
Thoregon and Olson have not visited the plains and are non- 
committal as yet. 


Points in favor: 
1} There are no M.D.s here ani the need is greatest. 
2) Abundant spring water. No mosquitoes. 
3) Fewer and lukewarm Catholics. Many of Nationals 
_ friendly to our church. We have a good school here. 
4) Gould serve doth mountains and plains. 
5) One of our strongest and most progressive stations 
at present, 


Points against: 
1) No roeds. (There are 2 projested roads) 
Plain lands 8 miles away at Moreno. 
Freight is 10 centavos (6 1/24) a ib. in large lots. 


Missionery Rest Cottages 


Near Aguada, we feel alao thet these cottages (1 or 2 to begin 
with) could be set up, as most missionaries will reauire yearly 
medical attention, and Tyvhoit shots, etc. 


The altitude would be sufficiently low to be beneficial. Nights 
are cool, comparatively. Baranauilla (on sescoast) where Pres- 
byterians go, is much more muggy antl onoressive. There is clean 
spring water; and comodities (except flour) are reasonable. 
There is Psychological freedom: a minority of Catholics, and 
these quite indifferent. This freedom of tension would be moat 
welcome to the missionary, 


I understand Mr. Stadsklev (who is on his ow) is looking at 
the land here. He is willing to coorerate with the Church, 


The Medellin School 


The Medellin School is running indevendently at present, with 3 
Christian and excellent teachers. They have chanel every A.™. 
31 punils. 


It has been and I believe it will be advantageous for this 
school to remain indepvendent - andi rather receive yearly grants 
of ca.$500 or so from each of the 4 or 5 missions interested. 
There is too little income for salaries (they barely have enough 
for foot.) or imnrovements, which are necessary. 


4) Lutheran Center at Bogota 


Sur missionaries often come here in regard to vises, passports, 
dental work and general sucplies, ete. Only dirty "“nension" 


Be 
aoa | n 
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hostels or expensive hotels are available. We should have a 
qmall home here. Many German Lutherans are said to have come 
here and mission work sould be carried on with these, as well 
as with Jews, if possible. A suitable place could be rented 
for this work. 


G. J. Guldseth, M.D. 





May 12,1947. 


Dr. Rolf Syrdal, 
425 South 4th Street, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Dear Dr. Syrdals: : 
Just a Note to tell you how much we are looking forward to 


having you and heve Jensen with us in July. we are only sorry you cannot stay 
longer. 


Reve and Mre.e Malde were here last weeke So the committee asigned the 
task of planning the July Conference got together and worked out the program. 
Due to gome confugion of dates in the planning of your itinerary,which I under, 
stand is being corrected I cannot give you the exact date or the copy of the 
program which we hope to have in mimeograghed form. But you would undoubtedly 
like to know as soon ae posible what we expect of you in respect to the pro- 
greme So I shall just mention the theme and the _Lopice in the order in which 
they will come if you will be .so Kind as to con tribute in our inspiration and 
Seat teat! one in this ways 


The conference theme is "THY KINGDOM COME". Topics are: 
Ite Purpoee (Syrdal), Ite Power (Jensen), Its People (those talled to evangelize 
and those to be evangelized,signs find trends of the times hopeful and ot lerwisce, 
ect.) (Svrdal),Its Program (serving the one sole purpose --practical application, 
methods etc.)(Jensen), ----- Communion addrese,Syrdal -----,Itg Promise, (‘Lo I am 
with you elways--",the <ingdom in glory,) (Jensen). 

Spanish services; Sunday July 27, moning :JENsen evening Syrdale No topics. 
they are the regular cpanish services.Also Wedw night, both Syrcel and Jensen 
speaking briefly with interpreter(immecessary). 


It say be well to get the yellow fever injection before leaving the States 
80 as not to be bothered by the effects of it if taken in Bogota and having to 
leave directly for the Plains. There is supposed to be some yellow fever in the 
Plains. Olson also asks me as to any special clothes or equipment you should 
bring.There is nothing special except a light suit such as one would wear anywhere 
in hot country. And you may be glad to have en army rain cape or “poncho” as you 
will strike the Plains in the Wet season. I have asked “ev. Jensen to bring one 
if possible,which I will buy from him when he leaveee I don't doubt but what you 
could easily sell yours if you did noi wish to carry it back to the States. Here 
in the altitude you will went a dark suit and a top-coat. 


Thanks for the kinc letter receiv-d quite some time ago regarding the mission- 


aries who passed away during the year. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Arnfeld C.Morck. 








MINUTES OF BUSINESS SESSIONS DURING CONFERENCE 
x , at Duitema 
July 23-29, 1947 


(All sessions were opened with devotions) 


I. Evangelism 


Ae 


C. 


D. 


@ E, 


F. 


Voted that the plan of occupation presented by the Superintendent be accepted 
as a tentative guide for the evangelistic occupation of the field. 


Dr. Syrdal spoke on economy of foreign missionary personnel, pointing out 
that the Institute in Duitama is overstaffed in comparison with the personnel 
occupied in direct evangelistic work. Rev. Jensen also stressed this fact, 
which is recognized by -all missionaries on the field as a temporary situation 
which will begin to be corrected during the next school year and in part even 
in the coming semester, It should, however, also be born in mind that the 
Institute school year is only about 7 and 1/2 months and that steff members 
have done evangelistic work during vacations. 


Yoted that Mies Bergh be placed in Tunja, Miss Thorkildson in El Cocuy, end 
Mies Danielson in Duitema, the latter to be released from her duties in the 
Institute as soon as possible, and that they also be available for evangelistic 
work at other stations as may be arranged by the station head involved and the 
Superintendent, 


Yoted that a Bible short course of a week be arranged for in La Aguada. 


Yoted that Miss Thorkildson and Pastor Morck be in charge of this course 
together with Pastor Ostrem. 


. : i 
Voted that arrangements tee eall, placement and salary of the boys to graduate 
be decided by the Executive Committee. 


Yoted that the Executive Committee study and formate plans for an *Asamblea* 
and Bible Camp for the coming year. 


II, Education 


Ae 


Be 


C. 


D. 


E. 


Educational program presented by Rev. Thoresen. 


Voted that the Institute provide a course in methods for the advanced girls so 
as to prepare them to teach in case that should be needed. 


Voted that future action in this matter be left to the Executive Committee and 
Educational Director. 


Yoted that the situation as to a school in Duitema be left to the Executive 
Committee to study and arrange for it if that be feasible. 


Voted that Pastor Morck be in charge of the ehort course for teachers. 
Voted that the raise in salary scale for teachers.for the coming year as suggested 


by Thoresen be accepted, and it is expected that the congregations assume at 
least 50% of the raise. 


oes 
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Education (Contd. ) 


G. Voted that the additional raise in the salary as suggested by Thoresen be 
epplied in the case of Gustavo Rodriguez. 


III. Literature 


A. Report given on translation and literature program by Pastor Morck. 


- Voted that Mrs. Lerson, Mrs. Thoresen, Miss Bergh, and Miss Nerlien study 
the Graded System of Sundey School lessons and repomment to Jamuary Conference 
which should be translated. 


Ce Voted that Morek be given authority to go ahead with Srenatertons hiring © 
capable Colombians for this work. 


. Yoted that Morck be our representative on an sie aeusdt cat iadet literature 
and publication committee and that any commitments be ratified by the Conference. 


I¥. Agriculture 


A. Yoted that the agriculture program be studied and be drawn up in complete 
form for the January Conference to be presented to the Board. 


Medical 


A. Voted that we request two nurses and that a clinie and visitation program 
be se set up. 


VI. Finance and Property 


A. Voted that we recommend to the Board the purchase of the house for the 
Institute at Duitama at $16,000.00 (pesos). q 


B. Voted that we request the permission for the spending of approximately A 
$10,000.00 (pesos) for a station house in Duiteama. i 


C. Voted that we request permission to spend approximately $15,000.00 (pesos) 7 
for property in Tunja. 


D. Voted that Malde, Thoresen and Morck be authorized to transact the purchase 
of these properties. 


E. Voted that up to $1,000.00 (pesos) be requested for property in La Aguada, 
arrangements for the buying of property to be made by the station head 
together with someone appointed by the Superintendent. 


F. Voted that we accept with thanks the house at La Aguada. 
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VII. Miscellaneous 


Ae 


B. 


C. 


Letter of greeting from the Quanruds read, and Secretary instructed to 
acknowledge same. 


Voted that Dr. Syrdal and Rev. Jensen be cordially welcomed and given voice 
in conference. 


Dr. Syrdal explained the matter of vote in conference by married women - not 
granted because it is the pastor and not his wife whe is called and salaried 
by the Board, and, therefore, the one responsible. It is not a matter of 
woman's suffrage. Approval wee given of previous action by conference giving 
vote to Celmosa missionaries while awaiting their acceptance of call. 
Clarification was also given of reason for withholding vote from missionaries 


- who have not been on the field one year. 


De. 
E. 
F. 


Ge 


He 


Yoted that we extend vote in this conference to Celmosa missionaries who are 
regularly called and salaried, and to Miss Antonson who is also called and 
salaried. 


Voted that we authorize the Superintendent to sign a letter by which Rev. 
Reifenyder, president of Legal Affairs Committee, is empowered to represent 
our mission before the government. 


Dr. Syrdal reported on and clarified negotiations between Celmosa and the 
churches now in charge of the Celmosa field in Colombia. The function and 
responsibility of the Conference was also explained. Dr. Syrdal presented and 
explained list of basic furniture. 


Voted that we recommend that the term of service on field be five years with 
one year of furlough. 


Voted that turns be taken for the reeponsibility of conference meals and that 
the Executive Coumittee have the authority to place the responsibility for each 
Conference. 


Voted unanimously that we express our gratitude to Dr. Syrdal and Rev. Jensen 
and the Board (Joint) for their visit with us on the field. 





ra 
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L147 Dowd Blinuts weathed 


as . El Coouy, Boyaca 
~~ September 26, 1947 


Dear Co-workers in Christ; 


From the land of snowaaps, potatoes and suneshiny mornings we greet you in the wrds 
of Peul praying for the Philippians, Phil. 1;3-11. 


Enclosed you will find a copy of the Board Meeting Report of August 27-30. Please 
check the items with the copy of the conference minutes to see what was approved or 
left for further study (ad notam). I think most of the items are self-explanatory. 
All of us are happy over the unsolicited grant of extra allowance for our living. It 
ie going to help a bit coming now before Christmas. 


I might explain that the Executive Committee meetings referred to were the following: 
June 5, at which it was decided that, due to the necessity of Quanruds* leaving on 
furlough immediately, Maldea be asked to take over the work in Tunja when they leave, 
to contime their study of Spanish in Tunje and to be helped in the meetings by 
workers in Duitema. July 2: “Voted that Morck arrange for the placement of the 
boys during the mid-term vacations (Pausanise - El Cocuy, Oliverio - Tunje, Johnny = 
Parpe and Mausa)." July 22: (Syrdal and Jensen present) “Voted that No. 1 of the 
Third Quarter budget remittance be kept on hand for use when national workers have been 
selected" (It has reference to a gift from some pastors for a national wrker}., — 


A copy of our Executive Conmittee meeting for August 7 is also enclosed. I might add 
that the psyment to Leticia Corzo is to be made by don Rubén Gonzales of Pefia Negra 
since he requested the school and promised to support it. 


Since the Executive Committee has been delegated the responsibility of arranging the 
vacations for the missionaries, would you please send or hand to the Superintendent 

the approximate date that you want for your vacation. According to Conference decision 
approved by the Board, the single workers are allowed 150 pesos for vacation, the 
couples, 300 pesos. Could we have this before the next Executive Committee meeting 
the third or fourth week of October? It would be well for all to try to be gone when 
the load would be the least for the others or at a time when 8 national worker could 
fill in. (If air mail doesn't reach me by October 15 please send wire). 


Several have asked me about medical expenses, so I would like to quote from Dr. Syrdal's 
recommendation to the Board which is the basis for the time being of the payment of 
medical expenses; 


"1. Medical benefits on the Field. On fields where medical missionaries are 
located they are considered physicians of the missionaries and will render free 
professional service. Other necessary costs for medicine and hospitalization 
as prescribed by the missionary physician will be defrayed by the mission. 

"If no medical missionery is located on the field, the mission will pay for 
professional services received from the nearest competent physician approved 
for service to missionaries by the Mission Conference. Other medical service 
prescribed by the regularly used physician will also be defrayed by the mission. 
"If the missionary desires medical service other then that provided above, 
it shall be at the personal expense of the missionary. 

"fhe Mission will pay one-half the cost of confinement cases when missionary | 
doctors or doctors approved by the Mission Conference for medical care are usede — 
Dental work is not paid by the mission. Oculist's fees for examination are paid, 
but the Mission does not share in paying for necessary glasses. 

"2. Medical bepefits on Furlough. 

"A married missionary is to pay the first $25.00 of the bill for medical and 
surgical care prescribed by a physician for the family in any one year, and 25% 

_ of the balance. A single missionary will pay the first $15.00 of such cost in any 
one year, and 25% of the balame. 





ae 


"Phe Board will pay one-half the cost ‘of confinement cases over and above 
the. $25.00 minimum medical costs for the family. 

"All examinations ordered by the Board will be paid. Examinations desired 
beyond those requested by the Board shall be paid for by the missionary. 

"A missionary is responsible for ell dental bills and cost of glasses. 

"Any benefits received from hospital insurance kept in force by the Board 
shall be considered a part of its share in defraying rn and hospital 
expenses »" 


If any missionary has travel or expense money left over which should be refunded to 
the Board, it is according to Board decision that it be put into a special travel 
fund (for furlough travel, etc.). Please give the Board a statement of the balance 
you have, telling them that you are turning it over to the field treasurer. 


Also, according to Syrdal's instructions, the balances of the budget which each staw 
tion has, or Institute Director has, on hand at the end of the year is to be turned 
back to the field treasurer for the coming year. Thst will mean a financial statement 
from each receiver ani disburser of station or Institute budgets, and it is necessary 
that each head or director also give to the treasurer an itemized list of the things 
on hand, as:of December 31, 1947, that belong to the mission; such as, furniture, 
books, eta. 


Also, it is necessary for each head to prepare a report of the work done in each sta~ 
tion and Institute during the past year, to be presented to the Conference. It would 


‘be well if attached to it could be recommendations to the Conference of any items 


which should be acted upon that influence the activity of that station or Institute. 
I think the practice of the Presbyterians in regard to stations is worth oopying. 
They have a meeting in each station of all the wrkers involved there and they 
present recommendations to the Conference as a groupe 


This is getting to be a long list of things to do, but the end of the year is not #0 
far off, ami lest it catch us unprepared for these things, I would also add that 
each head and director has to report to the Exeoutive Conmittee before the Conference 
a@ proposed budget for the coming year. Copies:of the proposed budget to be filled in 
will be mailed to each one needing them so as to make our budgets uniform. 


As to business for our coming Conference I have the following items; 1) Recommendation 
of Executive Committee that financial arrangements with students be handled by a 
faculty committee of the Institute. 2) The matter of participation in other asamb leas. 
3) Furloughs, placements, and appointments. 4) Constitutions for congregations ard 
requirements for membership. 65) Our July Conference (Syrdal questions that the Board 
will approve paying travel for two conferences). And what have you? Please tell 
me or some member of the Executive Committee if you have something else to discuss and 
to be acted upon. 


May I also ask you to be praying about, pondering over, and proposing to the Committee 
before the October meeting any recommendation to help guide us as we deliberate md 
plan for; 1) Asamblea; 2) Bible camp; 38) The call, salary, etc., of the boys gradua~ 
ting; 4) The Conference program. 

Greetings to all, and God's blessings. 


Sincerely in Christ, 


(OL) 








From Board Minutes - August 27-30, 1947. 
COLOMBIA. 


fhe Board of Foreign Missions of the E.LeC. dissolved to meet together with 
the Board members of the U.E.L.0+ as a joint Board on Colombia. 


Members present; E.IeG., Stavig, Assgaard, Lavik, Louis, Onstad, Hanson; 
- UeKeLeCe, Carlson, Jensen, Paulsen. Advisory members of the BeleG. present, 
Syrdal, Burgess. 


le i?) to ib ae 
Brief report on trip to Colombia was made by Rev. Jensen and Dr. Syrdal 
to supplement duplicated report handed to the board members. 


2. Reports 
_ Reports were made by Dr. Syrdal on the situation in reference to entrance 
permits, and the following status of calis extended; 
le Rev. Gerhard Ostrem. Call Accepted. 
2e Miss Hildur Thorkildson. Call Accepted. 
3. Rev. Andrew Larson. Call not accepted. 


3. f Se 29 Te 
The Conference report was read with following action taken. 


I. Evangelism. 
A. Approved. 
Be Ad Notam. 
Cos Deg Bey Fey Ge Appr oved. 


TI. Education. 
Ae Ad Notam 
Bes Coy Dey Ee, Fe, Ge Appr oved. 


Tile Literature. 
A. Ad Notam 


B. Approved. 

C. Approved., with the understanding that it be within the budgeted 
allotment. 

D. Approved. 


IV. Agricalture. 
Approved. 


Ve Medical. 
Approved for calling at such time as the budget will permit. 


VI. @ and Proper 
Aes Bey Gog Dey E. Approved 


Voted: That the cooperating Boards be asked to contribute their 
proportionate shares for the above purchases. 


Fe. Approved. 


VII. Miscellaneous, 
4. Approved. 


Bes Ces Des Ee, F. Ad Notam 
G. Approved tentatively, pending revision of mission rules. 
He, Ie, Ad Notam. 


4e Executive Committee Minutes of June 5, July 2, July 22. 


4d Notam. 
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6. Request for 2000 pesos for Colmosa 
Voted; That the action of the last Board meeting relative to 2000 Pesos 
be rescinded since there has been no official request from Celmosa. 


6. DPogtor for Colombia. 
Voted; That we reconsider action relative to calling Dr. Guidseth to 
Colombia. 


VARIA 


le 174 oe 
Voted; That the list of basic furniture submitted by the Board be 
considered a maximm amount to be realised gradually. 


2. Gost of Living Allowance. 
Voted; That a cost-of-living allowance of $120 a year for a single 
worker, and $200 for a married couple be mde for the second half of 
1947 and for 1948, 
3. Uniformity of Accounts. 
Voted; That the Treasurer's office be asked to assist in setting up 
@ uniform accounting system with prescribed forms for use on 211 fields 
for use in reporting the status of various fands handled on the field; 
also reporting all receipts‘from all sources and disbursements therefrom. 


4e Travel Accounts. 
Voted; That refunis to Missionery Conference treasuries on advances to 
missionaries for travel be credited to a special travel fund. 


° 


1 ay 
i? 


Basic Furniture Account 


(All things already purchased and refund now desired.) 





2 Livine room chairs and Davanport.......- - $115.00 - ee 
Buffetecccccvccses aeeve0e eeeeceeseeereseeeeoeeoee? 100,00 - re aof 

Chest of Drawers (due from last year).....- »- 15,002-— 256 

Study Chair. ..cccccccceccccsccccccssceces woe 75200- 1h. 


Baby Bed. eaeeeceecses e@oeccceereersersooere eoce 80,00 - ape” 


Cedar Chest ( in place * of second chest of so yo eee 
GraWers < )vKcsavvs cove eseeus ees 60.00 - — Z| Ta 


$445 .00 





+ 


Voted: That the following be adopted as regulations for “Basic Furniture" 
to be supplied by the mission on all our fields, 


A. Basic furniture for station with married couple. 
1) Kitchen: Stove, Table, 4 Chairs, 
2) Dining Room: Table, 6 Chairs, Buffet. 
3} Living Boom: Couch and 2 Chairs 
4) Bed Room: 3 Double Beds, Wardrobe, 2 Cheet of Drawers | 
5) Office: Desk or Table, 3 Chairs, and Bookcase, 


B, Hass furniture for single workers. 
1) Kitchen: Stove, Table, 2 Chairs. 
2) Dining Room: Table, 4 Chairs, Buffet 
3) Living Room: Couch and 2 Chairs. 
4) Bed Room: 1 Single Bed, Wardrobe, Chest of Drawers. 
5) Guest Boom: 1 Double Bed, Chest of Dravers. 
&) Office: Deskor Table, 2 Chairs, Bookcase. 


Basic FuRmimume =~ (77 


G6, Stoves shall be optional according to the decision of the Conte 
ence on the field. 


D. Stoves are to fit the naeds of individual stations on the field, 
according to Conference decision. 


EB, Wherever passible all furniture ehali be purchased or made in the 
country where it is to be used. 


FF, The Basic surniture shall be standardized for each field. 


G, Hach Conference shall establish a maximum sum for vurehasing or 
making this basic furniture, above which the mission accepts no 
obligation. 


H, All Conference actions on basic furniture shall be referred back 
to the Board for final action. Detailed set of rules will be 
worked out later. 


I, The Mission Conference may buy furniture which individuals have 
already placed in a home and which fits the definition of Basic 
furniture, providing this has not previously heen paid for by the 
Mission. ‘he price for such furniture is to be determined by the 
Mission Conference, and may not exceed the basic amount allowed 
by the Conference. 


J, The Conference shall have full authority to decide where furniture 
aheall be placed, and shall keep invoice of items belonging under 
Basic furniture in each place, All basic furniture shall be marked 
as mission property. 


Voted: ‘hat the list of basic furniture submitted by the Board be considered 
a maximum amount to be realized gradually. 





i. 
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36 


5. 


You. 1947 


V. COLOMBIA 


Requests for Entrance Permits. 





Report was made by Dr. Syrdal that the latest requests for entrance 
permits for Miss Arnesen and Miss Torkelson had been denied. The 
suggestion that an attorney in Bogota be contacted in the matter of 
entrance permits was aporoved by common consent. 


Executive Committee Meeting 8-7-47. 


The report of this Committee Meeting was read and accepted Ad Notam. 


Purchase of Property. 
It was reported that one building for the Institute in Duitama had 


been purchased at the cost of 16,000 pesos and that investigation 
is now being made for suitable residence for missionaries. 


Engagement of Rev. Morck and Miss Hildur Thorkildson. 
Dr. Syrdal was requested to write a letter expressing our joy and best 


wishes to Rev. Morck and Miss Hildur Thorkildson on the occasion of 
their engagement. 


Report by Rev. Jensen. 


Rev. Jensen reported that the Board of the U.E.L.C. will contribute 
20% of the cost of the building recently purchased in Duitama. 


VARIA. 


Circulating Library For Missionaries. 
Voted: That we authorize the mission secretary to set this suggestion 
up as a special project. 


14, Next Board Meeting 


Voted: nat the Board meet for its next meeting Feb. 2-4, 1948, 


CELMOSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Duitema, Boyace 
Colombia, Se Ae 
January 6-12, 1948 
Conference was opened in the name of the Holy Trinity by Supt. Harold Le Olson. 
I. All sessions were opened with devotions. ; 
A. Mornings; ‘The Race Which is Set Before Us" 
1. Introduction, The Race, by Arnfeld Morek 
2. The Witnesees by Gerhard Ostren 
3e Running with Patience by Irene Thoresen 
4, The Sin Which Doth so 
Easily Beset Us by Roy Malde 
5- leoking Unto Jesus by Virginie Antonsen 
B. Afternoons: Miscellaneous 
1. Selma Halde 
2-e Hildur Horck 
e Belva Nerlien 
« Hans Thoresen 
C. Saturday evening fellowship - Joyce Bergh and Helen Ostren. 
II. Reports 
Ae Report by Superintendent. 
B. Secretary's report read and approved. 


CO. Treasurer's report read, discussed and approved. 


De Report by auditing committee heard and approved by vote. 


TiI. Evangeliaem 


A. Voted that the Quanrude be placed on the Plains, the exact location to be 
decided upon by the Executive Committee after an investigation has been made. 


Be Discussion of Conatitution for Congregations. 


Ce. Voted to approve Article 1V, No. 1, with the following stipulations to guide 
the missionaries ; 
1. A personal, public manifestation of faith in Christ as Saviour, the pastor 
to use his discretion in individual cases as to the manner of the testimony. 
2. That the act of confirmation be used with the vow excepting that the pastor 
repeats the Articles of Faith. 
3« The laying on of hands used thereafter. 


De Voted that we approve the proposed constitution for congregations as presented 
and read. 


Cie 


III. Evangeliam (Cont'd) 


Iv. 


Ee 


F. 


Voted that we require acceptance of Articles II, III and X of the Constitu- 
tion in order to organize as a Lutheran congregation, and also Articles IV, 
VII, and IX of the Constitution and Sections I and III of the By-Lews for 
membership in the organization of congregations. 


Voted that the approval of the lawyer's corrections of the proposed 
Constitution be left to the missionaries in Duitame and Tunja who are 


' present at the time the manuscript might be ready, a minimum being Thoresen, 


Ge 


Malde and Morck. 


Voted that Morck be in charge of the Duitama station when Thoresen leaves 
on furlough. | 





H. Voted that planning for a general meeting of our people, to be held during 
the short vacation, be left to the Executive Committee. | 

Edueation 

A. Yoted that recommendation of Executive Coumittee regarding student help be 
tabled for further study at thie Conference. 

Be Voted that Morck be appointed Director of the Bible Institute for a two- 
year tertie 

C. Voted that Mise Bergh and Miss Nerlien be placed in the Institute. 

De Comments on Educational Program by Thoresen. 

Ee Voted that Gustavo Rodrigues be given $80.00 (pesos) a month if he presents 
proof that he must support his mother. 

F. Voted that we accept the Colombian marking system as the etandard for all 
of our achoole and that Educational Director place the value cf the system 
on the new cards. 

Ge Voted that Juanita Wilchesa :be asked to teach in Parpa should we be in need 
of a teacher for that school. 

He Voted that the planning of a short course for teachers and the Bible Course 
on the Plains be left to the Executive Committee. 

I. Voted that all student aid given by mission or missionary funde: be handled 
through the Institute faculty. 

Je Voted that student aid for first-year students be offered to the respective 


congregations in alphabetical order insofar es funds are available and that 
the congregations, in order to receive this opportunity, recommend their 
candidates for "beca® and back up said recommendation with the payment of 
the "matrfeula" fee. 


apace a 
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VI. 


Ae Voted that we translate the Sunday School Series beginning with Nos. 3 and 4, 
No. 4 to be translated immediately and No. 3 to be accommodated or reworked 
meanwhile as to the necessary chang:s of material and pictures, and later 
submitted te the translator. 


Be Belve Nerlien, Mrs. Thoresen and Koy Malde elected for Literature Committee. 


Ce Voted that we accept for general use the text of the Catechism published by 
SEL Testigo", Puerto Rico. 


De Voted that we translete and print the following books in the order in which 
they are numbered; 1) Stump's “Catechioa®, 2) “Infant Baptism & Adult 
*, 3) “Under Hie Winge*, 4) “Warch of Faith", 5) “fen Studies 
in Pereonal Evangelism", 6) “Sible Teachinge* 3 "From Death Unto Life® 
(already being translated). 


Agriculture 


Voted that the Executive Committee be responsible for presenting an 
agricultural program not later than the next reguler conference. 


VII. Medical . 


POww me 


VIII. Finance and Property 


Ix. 


A. Voted that the budgets as presented for the present year be approved. 


Be Voted that the money be transferred from the emergency fund to cover the 
overdraft in the other funds. 


ve. Voted that the Executive Committee be empowered to cisburse the gift noney 
on hand in £1 Cocuy and Tunja. 


D. Voted that we recommend to the Board a loan of $2500.00 (pesos) to the 
congregation in Luitanma for the purchase of cemetery ground, said loan 
to be paid back in payments of $400.00 minimum annually, beginning with 
January, 1949. 


EB. Voted that investigation of and arranging for “personerfa jurfdica*® 
(incorporation for holding property) be left to the Executive Committee. 


Fe Voted that we request $2000.00 (pesos) for the buying of a house and land, 
and improvement of eame, at Parpea, this to be the home of the Colombian 
evangelist. 


G. Voted that we pay the deficits in the budget funds as presented by the 
station heads and the Institute Director. 


Miscellaneous 


Ae Greetings received from Quanrude, Mendenhalls, Kev. K.k Jensen, and the 
China Mission. Secretary instructed to acknowledge them. 
sea Of 


-%e Miscellaneous (Cont'd) 


@ B. Voted that the Thoresens be granted furlough in cha and Miss Antonsen at 
the end of the school year. 


C. Voted that Thoresen be recommended for advanced etudy during his furlough. 
De Voted that we accept Thoresen's resignation from the Executive Committee. 


E. Voted thet Virginia Antonsen fill the office of Elizabeth Heerde on the 
Executive Committee while Mises Heerde is on furlough. 


F. Yoted that beginning thie year we seek to stagger the offices of muembera 
of the Executive Committee so as to provide more continuity in the 
committee. 


Ge Yoted that Pastor Malde fill the office of Rev. Thoresen on the Executive 
Committee. 


He Voted that we request four wardrobes at approximately §100.00 {pesos) each, 
three desk tables, approximately §40.00 to $50.00 (pesos) each, and nine 
dining room chairs at approximately §10.00 (pesos) each, in the styles 
approved by the Conference. 


I. Voted that we propose te Mr. Stadaklev the personal offer of $300.00 (dollars) 
previously made by Thoresen for the piano. 


& J. Voted that Rev. &@ Mrs. Reifsnycer's expenses be covered by the Conference. 


(We profited much by the rich and varied missionary experiences of Rev. and 
Mrs. Reifenyder (of the Presbyterian mission) during special sessions Saturday 
and Sunday as they, with unusual interest and wit, spoke of théir recent trip 
to México and their former service as missionaries in that country and in 
Venezuela. Rev. Reifsnyder also preached the Word at the Spanish service 
Sunday evening and brought us a fine devotional message at the opening of our 
last business session. ) 


‘MINUTES OF THE EVANGLICAL SISSIONS'_OFFIORRS COUNCIL MEETINGS _ 
HELD IN BOGOTA, JAN, 19-21, 1948 


The meetings were. officially vpened in the evening of Jan. 20, 1948, by the | 
President, O. E. Langeloh, In this meeting the delegates assembled for a period of 
meditation and prayer, 


The morning session of January 21 convened at 8:30 and was opened by a persc¢ 
of devotions led by Rev. John Dyck, 

Dr. B. !'. Pearson was then called upon to give the treasurer's report. The 
report was accepted subject to the. approval. of the auditors, (Ay Pe “#Ly ; 

Rev, T. Bancroft Reifsnyder, chaifmin of the Legal affairs sommittee, was 
called upon to give the report of his committee. He stated that his work had 
largely consisted of attemp 8 to get visas for missionary candidates. He stated 
chat with the. exception of two visas recently granted, that no _yisas had been 
sranted by the Foreign Office to missionaries, Those who have feceived entrance 

ecmits received them only when consuls in the States granted “them without 
Sonaittine the Foreign’ Office. in Bogota. Rev. Reifsnyder gave a summary of his. 
attempts to get visas for missionaries in which he indicated that there séems ‘to be 
pressure from high government offices to not permit the foreign minister to issue 
visas to missionaries, 

Rev. John Dyck and Rev, Harold Olson were appointed as auditors to audit-= 
financial reports. 

( oo Mr. Langeloh, gave a ‘finaneial report. The report was approved. 
App. #2 

The report of the specially called aeeting of the EMOC Executive committee in 
Aoril was made, The report was approved. 

It was moved that the ‘tems for special consideration in the report of the 
Special “Meeting of the Executive committee, be arranged in the form of recommen- 
dations by the Executive Committee and be presented to the EMOC. The motion was 
carried, This was followed by a short recess. : 

The second half of the morning session was opened by prayer by the president. 
This was followed by a roll call. The following member missions responded: 

1, The “esleyan ilethodist Mission, Rev. Robert Crosby; 2. The Scandinavian Alliance 
Mission, Rev. Olav Eikland; 3. The Cumberland Presbyterian “fission, ,Rev. Henry Newman ; 
4, The Colombian Evangelical Lutheran ‘fission of South America, Rev, Harold Olson; 

5, The Interamerican “fission, Dr. B. n. Pearson: 6. The General Conference Mennonite 
Mission, Rev. Gerald Stucky; 7. The Christian and Missionary Alliance, Rev. 0, &. 
Langeloh; 8, The “resbvterian “fission, Rev. T. B, Reifsnyder. The following member 
missions had no revresentative present: 9. The Latin American “Mission; 10. The 
Calvary Holiness “Mission, 11, Agencias Biblicas Unidas; 12. Oren Bible Standard; 

13, South American Indian “fission, 

Also present were the following representatives of non-member missions: Rev, 
John Dyck, “Mennonite Brethren “fission, ‘irs, Harriet Guevara, Mission of the Andes; 
Rev, Paul Epler, Assemblies of God, Rev. Ira Washburn, Indevendent: Rev. and “rs. 
Paul Anderson, Four Square Gospel “fission. Also vresent as visitors were Rev. George 
Constance, and “iiss Marjorie McGawn. 

After a brief discussion on statistical information, it was resolved that we 
seek to compile statistics which shall be made from the answers to d set of questions 
compiled by Dr. B, H, Pearson, 

Rev. Emery Newman led a round table discussion on comity as to schools, students, 
districts, national workers, missionaries, ete, It was vointed out that there existed 
a great dearth of teaching personel, and that we must try to solve the problems, 

The voroblems involved when one mission sends students to the schools of another 
mission were discussed, It was the coneensus of opinion that the mission that sends 


er 





tee 


SUCH STUDENTS SHOULD NOT ONLY TAY FOR THE “MINIM EXPENSES IN ; 
such students should not only pay for the minimum expenses involved in the education 
of that student, but should also pay for the pro-rated overhead expenses involved. 
Besides, if any number of students are sent, the gending mission should also feel 
obliged to help the mission that is doing the educating, with teachers. It was 
pointed out that the Bible Institute of the Christian. & “issionary Alliance was at 
the present in great need of help in staffing its school. The Inter-American fission 
is still in a positien to offer its facilities ta students of other missions, and 
welcome such students. The matter of national workers of one mission seeking — 
employme:t or being offered employment by a seéond mission was also discus sed, 
mus ~resident then appointed a committee consisting of Rev. Olson, Rev. Eikland, 
Dr. Pearson, and Rev. Reifsnyder, to serve as a committee. on Comity to make a study 
of the matter and to make definite recommendations to the EMOC in reference to 
future policy. 

It was moved that the meeting adjourn. Approved. 


Afternoon Session, January 20, 1948 


The meeting was opened by a period of devotion led by Rev. Robert Crosby, The 
minutes of the morning session were then read and avproved,. 

Rev. Ira “::shburn then led a discussion on the "Evangelical Schools under the 
Concordat." The basis of the discussion was the fact that under the new conservative 
government a number of schools in Boyacd and‘elsewhere of evangelical sponsorship 
had been closed by the ‘finister of Education, said “inister using the Concordat as 
the basis of his authority for his actions. 4s a result of tremendous opposition 
by the Colombians to the actions of the “finister of education, the Attorney General 
ruled, or gave his opinion in an onen letter to the ‘“finister of Education that the 
Concordat does not forbid the existance of private schools by other than catholics 
in the intendencias, and that the constitution guarantees freedom of education. 

It was pointed out that the uoshot of the whole affair seems to be a decided victory 
for the “vangelical cause esvecially in the light of the fact that the nationals 
themselves have taken uvon themselves the resnonsibility to see to it that there be 
freedom of education, Since many schools, however, are still closed the question 
was raised whether we should hire a Colombian lawyer to work out the matter for 

the EMOC and the ‘fissions of Colombia thereby securing once and for all freedo 

to overate schools in all parts of Colombia. Bu 

AS a result of the above discussion the president appointed the followin 
committee to study the above question and to make recommendations to the EMOC: 
Rev. Ira Washburn, Chm., Rev. George Constance, “rs, Harriet Guevara, and Rev. John 


Dyck, ; 

AS a result of the question as to whether the FOC would be interested in 
helping to svonsor a school for missionary children, it was pointed out that “fiss 
Adeline Tennis is now conducting a school for American Children in Medellin, and 
that the ‘fennonite Brethren iission also has a missionary whose sole task is to 
educate missionary children, but that the program is but in its beginning. 

Rev. Siciliani of the Agencias Biblicas Unidas was oresented to the group and 
have a short but interesting discussion on the vresent conditions relative to the 
securing, vrinting, and distribution of Bibles, 

The meeting was adjotrned by a prayer led by Rev, Siciliani, 


Morning Session, January 21, 1948 


The meeting of the morning opened by a period of devotions led by Rev. A. E. 
Kreider, President of the “‘ennonite “{ssion Board. This was followed by a revort 
by Rev. Alfonso Lloreda, Colombian delegate to the meeting of the “forld Council of 
the Yorld S, S. Association held in Birmingham, England. 
Rev, Lloreda reported that the convention was vorimarily interested {n discussing 
Ecumenicity, and that Sunday School work and a vrogram for children of the Sunday : 
< 
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rae eo 
school was incidental, This strong move in the convention brought about a change in 
the name of the convention from World S. S$, Convention to “orld Council of Christian 
Education, All effcrts seemed to be made to leave the 5, ». ideas aside, and t) chang 
them to Christian Education, It was reported that the intense interest in Youtu work 
completely overshadowed the interest in children's work, 

Rev. Lloreda also stated that there was a complicated and rapid desire fcr 
Ecumenicity in which every effort was made to coordinate the work of the “_ co. of 
Christian Fducation with the Norld Council of Churches. 

Rev. Lloreda recommended that the FOC avooint a Sunday School staff “9 wok 
for curriculum materials and to advance the progran of child evangelism in Colombia. 
It was pointed out that we desnerately need visual aids and standardized m terials. 
That Children are the key to our church here in “olombia and that we need children 
workers to actually evangelize the children. 


The second half of the morning meeting was qceunied with the discussion of 
Regicnal Conferences led by Rev. Harold Olson, Among the Regional conferences now 
in cpgration in Colombia were mentioned the one in Palmira conducted by the joint 
effort of the followhg missions, C&A, GMU, Menn. Brethren, Brethren of Pastoy and 
she Cumb, Presby.; The Victorious Life Conference conducted by the Interamerican _ 
‘fission, and those in Tolima, Bucaramanga, and Pidacuesta, These were discussed with 
much interest. The following resolution brought by Mr. Langeloh from the C&MA 
national conference was then vresented: 
"Procirese con todos los esfuerzos necesarios desarrollar una campafia en >ro 
de un Congreso Nacional de Iglesias Evangélicas, en que tomen parte reoresen- 
taciones de todas las iglesias, todas denominaciones y todas las misiones 
evangélicas de Colombia; lo cual se procurard llevar a cabo en el afio que 
comienza o a mas tardar en el afio 1949, y en el lugar que se estime mas 
conveniente, F. de P, Ordéfiez," ; 
This mtter was discussed at length and then the following motion was made by Drs B. H. 
Pearson 
"Moved that we endorse the plan for a national congress of "vangelical churches 
/as vresented by the national conference of the C%‘fA Convention, and that it 
include nationals and missionaries." “lotion as adopted. 
The meeting was then adjourned. : 


The Afternoon Sussion, Jan. 21, 1948 


The ofternoon session was opened by a devotional veriod led by Rev. A. E. Kreider. 
This was followed by a discussion of the indigenous church by Rev. Olav Fikland. 
The value of the indigenous movement was vointed out as also the danger. He stated 
that there were dangers in making the national church indevendent too soon, and that 
a cooperative work between missionaries and nationals is better. In regard to 
finances, there should also be cooperation, but that from the beginning the church 
should be required to take responsibilities, It was suggested that a national can 
be vermitted to be treasurer if he is capable, but ttat it is indispensable that 
he be a business man--not a poor man. In regard te the vayment of national workers 
it was stated that the vay should vary according te location of worker and his civil 
status 

The minutes of the meetine of the afternoon session of Jan. 20 were then read 
as also those of the meeting of the morning session of Jan, 21, Roth were aporoved. 

The auditors reported that they had checked the financial reports of the Legal 
Affairs Committee and the Treasyrer of the E“OC ami that they were found to be correct 
The revort was approved, ’ 

The following report of the Executive Committee was read and accented, after 
which it was moved that the items be discussed ad seritum: 

"The executive committee recommends the accenting of the following missions as 

members of the =MOC: : 

1. Church of thé Foursquare Gospel, revresented by Rev, Panl T. Anderson. 


re 




















= Y emse ge Tlie:  & . ENOTES LE Se so 

a. Any it meaoer aission after proper invest ization may if requested br 
an independent. missionary or migaion act as their peprcerri atts 
before the ENOC. eee 

b. It shall be the province of the EMCC in each case to determine =». 

- whether or not the Independent mission or misolonary is entitled to. 
such representation. 

: The services of the Legal sffairs Sonnittes shall ve available to 
Indeperident Missions or missionaries oniy following ENOS aprroval 
of their representation by a meuber mission, oe PR, 

5, The Executive Committee also recommends that the recresentat ion of Ira 

Sashburn by the Interamerican Mission be approved. me 





ey 


After brief considération, points 1, 2, 4, and 5 were approved. In regard 
to recomnendation nunber 3, it was moved "thet the application of the ‘fission of 
the Andes for membership in the Touncil be layed on the table until their — 
superintendent return to the Meld, and that in ne neantime we offer them our 
services, 

The application cf the United Gospel Tabernacle, Ince s, by urs. Hannah Lowe 
was considered and approved, The report as a whole was then apvroved. 
The meeting was adjourned, 


pein te Session, January 22 > 1948 


The meat Rie was eoenee with prayer bp Rev. 0. ©. Langeloh. This was followed 
by a report of the Chairman of the Legal Affairs Gomnittee. This committee made 
the following recommendation as a result of the fact that the floresen “inister wag 
now pranting entrance to five missionaries: 

"That the Legal Affairs Committee continue regotiating the entrance of 

missionaries directly with the Winister cf Foreign Relations as long as that 
door remains open." 
3t was further suggested that missions continue tuo apoiy to consuls favorable to: 
the granting of visas without consulting Sogot4. Jt was. also urged thet all 
arplicaticns for wfund of deposits be made six weeks before anticipated date of 
departuve from Colombia. The above mentioned recomeniation was adopted. 

In a report of the Comity committee, it was reccanended that the comity agree- 
ments in regard to students and workers needs further study and that’a continuing 
comity comnittee be formed to study the question thoroughly and bring recommendations 
to the next meeting. It was then moved and approved . 

tthat the comity committee be continued and that it cease to function only 

after it has drawn up = set of repulations for imer mission comity ee 

rescest to students, schools, nacional workers, missionaries, etc., amd cepies 
having been sent. to all member missions." 

The report by the Comnittee on Schocis was then read and the recommendations 
accepted were the following: 

1. "It is recommended that a vermanent school committee: be created, or as an 
alternative, that the legal affairs committee be delegated, but in either 
case, so that the following might be accomplished: said committee to act 
ae clearing house for informtion regarding developments vertaining ta the 
school probien. This can be accomplished by monthly or bi-nonthiy news 
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Retters. [aformavion cuvering deveiomments, dicvicalbies, atbainwents, end 

pr Sauer to be Sent in by these elasions. This. recon mendaticn was accepted and 
Re ey. ya Washbura wag appointed af a Committees of cne to carry aut the intent 

f this restla ition. oe See os 
Br ot is recomended that the parmanea. ccmmittes investigate the sussibilities 





of cincleying B patos or Lawysrs capable of bringing pressure to bear for 4 
modification of sresent restriction? against Evang. lical schools? 14 wag 
moved. and avprcved ee his reconmmescation be refe Lea te tue Jugal Affairs 


Committees with poner to act. ee ae 
pee eee kee a reccmmenced that the Corderence consi der a ur dited prayer e?fort. for tas 
sake of the schocis, and that auch might be incorpsrated in the news letters 





_ sent ouk verioe fealiy ‘by she parmansat committee! *. Aooroved.. 
kh. "Thet the matter of a schaol far sissicn: aries! children be deferred to a iater 
date, pending eeret crea vf schools that are oro: vased, or func! icuing at the 
present. uime. Approved. 


“Ss. ‘(lh is recommenced tnaat steve be taken for tie pyo ‘is ching’ of ihe Fensumi Orticial 


rear ee SeeerE on oy 


Para Escvejas Primarias, and suggested that cerhaps a 1000 be printed, the 
“printing of which be financed by the EMOC or pibteditgoe misgion:. ‘That Vr. 
Crosby ‘be asked to make an inveshigation and crest tstimate for came.” As a 
redult, of this recoamendation it was moved ‘that tne Executive ‘ommictee be 
autherized to publish this Pensum as recommended by the Committ: a ca 3 Scheola 
when Same can be actomplishnd withcut indebtedness te the UMOC.  Aporaved. 


Toe report as a whole wes then adopied. 

On motion duly seconded the Execuiive committees of the FMOC wag ant howized to 
prupere for and oremote 4 national congress af Evang ica zis in Colonb.ia, it being 
omderst oad ‘ae the naticral churches will be circuliariged by a caomaittes of the 





national church of the Ce4, and the missionts be circulacized by the TMOG, and ther 
Era authoeened oe opdur saych a congress if sane anpears feagible " Vetlon asprawed., 
Cn motion duly seconded t 2 he Exeeug ive canmituss was ins! 
feasibil i ; 








ity af es thian part 











bici cation in bbe or z 

planed to be held in Buenos Aires in July, L9hG, wit 
deemed advisable Motion 20 oorcved , ; 

on duly igs VHOC anvoroved ard enicrsed Lhe follwing regulation 

ee eth con A. ime bancias del herusna “se ; ELE RZ ee 
O) Pellarisa (pa) ima}, da Convercién resoivis fijar came n la gue 
& & ESIGN cOntraer.mebrimonic, nan d& ‘ces Godes tos es usracs « s% 
ale ys aue tal acto fe reelice ante las aitoridades of icisiss, segon is 
dispuesto en ias eyes del matrimonio civil. Unicammnte sn jos territeries mac! onaiee 
en donde, por ja felta de juaces, se presertan molbiples dificultades, se cugde Cejar 
el agunto ai distaco de la conciencia particular de ios interesados, paca aus 
wesutivan el vasy com. mejor estimen couvernisnte, velence slemore tara Cue en neds 
§@ menescabe el testinonic ni ia conviesiar de la fe uvengéiics 


Ae a resulh of tne eietions, the fattoewine cfficers were chosen Lo verve Prom 
eee . 
: resident: ©. EB. Langesoh 
plore soretery-Treasurer- B. RY Searser. 
Recording Secretary :. Ge 5 
Legal Affairs Comaittes: 7 BL Reifsnyder, 


ag oO 





‘rs. Sastburn 
The Minutes were resd and annroved. 
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On motion duly sécomied if was requested Lhd. tne mirmates be seb io all 
missionaries in Qolonbia. Motion dnoroved. 
Was a 7 aay 









Te Dok y tei gt: = oy ef 
it Pauly 27, [928 an a day ul 











Meeting for Jan. 1950. 
The Meeting was adjourned by the singi.ne of Rest. be the fie Tha 
Mite ae was followed by a ae irayer by Rev. Diay “Fikland. 





Geraid Stucky 
Recording Secretary, 
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Var. 5 Christian & Miss oonary Ao Lianee - gee ican Sylicld 
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coApr 29 Wasleyen Migs ion - Buea #0. 08 ee ee 
Mey 10 Latin American Mossis: 40,00 


-. May 31 Inter-American Missy. See -- 20.00 
Aug. Ll Scandinavian Alisanse : ~ 19.00 
Dec. 19 Legal Affairs Com. Funds from 

Bs Mary Thomas 


Disbursemgnta 
~~ Feb.” L753 Rubber Stamos 
Mar. 27 Mailing Minutes and 
 Sireubar Letter 
May 10 0. EB. Langsloh-fxpenses 
doly Li Lac eechesde & Enveloves 
Dec, 30 Postage 
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Board of Foreign Missions 
425 S. 4th St. 
Minneapolis, 15,Minn. 
June 2, 1948 


- Rev. Harold Olson 


ppewar 


7+ aa sppipoome ene a 


also that these times may soon. be over and that an open opportu nity. 


permits them, We can only trus t and be asdured that these too will 


El Cocuy, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S.America 


Dear Hevore? 


We were very sorry to hear that you had been mistreated on the , way 
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home: from..Duitama.~ We would likexvery much, .to:.have- you. write: ome~ 
thing. about. your experiences, that “we could” “put in the Church papers 
I think it does our people gdod’to know that our missionaries are - . 
not only having easy days. It will also stimulate more prayer-for: 
our work there. We are thankful-to God that you were ‘not: “serio sl 
injuréd, May the Lord continue, “te hold His protecting: hand ove 
our missionaries in Colombia during these unsettled times.- We hope « 








with good will and friendship” ‘may be experienced ‘by all of you. i 
your work. We do not. know the easons for: ‘the events ‘nor.:why God 2. 


work for the extension of: Hiss} 





nedom as-we; yield to Him and contin- - B 


tinue. to bless you all. < = 
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-ue in courage and proclaim: the’ “Word of Christ. May -the Lord con- 





I have recently made inguiry . cerning a. station wagon that was de-. 
sired by one of our missionaries: in China," I. have received informa-- 
tion that I can purchase a Chevrolet, Model 3112, 116 in. Wheelbase, 
Chevrolet with station wagon body, with the following equipment. — 


Five 6ply tires, Double. acting £ Front and rear shock absorbers, 4—_ 


speed transmission, for $1,665.60. Estimated weight and dimensions 
unboxed, 3,535 pounds, 616 cubic feet. ol” 
From the Export Division of the General Motors we are able ito get 
the cars cheaper than the dealers get them at wholesale cost in’ 5 
Minneapolis. There is of course the Import Duty to Colombia and 
transportation, to be Canateerets outside of the purchase price, : 





Would you be interested in haviiig this car sent out as a mission 
car? We have some money on hand for a jeep and some for a: car. 
Neither one of these sums is sufficient to cover either vehicle’ 
completely. We have more than enough to purchase the station — 
wagon but not enough for transportation, etc. We will be glad ‘to. 
send At however, and take pare of-:th ae from our: AT ORSDET«. 


ae AMT ALE 
4 





r have also “made a ‘brief ‘note Gonicaratae this “poasibils ty in ze) let- 
ter to Morck. I would like to have word from you as soon as possi- 
ble. I will be leaving the country on June 17th. I would like to 
take care of this matter before I leave. 


Sincerely yours, 


RASthh 
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October 19, 1948 


Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocuy, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S.,America 


My dear Harold: 


I wish to thank you for your most recent letter in which you mention items 
brought up before my trip to Madagascar and Africa. I checked back on 

some of the questions and find that I am not much more qualified to give the 
necessary information than I was earlier. I will nevertheless give sugges~ 
tions with the hope that your Conference can check them over more concrete- 
ly and that some suggestions to the Home Board might result. 


1) Mission Work and Center in Bogota, I believe that there should eventually 
be such contact in the city of Bogota and that there should be a center of 
our mission as well as a hostel for missionaries and possibly missionary chil+ 
dren. I hesitate in urging such development before our present field has been 
adequately staffed. I do of course realize that Bogota maybe should take pre- 
cedence over the development of some areas on our own field. I wish you would 
discuss this and come with your conclusions. 


2) The matter of a school for missionary children will be a problem in a 
couple of years as you mention. I still hone that some arrangement can be 
made whereby existing schools in the English language can be utilized for 
our mission. The public schools in South Africa are used by our mission- 
aries.. They send the children to the closest English school and make their. 
own arrangements for housing their children during the week. We do not have 
a hostel for them because then one school would have to serve all children 
and some would be so far away that they could not get home over the week-end. 
This is of course a special circumstance. The schools that they attend are 
not Christian schools but the home influence is considered to be of such value 
that they have to date even disposed with the idea of a hostel. If a hostel 
were built a government school would be used instead of having a separate 
school for our own children. We realize that the schools are not ideal. On 
the other hand they are not ideal in America either. Dancing is taught in the 
elementary grades. The spirit that is develoved is not wholesome. We have 
often questioned the desirability of keeving our children in a public school 
but feel that the Christian influence of home should be strong enough to keen 
them and to teach them to meet the things that they face in school and vrevare 
them to face the same things in future life. I wish therefore that you could 
make a serious study of this question. Develoning our own school is simple 
in the first few years when only one teachér is needed. 
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Later when a full staff has to be developed it eventually subtracts from 
the number of missionaries that are active in the mission work. If such 

a step is necessary to save our own missionaries! children we of course do 
not think that that is too expensive a proposition. On the other hand, if 
some satisfactory solution can be reached on the hostel scheme we feel that 
it would be adviseable. 


In reference to an agricultural mission, I might say that I am very much 
interested. I have always been interested in this phase of mission work. 

On the other hand there should be some fairly clear-cut proposition for a 

man of this nature to work on when he comes. Such propositions would also 
mean a great deal to the Board. They should not be so definite that all 

the work of such a man is laid down in black and white but the general princi~- 
ples and the ideas of procedure might be developed beforehand. 


In reference to the agricultural man again, we must consider the relationship 
between this project and the entire picture of the field and weigh its imoor- 
tance in reference to the need of evangelistic workers. 


Concerning questions mentioned in your letter of October 8th, I might mention 

that I will check through the Board Minutes of 1946 to see what action if any 

has been taken on your first meeting in the field. Our Minutes for that date 

are out to be bound so it may be a few days before I can reply. They have not 
' been taken up for action. 


I will present them to our Board at its next meeting if the minutes are avail- 
able, 


In reference to Committee work. I would suggest that you should have a small 
committee to work with the Educational Director who might be a member of this 
committee. I think for the time being it would be wise to keen the matter of 
finances and buildings in the hands of the Executive Committee. There are sev- 
eral reasons for this that you might readily seepnd this suggestion follows a 
rather general procedure on other mission fields. 


I hope that some of the matters that we have discussed may be developed fur- 
ther on the field. May the Lord continue to bless you and vrotect you all. 


We are very much concerned about the hostility manifested in Duitama. I 
have written calling for special prayer on behalf of our mission and mission- 
aries in Colombia. 


Please send us an article that can be used for our church papers. 


Sincere greetings in Christ, 


RAS:hh 
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Apartado Nacional 564 Aéreo il4! 
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October 26, 1948 


Rev. Harold L, Olson 
Misién Evangélica Luterana 
El Cocuy, Boyaca : 


Dear Brother Olson: 


It was a pleasure to find your letter of September lst awaiting m, 
as yet unanswered, due to my absence fron the country and Brother 
Palmer's sudden going to Australia. We trust that God has bean 
graciously continuing to bless your work. 


As regards the suggested additions to the E.M,0.C. statemente on 
comity. I do not have at hand the first statement. It my appear 
later, but I will make the following statements. 


B 4 and 5 seems to assume a definite vhilosophy of Missions that the 
Mission and the Missionary Board should pay the workers! salary and 
see that it is mintained at a certain standard. This is in direct 
opposition to much mission work which is being done in the world 
today, and perhaps the mst successful, i.e., the plan whereby no 
mission money ever is raid to any mtional working as a teacher or 

a preacher. This not only prevails throughout great sections of 
Africa, where some of the greatest things in missions are now taking 
place, but Rev. C. J. Cassel in Guatemla, the other day raised this 
same question and thought that we were mking a mistake here if we 
began paying our preachers from mission funds, for it is so difficult 
to make the change. 


i realize the need of eliminating the danger of workers being talen 

from one mission to another through the offer of a higher remuneration, 
but I believe that we should make m statement that puts in the hands 

of our beloved national workers a club to use to demand a certain standard 
of income if they are going to go on preaching the Gospel. I believe 

we should protect those missions where the workers! income is all arranged 
by the local camgregation, or the community of churches, as I understand 
is the case in the Gospel Union. I greatly admire their work, and wile 
we have not begun this way, the continual pressure of my statements and 
attitudes is towards the local congregations soon takig ofer the support 
of their preachers, am the students we are preparing are comstantly 
reminded that they must be readr to go out am raise up churches that 
will have to support them. Unless they have faith for this, there is 

no use for them to go forward. ‘What the missions can d in supporting 
pastors is a very limited number in comparison to the total needs of TJolombia. 


B5 - this as in other norms that we my writ+* in probably effect everyone 


excebtthose fa whom they are prepared. in other words, those who are not 
working in E,M.0.C. will still propagate their doctrinal particularism 
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many times, it would seem, for the purpose of obtaining proselytes to 
their own denomination. Apart fran this, I am sure that we want 
everyone to give a straight-forward, sincere testimony of their 

conv ictions and what God has wrought in their lives. I appreciate 
this from a Christian brather even when at the tim: I may not be 

able to fully understand, or have mt been led inthe sme path. We 
certainly wart nothing that will lessen our convictions or cool oma 
hearts, but may we each one be able to stir the other's heart, as we 
cry ot for more of God am greater intensity of revival in Coloubia. 


With very kindest persmal greetings, and assuring you of my joy in 


being ace more in Colombia. 


Sincerely yours in His Calvary Victory, 


BHP : mg B. 4. Pearson 
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November 12, 1948 


Rev. and Mrs. A. C. Morck 
Lista de Cartas 

Correo Aereo 

Bogota, Colombia, S.America 


Dear Friends in Christ: 


The Joint Foreign Mission Boards of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church met recently in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
At that time a rather full report was given concerning the situation that 
developed. in Duitama. 


@ The Joint Board was very sympathetic toward you as you had gone through 
these conditions and were thankful for God's protection during all those 

weeks of crisis. The Boards were also thankful for the decisions that 
you had taken and commissioned us to write you a message of encouragement 
and of appreciation for your faithful service and courage during these 
trying times. They wished to assure you that they are giving you prayer- 
ful support at all times as you continue your ministry in other sections 
of Colombia, , . 


May the Lord richly bless you in your ministry and may even the experiences 
you have gone through be of service in building God's Kingdom in Colombia 
as the people who have opposed you have seen your witness in the face of 


danger e 
On behalf of the Joint Mission Boards, 
SD 
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Pregentr ELC goard and Rev. C. Paulson and Rev. K. 3. Jensen. 


neve Paulson moved and Rev. Jensen seconded that meetings proceed as hitherto, namely that. 
ELC Chaftman and Seerctary act for th: Joint Sard. 


1. Dr. Syrdal reported visa condition still difficult. 

2. Dr. Syrdal reported that Rev. and Mra. Johan Bergh and Miss Valborg Torkelson 
have gone out. The Jerghs travelled on Visitors Visas, Mias Torkelson as 
an imnigrant. 

3. He also reported go:d conditions on the plains and siso at Tanja ard El Coouy. 
Quanrad will probably be stationed at arauca. Conditions in Duitama are 
distunbed. Our missionaries and properties have been stoned repeatedly and 
our people have been forged to leave the city. 

4. Voted; hat Jensen and Syrdal prepare letters from the Boards with s message 
of encouragement and of appreciation for their faithful service and 
courage during these trying times, and aiso assure them of our 
prayerful support. 


& irs. Horek Language School. 
Voted; That we recommend to the ELC Board that the amourt involved in Mre. Morok's 
language school expenses given as 4 loan and repaid ba her be returned to 
her, ard the cost cf this be borne by the ELC Board. d 


CG. « Conn. rt une 30, 1948 
le Approved. 


@ 2. 4d ¥Wotam. 
3. 4d Fotam. 


D. £xec, Comm Beeting, July 26, 1948 

1. 40 Yotam 

2. 1-6 approved - V-ted; That arrangenent be approved tentatively (as to amounts 
to be paid) and that the comnittee be commended for ths 
carefully thought out plan. 

3. ad Notam 

46 appreved 

5. Voted: Phat we approve the purchase of ths atation wagon in place of a jeep, 

provided the donore cf the gift ure agreed. This ts be purchased in 


Colombia. 
6. approved 
7. Ad Votam 
8. Appreved 
9. Ad Fotanm ll. 4d Notam 
10. approved iz. approved 


#. Paynent of sxchange Fees. 
Yoted: That we approve as a temporary measure that the treas. of the Conference 
take the commissions on exchange out of the mission emergency funds. 


F. Yew Candidates. 
Voted: That if the ELC Soard approves any candidates appearirg before its Board 
later in this Board Meeting, the Board of the ELC be authorized on 
e behelf of the Joint Committee t> issure letters of call t- such 
candidates. 


' 425 8, Fourth St. 
Minneevolis 15, Minn, 
November 12, 1948, 


Rev. A. C, Morck 

Carerra 22, No. 635-84 

Bogota, Colombia 

South America AIR MAIL 


Dear Rev, Moreck: 


We are very happy to hear that you have been able to locate 
a house in Bogota. May the Lord richly bless your activity 
4n that city in behalf of His Kingdom. 


We will be looking for the cabled $100.00 to be returned to us,. 
This was cabled at the request of Rev. Jensen ‘who said thet 

they had a previous letter from the field stating that: such an 
amount would be necessary for the ticket from Bogota to Miami, 

To date we have not heard anything concerning the return (of this. 
money. It will most likely come in due time, 


We sent $150.00 by Air Mail to Ella in Miami, She was able to 
pick it up and so hed no difficulty from that point and on, 

This was also Gone at-the request of Jensen, He finds it aQiffi~. 
cult to handle some of those items from his residence and we — - 
are, of course, always happy to be of service. 


We are looking forvard to the article that you mention you are. 
sending for use in THE MISSIONARY, I have had an oppor tunity : 
so talk with Miss Antonsen so I think-I have gotten most of 

the details. She mentioned that you had talked with several 
people after the Sunday when the people came in great numbers 

to give the final wa ening: but that you had not told the ladies 
what you found out in this: Paves teeter. It might be of in- 
terest to the Boerd to have some of those added bits of informa~ 
tion. I have had Mise Antonsen write out a report on the evacua- 
tion which will be duplicated and sent to all Board members, 


With sincere greetings to you, Hildur ané Agnes. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 





rasimh 
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November 18, 1948 


Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocuy, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S.America 


Dear Rev. Olson: 


We have received a $25.00 gift from Miss Charstan Ostrem to be sent 
to you for the purchase of Gospel records. Miss Ostrem is inter- 
ested in the idea of purchasing phonographs for each station. She 
would like to know what price you have to pay for phonographs pur- 
chased in Colombia. We would be very hapsy to hear from you in this 
matter. We will then forward this information to Miss Ostrem. 


There is a new development in visual education that has caught my 
interest. The Visual Education Movement has now produced a projec- 
tor for showing 2 x 2 slides that has a Coleman Lamp built into the 
unit. This lamp can use either kerosene or gasoline. We figure 
that this lamp together with the small beaded screen 22 x 30 inches 
can be purchased and shipped for about $125.00 to our mission fields. 
I have been wondering what you think of such a vroject. I have re- 
cently purchased some slides at a great discount that I am also hop- 
ing might be used on our mission fields. If you can find use for 
such slides and such equipment we will do what we can to get ahoid 
of them for you. In one way I have the feeling that such equipment 
should be of great value in areas where no electricity is available. 


We have heard no reports concerning Rev. Quanrud. We note that he 
is to be stationed at Arauca, Any added bits of information will 
be of value to us. We would also like to have his address. 


Bookings have been secured for Miss Elizabeth Heerde to leave Miami 
on December 2nd. She will arrive in Bogota that same evening. No 
further developments in reference to entrance permit for Otis Lee. 

I have written to him to get ahold of the papers that were submitted 
through the local consul. If these can be procured I will send them 
directly to Reifsnyder so that he may try again. 


Sincere greetings to you and yours, 


Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Rev. A, S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
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November 24, 1948 


Rev. Harold Olson 
El Cocuy, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S, America 


Dear Harold: 


Your cable has been received. We have sent 500 feet of film to Miss Heerde 
with the request that she take them with her to South America. 


In reference to the other questions, I have trought them before our Execu- 
tive Committee that met recently. 


The Executive Committee Members that I contacted expressed the following 
general opinion: 


It is agreeable to let Miss Heerde manage the Presbyterian Convalescent 
Home in Bogota for a year if this is agreeable to her and if this is in 

@ no wise a step towards cooperative work with the Presbyterians in regular 
mission work. There was a great deal of reluctance on this point for fear 
that the step might be misunderstood in this country and raise serious 
questionings and also hecause of the Reformed attitude towards union work 
with other missions. So often a service of the nature requested by Miss 
Herde would be considered the beginning of a cooperation in missions that we 
as Lutherans are not ready to begin. If another solution satisfactory to 
both of you is possible the Board might be happier if that be carried out, 
However the Executive Committee of the Board has granted permission for 
this move, 


In reference to the use of Cornelia Jenson. Again a rather vital question 
was brought up. Would such an arrangement with Miss Jensen carry any obli- 
gations with it either towards her or the mission that she revresents? With 
the uncertain support that they have received for that groun in Medellin, the 
Executive Committee was afraid that paying salary for her for one year might 
obligate us to continue support when the year is over. There is of course 
the possibility that her own supvort by that time would have been discontin- 
ued from the original source. 


The other aspect is that Rev. Sand has suggested on several occasions that 

he is happy to select missionaries and send them to Colombia with the under- 

standing that they can later enter into our mission. The Mission Board 

feels definitely that it is not ready to have Sand select its missionaries. 

We have been very fortunate in those that we have taken over. The Board 
@ however feels that it wishes to select the missionaries that it calls. 


The question is raised as to the necessity of having Miss Jensen during this 
year. If other arrangements could be made during the year when the Insti-~ 
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tute is apt to be rather small in its new temporary location, it might be 
the better way. 


I am sorry that this letter may seem rather involved and that it does not 

as readily grant the requests of your Executive Committee meeting of October 
18, Permission to both is granted but is granted rather hesitatingly and 
granted with the explanations given so that you may use all precaution in 
your judgment before proceeding in these matters. 


The rest of the Executive Committee report will be taken up at the February 
meeting of the Board. 


I am very happy to know that you have begun work in Bogota. May the Lord 
open up a fine work for us in that city. I am sure that this is a strategic 
move that has been made and should be of great value in further extenflion of 
our work and influence in Colombia, 


Sincere greetings in Christ, 


RASshh 
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Ss : : Carrera” fey Noe 63-84 | 
- Bogota, Colombia 
December 4, 1948 ~ 
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Dr. Rolf a. Syrdal OF te Se tae 
425 South Fourth Street te , fuaeaeaka a, i a 
Minneap olis 15, Minhesote se ee ae ee Fe ee te ios ees 





Dear! ‘Dr's ‘syrta, re 


3 BATS ty SS Z fe <e 


Thatike- for “yout “kta * outers of encouragement which’ were. “awai ting ua. upon’ our _ 
return” from our trip through ‘Boyacd, | and the’ one written to valde” ‘earlier.’ ‘Fléase 
forgive ws for our neglect in’ answérihg ‘promptly the same. We had hoped “to attend 
to° them Anmediately upoh our réturn but it seems the day's oh end slip by” without 
accomplishing anything” but" getting settled. — Last Monday i had to make another tri; 
to Duitama Ba* “the: mniéipality: is’ ordering everyone to put in sidewalks’ and | you oo 
perhaps rémenber “that the old ‘mid wall around the ‘lots. “if almost entirely | on 
public streets: 7 ré the sidewalk’ should bee This ineains het the wall’ mst be torn 
down’ and rebuilt.” It would, perhaps" be best of: pricks | ‘the unt ci pality” does: “not 
permit constructing & mud wall buch. as’ the’ ola one, and if we are to keep. the ~ 
propérty I supposé we’ whuld want a brick wall anyway « “Tt may” cost @ thouezand pesos 
or more to have this donee Our renter is going to send me an estimate of costs 
and i’ am going” to" see Mr. Klock, a ‘Danish contractor here in Bogota, for his 
estimates as. ‘he. said: he would be willing’ to. help us “out. me: renter said he would 
be willing to supervise “the work if, done by local: workers and this” would very likely 


be en er than’ iP done by’ a company from here, ie only we can’ depend - on. ‘Feliable 
work. 










We are very grateful to you and the Board for the encouragex vent of your” ‘letters. — 
It is es source of blessing and strength to us that we’ have your approval upon our 
evacuation. of ‘Duitama, because ever though we have not vacilat ted one minute in’ 
believing that Wwe aid the. pradent and wise thing;. that is, the will of god, yet it 
was a ‘Year trending deci sion’ to make; and one ie-oftern tormented® with. the thought 

of frustration and that our work’ has failed to rake the eutfieient ‘dinvact on. the ciby 
to be able to told its: ground in’ times of persecution. ~ Yet, wher one considers 

the: political sithation; it?is not altecether a failure on the fart of tee Evanselical 
works The Liberals themselves live In” fear and ‘thoush plenty’ discusted wi th the 
procedur-® again tet us remain almost in aca Por their or: goods” : 

Thanks: for apsroving the $150.00" for firs. # soak ae Tanda venape it vas iach 

sa preciated: ond “it t helped us" cut in ore exrense: incurred by: evens. 


" fenmv ae Be See 


You dentiane in one’ of your: lotteks thet 1 nad scen certain sndividuals and hed co 
formation of come ivvestigation not feported to the ladies of ‘the miefion as’ “indi- 
cated to you by itist Antonsen. I an comewhat at-a loss to know just what is meant 
by this, but perhane she has referen¢e to Harold's and my taik witb the Mayor and 
eee Lieuten mart iy’ charge in Duitama after we had. decided: to evacuate, the details 
wrich may not hive been known to everyone. It so haprened that’ when we came ~~ 
oe the office of the mayor, he was conferrinz with the Governor of Boyac& on the 
telephone and expressed serious cencern sot Sein -5 able to srotect us hecaunze 0° 
the ranifebtation the precedin= Sunday. The Arey Tiectenant on: ve other hand, in 
whom we has rather confided, rade lisht of te wreole thing in hie cconveroabion or 
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report 4 to the governor sayinz “that nothing sérious had’ sia Saba’ excerpt the manifesta- 
tion on Sunday and that “that. had involved no violerice Sfither // ‘Tvs, ‘o? course, iis 
true and itis to-the eredit of the Seuy- that they were: ab¥e to withdraw thet 
tremendous riod without even Mrine ‘a chot.e ‘After that, the ‘Mayor “again took over 

the telephone ard told “tie “Governor of the: resented dtonings and“threat$‘in the 
abeence tof the soldiers. “I lshowld nerhass say nere “that the Mayor ‘had sreviously— 
gone to the ;riests in an effort to rave thew desist frou their violent denunciations 
of the ‘Protestants in linteresf 0? mafittainivic order ii“the citys“ Théy answered 

hin that “that was: cee widslon -and- ‘standins order a ‘to fréach every Sunday arainst 
the rrotestants, and i? he in erisoned ose Catholic for persecuting in any way 

thé Protestants, th ey, “the ‘priest Say would Timméd él idte}y inbiate & idampaigri to have 
him released. “And, of “cour $6,’ thé -ayor Knowins the perfidy of thé’ Rowan ‘Bri esthood 
well under sta:d ‘e-what “Hick-a cansai gd ami tht * trea: toThim Sersonally.s © The Davror 
also told ‘me in @ earlier ‘conversation that he would ‘be willing if our defense 

Sven th! fete hic cot to dur owe and sleép tleré to ‘protect us." ‘He safd, "You 


Have | “Ee Four | ‘favor the: “Hayor j the Yaws and the osnetitution, Sut ‘what are ‘these- 
agdiney 1 Ts; 














ain 33 O60 efirdged* "eanfedinos® (country people} *F "62 ceitrsd) ére: Fou have - 
PO allow for ‘Latin tier fea Suiltesy ‘as the Payor “had hiddelf* Qiogeh the path of 

least résistance, certain “cont Porwity with “thé prodedtrégde One | Fri cote] even 
thioustt he hincsél? is Well “informed “of the iva feliéat “sadce, | “has “atvended sérvices 
in the Island of 3an andres, and loves the liberty that. Oxi8 Be toeres 
at “times aid £00. Ne ate ‘ote even in be. ar 
“éason he orle , z able ¢ £0 satertere" - 
We FLA sEivatod the (gor ‘oral. (ul us: 
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“He was gontidually 3 oe: 
5 on “ete “Str 





Pariatics came By! rrayine ie! chae's ones vay for: epee iron "gf 36Toits Hia Bat “Ets 
homies azsinst the menace of brotestartism, for tneir conversion of the i:retectants 
ahd their ; We hone that our presence there that nisht will not result 

in dit?iculties for Pre inrads. (37 the way, he was the mac. who protected Serzh, 
Kerlien and Javieis mn “BRO: greater violence the day they were si coned is the ctreeta. i 


ee 







One ofa ‘Sometné-or several were a:varautly tryi nz to force ire ruradals door oyen 
aud he Pired a coisle of shots ard scattered them. 





After leaviny Faradale house wiere me -4o-visit Mrs jJomez, 
a recent convert (throuch Jerréa “and + d “Thoreaens}, but fearing that this nob oP 
women woald follow us and cau~e hits to ve perseci Yted we drove st raight or, to Tunja. 
I calied on ae tuiz, a biseral symra atl zer wo recularly attended services, and 
ne told me tnat he and five or six *riews had agai:, srent a couple of dave in 
ricon re “oP political rev 1, has Secome nothings :.ore 


3 
2 “ue police, which 
tian a tool o° tie series them while playin: yilliards on a pre text what 












they nad violated ° leadin: trex away to .rison they sistreate 
t..ei with blows o? Pists ard ¢clurs mtll tier were bleadin: from sose and .oBthe 
Rist ey ores i ob. Nad really wee yiclatron ao 45%e-satey, G2 eases or tie Silas” 
wall Ar oP Poe wounds 3 O; isle. 


Dr. aolf A. Syrdal - ie December 4, 1948 


Nod 


There are, of course, other details, but these are perha;e most significant, and I 
must now close but let us thank -ou again fer your interest in the case of Hilcur's 
baggage. we are enclosing recent corres:ondense from the Judson-Sheldon Division 
regarding this mtter. You will note the suzgzestion of the New Orleans Office of 
Grace Line to tne effect tat we :ut in a claim against the Customs o7ficials at 
Buemaventurae In October we put in a claim with the Chief of Guetoms in Jolowbia 

end he notified us that he had referred the matter to Buenaventura. We believe that 
there is little hope trat the people wio are reesoneible will take any action against 
Rpem ehyees We believe, however, that Grace Line are‘just ac much to blame for this 
loss, as they did. not notify Hildur of tie arrival of her baszaze, and they have not 
wanifested a very cooperative spirit in any of their offices Heres Mra Jacobson 
(missionary in Buenaventura who has tried to nelp us locate the zo0ds) also laments 

a very indifferent attitade on the part of Grace Line. A younz Colombian professor 
who attends the Pyanzelical services in Tunja told us that Grace Line is owned by 

the Jesuits. Do you know whether thie is true or not? If so, I believe we should 
ship with another company, or at least leave off notations ‘such asi "Yor missionary 
purposes" which were in bold type on almost all of the shijpinz papers Hildur received. 
It may be wise to shir throuzh Barrangkilla if possible since Suenaventura is noted 
for such cases ae that'o? Hildure Of course, it is “ard to k-ow which is better 

as the beds were sent te Barranquilla and have not arrived yet» You will nete from 
the Grace Line correspondence that, oficially, a consular Invoice is not. needed; 
yet, in ooth the case of Hildur'ts basgaze and that of the seds they were demanded 

by the Quctras autnorities and therefore held u,. Also, the Viee-Gonsul here in 
Bozota told us that every shipsont, personal or otherwise, should have the Jonsular 
Invoice to avoid difficulties with the Gustoms o®Siciale. With reference to Hildur's 
bazggaze we are willing to do whatever you think best. hore deesn't seex to be iuch 
core we can do here. 


Miss Heerde arrived cafely last Puecday and we iad a nice visit vith her tnat eveninz. 


She and vies Thomas are staying at the vresbytertan Clinic unt.l definite word ia 


received from tie rresbyterian 3oard rezarding further plans for that rest hones 


Hildur seuds greetin-:s and wishes to excress her sineere thaniis for your Loterent 


and action in these warious matters 


4} 


Yours in the iuster's fervice, 


arnveld oO. Lorck 


Eclosures = 3 








BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL « execurive SECRETARY 


_ 425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


December 17, 1948 


Rev. Harold Olson 
c/o Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado 25 

Tunja, Boyaca, 
Colombia, S, America 


Dear Harold: 


I wish to thank you for your letter of December 17th enclosing an article 
called “Our Second Institute Graduation." We shall be glad to use it 
either in the Missionary or in our church papers. I note also that you 
have sent a movie film. You had better send those directly to me as I have 
to make arrangements for editing and producing the films from here now that 
Burgess is full-time at the Seminary, The recent films we have received 
from you are excellent. The making of shoes that we have in one film and 
continued on another, is exceptionally good, When we get some more we will 
check over them with our film man at Augsburg and get suggestions from him 
to send on. 


@ The next Board Meetings will be held February 14-16 and May 2-4, 1949. 


With reference to the Institute I would have very little to say concerning 
the selection of a man for the Institute to take Morck's place. If it is 
temporary for only one year I think Walla would fit in well. Normally we 
feel that it is advisable for a man to have some years of experience on the 
field before beginning to train students to become evangelists and teachers. 
On our other mission fields the normal practice is to demand at least one 
full term of a missionary before he is stationed at a Seminary. Although 

a full term is not demanded for other institutions at least two to four 
years in active missionary work is usually required. The reason for these 
stipulations are: 1) No one can properly train workers unless he knows the 
background from which they come and the situation into which they are going. 
The only way to learn this is to work among them in general evangelistic 
work for some time. 2) It is rather important to have a good language 
foundation for student work, 3) It is necessary to have a fairly good 
knowledge of the psychology of the people before entering school work. 

This can come only through actual experience with them. Theoretical know- 
ledge does not seem to suffice. 


is to location of the Institute, I am sure I can add little to what has al- 
ready entered your own mind. I do not believe that Cocuy would be the proper 
place for the Institute on a permanent plan. Temporarily it might serve if 
you have the necessary housing facilities, Tunja would most likely be able to 
serve both as a temporary or a permanent location for the Institute, I feel 
@ rather favorably inclined towards Bogota as a permanent location of the Insti- 
tute but realize that there are some objections which are as follows: 1) The 
expenses of renting or building facilities. 2) More exvnensive living condi- 
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tions. 3) The difficulty of moving from Bogota back to one of our other 
stations after once being located there. 4) The possibility of finding it 
hard to get our students back into a rural area once they have tasted the 
exhilaration of a city situation. If some of these difficulties could be 
overcome it seems to me that Bogota would be a strategic city if we could 
alopt it as part of our field. Otherwise I would say that one of our other 
stations could be used temporarily for the purpose of watching conditions 
SS coming to a definite decision later. 

In reference to gown and liturgy for your services. The authority, until 
congregations are organized and well established, rests with the Mission 
Conference. In those matters however, great care must be exercised so that 
offense will not be given to the people among whom you serve. A decision 
should be made only after full consultation with the peovle that you fave 
confidence in and that you know will reflect the balanced judgment of a 
large section of your Protestant groups. 


In reference to the matter of Communion Service , we are in a sense work- 
ing.on a double standard of judgment on the mission field. Under the 
regulations of our own church in America we work on the basis of closed 
Communion or very careful modification of a closed Communion. This situa- 
tion is unique in Lutheran circles among the American groups. The Dutheran 
churches in Europe do not practice closed Commnion, therefore wherever we 
have formed national churches on the mission field together with the other 
Lutheran groups working in those areas, the position of the National church 
formed has usually set its own course in this matter. Their policy has of 
course been under the guidance of the missionaries. The Articles calling 
for a closed Communion are really articles for preserving the true nature 
of our belief concerning the Lord's Supper. We should at all times be 
certain that our testimony is clear and that our teaching on the Lord's 
Supper will not be confused with the reformed teaching. The policy that 
might be necessary for preserving this purity of teaching may differ in 
each country, According to the situation that is met. 


In China and Madagascar Christians of other denominations coming to our 
section of the country are welcomed to Communion Services. Usually an 
explanation is given of our teachings on Communion but realizing that they 
are then in the lutheran area no great question is involved. In other words, 
the question is open to a certain extent when we are building a new church 
in a foreign land. On the other hand we have our traditions that should at 
least serve as a guide to us even though not all aspects of that tradition 
may be necessarily applied. 


We note that Miss Jenson has turned down the offer of working in our 
mission and that there is also some question as to Miss Heerde's appoint- 
ment in the Presbyterian Mission in Bogota, 


We note the suggestions you make concerning phonographs. We will make this 
a project for people that ask for special things they might do for the 
mission and see if we can't get more phonographs for you. Is it better 

to buy them there or should they be purchased here and sent out with 


missionaries? We are also writing to the Spanish Gospel Recordings in 
LosAngeles. 


_ was happy to hear something about the Quanruds. I have not heard either 
® from or about them for a long time and was wondering where they were. May 
God give you wisdom in deciding as to his stationing. 


Sincerely yours, 





SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
COLOMBIA 
1948 


Looking back over the troubled year, Phile 4:19, seems to have been 
well proved in our experience, "My God shall supply all your need according to 
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus". This year persecution reached a new peak 
on our field, with constant molesting of people and property in Duitama, with 
two workers being imprisoned, and with the temporary closing of the doprs of our 
work in Duitamay and political, social and economic unrest in the country 
caused much disturbance to our worke At the same time we cannot but marvel at the 
grace of God that no life has been déstroyed ahd that while Duitama has caused 
a heartache to all of us, some of the stations have been mich blessede Tunja 
has a new mission home, a beastiful chapel and many new people attending, 

El Cocuy also has increased attendance and open doors for the work, Parpa and 
Mausa have developed under a national worker, and La Aguada has grown with more 
intensive work by the missionary and his helpere Surely, we would declare, "Our 
God has supplied our need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus"a 


Occupation of the field 
In Tunja the Maldes have served through the year with Belva Nerlien 


working as perish worker after the closing of the Inste MEéken Danielson went 
to El Cocuy to work with the Olsons there at the same timee In La Aguada 

the Ostrems have nobly carried on being assisted the last four waxkexa months 
by one of our students from the Insts Oliverio Morae The responsibility for 
the Socot& area has been the Morcks! with Gerardo Witthes thert/ the most of 
the year as evangelist, his wife, Isabéé being the teachere In Duitama, Rev. 
Morck directed the inst. until the closing with Joyce Bergh, Belva Nerlien 
and Virginia Antonsen teaching. After the Thoresens left for furlough in June, 
Morck also had khakxxuxpmmaikikkty the difficult and trying responsibility of 
the station, with Helen Danielson working as parish workere Since the closing 
of the work there, Morcks have been located in Bogot&, making contacts and 
working on the literature programe The Quanruds were placed? in Arauca by the 
Exec. Comme but have found difficulty in finding liv ing mm quarters and now 
that the Scand. Alliance claim it for their work that occupation will have to 
be reconsidered 


As we think of the large number of placements and replacements that 
we must make this year and the challenge of that responsibility we need to remind 
ourselves again of the promise, "My God shall supply all your need according to 
Hie riches in glory by Christ Jegus". Looking to Him, our need shall be supplied 
for wisdom to determine the best location for the Inst.e, to appoint a director 
Or acting director to fll Morcks place as he should leave this midyear for 
furlough, to fill Olson's place as he is also due for furlough, and to loeate 
Hans Thoresen who returns from furlough in June, Ted Mendenhall, who has now 
finished his year of study, Joseph Walla, who will finish in April, Johan Bergh, 
who will also finish about that time and whom we trust the Lord will permit to 
stay with us and labor among us, Valborg Torkelson, who should finish at midyear, 
and Helen Danielson, who should be more permanently located by this Conference. 


In view of the present conditions on our field and the still open 
door that presents itself for occupation, I would mich recommend that Chiscas 
be occupied at the present time if possible. Having asked that someone come, 
and being yet without a priest in the town, there is an opportunity to occupy, 


to evangeliza that locality, and to do more effective work in Santa Ana than 
has been done before. 


The Institute 


_For the Institute the year has been far from smoothe Opening the 
llth of April with students missing, strict martial law hindering travel, it 


oe 
ws 
fe es 
it kept on through the year, fats) stones breaking the dining room windows, 


landing on the tables, wexmmpreyers and publicd manifestations threaténing 
-more serious happenings caused us to decide to close our. training school. The 
two girl graduates and Joyce Bergh were transferred to El Cocuy where two weeks 
were spent in. study, observing : -and practice. teaching in the day school theree 
All who were: at the gnaduation: of | Leticia GorZo-and Ana Wikéhes will say that 
it was inepizing to see these young ladies take their places as graduates and 
worker's .on:.eur.. Fields — It is-evident that we cannot return this year to Duitana 
with the Instey ~ But iB is: also’ questionable if the location elsewhere should 
be other than temporarys’ As Morck leaves for: Pur lough* ‘we thank God and him 
for faithful ‘Bervice during’ stermy and tried years as: oe directore Also to 
his: comvorkers, in oul tame. our thanks and admiretion for? faithfulness under 
fires . , : 





Another successful-short course was conducted this year at La Asuada 
with Rev. Malde teaching,1 John and preaching, Helen. Danielson sizing studies on 
"Adelante Juventud", and. Revs Ostrem teachine "Abratiam" Tae -respenee proves the 
usefulness. of this course for “satisfying the desire” of ‘the people for more 
intensive study and reciMiting -young felks for the- Insts .I would recommend 
that if thé: neosle: tere approves: ‘and that if Pound possible,. thatrrather than 
lengthen the course to two weeks, “that two such courses of one week be. held 
yearly, one’ in April or “May dnd. the other in September. sor Octopere “That the 


planning for the course be left in the nands of - the Exec. Coimie ° 





Bes Polo as ~ Day Schools - . Ga, : a - 


4a Ma 





; = “These: fies. had anottier succes Pal year} arid all of tent this” 
yeer: Have: pegn: registered with the Director of Educ&tion in Tunias La Acuada 
with Vicenta: Diaz as teaeher has had some: 40 ‘pupils,’ Parpa, Hrse Gerardo 
Wilches;,.. with 3 > ‘pupils, Mausay,- ‘Fanny Jimenez, teabher , dbo. pupils, 

El Cocuy,..Gustavo Rodriguez, teacher, 25 pupils, Garrizal, duanito. Montoya, 
teacher, 25 “pupils, .and Santa Ana with Fidelizna Ayala and Pausanias fee 
as teachers had yy pupilse Again, however, the problem faces us of having 
sufficient. teachers flor: the schools we eben since Fanny Jimenez.-will.. Soy 
tne coming year, Fidelignd Ayala BS eda field, and the youns men-are 
holding out for mich higher warese SS ocomee necessary. for us to study and 
prépare a new scale of wages the twill ‘Properly recompense tte: workers: and, 

be anne to all eencerneds” Pie. < 


o Vacation Bible Schools -" of : a ue 

This. year's: vacation Bible Beaee se. have “been a. definite ens 
courazement to all-coricerneds Joyce Bergh had the responsibilit ty “of. ‘selecting 
and preparing + the materials for all of our- shoes: and their succéss is a 
proo? of her consecrated and able guidakces “She taught in-La Aguada with 47 
pupils, Vicenta Diaz in Santa Helena, near La Acuada. with 11 pupils, Belva’ 
Nerlien in Tunja with 28, Leticia Corso and Ernestina Mora in : Farpa with. 37; 
Fanny Jinenez in El Cocuy with 27/ and. in ‘Carrizal with 21, and Ana Wilches 
in Santa Ana with16. it is especially encourazinz to note the success of 
our Colowbian girls in this venture and. wé- anticipate the dey when this work 
can be almost totally in their handss 


Voz Luterana 


; Under the able leadership of Rev. Morck this has deveboped 
into an able expression of our faith and mission to such an extent that other 
Wor<ers in Oolowzbia are desirous of using it as ea medium of evangelism, but 


find it impossi 3 c- ‘ 
1 ble because of the-nane we are usinge This conPerence, should 


a 


By 


+ 


ria 


thereforg, give serious consideration to the need and advisability of changing 
the name of our paper that it may be able to serve its full purpose in 
evangelism and in expressing our Christian faith in Colombiae 


Colombian Conference 


All of us who attended the Conference last July will declare that 
He supplied our need much more than we had anticipatede In spite of political 
tension at the time we had 75 registered attendants and the spirit of the group 
was very receptive and resporisive t§ the messazese Several of the Colombians 
contributed very well with their meditations on the theme, "hea Luz del Mundo". 
Now that there is little possibility of having such a Conference this year 
in Duitama it would seem best to arrange for a Conference with limited attendance 
say in El Cocuy- where it could be held as a tenth anniversary commemoration of 
the beginning of the evangelical work theree The Exec. Cou should be authorized 
to plan for such if ib is feasible this yeare 


Worker's Course or Conference 


It is evident that we lack an opvortunity for the missionaries and 
native workers to jointly have a spiriteal retreat with an opportunity Bér 
study and discussion of common problexse Our short course pefore somewnat filled 
that need, but it was dropred for lack of sufficient teachers who required ite 
It is recommended that plans be made for such a course or worker's retreat 
during the coming yeare 


liedical Program 


Now that Elizabeth Heerde has returned to the field witu wore 
nurses training, with Valborz Torkelson having come as our first full tine 
registered nurse, it becoues evident that our medical program should begin 
to take more concrete shapee It is recomended that while Elizabeth is 
in Boroté she investizate all angles of such a program, and that wnen Valborg 
nas vacation frouf the language school or upon terminating her studies there 
that she be allowed time and mo.ey to visit the medical work done by tuie 
Fresbyterians in the Sinu, but the Mennonites in the ShocS and that after 
spending some time in La Azuada, she, Eli-abeth and the Exec. Gomie prepare 
sugrestions for the next Conference. 





y 


In closinz I want to :ay a tribute to all of you who have been 
my coworkers on the field. I must say that it has been a constant insriration 
to see the way you have assumed responsibilities and done theBYunto the Lord. 
Such pesponse always makes the load of directing the work so much easier 
and makes the work go forward so mich fastere And should you grant our furlough 
this year I would ask that you give Serhard, who will in April or May become 
Acting Superintentent the same glad cooperation and willing response to 
his directione May the Lord srant us mich srace to prove during the coming 
year that He supplies all our needf/ to 20 forward with Him in Colobiae 


Respectfully, 


Js] Harold L. Olson 


CELMOSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Santa Ana, Cundinamarca 
Colombia, South America «4 


January 1-7, 1949 


I. All sessions were opened with devotions. 


Ae 


Be 


Devotional and fellowship meetings on Saturday and Sunday. 


le Saturday evening - Song & prayer fellowship, Ostrem. 


2. Sunday morning ~ Communion service, Malde (Sermon - Olson). 


3. Sunday afternoon ~ Fellowship hour, Phoebe and Delores. 
4. Sunday evening -. Sermon by Morck. ; 


Morning study hour; theme, "The Christian Combat", Eph. 6410-20. 


1. Monday ~ Introduction to theme, Quanrud. 

2. Tuesday - The Enemy (vs. 11-12), Mendenhall. - 

3. Wednesday - The Armour (vs- 13-17), Johan Bergh. 

4, Thursday - The Weapon (v. 17), Helen Danielson. 

5. Friday ~ How to Wage the Battle (v. 18-20), Joe Walla. 


Afternoon Devotions. 


1. Monday - Belva Nerlien. 
2. Tuesday ~ Valborg Torkelson. 
: Wednesday - Alice Walla. 

- Thursday - Elizabeth Héerde. 
5. Friday - Anita Bergh. 


II. Reports , 


Ae 


By 


Reports on stations, Institute and Literature given by Superintendent Olson, 
station heads and Institute Director. 


Secretary's report approved. 


III. Evangelism 


Ae 


B 


Ce 


De 


~ E. 


Voted that we rescind the former action of placing the Quanruds in Arauca 
because.of not being able at present to secure-a house there and also because 
of the attitude of the Scandinavian Alliance Mission. 


Voted that Ostrem and Morck be authorized to cede Arauca to the Scandinavian 
Alliance Mission in view of their claim upon the city, if thet cleim still 
exists after.the men have explained to the Alliance representative in Sogamoso 
our claim or responsibility as established by previous comity meeting (1938 


and 1945). ' 

Paper on “Open or Closed Communion?" given by Morck. 

Liturgy Committee elected consisting of Ostrex, Quanrud, Malde and Walla, 
Committee presented order of service for use and study by the pastors, and 
was authorized to etudy by next Conference the questions of use of gown and 


open and closed communion, 


Voted (unanimously) to place the Mendenhalls in Chiscase 


& III. Evangelism (Cont 'd) . - 
F. Voted (urianimously) to place the Thoresens in Socotaé (Parpe). 
G. Voted (unanimously) to place the Quanruds in El Cocuy. ~ 


H. Voted (unanimously) to place the Berghs in Bogota until next Conference, 
provided they can obtain their visa. 


I. Voted that Helen Danielson be placed as parish worker in Socota (Parpa) until 
the Thoresens arrive and then to be placed in Tunja, and that ‘she be aveaileble 
for occasional visitation campaigns in Socota as arranged by the pastors of the 
two stations and Danielson -herself. 


Js Voted that Gerardo Wilches be placed in the Plains to work with the Ostrems, 
the. exact location of the Wilches to be arranged by Ostrem and Wilches where 
feasible and best for the work. ‘ m 


K. Voted that the Executive Committee plan the Bible Short Course on the Plains 
and that if agreeable with the people there, two such short courses. be held 
in-the year. ° 


Le Voted that a regional conference be held in El Cocuy commemorating the tenth 
anniversary of the work there and thet the plenning for such a conference be 
left to the Executive Committee together with the missionaries vorking that 


@ ‘region. 


wie Following committee appointed by the Superintendent to draw up pagpeeeend for 
women's meetings + Helen Danielson (chai rmn), mrs, Quanrud, iirs, Ostrem, w#rse 
Olson and Mrs. Halde. 


N. Voted that the missionaries stationed in Bogota be authorized to refer final 
decision vo Executive Committee before finally choosing the location of station 
in Bogotae: 

IV. Education 
A. Voted that the Institute be located on a temporary basis 
B. Voted that the Institute be located temporarily in Bogotar 
C. Voted that Walla serve as Director of the Institute. 


D. Voted thet Joyce Bergh, Joe Walla, and Olger Quanrud serve as Educational Com~ 
mittee to work together with the Educational Director to sssign teachers to 
schools, pr:pare plans for education and assist in any wey to better our 
sc 0ols ane the educational program in our schools. 











E. Voted tnat because the existing English-spesking schools are not satisfactory, 
we recommend to the doard the establishment of a school for missionery children A 
in Bogota by- duly or August, 19903 that’ a teacher be called for = three-yes 

@ term and thet tt E i be studied end presented to the 










FP, Voted treat we recomuaend _Fanny Jiwénez as a wortny candidate for tne scholarship 
extended by the LSA and that sue be offered the opportunity of finishing her 
"bachillerato" degree in Tunja. - 








@ IV. Education (Cont'd) 


Ge 


Voted that the Institute faculty be authorized to place the age of entrance 
into the Institute at 14 but to require four years of primary school for 
entrance. 





V. Literature 


Ae 


B. 


C. 


Voted that the present Literature Committee continuce 


Voted that Johan Bergh, if granted permanent visa (Walla, if visa is not 
granted), serve as business maneger for the mission papere 


Voted tnat we take up-for consideration the recommendation of the Literature 
Committee as to the Voz Luterana. 


Voted that the Literature Committee be authorized to conduct a voting campaign 
for change of name of the paper according. to the following procedure; Thet 


. first choices of Conference be submitted to nationals whose judgments we respect, 


then in’turn compiled .nd sent.to the congregations for their opinions and ad~ 
ditions, returned to the Committee for retabulation, and submitted to mission 
voters for final voting. 


Voted that the Literature Committee be authorized to print a booklet of hymns 
to be introduced to our people, this to include the order of service. 


Voted that we go ahead with the preparation and printing of Ostren's translation 
Of Sv. Sverdrup 's Catechism due to the fact that Stump 's Catechism is already 


translated and that we believe there is need also of the question and answer 
type of Catechism. 


VI. Agriculture 


VII. Medical ‘ 


Ae 


VIII. 


Ae 


Be 


Voted that Heerde study the angle of 4 health visitation program; that Valborg 
Torkelson be given opportunity to travel and study the clinics in the Sind and 
Choco, and that then together with Mrs» Walla and the Executive Comittee 
soraureye a@.possible medical program to be ‘presented at the next Conference. 


Finance and Property 


Voted to authorize the Executive Committee to pay bills presented and disburse 
gift — funds on hand. 


Voted that in light of the discussion presented below, the Executive Committee 
work out an equalization plan, but which can also include the national workers 

on the Plains in such e way that they can attend. (Discussion: That all travel 
expenses of the missionaries and their family from the Plains to Sogamoso or 
Bogota be paid by the mission, but that the expenses from there to the Conference 
be equalized together with the travel of the missionary and his wife and the 
single worker.) 


Voted to approve budgets of stations and Institute as presented by Exec. Comms 





© VIII. Finance and Property (Cont'd) 


D. Voted that Ostrem investigate the possibility of buying property in La Aguada 
and present his recommendations to the Executive Committee. 


E. Voted that Ostrem present to the Executive Committee as soon as possible a 
plan for travel expense of colporteurs after acquiring oll possible information 
and advice from the Bible Society and other missions. 





F. Voted that the following wage scale as presentéd by the Executive Committee 
be approved; 


c 


; Teachers National Workers 
| ‘istyeer 2nd year 3rd year Single Married 
Country. $0 & B/R §50 &B/R $60 & B/R Country- $90; no B/R $130; no B/R 
Town or 80; no $90; no $100; no Town or $120; no B/R $160; no B/R 
Biaine Ree rd/R Board/R Board/# Plains 


tanchenes and workers to pay travel orn those on Plains who will receive their 


ravel rou ogadoso or Bogota to La “Aguada, and “vice versa, twice a years 
buggage paid from home to Plains and vice versa. 








G. Voted that Morck be authorized to proceed with a contract for the building of 
the wall in Duitama with Parada and to make a stove in the Institute buildings 
@ the cost to be taken out of the rent of the two buildings and funds on hand. 


H. Voted that Quenrud and Olson be authorized to spend up to $1500 for lawyer's 
fees and to determine whether to keep the property purchased in El Cocuy or 
dispose. of it. 

I. Voted to authorize the treasurer to pay the deficits in the budget items. 

Je Voted that Malde and Morck be authorized to buy the station wagon. 


K. Voted’ that Ostrem retain the see (pesos) in the furniture fund and use it for 
: furniture on the Plainss 





Le Voted that we buy an adding machine and/or calculator and that if there are no 
funds to be used for that, it be a project for someone at homer 


M. Voted that we purchase ‘the following furniture for three places (1 in Chiecas 


and 2 in Bogota) Chest of drawers; dining room set of be and six chairs; 
study desk. Dining room furniture bo value $150-175 (pesos), chest of drawers, 


$75-85 (pesos); desk, up to $90 (pesos). — vo purchase Tue wardte bes ands 
Cabinets ieee fliorck Far FERES, : 
IX. ui ede 


As Voted thet Secretary acknowledge letter from China mission (read at Conference) 
with a greeting. Letter from AeP, Symes read. Secretary instructed to 
acknowledge said letter, reassuring Mr. Symes that we do not intend to occupy 
Villavicencio and that we wish thet mission God's blessing in occupation of 


& | that citys 


Be. Voted thit Belva Nerlien replace Virginia Antonsen on the Executive Committee. 


& IX. Miscellaneous (Cont'd) 
C. Voted that furlough be granted to the Olsons and Moreks at mid-year. 


De Voted that the Morcks be recommended to study journalisn and printing, or. 
endeavor to prepare themselvés as much as possible for the literature program. 


E. Voted that the Ostrems be granted freight expenses and $200.00 (dollars) a 
year for food. 


F. Voted that the station wagon be placed in Bogotdé for the present in care of - 
the station head. 


Ge Voted that we request the continuation of subsidy for high cost of living, 
-and if the rate of exchange becomes disadvantageous, that the Board consider 
& raise in subsidy. 


He Voted that the Conference be adjourned. 


Post Conference: 


Conference authorized Mendenhall and Olsen to audit the books and prove them 
after the Conference. This hss been done and the books found to be in ordere 





PROPOSED BUDGET FOR 1929 
Station ee SS Schools! Lit.& | Travel * melevh. 
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eae eee eee a Stat.: station 
Socoté a 00 = 1170.00} 100.00 | 100.00 | POG IO0tF 7 972, 50 
292.50)  asiod | asion|) SP ex 3650.00 __ 
Tunja | 850.00 | 9b .25 
oe 1 © 1165.00 
4 oo ie Ve 
(it ! | - 
Bl Cocuy | 950.00 | 600.00 ‘eblsbo) 20 100,00 | 60.00 360,00{ /& t¥ | SF62-5 
B) pP.9? | 4 75.00 2345700 
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La Aguada, | 1000.00 | 75.00 | 700,00] 9°. 
E Saat 001 14S! §310| 29200 , 300,00 | __350.00-¥reight $045.00 
2400.00, j 12S 0 | peoree 
b0b+00 | ; 50,00 | SIAO 00. 2. 
es ares H | : ies 
Chisees *' ST, 00 | aS, ag Bae Mae i “4G/, a5 
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Total - 1590009 ESTO ' 3170.00 ‘1300.00 | f 
‘ EN 0 7 } bones! { : 0 | oe ame le 
0 648: Be 16: |aoceuce : ) 4.62 | 5 FF10.09 Vy AS Fede FO 
‘Am t x "T 4 ’ 4 : - F Z ERY, ) } : yy ; . % . ; 
ne SY TSe Lote] pes } 
needed - . fet aa . £9: : CAs, eae : ap — a. > 


— t {ESS a atations & Institu re. 


Pheer, Pate 


M@GiCOL (a see ce pwersecseeeeseeeeeees phaueh eae -» 1000,00-~ ere EH 

EMOTQONCY Pee hee eee eere ees ese seceecceeseees 2000200~ 5 09, Total other Budgets ex- 
Travel = (Transportation in moving, otee) ceevesee 2000.00 —F 0? cept for property. 
Vacation end Furlough oeeescceeceees vecccesevees 2000,00— 500. OW _~ 23% 

Supt. ‘Hravel outside of Distbict ..sseeeseeeeeee 300.00 — 45. 0 oravd- aril — 3 


Literathre > nt Voz Luterand sececececccereeceeees 1000.00 — Q¥O. 0 . 16800 ,00--Property for Chiscss 
© oe . : Translation, Printing, et. eeceeee 4000.00 —asac? 
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Be Caress 


OFEN Of SLOSED SOMMUNION 
(Paper presented to Missionary conference, Senta Ana, Cunde, January, 1949) 
TfL 






x >.) 
jee: papers = : 


= an assignment 
by the Superintendent at our Conference a year ago as a result of the lengthy out 
unfinished discussion of the brroblem we face as lutheran missionaries in respect to 
the "Galesburg Rule",or more specifically to a rigid adherence to it, especially in 
refererice to the Lord's Supper, axons our unorganized communities of unbelievers 
(many of whom are much influenced by reformed doctrine) and their relation to other 


denominations e 


The cuestion at issue is not whether we should firmly urhold or compromise 


the precious scriptural doctrine of the "Real Fresence" in the Lord's Supper, no more 


fo 


than wnether or not we should uphold or compromise the divine commandment "thou shalt 


not kill". Our stam can be but ones Obedience to 


a 


he word of Godé Our wroblem is 
a@ practical one. How shall we maintain with fervent zeal and satient love this ereat 


he administration of the Lord's Supper in our still unorzanized congregations 


ct 
8 
S 
ct 
re 
pe 
ry 
ch 


and how shall we safeguard its sacredness even after our believers right be better 
instructed and orzanized, and cultivate in them a true concept of its meaniny and 


sacrednesse Shall we practice "“ocen" or "closed® commmion? 





Obviously, the easiest course of action for the tastor wv bé that which 


4 


I believe is used by the Frdsbyterians in this country, that of extending tne 


invitation only to members of the conzrezation, or closed commmnion. 3u 


ch 


to come ay 


the :ractical aspect of our problez, I might ask you how, and on what vagfa ons . er 
eee 
administer commnion in a formerly Fresbyterian conzrezation wheré I-heve had 


little or no opportunity to sive clear and thorouzh instruction in “his or any other 


Christian doctrine, and where the prevailing concert of the Lord's Supper is not 


lutheran and worse still, where the lives of many of the professing evangelicals are 
ar bgt 
nen wae x e “4 , - wee ef 
credit to the zosrel? | canoe invite on the basis of membershir since wenreve 
3 oo hateket 
“nob-ae web bi ex-ante ido organize the consrezation aad the old Fresbyterian list would 





include some unworthy cand 







nerhass—-tosayoshemes“bud—not- because -ot-intert : 


commanion.seryvinecueld -in- Shes cokmmity-dur ine thE “Wo “years -: 


Oven or Glosed Coummion -e- 







geteken frou 
anwettet: who ~has, 
thowe @ djormesret nue as eee OF = 

Tnoresen and I discussed somewhat eaoaucuty the problem in question — 
a - 4 WHLel 


hat we were both rather inclined to try a form of open communion which would 


cone preacnine ana 


place the responsibility of safeguarding the sacrazent in 





je 
oe 
i 
nm 
ct 


sruction of the pastor, and in the heart and conscience of the communicant. This 
was put into practice in the still unorganized consregation of Duitesa by Fastor 


Thoresen and continued by me in his absences Invitation was extended to all i 


D 
fee 
5S 


recosnized thenselves as sinners and zcknovledzed their need of? Shrist as 
Saviour and wno believed that it with and-wader the bread and the wine ‘ney 
she Lord Jesus Shrist in His clorified Body and Blood. Communion was 


® administered monthly and wndoubtedly rroved a blessing even thougn some of the 





students the first year rersistently stayed away from the table end it is a known 
fact that members or adherents of other denominations, including Jach 


+ 


commned at our altare I have, however, not su’ered any qualus of 








because of this as I believe the worthiness of tne communicant does not derend uron 


the intelligence of his fa‘th so mich as upon the nee and humble 





obedience with which he ap.roaches the table of the Lord. uae fe Shiga ae case wAaS, of 


GE 


icerning 





course, siven only after very clear admonition cor of Une sacra~ 


ment and the sériousness o 


hh 


partaking unworthily. usually an agmonition Zornula 
oy Thoresen was read before the distribution of the elements, and communicants were 
requested to sicn a card at the entrance c? tah 

In my orinion, both oren and closed ecrmunion have their cbpvious 


advantages an. disadvantages, their values and their dan 





being unable to find mich direct li 
am in ®ull accord with Sernard Ghristiansen when he says that the "Hinneapolis 


+}. - oe eet! on a re -) Sore Te. Sage é Sg ital M7 at aay of xt 
thesés " went too far in stating "that the galesburz Rule - "lutheran pulpits or 





Oren or Closed Communion - 3 


lutheran pastors only and Lutheran altars for lutheran communicants only - is not 
only in full accord with, but necessarily implied in the teachings of the divine 


3? , aoe : . ei aie Tes, 
Yord and the confessions of the Lutheran Ghurche By sayins this we do not mnimze - 


the importance and prudence of this rules But the issue misnt come to thiss Who 
is the best "Lutheran" - the reformed or Catholic believer or seeker who in hunble 
repentance ani obedient faith approacnes a Lutheran altar, or tne nominal, unspiriwual 


Lutheran "in zood standinz" whom everyone expecis to see at the table? Only God 


can be the infalible judze here. Therefore our problem is more complex than at 


First thoughte 
But let us briefly summarize the advantazes and disadvantages of eifher form 
of admittance to the Lord's table. 
First, closed communion has the advantace 


tiat the sastor expects to see 


oriy the regular members of the conzrezation come to the altar and he does not run 
tne risk thay some uninvited :erson or some hipocrite who has sh 


sue “water " of his admonition misht come to the altar. It has the dan 


pares wanes Tok, Wa os 
BSvor lay 100 Gne 16h aber shit 


trt 


2 +e Livin 





oetween te worthy ani the unworthye It can have tre sane 





slackening effect on the communicant; that is, a cuteand-dried matter of mexbership 

instead of a thorouzhzoln: heartsearching before the flaming Yerd and the all-seeinsg 

eye of God, constant incentives to true repentance and hunger Zor the zrace of Gode 
he advantages and tne danzers o? the oren communion are just tne reverse 


02 those expressed above for the closed communion. Zor it is an incentive to let the 


te 
fur 


rreaching of the Word draw the lines and for the communicant to judge his ow heart 





nid or should not ro to Gommunion. It has the 
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nce can be cauced where failure of discernment is the case, 





Pana thn (eee BS , Aaa at, a ee ere we act ar re a 
sintulness on the ~art oF the comamicant or pastor, or doth. 





ar‘ace of develovin: the responsidzls conscience of tne 


communicant much ‘core 


OCC sem Seid toe astor 
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holiness and in®inite value of the sacratient - 


Rowanism and even the le 
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or Slosed Sormunion 
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Somethin: that the. rerimei 


galisn of Calvinism bae Pailed to develope 
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Bogota, 
January 19, 1949 


To the Joint Boards of the UELC and the ELC: 
In the Name of Christ, Greeting! 


We have terminated another Conference, full of cooperation on the 
part of my co-workers to receive the Word of God, to fellowship in 
Christ, to ponder over aid pray for the weighty matters that were 
before us. As this is the last Conference that I shall direct under 
my term, I want to pay tribute to these fellow-workers who have 

made the transition period in the mission so much easier. Permit 
me also to express my appreciation to you as_a Board for the good 
spirit of cooperation, the prayerful interest and backing during 
these almost two and a half yeare that I have served.I Will continue 
as Superintehdent until the March or April meeting of the Exec. 
Comm. and from then on until the next Conference Rev. Ostrem 

will serve as acting Superintendent. i have the confidence that 

he will experience the ‘same Hearty cooperation as he takes over. 


Let me comment as follows on the minutes of the Conference & Comm: 


III. Ae In July I made a trip with Quanrua to Arauca and Trinidad 
to determine which of these two placesshould have consideration in 
the placing of them, but no emmupietm investigation of renting or 
buying of pr’perty being made. When Quanrud went in October he 
discovered that there were no houses to rent, and to buy would mean 
perhaps 30,000 pesos and more. On his return, I suggested that 

he write to Rev. Elof Anderson of the Scand. Alliance, in Cucuta, 
to see if they would object to our missionaries living there while 
working Arauca until a house could be obtained. in his anewer 
Rev. Anderson stated that they considered Arauca their field, 

and they had possibilities of occupying it later. We were sur- 
prised at that because in the comity meetings of the E. M- Ge C. 
in 1938 and 1945 which dealt with territery in the Plains, that 
had been granted to us and recognized as belonging to us. However, 
since we had no copy of the one in 1938 at hand and the one in 
1945 listed no representative of their mission present we realized 
that there might be some possibility of right to their claim. 
Rather than fight over a far off field we took the action of #B. 
And with thet in mind and the difficutty of housing together with 
needs elsewhere on the field, we felt it necessary to take also 
the action of #Ae Since the Conference we have discovered that — 
he spoke only personally without any authority from their Comm. 
The latter is whole heartedly opposed to his view and concedes our 
right to Arauca if we want it, but thet if we find it impossible 
to work it they may Ifater consider doing so. With the plecing 

of a couple on the Plains, Gerarde Wilches and wife, we are 
considering working Arsuca with regular visits to begin with, and 
later locating a missionary there should the visits and the 
possibility “of obtaining property there warrant it. 


III. He Johan Bergh has been refused a permanent visa, but has a 
month extension on his permit from the police department. In that 
month he may try again in Bogota, or, subject to your approval, 

do as the Exec. Comm unanimously recommends in their January 12th 
meeting. (This case demonstrates the uselessness of accepting 
tourist visas end that the missionaries should be given every 
opportunity of contacting different censuls in the States to try 





- ED 


to get permanent visas from one of theme That, in the end, would 
be cheaper and easter on the missionary. 


IV. Be In the discussion the decision narrowed down to Bogota and 
El Cocuys, as most felt that the putting of the Inst. in Tunja now 
would meand a second “Duitema*. In favor of the Bl Cocuy placing, 
the station head presented the following factors: 
1. Renting a large house which had been offered us 
there would be considerable cheaper than Bog. 
2- Congregetional life is there for the students. 
Se Some of the believers there had asked for it in 
El Cocuy and therefore could be appealed to tc 
support it with their prayers and interest. 
4. Danger of losing them for the farm. 
In favor of Bogota the following thoughts were presented: 
1. Though rent is higher, living costs ere about the 
Banle 
2 El Cocuy would provide little contact with outside 
cultures 
3S. City young people would tot like to go to El Cocuye 
4. Much more secure. With the danger of the situ&éion 
becoming worse in 1950 with new elections, it 
would be safer for the immediate future to locate 
in Hl Cocuy. “ 
As the minutés reveal the majority. vote wus for Bogota. 


IV. E- The Englishespeaking schools in Bogota are too expensive 
and for the missionaries have:an environment and discipline that 
is not wholesome. We recommend’ that the teacher be called rather 
than hired as then she will be apt to be more consecrated to her 
Lord and to her taske In 1950 there will be 6 children ready 
for the school, and in 1951 perhaps four or five more. 


Iv. F. The LSA has offered to the UELC a scholarship for their 
Se Am field, so Fanny Jimenez of Tunja, who has been our faith- 
ful day school teacher for three years, is récommended for that 
in order to complete?y her two years of secondary *bachillerato* 
education. 


IV. G There is now e change in our prospective students - before 
they were older with little education, now they are a younger 
group. with 4 years in our day schools. (We need in our planning 
to give serious consideration to a secondary school to fill the 
gap in the education of our Colombian ehildren, some now finishing 
the primery at 16 - 12 years, and must therefore wait until 14 

to go into the Inst. Thus we loose many cxepable children). 


Ve Co Many have objected to the name "Voz Luterane" as limiting 
us in our;evangelism among the Catholics and among other evangel- 
ical groups who would like to use it as a medium of evengelism. 


Vv. E- This will include some 40-50 hymns, thus introducing tl.em 
to our people and making it an experiment for a larger hymnal. 
There is a dearth of sacrament & festival hymns in other books. 


V. ¥F. ‘Since we will not have te print Stump's and since the 
Celme/sa had once decided to print Ostrem's transhation and since 
it has been used with success in the dey school on the Plains, 
therefore, the decision. 


Gi / Bn wy Auprk te oe ro Wldin OL dan andcaterncl prprace - 











gram for the mission and we did not discuss one for the 
following reasons: | 
1. The change of Inst. location makes planning difficult. 
2. It is too much to take on at the same time as trying 
to start a medical program. 
3. It needs more observation on the part of our rural 
missionaries to see what is most needed and beneficial. 


VII. A- Since Heerde had expressed her interest in a health visita- 
tion program, that is, with Bible Studies and Hygiene in the home 
and in groups, she will study the possibilities ef such a program. 
Torkelson will observe during vacations and after finishing school 
the work of the Pres. in the Sinu and the Mennonites in the Choco, 
both of them much like our Blains area, then will visit the La 
Aguada area and with the others plan some type of programe 


VIII. Ae Billed are listed in the Exec. Comm. minutes a:d the 
gifts in the Station financial reports. 
Be. This is for the July regional Conference. 
C. The large increase in the budget, due to: 

1. Change of the Inst., may mean 9,000 pesos a year 
in rent alone, although present indications are 
a bit less. 1,000 of that will be cut off by | 
the rent received from the Inst. building in Duitama. 

2. Opening Chiscas, possible opening of Bogota, and 
the stationing of a family in Parpa. The house 
there will need considerable improvement if it 
is to be used. 

3. Dncreased salaries of teachers and Nat. workers. 
See VIII/ F. We have lagged behind and lost 
workerse We have also to allow,according to 
law, for Cesantia, that is,a worker can cleim 
one month's salary for each year of work. 

4. Budgetted items, medical, ete., which before were 
not on the budget as we had to have some know- 
ledge first of what such would cost us ina 
normal year. 


VIII. Ge This @all is on the open lot and which the city has 
declsred must be set in and a sidewalk built. 
He The law suits against the buying of that property in 

El Cocuy by the former owner have both been completed 
with him losing both. The lawyer now has the property 
in his name and since no set sum was egreed upon for 
his services, other then a piece of the property which 
he now does not want, he can ask much or little. We 
can do tipZé things: 

1. Pay his fee and keep the property, or trade. 

2e Let him sell it, returning xk to us that which 

we have inwested in it. 

The house is mostly roof and will need to be built all 
over again. The place is emall, but the site is ideal. 
If it could be traded for a larger place it would be 
better. 

J.» When the station wagon was priced the other day, the Ford 
was nd_w found to cost 107000 pesos, 1,300 dollars more 
than what wes sent out to use There is a miseionary 
that may sell their station wagon so we may take that 

L. With the HeaHache that the treaserer now has with changes 
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rabher constant in the exchange and,the increase in budget, etc., 

we feel that it would save days of his time if an adding machine 

with calculator were furnished him. We had to work into vacation 

days to get the books balanced this time. They should be bought here. 


IX. Be This election ise for a three yeer terme 

D. I have noted that Merck has shown much interest in Literature 
work. At his request, and my recommendation, he was 
recémmenced for such stuty,while also studying for his 
Be Ae This is with the understanding, of course, that 
the job of muiusxtt Director of Literature will not be 
a fulletime job, but with a pastorate or other work. 

E- During the pest year the Ostrems have suffered fpom lack 
of a varied diet. To buy canned vegetables to make up © 
that lack is mcre then they can afford. Therefore, we 
must subsidize the missionaries on the Plains somewhat. 
The amount is only a trial sum to see if it is sufficient, 
or should be more or should be less. 


G. It wild be impossible for any of us to make both ends meet 
without the subsidy. Colombian foods and clothes are 
rising and with rigid control of imports and such, things 
are becoming very costly. Cream of Wheat, so necessary 
for small children, wes 1.65 6 wonthsago, and now with 
no rise in exchange,it costs 2.20. 


Exece Comme» Jan. 4,5. A 
The gift of $130 pesos for a child has been kept for a time 
for such a child. However, conscious of the danger we 
are in here of favcritism and jealousy, we felt that it 
was better to use it for such things if the donors approve. 
Ostrem's mule - there are some 450 pesos on hand yet for a 


mule. The balance can Be gotten in a special gift if 
Pooece: 


with pices greetings to all, 


In Christ, 
hi. = A (heat aN we 


Superintendent 





: Apartado 1643, 
Litl. Chaat pallies eeu ay 
kin November 25, 1948, 

e The Missions Working in Boyac4 and Cundinamreca: 


@n June 8, 1945 e meeting was held between the missions especially working in Boyac& and 
Casanre to arrange territorial boundaries with the object of working on cooperation, Resolu-~ 
tions were made and the minutes sent to each mission, According to the minutes, it stated 
that I should call a meeting for the month of June of the year 1946, I wrote to th Secretary 
on the Wth of July 1946 and suggested that he call a meeting. He answered stating that he. 
was leaving the country the followings month and referred the matter to me, We are now in 
November of 1948 and no meeting has been held nor have I called the said meeting as I have 

not seen any necessity for the same, Should any of you feel that we should have another get- 
togethe r in Bogot4 I will be glad to hear from you and I will seek to comply with your wishes. 


There is one mtter I wiwh to bring before you, as I have heard some rumours that some of you 
have been talking about opening work in Villavicencio, the capitol of The Meta. Before doing 
such I would ask you to please consider our claim to Villavicencio and seek to cooperate with 
us ad we seek to work that region, We do not think that the only way a tomm is occupied is 
by having a resident worker there, and we believe that we are occupying Villavicencio and 
worki ng it. On the carretera that goes from Bogoté to Villavicencio an hour and a half this 
side, we have three congregations and people from these congregations continually visit 
Villavicencio and work there, In tye region of Acaefas we have a congregation in Guaml, a 
group in Arenal which is close to the penal settlement, a group in Catio Hondo close to 
Acacfas, and interested people in San Martfn, We have an ordained elder who does evangelistic 
work resident close to Acaclas, and we have an open door in Puerto Lopez where we direct 
meetings. Many people choose a central tovn and work out to a region around about it, We are 
working the opposite in relation to Villavicencio and we are working from the region around 
about into it, and with the interest we have in Villavicencio with families and visits, we 

1d that we are occupying it just as mch as if we hada resident worker there. We expect 

S soon as possible to put a resident worker there and would ask you to please recognize our 
claim to that city, because you will realize that if one of you started a work in Villavicencio 
you would go right into the center of a region we are working very well, as Villavicencio 
itself is not a very large town, 


With sincere greetings to you and seeking always to cooperate in fellowship and cooperation, 


Yours sincerely, 


A. P. Symes. 


Obj rs, 


Carrera 22, Noe 67-84 
Bozroté, Colombia 
January 22, 1949 


Mre AoPe Symes 
Apartado 164% 
Borota, Colombia 


Dear Mre Symes: 
Srace and reace in Christ Jesus? 


I wish hereby to acknowledge your kind letter of November 25, 1948, 
directed to the missions working in 3oyac& and Cundinamarcae Said 
letter was read at our annual business conference the beginning 

of this month. we noted its contente and your reference to Villa~ 
vicencio. I, as secretary, was instructed to answer your letter 
reassuring you that we nad no intentions of opening work in 
Villavicencio, and to express the desire of our Gonference trat 

od may richly bless your work in that section to the salvation 

of many precious souls. 


Sincerely, your co-worker in Shriat 


arnfeld 2. Horek, 
Secretary 





Carrera 22, Noe 63-84 
Bozota, Colombia 
February 5, 1949 


Dear Johan, 


So glad to receive your telegram last nizht even if it threw me into a quandry 
as to wheat I should do. first, because I do not have a thousand pesos in the 
bank here, and Roy had already gone to Tunja3 second, it is difficult and I 
think impossible under the new arrangement to send money out of the country, 
and even if you could, you would have to take a tremendous loss on the exchange 
and pay the charges, so I sent you the telegram as follows: 


If VISA SURE AND AUTHORITIES. FERMLT: MAKING DEPOSIT" HERE 
INSTRUCT CELMOSA TUNJAs OTHERWISE REQUEST FUNDS 
MINN EAPOLIS« 


I gather from your telegram that the Consul mist be willing to issue your 
visa without consulting Boz0té but that your deposit mist be secured before 
you can board the plane. This was the case with the man whom the Fentecostals 
brought in to direct their school in Sogamoso. Epler had to make a deposit 
here in care of Grace Lines before he could get on their boat in the States, 
Therefore, I believe you can arranze with the Consul, or whoever is making 
the demand, that the deposit be made rizht here in Solombia (I don't know 

if it would be Avianca handling yours, or who). It will mean a trip to 3o0zo0ta 
for Roy and a day or two more delay for you, but I do not see any other way 
oute If the money has to be had in Fanama, then I sugzzest getting it from 
Minneapolis for the reason explained above. 


We continue in prayer that you may soon be with us againe Greetings in Him 
to you both from us alle 


Yours in Christ 


Arnfeld 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL © execurive SECRETARY 


425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


Feb. 19, 1949 


Rev, Harold Olson 
El Cocuy 
Bogota 


Dear Harold, 


This is just a preliminary letter. More will be coming Bter when we have a 
chance to edit and go over the minutes so we can give full report of the 
actions of the Joint Board that had its meeting on Feb. 16, These have been 
busy days. Much work on China, as you may well imagine. Annual reports and 
surveys of finances and work. Many other svecial items. The Board worked 
hard, which meant that I had long days. Began as early as 7:30 in the 
morning and closed as late as 11:45 at night. 


Am glad that work is to be started in Chiscas. I cabled you today as follows: 
"Mendenhall purchase avproved", The rules of the board are that no purchase 

is avproved except detailed information can be suonlied both as to building , 

a survey of conditions and need, cost, etc. Realizing that such information 
might cause delay that would hamper your actions in securing property the 

figure included in the budget for purchase of proverty in Chiscas was avproved. 
This is with the hopes that detailed information can be sent home so that it 

can be presented at least to a few of the board members that are in the vicinity 
of the Twin Cities. The purchase with price indicated is generally avproved, 

so that much is left to your judgment. On the other hand, it is much better for 
all concerned that the regulations concerning vurchase of property can be 
fulfilled w= as much as possible if the delay entailed will not cause undue 
inconvenience, even if generally approved in advance. 


The Board has raised the salaries of the missionaries some for the coming year. 
This new schedule--which is a cost-of-living provision on account of the high 
prices, will be sent you when the survey letter of board action is sent. I 
will try to get that off to you on Monday or one of the first days next week. 


In reference to Lee, I have sent all the necessary vaners to Reifsnyder. We 
ean do nothing from this end as long as the vavers are with him, but we will 
just have to wait till we hear from him, either concerning results to his 
efforts, or a recommendation that we try a new method. 


Am sorry that Juanito Montoya is leaving our mission. I hove that we will soon 
have another fine young man to take his place as a worker for our mission, 


Sincere greetings, 





Please continue to send articles for our Church verioddcals and( gor THE MISSIONARY. 
All articles are to be sent to me--as also the films Ahat are taken, 
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Colombia 


The Rev. and Mrs. Johan Bergh are back in Medel- 
lin, in Colombia, to resume their language study 
after a brief trip to Panama. Their trip to Panama 
was made necessary for securing visa for perma- 
nent residence in the country of Colombia. This visa 
has been received and Pastor Bergh writes as fol- 
lows in a recent letter: 

“Both Anita and I are very happy and thankful 
that we have been granted a visa to stay and carry 
out the work for which we have been called. It 
seemed so uncertain and discouraging for a while 
that it is hard to believe that the visa came as easily 
as it did in Panama. It is just another evidence that 
our Lord works in mysterious and wonderful ways 
even when met by the barriers of men and nations 
which seem so formidable to us. 

“While in Panama I had an opportunity to’ speak 
to a Lutheran congregation and found to my sur- 
prise that they, although living right down here, 
were very much interested in the little things we 

‘told them.” 

In a letter from the Rev. Harold Olson dated 
February 11 we received the information that he 
and the Rev. Theodore Mendenhall had just com- 
pleted the second Bible camp in the Carrizal chapel. 
They reported a packed chapel for the three ses- 
sions on Sunday and a good group remaining for 
the two following days of Bible study. 
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April 19, 1949 


Rev. Harold L. Olson 
El Cucuy, Boyaca 


Dear Reverend 91son: 


Following ay retum United October, 
Ry ae bye par 
ra pre Reig clay 
eon eres ae rch nie arate, 
of the Executive and Legal Affairs? Coazittoe mally ee cole 


Brother Langeloh alzo wrete, "Since the resignat 
t tion of Brother Re 
a Bednar Affairs Chardman and it Aas been ast Dinette a 
FA siebingrts r his stead, already due to my inability te go to Bogoté 
en an ree sane, Hany, I em sure, will regret thie unexpected resign tion 
bar e @ work of the E.4.0.€. seriously handicapped. i do not know th 
ute of the acceptance of his resignation. ; : 


Much consideration was given to those wh 
o might be availsble te fill this 

—— On Feb. 16th, 1949 in regard to « possible successor of ur, Reifenyder 
Shit ed — oh pardon egerding arent I leave that te you to appoint. 
ie accord with your letter of February léth, I eta dehy ped totay again ein 

= : Lowe as chairman of the Legal affaires Comaittes. This expresses the desire 
of gpche rail seal garg Moonie Crosby as they met with me here. Also 
eet BF tar senso Aa sa e been informed that Brother Gerald Stucky 


Se mach for hiatory. JI have been apat remiss in not havin 
written to each 
of you long since, giving definite information converning tne services that 


Mrs. Hannah Lowe, Chairaan of Le Affairs Comittee 
i 1 gal : Calle 13, Namero 348, 
Apartment 205, Bogota, or any may desire to co upon her per or for 


correspondents, Apdo. 2 ot&, can offer to each of the member misaions. 


Mrs, Lowe will be gl: to serve any mexbers of 
: your aission in securing re-ca 
ee or in other legal affairs; present the matter of securing entrance ani 
or new missionaries, or give information concerning these matters, Re free to 
write directly to her as you my desire her services, | 


As Mrs. Lone does not have a private income upon which to 4d 

epend it has been 
suggested that in mtters of importance, we could consider remuneration to her 
en the basis of what our round-trip airplane fare to Sogot& would be or something 
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of this sort. We are thus saved our loss of tim for the trip and ali 
ineidental expenses, hotels, etc. plus the possibility of those we want 

te see are away and our time and aomey has been lost. As regards Mra. Lowe, 
often considerable tim mst be given for aaking and keeping contacts, and 
keeping informed aa to kow best to serve in this capacity. I. am sure that 

_ fer ainor, more routine items, each one of us will be glad to remunerate 
Mrs, Lowe for time spent, and as an.expression of our appreciation of having 
Mra. Lowe available to serve the cause of missions in this way. Perhaps you 
will haveduestions, either to her or to se, and we will be glad to give more 
explicit information as may be requested by you. 


May we pray for one ancther that God's protecting care may be prevident&dlly 
manifested towards each mission aad each missiqary, and that through the 
length and breadth of Colonhia real revival may prevail. 

With kindest peraonal greetings. 


Sincerely in Hin, 


EHP :mg B. EH. Pearson 





Na La Misién Gvangélica Luterana en Colombia 
he Colombia Evangelical Luteran Mission of South America 
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pac “Bay of ir. , Morck's reply’ to Nr wallerts letter in which Muller oats re | 
acceptance into our “or ‘the ‘Lutheran Mission. oe Letter’ wes written arg thes." 












Soees ames thee. medting in ia er ae ai 
Penge Epo Rg pak ae prbaieny 2, “How éa-ai; x 
Deore s eS : Wem, 2 * ot ets oH Bogota, Colombia, - the af ve 64% * 
. : ae Seeks nS ae fot eR ~ Hay hy: ANI» =: ie : 
Rete; Hermans sebtge cad a ; ae - ; : ee : Boas 
Ac alip,Valle_ oe Retahe ne were ites ale 
Dea fing Mater TT fies er 





‘a 


Thank you for pur ane letter of f April os which seuched us while the Executive Committee 
w,S in sesston YI was a pleasure’ ito make your acquaintance wien you’ were here during 


holy Eéeky: I:enlyrregret that I was absent so mitch and there wasr6o ddbtle: tine for 
fellowship and exchange of ideas, $2 ey 


tors 


Your nina Was given due consideration by. She: © maiittee and I quote here the action 
taken : 


"Voted that cfficial contact be made with the Cumberland Tresbyterians for the release 
of Hermann Muller who has requested ertrance into our mission by letter of “the "25 of 
April, 1949; that we take him on as a worker, aiso to Stucy part-time, and then if the 
Board approves, that he be given sn opportunity te study in the U. 5. with the poses 
bility of returning with the status of a missionary to work among the German Lutherans 
and Colombians 


You will realize taat from underst vandings of comity between missions, this cannot be 
considered an offer to you until your reiease has been arranged with the Cumberiand 
Presbyterian Kkission. i am, vhererore, enclosing a copy ol my letter to xr, Newnan 
which the Coumittee instructed me to write, vou wali ad © note our Suggestion thet we 
are unable to offer you a definite promise of further study at a seminary until thet 
has been approved oy our Soard, but that preiinanar ory studias such aS, pevhaps, Lutneran 
dogmatics, and other other subjscts that we wignt arrangs, could be taken under one of 

ur men in Bogot4 while you work here. “Ye also felt that if the Board shculd approve 
your going to the Stabes soon to study, it would perhaps not be the most adviseble ic 
to start too strong a program oa tne Jerman peopis new, bul rather wait until your 
return. Your first assignwent could then be t nelping with the Spanish work while you 


lsid the foundations for later and more large-seal ie WOrK among Lhe Germans, 


The Committee was of the unanimous opinion ae iat it w i be more fortunate for you to 
be affiliated with our Mission rather then with tae Tren cx Germany s Since that. 
would unify the work as a whole sco much more. it, for example, a paster should Yollow 
you in the charge bn Sogot4 after, F9uExXears who d a 
or viewpoint, an appearance cf two Lat hen chur! 






id not have the missionary emph: 
268 could result. 
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“Ne hope 6 nears ‘Eno you: goon aud woul: Like. also ie wake, thee =. 
“aequaintance - ‘of: your. wife. Could you-not: bring ber -on your next ~ 





I again repeat that You cannot consiaer any of this as a promise 

or an affer until-your release has been secured from the Cumberland 
Presbyterians.. “Perhaps you have already. written. them- regarding..your | 
approach to us. I do not remember exectly. when you, said your.arrange- 
ment with them would terminate. I think I have made it clear that we 
as a missionary “conference on the field have the authority only to 
offer you the employment onthe etstus a8 2 worker and that the study 
in the north and recognition as 2 missionary sare matters of the home 
Board. Naturally, if our prihiminary arrangementé here while you work 
and study with us is sstisfactory, our recommendations will carry” 
weight with the Board and our time together here would ‘also give us 
an opportunity to become acquaintea. ‘Ye missionaries in Bogrota | ve: 
been authorized by the Conrnittee to make finencisl arrengements with 


. you ar and when youn ganas with the Comber tne is termingted. 


arn er: or 


visit to Bogota? earns 


Sincefely yours in Christ, 


“Enclosure ===, Aafeld C. Moree. 






q alt, Valle 


Dear Rrott, Or. Langelon: 


the only internati onaliams that Live, stronely tomay are Hhpse which ¢ can make 
nati onal ism: serve itis own purposed. : 


te who are nissionaries undoubtedly aus many tines: ‘titee this: phenomena of. 


century “to. our dey “ta ‘China: illustrates what T em referring to, Closer home 


church. took over. 
because naticnalisn in it's, particular fom, in a particular crisis, pro she. 


in seeped ime eine keeping the mis mast onary: enterprize to a dar se aad 


‘Hebe in Golonbia we need not. be. ‘suprised if nationalism, in ite 


‘letter callins attention to the fact that appeals which some missions and mission- 


cone tude that the best for all soimermed is that we all leave.! 
“ALL that i have been able to learn comerning the present, e¢ituat ion bears out 


letter, “Even from Cachipay, it is easy te see that the situation in Bogota for 2 


















0. EB, Lanagelon 
Apdo. 654, 








Nationel iam: in. this century hae ren dctied-s such am intensity that i tas c changes 
lives, institutions, ané threatened to rebuild cur world. Someone hee said 








our age the minsiowry since. the close cf the L9tt 





fe oméssionary effort, excluding, ali missienaries 
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we fine Hexico after 7 5 years | 
from mer: bearritorye Here and: there, it is. oo a mis Siena ae | 




















This wags ‘done’ nat Spesause neni operies desiced it, “bas 





about Jargely, we understand, Oy. tne pretentions of “tne Catholic clergy, 












form, should express itself, and if not now, ultimately, impinge upon ‘the “misslonary — 
= 


enterprize as carried on heres: A week to ten days azo, i received. a mst urgent 


aries had mde to American authorities seekine protection in this troubled tine, — 
throurh which everyone is living in Colonia, en resulted mast adversely, An the 
Ministry of Relaciones “xteriores, and the Ceoloabian authorities in general, i pet 
was warned that the danger to the missionary cause was very. srest, that there. were. 
adnemies who were seekines to ogee it to exciude the entrance of any new missionaries, 
and would use it in every way sossible to Aha “mn the oissicnary cause .: 2 





Today ‘I have received a letter from Rev. Sevsld Stucky, known and respected by © 
all in the miesicus of Solombia. Referring te a certain situstion which I leave 
anonymous, he writes as follows: ‘It ia tracic that the affair went 
throush the Febasay and thus to the foreign Ministry. I beliws tast it was the 
wrenm thing to do, I think that we should anpeal to the missions in Colombia to 
be willime to suffer for the cause of Christ. if need be, and uch to appeal to che 
Enbegsy or to the Galen ia authorities for aid, Our faith ané confidence mus’ 
be in our God. The Solombian Sovernment doesn't want us snyway, and tre "fakassy 
isn'& very sure tms it does either = and by cur revealing to them that we are 
the cause cf increased uneasiness in this country, 34 is oes that. they will 


in full Brother Stucky'’s feelings concerning this mtter. He adas later in his 


missionaries at present is not 006 ~ mingnivy soeaking’, 





oe 





Brother Stucky also orings the following to our attention Shit in toe case of 
mis#ionary nurse €esivine to return to the States, she was rermitted tc OMe bs 


8 
ee 














onty if she came. nbt asa missionary, fone asa nurse. ‘The information sent to 

the Chicago Consul WAS, expressly that if she chaneed her occupation from that of: 
a nurse, she was not to be siven a visa, and that, if she: made such @ change after’ 
comings here, she imast leave: the country immediately. In other words, she his to - 
do pect ossi onal nur sins only ang: keep out of missi onary wort or. deave oa eee 











Brother: “Stucky adds, uy am atte eure that hee she been only. a missionary ek 
return oemmit would have been denied." Iwill be glad to hear from any others 
that may - have been denied a return pernit, or concerning return. permits that. 
having. been. ranted have later been cancelled, I have no other. information 
cones mini ‘this, but in. pine case ‘lladed to by Prother Stualye7 aha SY: 





In view of the foregoing, om am wondering ir it vould rot be wi: se for us as a ve 
missi. onari es: ve 





»y- “to washes he: mi stter of aise lona one the evange lica) ‘ehurch ‘ Aoloabis a a oS 
matter of daily prayer. Perhaps we could all join in prayer followine the evening. 











meal, or at any other a me that may be more convenient for» your particular, niss ion, = ; sa 





2) ‘To keep iéaah “ether informed of any pe eecuti on which arises. cand ma le oe 
particular Place a matter of special, prevailine prayer. 1 can mentia the. following ‘ 
at this present time. Rev. Ira “Yashburn and family were attached in El Morro, og Oe 
Yopal, Sasanare,. ev. and ‘irs. Outhouse were attacked in ©l Secreto, Boyacé. 
There was a demonstration and threat of attack uson the * ‘gsi on of the Andes et: fe 
CGaragoa. A verv tense and threstenine situation devel oped ina Sospel fat citatd ons ny 
campaisn carried on by the “lesleyan mission in "nvigaco, Anticmia. Tet us mke- 
these four places matters of svecial prayer before tie fore. “Ne will be slad to 
have you: keen us informed and we will attest to send ont a resuné of what is. one 
haprening on the missionary front in Tolonbia to missionaries only, and to stimulase- 
us to inte lileent, believing prayer . 





3) To let representations to the Solonbian sovernment concerning any violence 
which may occur be made only by Solombian fellowworkers whose risht it is to 
seek the protection of their eovermaent for themselves and their interests. 


i) Under_ nm _circumstances make renrezerntitions to our Ayerican “sbassy whicn for - 
the faithful “@ischarse “or: their duties to American citizens imkes it obligatory. 
for them to take up the mtter with Solembia, thereby drawing unon us the moset tre 
ill-will of representatives cof both soveranents. 


5) Seek to keep one another informed and to consult with one another that vhat 
we do imy be cone within the frane-work of an agreed upon misaicnary colicry. 


“le will weles any suggestion, infomiatio, or facts tnat cin help us in this time 
when 2 certain relizio-political international ism is seeking to use Tclonbian 
nationalism. to hinder or destroy us, 


Let us rejoice that we are countcé worthy to suffer for Ghrist at this tim, cand 
let us be "in nothing terrif fied by our adversaries", Phil, 1:28.00 | 


“jth all kingest greetings. 








wo AS Fearean 





El Cocuy, Bogacé 
May 12, 1949 


r 


Dear Fellow-members of the BE. Me O- Ce: 
Grace and Peace in Christ! 


At the last biannual conference of the Be Me O» C. the Comity 
Committee of which I was named chairman was instructed to prepare a 
statement of comity that could be acted on by the member missions before 
the next conferences Such a statement was prepared and passed around 
to the members of the commhittee and all of them approved ite One 
added some recommendations which when passed around to the other manbers were 
objected to by two of theme 


The slow motion of the chairman of the committee and the time 
lost in writing and waiting for answers to his letters from the other 
members has brought us to this date without having put the matter 
to the vote of the member missions. Therefore, and since we are leavirg 
in June for our faurlough,I am suggesting that each representative of 
the member missions keeps the copies of the suggested statements, 
give them much thought, present them to his mission committee if 
possible, and then at the coming E. M. C. C. meeting they be given 
thorough debate and acted upon. For a complete understanding of 
the meaning of the statemert and the future well being of the Be Me Oo Co 
that is necessary I believe. 


At the same time permit me to thank you for the oppdtunity of 
fellowship in Christ shat I have had in the brief time I have represt& tal 
our migsion in the Ee Me Os Ge That Christ may be glorified through 
us and thus Colombians find Him, is my prayer for each of us. 


Sincerely in Him» 
wore! oe 


Olson 








RSOOMMENDALTIONS OF THE COMITY COMMITPEE 


We, the Member Missions of the Eo Me Oe Ce agree: 
As As to students: 


le 


20 


Se 


ih 


ae 


Be As to 
le 


*26 


Se 


Cc. As to 
le 


De As to 
le 
Re 


*3. 


*4. 


That no mission shall solicit students for their shhools from 
another mission without the permission of the latter mission, 
Phat no student be received in an Insitute unless he brings 
a letter of recommendation from the school in which he has pre- 
viousxy been enrolled. If a student comes from the territory of 
another mission for training, it shou@d be found out whether 
he comes with the good will of the church or mission to which 
he belongs. 
That students who come from another mission at their recommendation 
shall pay the aotual cests of tuktion, board and room in the shool. 
That a mission sending more than five students to another mission's 
school shall help in the teaching, providing part-time or full- 
fime teachers. 


workers (evangelists, pasters, teachers, colporteurs,etc.,} 

That no mission shall solicit workers from another giesion unless 
said solicitation be done through the official channele @f the 
miasions.*-.. 

That no worker be received unless he brings a letter of recommendation 
from the society with which he has been working, or until 
correspondence has begn carried on between the two organizations. 

That whenever possib ssionaries of another misséon than that 
in which the wo is working shall encourage his respect and 
loyalty to the mission in which he happens to be working. 


missionaries; 

That individual missionaries shall seek to afways put the best 
construction on all that another says and does within the 
bounds of Christian honesty and decency: that go#ssiping about 
the fellow missionary shall be avoided lest it ruin the bond 
of brotherhood; that in all we shall seek to understand, 
consider and dove one another in the spirit of Christ. 


members; 

That no mission shall soligit members of another missioy. 

That when a member of one mission moves to the territory of 
another a letter of dismissal or transfer shall be required 
when gpplying for membership. 

That there be a uniform standardof discipline between all the 
missions working in Colombia which should be adopted by the 
governing bodies of the different churches ~ “oonvenciones 
anuales, presbiterios, etc.,) 

That no church member who is under discipline be received into 
membership of any other ohurch, and no person be received 
fnto fellowship from another congregation without a letter 
of transfer, until careful investigation has been made of 
Bis 1ffe and relation to his former church. 


Items marked* are quoted from the 1944 Recommendations of the Finding 
Committee (approved and adopted) 


Olsen 
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Be 


De 


4. 


5. 


5. 


ADDIPICHAL HECOaENDATIONE 


y to 


f 


THE OGMIPY COMMITTEE 


That member missions of the E.%.0.0. cooperate 

in an effort to establish a more uniform standard 
of salaries to the workers in their employ, in 
accordance with the living stardard of the native 
population where they be working ard the cost of 
living. Im order to effect this, some missions are 
requested to consider a raise in salary of their 
workers, and other missions to reduce it. 


As far as it be possible the missions should encoursge 
the churches and congregations on their respective 
fields to endegour, in the psyment of salaries to 
their pastors, & remuneration accordant with their 
need and the stardard of living in the community 
where they are laboring. This payment should be as 
uniform as possible ag a corspicuous difference 

in the salary amongst workers, engerder discortent 
and envy, tempting some of them to seek secular 
work if they be not trarsferred to a Mission or 
church paying higher selary. 


That missionaries cf the E.H.C.C. abstain from 
propaganda of their denominational particularism 

in contact with workers and members of other missions, 
such as particular doctrinal concepts in regard to 
the age and form of beptiem, attainments of pers oral 
ganotity, or spiritual gifts, where there may be 
divergence of opinions on Siblical grounds, etc. 
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1 | stive Pascual se. ae ek Profesiéa 
2 | Curcho: Felipe Antonio ee ee 
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Certifdco que lo escrito en estas inas es fiel copia del | Oo or asl dé 
antes teaiamos para Socotdé y Casauece juntos. No. 1 jasta 21 fueron apuntados por el Rdo AM 
Allan. Dicho libro original quedé para el uso en Socotd. desde ahora en adelante. 
Duitama, Boyacd, 4 de marzo, 1947. Doy fe. Fde'Gerardo Ostrem S. 
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La Misién GSvangélica Luterana en Colombia 
jhe Colombia Svangelical Luteran Mission of South America 
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DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA “CELMOSA” 


Apartado 25-25 
Bogot&, Colombia, 
August 1, 199 


To the Joint Boards of the ELC and UBIC, 
Greetings in the precious name of our Lord and Savior: 
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised. 


It was not without some fear that we saw the Olsons and Mork s leave for their 
furlo, They have been along in the work these years and have shouldered heavy loads 
and We thank God for them. Though others of us endeavor to carry on in our wealness 
and lack of experience, we know that the Lord will lead on. Therefore we press on 
trusting Him far what He wmts to work out thr ugh us. 


We had a Meeting of the Executive Committee last week and am sending the 
repott. I shall add a few coments on the minutes. 

In reference to Mueller's travel and salary, I wish to refer to Olson's 
letter of Jue 17. He’ was to be in the serd ce of ths LAF, but word has not come 
from Arbough as to their arrangements. Therefore,seeing that he was ready to came 
it was found necessary for us to advance that amount. We are looking also for the 
word from our Board in regegda& his coming to work here. The Muellers appear to be 
sincere fine people and we pray God's blessings upon his work in Colombia. As seen 
in another matter voted on, the treasurer will be writing you o ncerning hin. 

As to Malde's furniture bill, that refers to some they had of their om 
=o is basic furniture and we realize that it is better that that remain at the 
station. 

Pausanias Wilches is one of the men who spent several years at our Bible 
Institute. He will work with us in the Parpa territory. May God bless him and his 
wife, the former Ernestina Mora who has also been a student at our Bible Institute. 

Regarding the decision for the Mission to help with the expences of the 
La Aguada situation, this is as to the cost in the presenting before the higher 
authorities the matter of the shameful violation of the Constitution which was done 
when the local authorities in L, A. closed our school and chapel forbidding classes 
and services, This envolves some travelling costs, for someone from Casanare to | 
bring the signed petitions to Bogot& to present them and we may need to engage a 
lawyer according to the advise of the Procurador which is the Chief Attorney or 
Would it be called Attorney General. If it canes to carrying our his advise we 
may obtain more security avoiding the opposition molesting that way. 

The lot offered to the Mission at 86 pesos in La Aguada is offered by one 
of the members there. This lot will serve on which to erect a school building for the 
day-school and has sufficient ground for play-ground and is just in the next block 
east of where the present property is located. 

The repair of the Institute building which Roy md I are to attend to is 
in the building in Dui ° 
The reason for authorizing the treasurer to pay the Mission's share of 
the maternity perce for the Bergh's is that the coming event will or is expected 
to take place before the next Exec. Committee meeting and they will be in need of it 
to pay the doctor. 

As to that of a church building for Bogot4, all the missionaries are of 
the opinion that for the work here some building suitable for it will be indispen- 
sable. We hope to have a growing work here poth for the present population and also 
for the many people who cane in here from other parts of our field to take up residence. 
Tle n too, a large number of German Lutheran people are found in Bogot& and we would 
desire to do something for them. A definite chapel or church serves better for the 
purpose. The group of our missionaries wane ao Bogot& had a meeting about the 
matter and presented the suggestion of the 1 Sq. meters for ground. We believe we 
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Would do wisely to purchase at least that amount to have space on which to erect 
what the future would require, 

They expressed also their view that a large bhurch building be erected 
at once to avoid ces in the remodelling later on, The Committee looks at it 
that a building of size recommended would be more advisable at present and that 
it be built in a manner that leter it could serve for Sunday Scyool rooms or what 
ever might be found most valuable for the Cause. And that then when that time come 
the larger building be erected beside it. 

I spoke to the Danish architect and contractor on Saturday asking him 
if he could give us some approximate figures of a cost of sucha a chapel. He said 
that he would and will have it ready by next Thursday the th. As soon as he 
gives me the figures I shall send it on. 

We sincerely hope that you will find it recommendable to erect a 
building for the work in Bogot4. And we would wish to ask you for diagrams or 
models to choose from. 

Possibility of property purchase in Cocuy is brought forth, We see 
more clearly as time passes by that we need to have a definite chapel or churm 
building these too. It seems advisable to endeavor to collect the money envolved 
in that lot which is in that deal there and then purchase other ground on which to 
erect or purchase something which can be remodelled to suit the need. I trust that 
something might be presented at our next Committee meeting, but we would appre- 
ciate that the need there be given consideration even now, 

; The sum recommended for improvement of the Chiscas property envolves 
fixing up two rooms into one for chapel, putting in floors either of cement, boards 
or floor tile. general repair of the house to make it suitable for all its 
purposes in r a school when a teacher would be available. It also includes 
a cistern with the required fixtures as there is no water works in Chfrscas. 

In case you Would be meeting soon I shall send this on md when Mr, Cluck 
has the estimates for the building in Bogot&é ready I shall send that then. 

We wish for you and pray for God's blessing as you labor on dbrecting 
the Missionary work in the varioua fid@ds. The missionaries here greet you all. 


Sincerely Say Christ, 
Uy 


pa LE) (6. ostrem) 





Colombia, South America 


Recent letter from Pastor Malde written from 
Tunja informs us that the recent Lutheran Confer- 
ence held on our field took up an offering for Lu- 
theran “World Action. The offering, in pesos, 
amounted to $37.50 in U.S. currency. : 

Concerning the work ‘at Tunja, he writes as fol- 
lows: “We are happy to be back again at our work 
in Tunja after our conference and our vacation. 
The work continues to show definite signs of en- 
couragement. Yesterday we had thirty-three people 
present at our Communion service in the afternoon. 
Eighteen persons took part in Communion; a very 
fine spirit throughout. the whole service. 

“The carpenter was here again today, so we got 
him started to work on the new pulpit for the 
chapel. We are hoping we can have the chapel dedi- 
cation before Pastor Olson leaves for the States on 
his furlough in June or July. We may not have all 
the furniture by that time, but in that case we will 
have to have the dedication anyway.” 

Ina letter from the Rev. Ted Mendenhall dated 
February 14 in El Cocuy, we have the following 
news: “We are now within a short distance of the 
place where we will be doing our bit to serve our 
Savior here in Boyaca. It is really a joy to know 
where we will be stationed. The past two years have 
been quite indefinite times for us, so we are looking 
forward to getting settled and beginning work. 

“We are planning to go to Santa Ana on Satur- 


day and then to Chiscas on Monday to look for a 
house.” 


September 13, 1949 
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Colombia 


From Colombia, South America, we have received 


_ no further reports concerning the political conditions 


that have caused difficulty for our missionaries. We 
do rejoice in hearing from the city of Chiscas where 
the Rev. Theodore Mendenhall is working that 
there is much interest among the people there in the 
Gospel. We have the following encouraging report 
from him: 


“Then there is the need of the children, Almost 
every service we have from 25 to 40 children pres- 
ent, and how they are learning to sing! We have 
arranged practices with them during the week from 
time to time, and they are faithful and really seem 
to enjoy singing the choruses and hymns. It gives 
us a great deal of joy to tell you that now after 
two months of having services the attendance con- 
tinues to be very good. The average attendance is 
around one hundred. This is perhaps the only place 
on our field where there is such manifest interest, 
and we praise our Lord for the great Opportunity in 
this open door. 


“Tt is now time for the evening service, and I can 
hear the children down in the street practicing the 
words of the chorus they are going to sing tonight. 
It is quite a thrill to hear the children humming, 
whistling, or singing the chorus, ‘Que marvilla que 
Cristo’ when they pass by during the day or even 
at night if they happen by. Singing of hymns is en- 
tirely new to them so we are happy to see them 
take such interest.” 


871 





Colombia Sept pe, (944 


A recent letter from Miss Helen Danielson of the 
U.E.L.C. with which we are jointly doing mission 
work in Colombia, has written about encouragemesht © 
in. their work in Parpa, one of the towns in the 
highland area of our mission field. She writes ‘as 
follows: . 

“Parpa is windy and cold, at a very high altitude. 
My fur jacket felt very good there, every day. With 
no stoves to keep us warm, we just put on more 
clothes. We did, however, have a little cook stove to 
do our baking in. But with the houses so open, that 
did nothing to heat our homes. And with our many 
duties, we could waste no time in the kitchen. We 
had a maid to do our cooking. Our stove was the 
first of its kind in Parpa, so we boast of the first 
chimney. We smiled when some of our country 
people wanted to see our ‘modern’ kitchen, which 
consisted of a little old cook stove, a gas stove, a 
pressure cooker, a few pots and pans, a homemade 
table, etc. To the poor women who sit and cook on 
a couple of stones, in their open kitchens where the 
smoke disappears wherever it can, with their few 
wooden spoons, earthen jars and a few soup plates, 
of course, ours seems pretty modern. 

“Last January Miss Bergh and I were given the 
opportunity to go to Parpa. However, Miss Bergh 
couldn’t stay long as she is one of the Institute 
teachers. But some one was always with me. In June, 
or the last days of May, Miss Heerde was assigned 
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work in Parpa. In many ways we stepped in at an 
appropriate time; and have been happy to see God 
working in the hearts of the people there. Our young 
people’s group grew so large that we had to, divide 
it. Our young people under fifteen, the Junior group, 
averaged between 30-40. Our Senior group anywhere 
from 50 to 100. With a record crowd one night of 
125. At our last women’s meeting we had 53. Eliza- 
beth’s health class was always well attended, and 
manifested much interest. ‘Better to prevent than 
to cure,’ was their slogan. Miss Heerde is a nurse 
and will serve in that capacity in Parpa also. With 
no doctors for miles around, this will be a real bless- 
ing to Parpa. Our Sunday night services were our 
record nights. We were indeed encouraged at this 
service. Our hearts leaped for joy as we saw the 
souls giving their hearts to Christ.” 
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BOARD OF|FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL « execurive secretary 


425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


October 20, 1949 


Rev. J.L. Walla 
Carrera 13, #73-71 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 


Dear Rev. Walla: 


Your cable arrived last night and I sent you a reply this morning affer 
contacting Miss Antonsen. According to vresent plans she will be leaving 
for Colombia some time in March. The doctor was unwilling to give her a 
good health certificate so that she could net commlete vavers for her re- 
turn satisfactorily. The Consul in Chicago was very encouraging about 
extension of her re-entry vermit. The process for this re-entry permit 
has already begun. The doctor has felt that three to six months may be 
needed for treatment. We are in hoves that March will be the anvroxi- 
mate time when she will be able to leave. 


We are sorry that this delay has occurred. Miss Antonsen is as sorry as 
any of us. She had a sudden flare-um of some allergy that is affecting 
her feet. It is not felt by the doctor to be safe for her to return with- 
out corrective treatment. 


I have been a little concerned about Miss Heerde being alone in Parva at 

the vresent time. The attitude of the veonple in Socota has not been en- 
couraging. Will you please take this under advisement as to whether it 

would be adviseable for her to be called out until after the crisis has 

vassed or else have some one staying with her so she is not entirely alone. 
This is just a suggestion for your consideration, or the consideration of 
your committee, We are looking forward to the day when things will be more 
settled in Colombia. Our Board is meeting during these days and has decided 
to give a call to one man who is now a senior at the Seminary. He is vlanning 


a year of study at Biblical Seminary in New York before vroceeding to the 
field, 


We hove that by the time he is ready that entrance vermits can be secured 
for hin. 


Sincere greetings to you and your co-workers. 


Yours in Christ, 


_ Bikes i aac 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. Dr. J. R. Lavik Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman Dr. E. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary Mr. P.M. Onstad Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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FINANGI, i" STATEMENT OF THE COLUMBIA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN MISSION OF 





SOUTH AMERICA 


ra 


“General oe 


Income--January 1 -December 31, 1949 
Expenditures ~January 1-December 31,1949 
Balance on hand --December 31, 1949 


Special Ledger 


Funds Receipts 
Medical” ~~------------- 1,275 .00 
Emergency -----------+-- 45,346.23 
Salary. —=s----«p--6-- -- 51,688.21 
Rent and Upkeep- woe eee- 15,900.00 
Institute ------------- 4,172.57 
Schools, Day, SS e----- 1,300.00 
Teacher --------------- 3, I2SRB3 
Evangelist ------------ 4 batt 2 
Literature & Siplicele 4,682.85 
Trave l----------------- 5,250.30 
Trave 1 Equipment------ 11,267.24 
Vacation *& Furlough --- 9,327.82 


Stat. & Office Equbp.-- 28,042.81 


Postage & Stationery--- 203.24 
Telegraph & Telephone-- 195.23 
Language School ------- .2750SrEe 
Miscellaneous --------- 700.01 
Memorial -------------- 220.26 
Short Course ---------- 153.25 
Property-----+---------- 10,300.00 
Totals--- 200,173.41 


eee gees 
Bal. on hand---- 28,257.69 





Pesos 

199,556.91 

171,299.22 

28,257 69 
Disbursements Balance Deficit 
4,186.75 = ---92- 2,911.75 

39,392.63 5,953.60 <------ 

51,731.09  -ex--<-- 42.88 
16,535.02 = =§ s------+- 635.02 
3, "610. 94 561.63 $«------- 
1,332.00  .e---<-- 32.00 
3,431.60 ee en ee ee 91.77 
4,061.96 241.46 ee 
3,253.00 1,449.85  -------- 
5,247 TL 2.59 oe ee oe we we me 
5,545.00 5,722.24 en oe 
7,828.59 1,499.43 = en------ 
21,738.75 6,304.06 -------- 
203.25 2 wre nee OL 
195.25. 0 wre mewn 202 
2,574.15 wenn eene 69.01 
700 .00 OL eww nn nee 
wenn 220.26 wn------ 
"7568.33 2.351:71 ee 
23 Tl) eee rn--- 
171,915.72 32,040.15 3,782.46 


-pu182 46 
28, 257 -69 
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Superintendent's Report, 1949. 


Hitherto the Lord has helped! 

Let not your heart be troubled, believe in God, believe also inme. Jn. 1é¢:1 

So shall my Word be that goeth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, 
but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto 
I sent it. Is. 55:11 

In trying to write a report of the work for the past year I almost feel like 
placing a period at the end of those passages and leave it with that. I think that 
throughout the whole field that is the way we would feel about it. We realize that the 
Lord's blessings and protection have been upon us, and therefore, even though we have 
had some hard experiences, yet will we not be troubled but look unto the Lord, believ- 
ing ana trusting inrHim. We are trusting the Lord for that the Word we were able to sow 
shell not return woid. 

At our Conference in January of 1949 we endeavored to make plans for the work as 
best we could to our limited foresight or foreknowledge. We enjoyed the capable leader- 
ship and council of Olson and Morck as together we all considered the various problems. 
But as time marched on we found that we were obliged tobee sormany of those plans fail 
to be put into effect due to the prevailing complicated situation thpuughout the 
country. 

However, we first give thanks to God who until today has kept His protecting Hand 
upon us. We thank Him for all that He has been able to do through us in the various 
pleces where we have had 4 part in His great Cause, end we pray for His forgivness for 
our failures and that He will over-rule them. We were able to‘extend the stakes" some 
and reach our farther , to work more extensively for ay while in some of the older parts 
of the field, and to reach into new areas in other parts. God knows our sincerety and 
desire to do something for Him, and we are confident thet He will bless every effort 
sincerely put forth. 

We have been happy for the possibilities for three more missionary couples to come 
into active work during the year, and also another single worker. Hence we have been 
seventeen on the field and five on furlo this year. Theat brings to mind again whet we 
prayed for years ago: that we might have at least twenty five by 1950. Together with 
those who have been here on the field we have reached the number of twenty eight. We 
wish thet that whole group were here and that all stetions and more yet could bé 
worked full up. 

Individuel reports will be given by the various Station directors so I shall not 
gO into detailed matters. In referring to the individual sections of the Field I wish 
to refer to them perhaps in order of their age as far es our working them is concer- 
ned. 

El Cocuy which is the oldest in thet/sense of eur present work was worked by the 
Olsons the first five and one half months end by the Quanruds since. A Tenth Anniver- 
sery celebration was planned for at our Conference to be held in August as that marke 
the tenth year since Pastor and Mrs. Andrew J. Lerson opened the work in that region. ° 
This Festival was cancelled bacause of the difficult situétion existing in Boyacd. & 
series of speial meetings, however, were held in Cocuy end Carizal a little later than 
the date plenned for the Anniversary, et which Mr. Herman Mueller brought forth stirrirg 
messages. I enjoyed the opportunity to be present at some of those meetings to bring 
messages also. It gave me joy to see the christians with whom we hed worked in past 
years pressing on with the Lord. A wedding (the civil ceremony followed by the evan- 
gelical) was celebrated in tfie early part of the year when one of our native workers 
was married. 

Parpa and Mausa, or the Socotd field as it is often celled, comes next in age of 
our occupation. It is however, the oldest evangelical center in Boyacd as it was worked 
in part by the Presbyterisns before they esked us to take it over. At our January Con- 
ference plens were made for the Thoresons to establish here upon their return fron 
furlo, but as Thoreson felt led of the Lord to azcept a call in the homeland other 
solutions had to be found for this field. The Conference elso planned for Miss Helen 
Denielson to serve in Parpa until the Thoresen's return end then to go to Tunja to vork 
with the Maldes. These plens elso had to be reconsidered. Miss Danielson ddd go to 
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directress of the Clinic in Bogotd when the Presbyterians decided to close it. These 
young ladies also did a splendid work in those mountainous parts, both in the evangel- 
istic phase as also in the First Aid Nursing program directed by Miss Heerde. We have 
been thrilled by the reports they have given. 

In August Mr. & Mrs. Pausanias Wilches , students of our Bible Institute, entered 
into our employment end were able to go to Perpa to help. By their arrival thus we 
found it possible for Miss Danielson to be realeased from there to tske up the parish 
wotk plaaned’ for her at Tunja. From thet time on Miss Heerde wes in charge of Parpa with 
the assistence of the Wilches, who carried on the good work Danielson ani Heerde hed 
been doing. - : 

Pastor Morck visited Parpa a few times during the first part of the year. He made 
arrangements for and purchased the house and lots there which our workers have had for 
residence. 

Next in line comes Cassnare. This field is next to Parpa in heving had the gospel 
seeing the Presbyteriens worked there also end turned this over to us at the same time 
as Parpa. We (the Qstrems) heve continued the work here and can inform that the yeer of 
1949 was off to a good start. Services were cerried on regularly in Le Aguada on 
Sundeys, Midweek Bible study and prayer meeting, YP meetings on Tuesday evenings, Ladies 
meetings every other Thursdisy, with good attendance at all these meetings. Even a " 
"choir" was formed which sang frequently st several services. 

We were happy to be able to do a good amount of itineratife when Mr. Oliver Mora 
a student of the Bible Instdétute was with us the first three morths of they year. This 
was continued to the extent possible aftor the srrivel of two graduates of our Bible 
Institute, Mr. & Mrs. Gerardo Wilches, who came in March end heve been with us since. 
Theseyoung people have been # real inspiration to the peeple in the Plains as well as 
to us also. God bless them. 

We then go to Tunja where we find the Meldes stetioned end heaving been hard at it. 
They were able to arrange the front part of the house for 8 chapel which wes dedicated 
in J,ne by Pastor Olson the Superintendent of the Mission. We have been encouraged by 
their reports of the progress in the work at this Stetion. Tunja is en educational 
center having seyveral lerge schools of the Department and Mr. Melde haé hed many good 
opportunities to contact students from some of these institutions. I had a few opportun- 
ities to visit Tunja and it gave me joy to see Mr. Malde making his contacts and at 
times he gould be seen standing on the street talking to people about their great 
spiritual needs... On those visits I also had the privilege to shsre the Word of God 
with our dear people in that station. 

We were indded happy te oft? Chiscas finally have a resident missionary, © thing 
which Pastor Larson pleaded so often and which thet tewn also hes wanted. The Mendenhals 
esteblished there in the last part of April. They have reported good menifestations on 
the pert of the people for the gospel whereof we sre glad. 

I enjoyed immensely my visit there in August. I made several visits there in past 
years when we were in charke of the Cocuy station which Larson also did, but it was 
different goinz there now when we had s work definitely astablished. The house which the 
Mission bought was under remodelling and promised well as ® cehber for our work there. 
Mendenhall ahso served Santena and together with him I was pritileged to visit there 
also in August. There too I experienced great joy to meet the christians with whom we 
had had such blessed fellowship in the past. 

Bogoté is the latest Station to be established in our Mission. As the Bible Inst itu- 
te is temporarily located here the ststion work end that of the Institute hed been 
closely inter-linked. Pastor Morck ss director of the Institute also opened services for 
the public on Sundays and mid-week. Upon the errival of Pastor and Mrs. Johan Bergh 
in June they took over the Station work and have lebored on since. A place like Bogotd 
@lso calls for much prayer on the part of 611 of us. As here are several other Missions 
esteblissad of longer or shorter durat fonve find thet it is not easy to begin & new work, 
but we are convinced that here is a place for our Mission and want to press on in 
Jesus name. Beside the work smong the Colombians we find that here is plece for work 


among foreigners of whom here are many Lutherans, especially among the Germens. 
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Our Bible Institute had a blessed year and was carried on under the leadership of 
Pastor Morek until July and by Pastor Walle since. They were assisted by the Misses 
Belva Nerlien and Joyce Bergh as full time teachers and Mrs. Walla as part-time teach- 
er. We are happy to look back upon a fruitful year carried on by these co-laborers. 
We had the joy of visiting the Institute several times and enjoyed the fellowship of 
both the Faculty and the student body. The Institute is a very important part of our 
Mission work. We look forward to several of the young men from it to enter our 
Seminery which we hope to establish in 1950. 


The Work this year has met with definite opposition in drastic ways. The first 
appearance of it was in La Aguada. Then later in the Socotd regions, and then on 
in the Cocuy, Chiscas and Tunja fields. Some of us were taken into custody by the 
police, and others suffered attacks on our houses and property by the same authorities. 
We lament immensely these rejections of the gospel by such and many other persons. It 
is hard to see one's sincere efforts déspised and rejected thus. Duitama has been 
dormant. The situation throughout the land has been the cause of this affliction and 
persecution. 

This makes it appear to be almost a hopeless case, but though the difficulties 
are so tremendously great yet our Lord is greater. Thpugh it appears to be hopeless 
yet we do not want to consider the Lord's power as veing smaller than the situation. 
We do not want to limit and hinder Him by our unbelief as to His ability to do that 
which to us may appear absolutely impossibiaiat present. HE is the MASTER and we 
trust and want to believe that in His time He can do now like He did in olden days, 
do away with the opposit fon so that His Cause could go forward. We look to Him for 
that! 

We thank G,d for whatever He has been able to do through us and pray for His 
forgiveness for Pall in which we have offended Him and sinned against Him, and that 
He will over-rule ail our failures. 

We are grateful to our Board in the Homeland for all the advice and counsdl 
wh¢¢h we have received and for the prayers brought to the Throne of God both by them 
and by all the other christians. We are thankful to each one who has in one way or 
another holped with the furtherance of the work out here. 

I am thankful to all the missionaries ani to ali the members of the Executive 
Committee and all the other committees for all cooperation and every effort put 
forth for the progress of the Lord's cause. May God bless each ons rivhly in the 
New Year whereever we may be. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Gerhard Ostrem 


CELMOSA ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Bogota, Cundinamarca 
Colombia, S. A. 
January 6-17, 1950 


I. All sessions were opened with devotions. 


A. Morning prayer sessions: Afternoon devotions: 
l. Gerhard Ostren l. Anita Bergh 
2. Theos Mendenhall 2e Selina Halde ; 
3. Phoebe Quanrud 3. Olger Quanrud 
4. Selma Malde 4, Helene Ostren 
5e Olger Quanrud 5 Deloris Mendenhall 
6. Alice Walla 6 Helen Danielson 
7. Elizabeth Heerde Te Roy Malde 
8. Valborg Torkelson 8. Joyce Bergh 


B. Morning study hour: theme, "Have Faith in God", Mark 11:22 


1. Introduction: What is Faith? - - - - Roy Malde 


2. The Faith that Saves - ------- Elizabeth Heerde 
3. Faith, the Word and Prayer - - - - - Joseph Walla 

4. Faith in Service ~------+-- - - - Helen Daniclson 
5. Faith and Praise -------+--- Belva Nerlien 

6e Faith and Patience ---+-+--+---- Johan Bergh 

7. Victorious Faith ---------- Valborg Torkelson 
8. Faith Till Jesus Comes - - - - - - - Theo. Mendenhall 


C. Thursday evening the Sth - Song and prayer fellowship - Joseph Walla 
D. Sunday the 8th, 7:30 p.m. - Conference service with Communion - 
~ Johan Bergh in charge, Gerhard Ostrem, sermon. 
Ee Firet Saturday peme and following Thursday p.eme - Outings ~ 
Anita Bergh and Valborg Torkelson. 
Iv. Reports 
A. Report by Superintendent. 
B. Reports by station heads and Institute Directore | 
Ge Ruports from committces on cducation, literature, liturgy and women's work. 
D. Secretary's report read and approved. 
E. Treasurer's report read and approved. 
F. Reports by euditing committcos heard and approved. 
III. Evangelism 
A. Voted to continue the work of the Bogotd station. 
Be Voted that we work the Tunja station to the oxtemt that we can. 
\ C. Motion mado that wo continue to work the Parpa station if there are two 


volunteers to carry it on, said work to be subject to conditions laid down 
by the Conference. Motion not carried. 
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, Voted that two of the volunteer single missionaries be sent to Parpa to 





offer their services if the believers there want thom to stay after being 
paaveteis informed of the possible danger to that region and its people 
through such a program; thet they stay on as long as deemed advisable by the 
congregation and/or thenselves and/or the Mission; and that they be subject 


to such further conditions as may be laid down by the Conference. 


Voted that weekly communication at mission expense be maintained between the 
workers sent to Parpa and Bogotd, and that a limited program be carried on 
there (Parpa) so as to avoid unnecessary agitation. 


Voted that Proceso Mora be offered work in the Plains under a conditional 
contract. 


Voted (unanimously) that Johan Bergh be placed in Bogoté as station head. 


Voted (unanimouely) that Elizabeth Heerde and Valborg Torkelson (of those 
who volunteered to go) be the two workers of the Parpa station. 


Voted (unanimously) that Helen Danielson be placed in the Tunja station. 


Voted (unanimously) that Quanrud be placed in Bogoté to collaborate with the 
Bogota station head, and serve as head of the Tunja station. 


Voted (unanimously) that Mendenhall serve as head of the Socoté station. 


Voted that a national lady worker be hired to accompany Helen Danielson in 
the Tunja station. 


Voted that Ostrem keep up the contacts and do the work in the Plains that 
seems advisable, and that the Ostrems' furlough and further work on the 
Plains be considered at a special Conference. 


Voted that we recommend that the Morcks and Olsons begin work on extension of 
their re-entrance permits, and that none of the missionaries now on furlough 
make plans to return until advised otherwise from the field. 


Voted that the following recommendations presented by the committce on 
women's work in Colombia be adopted by the Conference: 


1. That we educate our women in stewardship. 

2. That bazaars and similar projects for the raising of money be discouraged 
in our societics. 

3. That where sewing at the meetings is practiced, it be continued, but not 
with the intention of sponsoring sales. 

4. Thet free-will offerings be lifted at the meetings. 

5. That lunches be served at the meetings but that they be simple. 

6. That we try to educate our people to world-wide giving and not just 
confine their giving to Colombia. 


Voted that Walla serve as chairman of the Liturgy Committee, 


Voted that we as a Conference express approval of the original list of 
recommendations as prepared by the Comity Comiittoc, and that we withhold 
approval of the additional recommendations pending further discussion and 
possible modification of same. 
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Y Re Voted that Ostrem be delegated to go to Medellin for the EeMe0.C. Confcrenco 


and the National Congress of Evang. Churches, especially in the interest of 
the work in tho Plains; his expenses to be paid by the Mission. 


IV. Education 
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Voted that a seminary be established as soon as possible this yeare 


Voted to have a limited Institute for the year of 1950, offering the end, 
3rd and 4th years to a select group of undergraduates chosen by the faculty, 
holding open the possibility of additional courses for our national teachers 
as decided by the Conference. 





Voted that if our national teachers do not teach we offer them additional 
studies in the Institute this year, said studies to be arranged by the 
faculty. 

Voted to approve the recommendation made by the Executive Committee that 
the salaries of our country teachers in the interior be raised $25 (pesos) 
per month, they then to make their own arrangements for board and room. 


Voted that Josoph Walla, Joyce Borgh and Belva Nerlion constitute tho 
Institute faculty, Walla to be the Institute Director. 


Voted that Roy Malde be president of the Seminarys 

Voted that another teacher in addition to Malde be placed in the Sominarys 
Voted that Mendenhall be placed in the Seminary as the additional teacher. 
Voted that the monthly aid to the seminary students be $40 (pesos) per single 
person, $80 (pesos) per married person, and $15 (pesos) per child, plus 
furnished housing, light and water; these figures to be subject to change 

by the Executive Committee if found necessary. 

Voted that Walla serve as Director of Education. 


Voted that Johan Bergh replace Walla as member of the Education Committee. 


Voted that the matter of granting scholarships to Institute students this 
year be left to the discretion of the faculty. 


Literature 


Ae 


Voted that the following recommendations of the Literature Committee be 
adopted : 


1. That we continue translation work and preparation of manuscripts but that 
actual publication be postponed in light of present conditions. 

2. inet the publication of the "Voz" be suspended for this year unless con- 
Jivtions open up so that distribution among our pcople again becomes 
possible. 

3. That we secure 50 gift subscriptions to "El Testigo" for tho believers on 
our ficld, primarily in Bogotd and Tunjea but also for discroct distribution 
clsewhcre; that these be paid for from available gift moneye 

4. Thet missionaries bo encouraged to do hymn translation and submit their 
work to the Litcrature Committce. 
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5. In accordance with the Exocutive Conmittec's decision of October that 
Gustavo Rodrfguez spend part of his vacetion doing translation work, that 
ho now work on "Ton Studios in Personal Evangeliom". 

6. That a new member for the Literaturo Committoo be elected by the Confcrences 


Voted that Morck replace Mrs. Thoresen as membor of the Litcraturo Comnittce. 


Voted that Quanrud scrve as mombor of the Literature Committee until Morck 
returns from his furlough. 


Voted that Morck serve as chaimman of the Literature Committce and that 
Belva Nerlion serve in that capacity until he returns from furlough. 


VI. Agriculture 
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VII. Medical 


Ae 


Be 


Ce 


VIII. 


A 


Voted (unanimously) that Elizabeth Heerde serve as Modical Director. 


Voted that Valborg Torkelson, Alice Walla and Johan Borgh constitute the 
Medical Committee. 


Voted that Valborg Torkclson and Elizabeth Hoerde, if they are unable to 
carry on their work in Parpa, be given the opportunity to make a survey trip 
to study the modical "set-ups" of other missions in Colombia. 


Finance and Property 


Voted that the Conferenco go on record as approving the banking plan out- 
lined in correspondence betwoen Dr. Syrdal and Pastor Malde, and that first 
quarter salarics and as much of tho current oxpenses as deomed advisable be 
drawn from. the surplus on hand in the mission treasurye 


Voted that Quanrud, Malde, Bergh and Mendenhall constitute a committec to 
secure the necessary housing and furniture for those now boing placed in 
Bogota. 


Voted that the Conference desires to go on record as recommonding to the 
Board the consideration of re-ombursement for such things as are lost by 
missionaries due to the need of abandoning their ctations. 


Voted that the piano be brought from Tunja to Bogota and placed in the 
Institute. . 


Voted thet the Mission refund to Johan Bergh fer the following furniture 
purchased: 2 living-room chairs and davenport - $115 (posos), 1 buffet - 
$100 (pesos), and the balance on a chest of drawers - $15 (pesos); thet we 
recommend refund to him fort: 1 swivel study chair - $75 (posos), 1 baby bed 
~ 980 (pesos), and possibly a codar chest - $60 (pesos) which was purchased 
in place of another chest of drawers. 


Votod that the Mission refund to Helen Danielson for: 1 chest of drawers, 

1 desk and 1 wardrobe ~ $290 (pesos); to Belva Nerlicn for: 1 wardrobe - 

$145 (pesos); to Walle for: 1 chest of drawers and 1 »dookcase - $205 (pesos); 
the total value of these items being $640 (pesos). 
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Voted that we recommend that the Mission purchase a transformer or voltage 
regulator for the missionary homes where found necessarye 


Voted that the findings of the committee on housing and furnituro be accepted 
and that the dining-room set and study tables found necessary be purchasede 


Voted that proposed building plans for the field be tabled for the present. 


Voted that we recomend the sale of the two houses in Duitama, but that 
temporarily at least, we retain possession of the vacant lot. 


Voted to approve the Executive Committce's recommendation that deficits in 
the salary, tclegraph & telephone, language school and teacher funds be paid 
out of the cmergency fund. 

Voted to approve the budgets presented for the year 1950. 


Voted that Johan Bergh and Olger Quanrud bo authorized to take care of the 
sale of the two houses in Duitana. 





iscellancous 


Voted that a permanont record book be secured for the secretary's minutes. 


Voted that Walla be given a vote in the Conference even though he has not 
spent a full calendar year on the ficld. 


Voted that the closing datc of the Conference be postponed in order to 
complote the business on hand. 


Voted that Ostrom and Walla be dolegated to speak to Muller and bring back 
to the Conference more information about his casce 


Voted that we recommend that Hermann Euller bo encouraged to develop an 
independent German work in Bogota, and that further decision or action be 
postponed until a special conferencc. 


Voted that during the intervening period we give diligent considcration to 
the progress of and prospects for the work, as advised by the Board, and to 
the possibility, advisability and necessity of subsidizing it after Lutheran 
Jorld Fedcration support is withdrawn in whole or in part. 


Voted that the seminary faculty be delegated to confer with the Board as %o 
the possibility of providing some theological studics for Muller here in 
Colombia. 


Voted that we acknowledge the report on the Missionary Aviation Fellowship, 
but due to present conditions action on the matter be delayed until a later 
datce 


Nominated for the office of superintondent: Olson, Ostrom and Quanrud. 
(Numerous ballots taken without resulting in required 2/3 majority voto) 
Action rescinded. See J 


Voted that action taken on the election thus far be rescinded and that a slate 


of cancidctes for all the offices be drawn up. 
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The following officers were clocted: 


1. Superintendent - - - Roy Malde 
2- Vice-superintendent - Jos. Walla 


3. Secrotary ---- - - Johan Bergh 
4. Treasurer - - - - - - Theo. Mendenhall 
Voted that Quanrud serve on the Executive Committee for a 3 year tern. 


Voted that Ostrem serve on the Executive Committee for al year tern. 


Motion made to elect somcone to complete Ostrom's year of office on the 
Executive Committee if he gocs on furlough.e Motion lost. 


Voted that Gusnnud and Walla audit the treasurer's books. 

Voted that Mendenhall and Johan Bergh audit the Institute accounts. 

Voted that the Jcep be placed in the Bogoté station. 

Greetings and suggestions from Morck and Olson road. Secretary instructcd 
to acknowledge them and sond grcotings to the Board and our missionarics 


on furlough. 


Voted that the Conference be adjourned. 


COLEGIO AMERICANO PARA SENORITAS 


OIRECCION TELEGRAFICA: "ESPERANCITA" 
APARTADO NACIONAL No. 200 
APARTADO AEREO NO.tS8 


a 


BARRANQUILLA, COLOMBIA 
Jan. 13, 1950 


Miss Eiizabeth Heerde, 
efoRev. J. Walla, 
Apartado 2525, 

Bogota — 


Dear Miss Heerde: 


4t a recent meeting of our executive committee, 
we heard some reports of the situation in different parts of 
the country and in different mission groups. We understand that 
auite a group of your workers nave had to go to Bogotd recently, 
and it occurred to us here in the Colegio Americano para Srtas. 
that there might be a possibility of someone ccming to heip us 
here on a temporary basis. 


Ruth Davis R.N. who did live with us in the scnooi 
goup has had to ieave in order © give her full time to nurses! 
training and our new clinic which we hove wiil be opening before 
iong. She.was teaching four hours a week ,two of elements of 
nursing and two of child care to the girls’ in fourth and fifth 
years secondary (tenth and eleventh grade). We expect. to nave 
neariy fifty boarding pupils living in the buiiding, as weil as 
severai teachers and someone with nursing experience is a very 
valuabie member of the staff. 


Would you or anyone with some nursing exnerience 
be at aii interested in coming here for a few months or a year? 
Ye would be glad to pay travei down nere, board and room, anda if 
you wouid not be continuing on regular saiary, we couid pay some-— 
thing, say fifty pesos a month beyond boerd and room, or whatever 
arrangement would seem adecuate. “Mr. Lazear said you were having 
your general conference early tnis montn, so of course we realize 
other plans made by this time. 


If there is anyone who would like to teach Engiis 
and Bible, even if she has no nursing experience, we shouid also 
be interested, as one of our regular workers is due to leave on 
furlough April i. Fe expect to open school Feb. 6, so tnat we 
shali be interested in y.ur reaction as soon as ‘ossibie. 


Gloria Caavedra and Evalina Caldwell are here 
now, and send you greetings. 


Sincereiy yours, 


Mpa IM ed nae 


Viriam P. Dickason 


La Misiin Svangélica Luterana en Colombia 
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Apertade A@reo 4980 
Rogot&, Colombia, S.A. 
Feb. 6, 1950 

Dr. R. As Syrdal 

425 South Fourth Street 

Minneavolis, 15, 

Minnesota 

Uv. $. A. 


Dear Dr. Syrdal: 


TI am herewith enclosing a chert shewing the proposed budget for our Missicn 
here in Cclombis for the year 1950. There may be need for scme explanaticn at least on seme 
of the items listed in the chart, I shell begin by taking the itemes or stations in order 
beginning at the mmm top and geing down. 


Socoté ; 

1. Teacher: In spite cf the uncertain conditions existing in thie region we hope to 
hve schocl at least as long 2&6 we can. Instead of making a year ccn- 
tract with the teachers as before we plan tc hire them so to speagk by 
the day on the bvsis of our reguler sslary scale so that they will be 
vaid fer ss long 2s they teach without any further obligation to them 
on cur pert. We plan tc use this system fer all ovr teachers this vear. 


2. Travels The reden for the large ambunt budgeted here for this ststion is ex- 
plained by cchference action with regerd to werk and ccnditicns fer work 
in this stzticn. We thceught it best tc have somecne preferrably 4 
Ccolcmbiag, bring news from the staticn cnce a week, either to Tunja or tc 
Eegeté, sc thet we enn be infcrmed of existing conditions at all times; 
this «ccounts for the big share of this budget. 


3. The other items under this st-ticn I bhink are sufficiently cleer withcut further 
explanaticn. 


1. Pvangelist: According to cenference decisicn Helen Denielscn is te be stationed in 
Tunja weth - Neticnal gir] te stev with her end help herd in the vork. 
This budget therefore is fer this purpese. 


2. Travels This budget is reised some this year befause Fastor Quanrud is really 
the st»ticn head of the Tunja steticn and will plen to travel cut 
there quite cften. 


Lv Apuadas 
1. Rent & Urkeen; This amcunt is sc lerge teceuse the Cstrems nlen tc find a house 
here in Eogoté to live in at least temporarily. The way dcnditicns 
“re dcwn there new it is impessible fer him to live there with his 
family. Se if he cen mikde eceme trips dewnthere he has tc leave hi 
family here inkcgotd and thet mkes it necessary for them te heve 
a house er apartment cf ecome Kind te live in here. They budgeted 
for abcut 7 months for house rent here, having in mind their vossib! 
furlcugh in July cr August. ( Being this is writtenleter I ern add 
thet the Qstrems have secured «n apartment fcr € monghs at 275 nescs 
a menth.) 
eee gh 
2. Evangelist: Due te the fact thet it is eso difficult fer a Missionary te work 
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La Aguade. (cont'd) 8 


SAIGON tant ADS 


we are allowi-g for Natinnal workers down in the Plains, st least one full time 


and rerhaps two others part time. This will depend somewhat also on vrethere or not we get 
two of the men working in the Pains now in to study in the Seminary this vear. 


3. Freight; The budget for this item was 4CC.00 but there was a deficit of 116.70 so 


we raised the budget to include this acunt to cover the deficit. A good 
share of this is intended fer moving some cof Ostrems' things out cf 

La Aguada if necessary cr if conditions permit more work end even living 
down there they will need this amount tc get food down there, etc. 


Bogoté; 1.Rent and Upkeep; This fund includes budget for rent for two hoses, one for Bergh 


(at present the rent on this house is 30C peeos per mcnth, but 

now it seems they may get another house more suitable for their 
work at 420 pesos per month), end one for the Quanruds whe «re to 
help Bergh in the work in EBogot&. (The Quanruds now have secured 
a house at 350 pesos a monthf this house is alse unfurnished but 
it is 8 new modern house.). 


2. Evangelist: In case things work ouf that way they vlan te have a parish vorker 


( a Netional) to help in the work Bogotdé also. 


@ 3. Telephonet This budget as in the Budgets of the Institute and Seminary incl- 


Institutes 
2. 
ee 


3. 


Seminary:1. 


f 


udes purt of telephone rental. We figure for the station pastor 
in Sogotd the Missicn pays half cf the monthly rental or bill 
and for Institute and Seminary one third, we pay the rest cut or 
our owns pockets. 


Rent: On same basis es last year, 
Furhhture replacemente;: for breaknge by the students, etc. 
Other items self-explanatory. 


Rent; This large amount includes rent for three hcuses* one for the Maldes at 
30C pesos per month or 36CC pesos a year¢ one for the Mendenhalls 
(furnished) at 35C pesos per mc. or 420C vesos per me vearf and ene for 
the students ( we plan on at least three of them: one single and two 
merried) at 2CC pesos per mo. or 280C pesos for the veer allowing @ small 
margin fer extras in connection 4 with rent cr upkeep. 


Literature® This budget is maily for obtaining some mterial as bocks, etc. for 
the use in the Sem. and such as Library,etc. 


Miscellaneous; This allows for extra suppert for the students in case their 
basic allowence does not reach. 


Various or student support: According to ccnference decision single students are 
to get 4C pesos per mo. tcwards their board and clothes besides 
the Missicn supplying them with house, paying the light and water 
snd furnishing seme furniture, dishes, etc. fer them. The 
married couvles are to get 4C pesos each ané, that is, 40 pesos 
per person, per edult and 15 pesos is *l owed for each child. 

This wil] mean 9 total cf ©5 vesos for each of the married student 
Besides this, one of them according tc his contract of Jast vear 


for werkin in Parpa is raid his salary cn thet basis until the 
rt) 
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first of August at which time he too will receive the regular alleweance for students. 


5. Furniture and replacements: This sma]] amount is fcr the vurnose of buying 


Special Budgets: 
1. Jeep; 


Cverhauls 


Licenses: 


2. Medical: 


3.¥mergency: 


Travels 


seme small study t«bles and chairs for the students if 
fcund necessary, that is, if not sufficient can be found 
among those already on hand for the Institute, etc., if 
there cannot net be feund any extras any piace. 


This wil’ be the first work of this kind done on the Jeev. It 
is badly in need of it now. 

Licenve plates are very expensive here in Bogotd. 

Youwil? notise by the Financial statement for the Mission that 
there is a deficit of nearly 3CCC pesos in this funds thereforég 

we are including su“ficient in the budget to cover this de- 

ficiency and alsc to allow a little more for medical expenses 

for the coming year; we find that even just physical checkups 
really count up, sey ncthing abeut operaticns. Another thing 

we would like te know is, how mich is really allowed the Mission 
towards cperaticns such as the Quanruds had this last year. 

We would appreciate if yeu cculd give us some infcrmtion on 
that. 


A&A gocd share of the amount on hand in this fund is for gifts, 
therefore we need to budget more for this fund. In these days 
there are sc many unforeseen things thet come up sc it is well 
te be prepared if possible. 


This includes funcs cutside the regulsr station trevel 
budgets, including most o7 the moving expenses for those who 
have to move,etc. . 


Vacationand Furzough;: 


A big share of this for vaceticns and vart of it is for 
Ostrems! furlongh travellte Miami, Plane fares have gene up 
tremendously tec. 


Supt. travel outside of District; 


Setf-explanatery , I think. 


Literarure, Translation and Printing: 


According to conference decisicn the Publication cf the Voz 
will be discontimied or suspended, depending upon appreval 
of the Home Beard, for the rresent eat least due to the ex- 
isting conditicns threughout the field and throughtout the 
country. But we budgeted scme so thet we can ecntinue to get 
some transietion done and 81M get menuscrivts inshepe for 
publicationf;and if things open up later on to resume wub- 
lication ér printing of the "Voz", 


8. Furniture: On hand but scld to the Missions 


According te the list from the Home Cffice of Basic furni- 
ture al’owed missionaries, several of the missicnaries decided 
te sel] furniture which they had already bought to the “i ssior 
to become “issicn property. “yf 


Me 
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La Misién Svangélica Luterana en Colombia 
he Colombia Evangelical Euteran Mission of South America 


DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA *“‘CELMOSA” 
9. Forniture; New to be bought now; We need a dining room set being we are moving 

into Bogoté and the one we had before stays in the Tunja station. 
Quanruds need some kind of a living room set as they have nothing 

for this purpose. I think according the de€¢sion of the conference 
from 150 to 170 pesos was to be allowed for our dining rocm set; I 
have only 150 pesos on the budgeb. (We have bought the set now and 

it cost 165 pesos. 


I trust that the total figuges are clear without wa any further explamation. Because of 
the unsettled conditions economically tochow in this country we deem it best to suggest 
that you figure the amount at the rate of exchange of 1.95, the official rate at the banks. 
The bolsa is still considerably higher but the government is working on cutting out the 
bolsa entirely and putting all the exchange at the rate of 1.95, so it is better to be 
prepared for such a move. 


However we will be pavfng out salaries and as much of the budgets as possible or advisable 
this first quarter out of surplus funds on hand. ( The gifts listed on the statemente 
for the first quarter of this year also will be pagd out of the surplus funds). 


We 
Here's hoping that the Budget chart and the explanations reach you 0.K. this time. 


Mendehhell says that he has sent in the cards for the opening of the account in the bank 
in Chicago. I might mention that we have our Mission account down here in the name of 
the "Corporacién Evangelica Andina", but this should not make any difference as far as 
the account for the Mission in the States is concerned. 


Sincerely, 


Loy Kee 
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La Mision Gvangélica Luterana en Colombia 
dhe Golombia Evangelical Luteran Mission of South America 





DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA “CELMOSA" (1 March | or a, 195 o) 
Dr. R. A. Sy@del 
425 South Fourth Street 
Minneapolis,15, 
Minnesota 
U. S. A. 


Dear Tr. Syrdeals: 

I trust that you have received the report cf the Exec. Com. Metting by thie 
time vith the enclosed exnlanaticn. Perhaps you have alse by this time received the 
letter from Ted explaining the work here in Rogot4 end scmething more with regerd tc the 
situsticnhere in Colombia now. 


Keeping these things in mind therefore you will be semevhet prepared for what is coming 
now. Some cf us have been thinking along this line fcr seme time, even before you made 
the trip doen here but much mere since then in the light of developments. Coenditicns 
have been growing steadily se much worse thet we all felt that we should o°11 a Special 
Conference and take seme definite action one way or the cther st this time. Fepecially 
in the light ef the fact that the Board ia scon meeting too we wanted te have scmething 
definite if sossible te present te them «t this time. ‘So the reeult wee a meeting held 
vesterdsy of the whele Cefiference with the excection cf Cstrem ef whem cr of whose 
whereabouts we knew nething te dete. 


After ecme discussicn it wae veted thet two femilies shculd return tc the States as ner 
motion. ‘ith the Celembian hely we heve and the Sefioriteas whe cen handle the Ledies! 

work an?’ the §.8, werk it was decided thst two men, that is, missicnsries, besides the man 
in the Institute could easily handle the wcrk we have et present and even more in case cf 
some exrensicn here in Beeots. I might menticn at this peint that conditions fer work even 
here in Eogotd& sre tightening ur ccnsiderebly eepecially since 6 1 this oublicity about us 
Fwengeliccle. There surely seems ta be ne indicstion of eny gmick or radical change cr any 
ether ‘sind of chenge fer the better. One can gense thet ¢ven by telking tc the Cclembions 
now. Things seem to te just tee vell in hand by the grovw in power at the preseht time. Th 
Holy Yerr has not helned te lessen the pressure agéinst us either eccordcing te latest 
intermeticn. Se in vier ef 211 these things and more which I cannot mention here ve felt 
there was ne slternstive but te take this ectien te heave seme return to the States at this 
time. : ; 


secording te ©. you will netice that we and Herghs were chceen te return te the Stotes end 
thet consequently Ted would become St: tion Hexd in Hegotd, and Cleer Secty ef the Mission 

tc teke Jack's plece. “ith regerd tc us 1] might menticn that cut of a neesible & votes 
which could be cast at the Cc nference 7 votes c st their votes and we received «11 7 votes 
in faver of our geting heme et this time. And perhers cne deciding factor in veting fer 
Jeck gpeing home was thet he dces net have his cédule end in the light of whet has hepnened 
it is very, very deubtiv if he will receive it, elthe:gh the authorities will not et this ti 
tell him @rcr, 


Even tefcre voting cn certain peovle opvertunity vas given for «1] the men te express thei: 
epinicne and @esires. Se thet as fir vs Jack and I ere cencerned the decisicn fcr us te 
return te the States «se and ie comletely with cur ecnsent end our sprrevel. 


We would like tc get heme in June or the firet pert ef July if persitle. Cne reason, fer 
curselves,perecnaliv, is thet we would like toe heve = little time te visit our felks snd th: 
get Ceorcelvn in scheo] this fell. She hes missed cre vecr of schcel already. 


“Re 
t 
3 
4 


opdnt £ 
ome 


4ncther thing thet comes to mind at thie time is this, thet when Lerghs oné ve leove there 

Own the 58¢ resos Jess rer month ef heuse rent te vay. The auesticn cemes up agnin cf trying 
te rent - lerge heuse mere centrslly leested for services here in Beeeté. When ve lexve 
thie cenld be dene. Ffg/ Tad would be strtien he-@ here then enc they could let their 


4 


present house gc, ¢n which they ave ceving 55C pescs menthiv; thie 5390 eculé be cndd teurrds 
the rent of © lerge end b=tter eitusted hense and rerk ps 15C or PCC rere, thus there wenld sti 
be » serving cn heuse rent cf sround ECC peses. per renth one ct the e:mb time services could 
be hel@ mich rere prefitebly here iv Feecté, Ae st ie, the situ-ticn is ecing from ted te 
werse having rervices in the Institute. dust in the nest fer weeke menv neeple hove ecme in 
frem “sta, Ceenv, ete., they have come te services in the Inst. cnce er teiee and then heve 
droped ont, we heve found cnt Tater, te stiend the Terge “resbyterien church here in tewn,. 
Any mimber ef cur peonle sre ettending tht church here new. It is bed encugh or hare enceugh 
te try te resch new ones new , but when ve see cur cwn d¢f/ people leeving us like thet it 
rerlly hurts, Se I think it weuld be « fine ides if Ted could get & large hevse more centrally 
loexted and suitable fer chapel. We heve rossens te believe th t we could remedy the 


situstion somewhat ot leest. 





erheps I sheuld elec renticn that the Seminory is ecreletely cut fer this vesr, the students 
Trem the Plaine he net ecme up and nc werd from them, There is #& real wer gcing on dcwn ther- 
now, Desides we cre wutting Fanuserics te werk. ve kepe te give up the hcuse in which he is 
iiving new, cn which we are n-ving OCC pescs mcenthivy and will try te secure one out in the 


trrrios semeplece which will ecst censiderably less. 


“ay IT sugrest tee thet if the Herd sc sees fit pevhape they would just seen aprly the 5CC 
a¢ilers gift we received from Mt. Yernen on cur treet heme, 2° theugh su mese it wenlé ccne 
cout the erme 4f ven sertiet it te the ceners? Colerbien Pudert end osed cther funds te tee 


eo” ef onr trevel, 


Fev %, aide 


/BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL « execurive SECRETARY 


s 425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


March 6, 1950 


Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado Aereo 49-80 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 


Dear Rev, Malde: 


I have received two letters from you dated March lst and one dated March 2nd. 
The letters have caused me a great deal of sorrow and it is with a heavy heart 
that I am writing to you. I am writing to you however with hope. My hove is 
that some solution may be found so that the work can continue, this solution 
to be made jointly by the Board and by the Mission. 


Matters as serious as vresented in your letters cannot be handled by me per- 
sonally but can be handled only at a regular meeting of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, The next meeting will be held in the middle of May. I am however 
hoping to call a few of the Board members together that I may consult with 
them, hesitating to take any steos myself because of my lack of authority 

in these matters. 


There is one thing that stands out before me very clearly, and that is the 
mission need and mission resnonsibility for Colombia. The Mission Board has 
recognized this resnonsibility by acceoting the mission field. The mission- 
aries have also recognized this vy accepting a call to serve on that field. 
This resvonsibility cannot be abrogated by either party sharing the resnon- 
sibility without serious consecuence. I trust therefore that some solution 
may be reached so that the present crisis in our mission in Colombia may be 
overcome and that a solution may be reached for going ahead. 


I hope that the results of any drastic action at the vresent time may be re- 
considered and carefully withdrawn before definite action is taken. I have 
therefore today sent you the following cable: 


"POSTPONE ALL CONSIDERATION CURTAILMENT MISSION PROGRAM 
UNTIL COVERING LETTER ARRIVES," 


If the wrong action is taken at this time it mey very well mean a serious 
blow. to the mission work, from which it will be slow to recover. Meanwhile 

it may mean that many veople that may be won for Christ will not have the on- 
portunity of hearing the Word of salvation. I am therefore reauesting that 
you delay all action on your vart or on the nart of other missionaries either 
in reference to the mission as a whole or Cuties within the mission until this 
matter can be thoroughly investigated and thought through in hoves of finding 
a suitable solution. 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. Or. J. R. Lavik . Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman Or. £. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary Mr, P.M. Onstad Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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In- reference to gi ing up homes already rented in Bogota, I request defin- 
itely that this ejdone at this time. I think that the apvroach to the 
ouestion of curtailment of exoenses on the field would be that the mission- 
aries study the whole matter carefully and then submit a report. This report 
can show the consequences of curtailment with a definite plea that the Board 
assume responsibility for the larger budget than originally suggested in order 
to keep the necessary work going, As I have assured you in previous letters, 
some additional money will be available because items budgeted for Stenberg 
will not be used this year. We also pledge ourselves to go the limit in at- 
tempting to secure full financial aid for all needs on the mission field. 

It is therefore very possible that throughout the year we will be able to 
raise the amount necessary for the full program, Naturally however, the 
Board felt that it could not guarantee the full amdunt and asked for the 
reduction, If this reduction is unreasonable in light of our responsibil- 

ity I can assure you that not only I but the Board as well, will do every- 
thing possible to make alterations of budgets for 1950. 


As to possibilities of service, we have tried in every case to back uo the 
mission conference in its decisions. I believe we have given you suoport 
in every step you have taken along the way. This suvport is of course de- 
pendent upon the gifts that are received from our supporting grouvs. I 
hope therefore that you will not consider it to be a lack of support on the 
vart of your Mission Office or the vart of your Board in case of financial 
difficulties that may suggest a curtailment of vrogram in some directions. 


Again concerning vossibilities of wor. I would like to suggest a possibil- 
ity again that has proven suitable in many countries and has also been tried 
with some success in Medellin, That is a concerted attemmt to make contact 
with the student grouvs at universities and other higher schools in order 

to bring them together for Bible study classes. I believe that it is im 
portant at this time in Colombia for the building of the Kingdom of God to 
hold on as long as God gives us an oven door. I believe that if we use the 
ooportunities that we have in these days there will be a rich blessing. I 
do however think that we will possibly need to be vliable and seek for new 
avproaches and avenues of missionary service. I am sure that you are find- 
ing possibilities even in this day and hope that all of you may find it pos- 
sible to remain in service in the Kingéom of God and that your stay will be 
fruitful for the building of His church. , 


Please consider this an oven letter that may be shared with the other mission- 
aries. I imagine they are already aware of the crisis. 


My sincere greetings to all of you. Let us consider the nossibilities in Col- 
ombia with much vrayer in these days that we might do His will and that His 
Name might be glorified. 


Sincerely vours, 


ite 
¥ 


~BOARD on FOREIGN MISSIONS 


oF THE EVANGELIGAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL- execurive seceeray 


425 SOUTH eS Geea reese MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


March 14, 1950. 


Rev. Roy K, Malde 

Apartado Aereo 4950 

Bogota, Colombia 

South America AIR MATL 


Dear Rev, Maldes 


I wish to thank you for your letter of March 9th, By this time you have re~ 
ceived ny telegram stating that I am planning on coming to Bogota to meet 
with you at the earliest possibility. At present I am hoping to leave here 

on Wednesday morning, March 22nd, arriving in Bogota on the 23rd. I am 
booking return passage from Bogota on March 3lst, arriving back here in 
Minneapolis on the first, This is according to decision by the Emergency 
Committee of the Board that met recently. The money for this trip is being 
taken from our general emergency fund for Foreign Missions and, therefore, 
is not touching any funds allocated for South American Missions. 


Because of my proposed trip I do not think I need at this time to try to 
answer the many questions in your recent letter received, There is one iten, 
however, that I would like to mention, You ask how things might be changed 
so suddenly as far as possibility for more money is concerned right after 

the Board meeting had decided on $15,000.00. We have just received $4,000.00 
as a gift for the running of the Institute in Bogota, For that reason when 

I cabled money out to Mendenhall according to his cabled request,We are basing 
the budget for $19,000.00 instead of $15,000.00. This, of course, is tem 
porarily arranged in this way until we can see other developments, Any 
additional gift of that nature will naturally make it possible for us to ex- 
tend the work and extend our support for that work, As indicated in letters 
already sent we are doing our best to bring up the contributions for South 
American Missions and naturally will allocate to you all that comes in until 
the necessary budgetary expenses are met. 


My trip to Colombia is, of course, dependent on getting a visa. I will, there- 
fore, cable you as soon as definite word has been received from the Colombian 
Consul, I would suggest that if I arrive on the 23rd, that a conference might 
be called for the 25th. It might be good to have one day to check with American 
consular authorities and with other missionaries as to possibilities for the 
future. My purpose would be to think together with you through the many possi~ 
bilities of carrying on the work in the light of present conditions in Colombia. 
Please pray that God may guide us in all things that Eis will may be done and 


that His Spirit may give us fellowship together that shall be of blessing to 
each one of us 


Sincere greetings in Christ, 


i 


Mr. Arthur Louis Assistant Recording Secretary 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman Dr. £. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary Mr. P. M. Onstad Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 


rasimh 
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Medellin, Colombia 
March 24, 1950 


Rev. Roy K. Malde 
Apdo. 25 
Tunja, Boyaca 


Dear Brethren: 
Greetings in the wonderful name of. our Tord Jesus Christ. 


It will no doubt surprise you to learn that I received a coithunication last 
Tuesday from the Ministry of. Correos and Telegrafos regarding the license for 
tarifa reducida for our Aurora magazine. However, this did not come to us 
directly, but through a minor official, or rather, an emplovee in the post 
office here in Medellin. It was an order that came from the Minister himself 
ordering the cancellation of this ] icense, due to the fact, I quote: "due la 
revista no tiene ningdn cardcter pablico ni interés general". 


AS you can all see, of course, this is a very flimsy excuse, and has no basi's in 
the actual truth of the matter since we have been enjoying the privileses of this 
license every since 1945, and the license was conceded to Aurora under the-same 
conditions that it is now Operating. In other words, our magazine has not changed 
general complexion, but of course, this is just another one of those efforts to 
Squeeze us out. 


In fact, we were told by competent versons at the post office that this was nd 
based upon facts and reason, and that it was unnecessary, so that we know that it 
is a matter of discrimination. 


We have decided to place this in the hands of the Executive Committee, and I have 
sent the communication of, this together with the official communiqué fran the Ministe 
to Brother Washburn and Mirs. Lowe. I do not know how much Brother Washburn is going 


_to be able to do with it, since he is leaving next week, but perhaps “rs. Lowe will 


be able to put this in the hands of a lawyer since that was advised us by veople 
in the Administration here in Medellin. So we will see what wil] hamen. 


I krow that you brethren would be zreatly interested in this since, it seems to us, 
to be one of those steps towards the suppression of the evangelical press, or at 


_least,- publications, We feel that it is of great fleed for prayer and although? its 


could have disastrous results for our vublication and ministry, yet we know that all 
things work together for good to themwho love the Lord, who are called according to 
His vurpose, : 


"Il might say that in a very remarkable and singular way, the very day that the magazine 
was affected by this caneellation we started receiving letters of avoreciation and new 
Subdscrivtions which seemed to be a Sign from the Lord that’ He wants the magazine to 
go on and have it's ministry. 


for 5 
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Recently our Field Executive Committee decided to make an offer to the E.M.0.C. 
regarding the creation of the Aurora as a matimal evangelical magazine, We have 
drawn up a complete draft of a plan, and this has passed through Brother Washburn's 
hands, as well as Mrs. Lowe's, with their subsequm@mt approbation, but dw to this 
recent difficulty, we have felt it best to carry on the magazine as a Mission mtil 
we get these difficulties ironed out, Later, if the Lord so leads, we will place 
before you the draft of the plan we had in mind. At any rate, you might be thinking 
of the general idea, and by that time we might have something camstructive,. 


Now, another issue that seems to have real potential value in it. We here in the 
Intetamerican BiblekSeminary have seen the need through these few short years in 

which we have been established of a mre standardized accrediting system among 

our evangelical Bible and Theological Schools in Colombia. To that extant I hw 

just written & letter to all of the Directors of the various institutes asking them 
if they are interested in getting together to see what can be done about standarizatior 
which would in effect facilitate the transfer of credits of the students from one 
institution to another without causing the loss of time or unnecessary duplication. 


There might be amther value in such a meeting, and that would be that we might 
effect a closer cooperation which would eliminate unnecessary duplication, 


Thank you thus for your prayers and interest in the matters that I have mentioned, 
and.may God's bbundant blessing be upon each one of your tmrks, 


in H @ 9 
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@ All sessions wore opened with devotions, 
ao JR. RL oyrdal cave a maditation on the morning of the 27th, 
os. The afternoon devetions were conducted by Theo. Yendenhall and Johan Bergh. 


t 


G, Yhe Couceruncs Cormsunion ervies was held on Varch 30th «ith Jokan bergh in chara 
and Dr. %, Cyrdal bringing tie messSape., 





eagelism 
A, Voted that T. Mendenhall be responsible for evaneelistic work in 3ogotd. 
G. Voted that, if Beminary is not condycted 2. Malde join in the evangelistic work of Boroté., 


°, Yated that the personnel occupied in evangelistic work in Bogota constitute a 
cwiniitbee for cowordinating and planning that work., 


“ve, vy i ree, > 7 + Te + & ’ * 
%. Voted that Valborg Torkelsen and Elizabeth Heerde work in evanvelism in Bogota. 
Seen Yel oA 


LIT Bdueation 
Rib edrek cata nadint sl 


A. Voted that R. Malde be responsible for the Seminary if 1t is found advisable to 
condtict. the seminary, advisability to be determined by tha Executive Committee. 


hy Voted that the Sducation Committee investigate the possivilities for a school fer, 
or the education of the wissionary children and report to Conicreace, 


A> Yoted that Jo alla and J.A. Berih be appointed as a comaittee to investigate the we 
registration of the. "Vou" and that if publication is necessary tc maintain thie 
registration a mimeographed edition be published i? found advisable, 


a 


Y; Exo erty 
a voted that the items "2" and FP" (uncer Finance and Troperty 1a the winetead of the 
PSD" annual confarence) be approved by the eanference and that they be refered to 
the Board, : 


hi. Voted that a furniture committee bea aprointed by the chatrmariowses. The foliowihg sere 
appoInted! Johan ‘lersvh, chairman} Helon Danielson; and Phoebe Quanrud. 


“. Voted that the action taken to approve the items "£ and "F" (se- atove) and refer 
tid to the Board te rescinded, 
» i Rat po 


BD. Voted that the Items in "RB" and "F be considered by the Fumiture Commd ites, 
e- Voted teat the same personnel which constitutes the Bogota Evangelistic Cond Lee 
constitutes a committee to investiszate the building and property needs in Boreta 
and report on the best possible solutions 4 
Vio Wiser lianeous 
siepndnoer erence 


A. Yoted that Herman tueller'ts Balary be $115.00 U.S, monthly and a working allowance. 
@ up to [50 pesos wonthly with his house rent paid directly by the missian,, 


By Legorted by i ~cndenhall that the gale of mission furniture in Chiscas brought 
LIF 6 {pesos 


C. Voted that the report on sale of furniture in Chiseas be accepted and the noney be 
wadeavailable to the Furniture Committee. 


B. Ute Syrdal conveyed greetings from the Board of Foreign Missions, 


Bi “uperintendent Roy Ealde expressed the vratitude of the Conference for Dr. Syrdal's 
presence and advice and asked him to convey Conference greatings to the home Board. 


Fs Voted that the Conference be adjurned. 
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AN ATTSuPT TO SUMMARIZT THE PROBLYMS AND | > 
SOLUTIONS THICH ARE BEFORE US, ail 4 





PROBLEM : 
Not so much a problem of how much we dando as how much We ought to do. 


' REASONS 
whereas. wa might be able to do quite a bit, that which we do might be just the activity which will 


by 


1. 
26 
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ing down upon those wham we contact the expected severe persecution within perhaps a year. 


EVIDENCES 
Kost people believe the Gov't will clamp dom and Catholic fanaticism will mean "hard", 
AtSocities and persecution already know, 
Leiter we have indicating their intentions. ‘ 
Some have felt it better that they are not "singled out" as being evangelicals now, 


CQMIENTS 
Qn The Darker Side On The Brighter Side 


Since the activity comes fran us toward them, 
wie would be responsible for bringing upon the 
bellevors or contacts thet which comes, 

Uany of the people do not know as well as we 

what the consequences might be. 

: 3e If they were made to understand the . 
possible consequences and still wish misvion 
activity that would relieve ws cf the 
responsibility. 

That woud, however, necessarily mean we would 

be relieved of the problem and responsibility 

only toward those who consent after knowledge 
and would still leave us responsible over 
agelast-all others ise contact, 

Big ; 5. If our continued work could bring some to 
Christhbefora the expected persecution {T 
IS BSTT<? THAT THEY SKOULD KYO: GEIST AND 
SUFFER TRAN LIVE FRES "ITHOUT AIY , 

Our Vission history indicates that conversions 

go not cone rapidly and just now the times seem 

to present a furthor hinderance which might mean 

our activity would result only in the care of 

tho present Christisns and bring down trouble 

Upon the others, 

7.There if a possibility that the times with. 
drive men to Christ, however, thus making 
for us a very fruitful ministry through 
continue work, , 
8.There is also th> porsib&lity that oly the 
true Christians would su/fer hile those 
other contacts which we endanger by continued 
: action can slip back into safety by “protesting” 
Then the question remains, is it fair to the . 
Christians to carry on with them such activity 


88 “ight make thoir future: more severe vhereas 
‘We know that, while it would undoubteds 


¥ be a 

help to thoir Christianity if ve could continue 
to strenzthen them, God is able to sustain ther 
without us, and werhaps their quiet life without 


our antivity would enable -them to live peacefully, 


' 16 If we considered it bette~ to leave the 
present Christians to live peacefully, we 


@ might still carry on another activity toward. 


the saving of others, cunsiveriag that this 
"exclusive" action would not endanger the 
Christians, but would possibly vive to others 
& Saving Christ for Whom it is sorth 
Suffering. As for thoge whom such activity 
would contact who do not except Christ, 
perhaps their eyffering here should not be 
SO much our concern. 


POSSI3LE SOLUTIONS TO TIS 
PROBLEM 


(see pare 2) 
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PO.SI3L% SOLUTIONS TO 
FROBLER # 1. 


PLAN #1 
(sob saneesarily in preference) 


SULT LUTSLY LAID ASIOS 
core ve AS MUCH AS THSY CONTACT 
ATP OVEPATELEZ S% IN ODN? THAT 
 N@TRs GAUes4 50? FEPSECUTION, 

EAD” 
Parv Lens 6 ; 
Culila™, except inasmuch as it can be 
maid to appear social. 
‘ivy nail contact either through the 
"Vor" or otherwise. 


pee ow pps 


WEE 8G LAID ASIDE? 


, All orgenigational activities such as 


. younys people's -crk or ladies’! work, 


FLAW # 2 


THAT OU” ACTIVITY CONTINUE BUT 8% LIMITED 
IN LIGHT OF TH? PPO3L23 ADVANCED. 


1. 
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THAT VOULD 3% LIMITED? 


Only the more promising contacts would 

be the objects of our activityo 
Services be held, but upon the ‘esire of 
the people after they have been informed 
of the possible persecution. 

All other con-regational activities on 
the same basis but nothing to be done 


S. The Institue in an overly obvious way. 
4. The "Vog" for the time being suspended. 
CHAT UTUT “E CArey ON? 
to A cusinary™ () WHAT LIGHT 2% CAPRITD ON BTYOW) 
2. idterature work THAT LGNTIONED ASOVE? 
36 ¢chool for ninsion children 1. The 5 oe oquic 
fe PUES 2REI799 2. Fossibly the Institute...quiatly 
. ao That might meen selecting only « few. 
CO MINTS bo If not it sould hive bo be mace az 
1. Tris «onld™2TBelY mean that scme should inconspicuous 2s possible. 


Asayama nemetnga trast 


ro hone an furlough now, 

hhile t-is is contrary to mission zeal and 
the desire for activity and fruit in the 
Lord's service, it would be done in conside 
eration for those whom we cight bring 
persecution upon. It would be done in the 
more conservative interpretation of the 
various cormeats on page 1, considering 


th: peraecution quite certain and soon, 


ent the roseLlbilities fo~ conversion in 

tus meantime slight, 

It .<rild not necessarily be time wasted and 
Picht goon be terzinated bv the doors 
opening fo~ work again, although the very 
aceeptance of such a clan would de aon 
abeis-ion of the unlikelyhood of t ings 
chaon-tine for the better soon. 


PRODL™M # 2 
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Literary work 
School for Li: stonary children, 


COMMENTS 


This might be a more satisfactory plan 
since it does not restrain us from 
bringing the messaze of Christ to others, 
nor from strengthening with God's “ord 

and our fellowship those who are Christiane. 
At the seme time it does make us somewhat 
unmnoticarle aad inactive 50 as to 

minimize the pessibility of our drawing 
down persecution both upon our believers 
and uxon the large number of contacts ic 
now have who likely would not bec ume 
Christian in the near futvre. 

It is based on the “brichter side” cormants 
on pare 1. 


semantes a 


Not so much a problem of how much we ought to do as how much we can doo 


REASONS 


he El Cocuy and Chiscas region has been taken over vy Conservatives through oxtreme 


rsecution of the Liberals and Evangelicals making it impossible to work or live there. 
@ Socota region, while calm just now, is surrounded by that same type of Conservativisn, 
and has in the past been subject to antiaprotastant Fattentions". 
3. La Aguada is similarly in dangerous tarritory. 
i. The rest of the Plains are now harboring "rebel" armies and our presence there might cause 
us to be tied up with rebel activities and result in the expulsion of us all from the country 
Co The "Voz" has lost most of its readers through the migration to other parts and the 
§i.cossibilit. of sending it throurh to tlhore remaining in Boyaca 
6, Th» Institute has. likely lost most of its students for finatcial reasons on their part 
sinc: so many have lost everyting through the persecution, ; 
To The Inttitute would have a. problem of responsibility for all students that did come 
in the case of a revolution or any other circumstanc: which would cause us to leave. 
, his «ould ha true even if the parents would say that they vould tak» all responsibility. 
UO, Tunja has been a question mark and it has been said that no men or families should return there. 
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POSSI3LE SQLUTIONS TO 


PROBLEM # 2 


TuAT “AW FeCAUTIOUS IN RSENTEPING 
ANRAS OF DOUBT, 7 


Tie SHAT 2CULD TENSE PORCAUTIONS 
CONSIST? 
inate enemmnnentatnaimnmantemnen enn meaoe nae 


PLAN # 1 


£1 Cocuy ani Chiscas not reacupled 

‘Ma Asuada not: reocecupied. 

The plains reoccupied only where 
tie *reboics™ are not located, or 
perhaps worked by nationals rather 
than missionaries , : 

l,. The Institute be limited in sone 

, wey as to reduce the responsibility 

5. Socoté not reoooupied as long as the 
situation politically speaking at least 
remains the same.,.othat is, wait for 
more security,  —. 

6, Tunja reoccupied by Seioritas, 


Wil? TYES Or “GRE CCULD 3% 
vi FISD ONP 
pk ee al eta 


TS eant 
man 
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be sorked to the fullest extent 
possible without endanzering the 

hives or those carrying on the work, 

“9 The Institute carry on a full program 
for such as can come, Perhaps full 
becas will be necessary. 

‘9 The Seminary. 

4 Literary «ork, 

Ga Bogoté work, 4 

&y Bogota barrie work. 


1, Those places “which ara reeccupied 
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PLAN # 2 


THAT WE CARRY ON A FULL PROGRAM AS 
BOLDLY AS POSSIBLE. 


IN “HAT WOULD THIS CONSIST? . 


1. Most likely not returning to either Ml Cocuy 


or Chiscas since that appears wore . 
"foolhardy" than "bold", 


20 Returning to Socota 


f 


5. Continuing in Mogot 


o Returning to Tunja 
o Returning to the P. r) 


and Barrios. 


60 Opening Institute and Seminary 


COMMENTS 


1. Socot& would most likely have’ to be reoccupied 


by Sefioritas and without national help. - 

To send nationals there now would be very 
risky business and would place a biz. 
responsibility upon the mission. 

To send’ men there would be similarly risky, 


2. We might be so bold as to send a family to 


3. Returning to the Plains wo 


Tunjay although tis is very questionable, 
a wd not necessarily 
mean to La Aguada. aa 


l. Reoccupation of these areas. would also 


mean, most likely, the reppening of the 
day schools next year. (Ferhaps this is 
possible in th: Yocuy region also) 


i 


@o: | CELZOSA SPECIAL CO“FER2NCE 
eres Bogota, Cundinamarca 
ok | Colombia, S. Ae 

May 8, 1950 


I. The sessions were opened with devotions lead by Nev. %. balde and 
Rev. J. “allae 


Il. Two letters refering to the present situation of tie evangelical missions 
in Colombia were read. One was from Rev. Lazear in explanation of the 
Presbyt-rian action taken in the States recently in reporting the 
conditions in Colombia and the other was from Clyde Taylor in Washington 
D. G. also in reference to the conditions as a result of the Presbyterian 

action. 


TII. Rev. Hendenhall rejorted, as chairman of the Svanvslism Cormittee in 
Bogota, on the present activities and the possibilities here. 


IV. Miscellaneous 


A. Voted that Johan A. 3ereh be included in the voting membership of 
————~ the mission. 


Be Voted that two :amilies return to the States in licht of the 
& conditions in Colombia and the surplus manpower for the present 
work or the Likely future work on the field. 


C. Voted that se vote on two members to return to the States. 
Results (the following were c:osen io return to the States) 
1. Rev. Roy Nalde and family 
2. ®ev. Johan 2-reh and family 


D. Voted that 2ev. Theo, Mendenhal become the Boroté station head when 
Rev. Serch leaves. 


EB. Voted (unanimously) that Rev. Olger Quamrud become the EHission 
Secretary when tev. Zergh leaves. 


F. Voted that the Executive Committee be aut orized oy the Conference to 
act upon furloughs if necessary for the balance of this year. 


G. voted that the mission Superintendent 79 as an odserve~ to the meeting 
of the Confederacién Evangcelica de Colowoia in June. 


H. Voted tnat we recommend to the roregin kission soard that recommendation 
be made to the Lutheran : orld Federation toct Herman Mueller be 
transferred to Venezuela. 


I. Voted thet the Conference be adjurned. 
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May 18, 1950 


Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 


Dear Rev. Malde: 


We have received your recent letter as well as the reports of the Execu- 
tive Committee of May lst and the mecial conference of May 8. Your last 
letter dated May 13th was received after the Board decisions were taken 
in reference to Colombia. I showed it to the Board members that were 
available but there was no indication that it would make a change in the 
decision of the Board. 


I will send you the official report later but wish to give as much informa- 
tion as I can immediately as I know it would be of interest to you all. 


: The Minutes of the Executive Committee of May lst were all taken ad 
© notam except the following items: 


II. Furniture. 
A. & B, Aporaved. 


III, Gifts. 
I, Approved. 


VI, This item was previously aoproved, power to act given to your 
Executive Committee. We therefore will forward the money the 
next time remittance is made. 

The Special Conference of May 8th. 


I,, II., III - Ad Notam. 


IV. 

A, Avproved. 

B. Voted that unless conditions become such that it demands immed- 
iate withdrawal, we urge all missionaries to remain on the 
field for the time being; and that they confer with home 
board before final action is taken on coming home. 

Voted that Board members write letters of encouragement to the 
& various missionaries. 
ave or 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. . Or. J. R. Lavik Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman Dr. E. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
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Voted that the Executive Secretary write a letter to the 
pastors of the ELC urgently requesting that special 
intercession be made for the mission in Colombia at 
their Sunday worship, May 28th. 


Voted that we ask Dr. Syrdal and Rev. Jensen to confer with 
Pastors Olson and Morck with a view to making arrange- 
ments for them to return to the field at the earliest 
possible date, 


C, Provided for in above motions. 

D- G. Ad Notam. 

H, - Voted to defer action pending further information. 
I, - Ad Notam. 


The decisions of the Board concerning possible return of missionaries from 
Colombia may come as a surprise to you. The Board has however felt that it 
is urgent to keep a full staff of missionaries on the field if at all possi- 
ble. There is not much that can be done by either you or Bergh if you come 
home at this time as the summer months are inactive as far as deputation worl 
for missions is concerned. It is felt that if you stay on you may be of 

some rich blessing to the work in Colombia even though there are limitations 
and obstacles to be overcome. The Board is in hopes that oovortunities of 
service may be increased so that all of you can be active in preaching and 
teaching God's Word in Bogota. 


The Board is of the further opinion that it may be advisable for Olson and 
Morck to return to Colombia within the veriod of time when their return permit 
is valic rather than risking staying on and losing the possibility of return. 
Rev. K, R, Jenson and I have been appointed to confer with Olson and Morck 
on this matter. If other activity should be limited too severely there 
should be possibility of increased activity in vrevaring Christian litera~ 
ture in the Snanish language. Missionaries on furlough in this comtry 

have very little possibilityof getting adequate native help in order to 
produce literature. One foreigner working with one to three qualified 
natives can produce a great deal of good literature in translation form 

or in original form. This may possibly be stored un for publication at 

a later date. 


The Board members felt that they would desire to have the personal contact 
with you that letters written individually by them may vrovide. They have 
therefore asked that I supply them with names and addresses of all of you so 
that they can write to you either as a group or to individuals from time 

to time. They want you in this way to know that they are behind you in 
their daily prayers and wish to give you any encouragement they can. 


A special effort is being made to stir uv a concerted prayer effort on 
behalf of you as missionaries and on behalf of God's Kingdom in Colombia. 
Letters are being sent to every pastor this weex reouesting that Pentecost 


Sunday be considered the special vrayer day for Colombia, 
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The above decision of the Board concerning your continued stay in Colombia 
does not mean that you are to cease the careful watching of the situation 
that was suggested when I was out there. The Board will be meeting again 
in June very briefly during the time of the Convention, It will also be 
meeting again the first week in August for a one day meeting. We will wel- 
come comments from you for those méetings. The Board is however in its 
decision expressing itself as to the importance that it feels in the con~ 
tinued work in Colombia, if that is at all possible. In making the deci- 
sions it has made it realizes that more expenses will possibly be called 
for, It is willing to face this even though it would go beyond our ex- 
pected income and is pledging itself to do everything it can to get any 
extra money that is needed so that the work can go on in this manner. 


The budget has been received from Ted Mendenhall. It arrived just before 
our Board meeting and was approved. This budget is I think the same one 
that was worked out at the Special Conference that was called during my 
brief visit with you. 


May God continue to be with you in His strength and mercy. He is able to 
batter down closed doors and open hearts that have been sealed against 
Him by prejudice. May He work on your behalf and give you courage and 
wisdom to meet each opportunity so that it will be of rich blessing to 
you and to many people. 


Sincere greetings in Christ, 


RAS: hh Te. 
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(May 19, 1950) 


A CALL TO PRAYER! 


Dear Pastor: 
There is a crisis in Colombia. Briefly the picture is as follows: 


The Roman Church is deeply intrenched. It has resented any advance 
of the Protestant Church and has met this advance with destruction 
of our mission »roverty, persecution of the native Protestants and 
ousting of our missionaries from most of our field. Priests have 
stirred up and versonally directed attacks on missions, churches and 
members of our concregations. 


The Conservative Party is in control volitically. It is seeking to 
eradicate all liberals by violence and bloodshed, if other means fail. 
It is building uv a totalitarian system of government under tutelage 
of Falangists imported from Spain. Its control is ruthless. 


The Roman Church and the Political Conservatives are a coalition 
force directed against Protestantism and democratic grouvs within 
the country, Their colaboration is evidenced in many ways. If the 
present tendency develons it may mean the gradual elimination ef 
Protestant mission work in Colombia. | 





All Missions are having a difficult time. Missionaries of some 
missions have left the country. Our missionaries are in Bogota 
(with the exception of Miss Heerde in Tunja and Rev. Ostrem on the 
plains.) They are conducting "The Institute" where native teachers 
and evangelists are trained. They are doing all the evangelistic 
work that is possible. 


Special prayer for Colombia is requested. ‘The Board of Foreign 
Missions has just met, and is earnestly reovesting every paster to 

use May 28, Pentecost Sunday, as a svecial day of prayer for Colombia, 
for our missionaries and for the persecuted Protestant believers. 

It is also requested that you will urge your neonle to vray constantly 
till God answers our oravers, for the protection and blessing of our 
workers and for onen doors for the steady extension of the Kingdom of 
God in that country. 








"Pray without ceasing." 


@} On behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions, 





RASthh,. BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURC, / 
Dr. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. Rev. M. T. Jenson Dr. E. M. Hegge Mr. Arthur O. Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Dr. L. M. Stavig, Chairman Mr. A. M. Larson Rev. M.S. Knutson Rev. T. H. Rossing 


Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary Dr. J. R. Lavik Rev. R. A. Harrisville Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 









Colombia, outh Abnertca 


LATIN AMERICA is composed of twenty countries. Three times the 
area of the United States it has a considerably smaller population so should 
have possibilities for great development. Instead we find an entrenched 
feudalism dominated by a pre-Reformation type of Catholicism stifling 
reform and advance. There are in the main. two classes, the extremely rich 
and the extremely poor. The middle class is small, frustrated by  stran- 
gulation of thought and advance. The working classes are seething in un- 
rest under oppressive control. Outwardly suppressed, new ideas are spread- 
ing as an inner ferment breaking forth in frequent political revolutions 


and religious strife. 


COLOMBIA has been slow to open her doors to the Evangelicals. 
There are only about three hundred missionaries ministering to her ten 
and a half million people, and a total Protestant group of about twenty- 
five thousand. Under the “Conservative” government the Catholic hier- 
archy controls the political party, the police, the militia and local govern- 
nents. One who confesses faith in the simple evangelical message of the 
Protestant Church meets the resistance and ire of all these forces. In spite 
of this, the number of “Evangelicals” is growing. 

OUR MISSION in Colombia is a special venture of our Church out- 
side the regular budget. It is carried on by freewill gifts of our people 


who desire to bring the Gospel of Liberation to this great people. 


C 0 LO M,B 


ca th America 
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@ Arauca and Leyaca, Colombia @ 


FOREIGN MISSION FIELD OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH AND, 


HERE are difficulties to be overcome in all mission work. 
There are special difficulties in Colombia. These are faced 
with courage by the missionaries and Colombian believers, 


overcome with patience, prayer and faithful witness. 

The natural difficulties of rough terrain and high altitudes 
of Boyaca and the humid heat of Arauca are encountered as a matter of course. The mis- 
sionary becomes acclimated to these, or can seek short respite in change of altitude and 
climate. 

The greater difficulty is man-created, Political conservatism uses violence against the “lib- 
eral” and Protestant alike to entrench itself among the people. The ecclesiastical hierarchy 
dominating the masses has stirred up unfounded suspicion and hatred against the Protestants. 
There are centers entirely closed to evangelical witness. Our missionaries and believers have 
been violently driven out of other areas with danger to life and loss of property. 

In spite of opposition, the work goes on. 









OUR FIELD 
: “Bogota, the capital of Colombia, forms the natural 
center for our mission activity, From there our mission 
feld spreads out fan-like into mountainous Boyaca Prov- 
ince, and into the lowland plains of Arauca. A great field 
with a million souls. We have won footholds in some cen- 
ters. Others remain a challenge to future activity. 


We look for results in mission work. There are also blessed results from our work as a 
mission in Colombia. When viewed in the face of much opposition we have special reason 
to be thankful to God for the fruits of labor witnessed in this country God has given to us 
as our responsibility. 

Many people have found a new liberating freedom from the bondage of sin as they have 
heard the message of the living and victorious Christ in our churches and chapels. Many of 
the new believers have manifested a courageous faith in the face of opposition. Souls have been 
won for Christ. 

Congregations and an active Christian program have been established in Tunja, Duitama, 
El Cocuy, Soata, Santa Ana, Carizal, Mausa, Chiscas, Parpa, La Aguada and Bogota. Schools 
for the children of our believers have flourished between times of persecution in several cen- 
ters. An “Institute” for training teachers and evangelists has sent out many young Colom- 
bian believers as faithful workers in the Kingdom. Theological training is given to prepare 
Colombian pastors. 

The work shows gratifying progress, 
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June 2, 1950 


Rev. Roy Malde 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 


Dear Roy: “ 


I am sorry that we have not to date been able to have a Conference 
with Morck and Olson together in order to talk over the nossibility 
of their return to Colombia. It may on the surface seem strange 
that the Board would take this decision. On the other hand the Board 
is looking to God in faith that the prayer that has been specially 
requested for Colombia will be heard. It has always been our vur- 
pose to hang on as long as we can in any particular mission field. 
The decision of remaining or closing as well as the personnel to 
be sent to the field has always been left as the responsibility of 
the Board so that the missionaries themselves did not have to 

& shoulder the responsibility alone. It is in this same svirit of de- 
siring to carry on as long as God gives us 4 possibility that has 
prompted the Board decision that we should request Morck and Olson 
to consider the possibility of return. Our main consideration is 
that their re-entry permits are still valid. 


If they remain beyond that particular date it may be impossible to 
get them back into Colombia for a considerable veriod of time. 

That delay may cause a longer period of idleness in the work of 

the Kingdom than complete idleness on the field for a few months 
while we watch the situation. Please know that I am sympathetic 
with your difficulties and your discouragements and so is the entire 
Board. Some of us have gone through the difficulty of being var- 
tially idle when we knew there was so much that must be done to 
build God's Kingdom. The Board is therefore asking a little more 
than formerly of you and the two men at home and that is that you 
are willing to bear a little longer of the oresent frustration in 
order to fully test the vossibilities of today and the possibilities 
that shall develon as a result of the earnest vrayer of your church 
given on your behalf and on behalf of the neovle of Colombia. 


Please encourage your fellow-workers. Please spur them on to use 
the vossibilities that they are already utilizing. God grant you 
wisdom and the svirit of courage and leadershinv from day to day, 
to meet any situation that comes before you in a spirit of the 
Lord and in His courage. Please mow that the Board is entirely 

& behind you, and that the Board members are praying daily for you. 
and the work. 
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I am enclosing a copy of the letter sent to all the nasters of our 
church on Friday, May 19th. We have had an unusual response from 

our pastors that will give us assurance that this day was utilized 
and that there will be a continuing barrage of prayer going up to 

God's throne of mercy each day. 


Sincere greetings in Christ, 


RAS: hh 





SPECIAL CELMOSA 
CONFERENCE 


tccotd, Cundinamarca 
colombia, S.A. 


i. The Conferercs was ppened with 2 devotional 
period with Rev. Mendenhall reading Eph. “:1-16. 

Il. The Super‘:tentert read from Dr. Syrcaits letter 
requesting ¢nswers GO certain questions 7oh were 
then consiésre? by the Conference. 

LI. Miscellarnesu. 

A. VOTED (::manimoy 1sly) thet we rearrirw tue action 


teken at the last Conf e rences of tay 8, 
2550 as to the reduction of the ficld 
etaff snd the returning home oF the 
Maldes end Berghs 


that we approve the return to the field 

of the two men now on furlough if the 
Board considers it advisable, but that 

an equal number of men now on the field 
in addition to Malde end Bergh be allowed 
to return home if they so desire and if 
the conditions in Colombia do not improve. 


that the Conference be adjourned. 
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Rev. Roy K, Malde 

Apartado Aereo 49-80 

Bogota, Colombia 

South America AIR MAIL 


Dear Rev, Malde: 


I have received vote by mail on the proposition of return of missionaries 
appointed for return by your last conference, This vote by mail reverses 
the decision of our last Board meeting and approves the motionsypassed by 
your Conference IV B and C, namely; 


"B, Voted that two families return to the States in light of 
the conditions in Colombia and the surplus manpower for the 
present work or the likely future work on the field. 


C. Voted that we vote on two members to return to the States, 


Results: (the following were chosen to return to the States) 
@ 1. Rev. Roy Malde and family 
2. Rev. Johan Bergh and family" 


This means that you and family and Rev, Johan Bergh and family may proceed 
with plans for return to this country at the earliest opportunity. I would 
request that you notify me as to possible time that we may expect you home 
so that we can make plans for your residence upon your arrival here, I am 
in hopes that we may have mission cottages for each of your families, and 
that you can serve in deputation work for some time as we watch development 
of the situation in Colombia, 


Please know that you are both welcome and that we are looking forward to 
meeting you, May God give you a good journey, 


I would advise checking on possibility of receiving re-entry permit before 


leaging Colombia, This may be harder to receive” from this end if nothing 
is done in Colombia before your departure, 


We would like to have some word on the question mentioned in my last letter 
concerning the opinion of our missionaries in Colombia as to the return of 
Morck and Olson, Please feel free to voice your opinions in this matter, 


Sincere greetings to all coworkers. 


Yours in Christ, 


sem, al 
CC; Johan Bergh 
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June 14, 1950 


Rev. Roy K. Malde 
Anartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 


Dear Roy: 


Your letter of June 10th enclosing Conference Minutes of the Snecial Confer- 
ence called for June 9th has been received. I trust that by this time you 
have had a letter from me indicating the vote taken on the return of you 
and the Berghs by the Board. That will therefore take care of the Board 
reaction to the first motion vassed by the Conference. 


In reference to the amount mentioned, I would suggest that if Olson comes 

out to the field that any action would be denendent on a full new considera- 

tion of the situation on the field and the attitude of the missionaries. 

I believe it would be unwise to let a motion vassed at this time before the 

arrival of Olson or Morck predetermine the case or even influence the case 
& one way or the other, that should be considered imartially and in light of 

develooments at the time, if and when he arrives. 


We are investigating the vossibility of Harold coming to Colombia alone 
and leaving his family here. He is in Chicago today to see the Colombian 
Consul. What reaction he will get from that source we have no means of 
knowing. His present permit expires on June 21st. It is in an attemot 
to save the exoiration that we are making tentative plans for him to se- 
cure the regular visas at this time and leave from Minneanolis on June 
20th arriving in Bogota on June 21st. 


We realize full well that Olson may not be nermitted entrance at this time. 
We also realize that if he is nermitted to re~enter Colombia his re-entry 
may be of short duration, denending on conditions that develon, It may 
therefore seem to be risking an exnenditure of voth mannower and money that 
might have been saved if he had remained in this country. On the other hand 
we feel that there is also a risk of failing to utilize ovvortunities if they 
should vresent themselves to us, which would in some way limit the building 
of the Kingdom of God. for that reason we feel that it is inadvisable to 
risk losing the re-entry vermit for Olson and take the lesser risk of the 
extra exvenditure, 


I am sure that all of you will be hanvy on the return of Olson, Even though 

other avenues of activity will be limited or vartially closed I hone that 

there will be some very definite nossibilities in the line of translation 
d of Christian literature into the Spanish language. 
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@ al am : writing to you as sunerintendent with the understanding that this informa- 
tion will be relayed to other members of the Conference. 


Sincere greetings in Christ, 


ee ef “of bp solak. 
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Virginia Antonsen 

225 SHuth Fifth Street 
Minneapolis 2, Minnesota 
U.S. A. 


Heard you await word from me. Decision is yours may Lord 
give wisdom. Your coming welcome but not imperative. 


Letter follows. 
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6211 NeE. Alberta 
@ Portland 13, Oregon 
October 28, 1950 


Dear Joe, 


Greetings in Jesus! Name. 


Thanks for your kind letter of October 16. We certainly appreciate your 
} thorough explanation of the whole problem regarding our return to the field. 
a We have also been mich in prayer about it, both in respect to the recom 
+ mendations you folks would be called upon to make, and also with reference 
= to the Board Meeting. Frankly, the decision of the Board to have me return 


to Colombia alone is somewhat hard for us to take, partly because of the 
human element involved, and equally because Hildur is “half the machinery" for 
the literature work. Yet, we want to believe and do believe that God guided 
also in this decision and we are proceeding accordinzly. 


| I note that the Board changed your recommendation to read, “mainly for 
literary work", and with that understanding I return; thus, it seems that 
the matter of being oversta?fed in Bogota should not affect us too directly. 


Then, we have been thinking about this: Since we have just recently gotten 
time to work on the manuscripts that we have, there is considerable work to 


be done yet, especially if we are to correct also the World Mission Prayer 
League MS of Hallesby's "Prayer" which we have on hand. Would it make a lot 
> Colombia just in time for the field conference. 





of difference to you if I worked on these here since I am very much dependent 
on Hildur for proof-reading and typing, and the work is now at the stage when 
that type of work is involved to the greatest extent. Then, I could be in 


asic tee 


other places and, therefore, you desire to have me on the field about the 

first of December, and certainly that has its good reasons. Nevertheless, it 
seems to me that those of you now on the field have been in so much closer 
contact with the present political and relizious atmosphere of the country 
that you are in a better position to make this survey of possibilities in other 
cities, and I would be willing to accept your recommendations regarding such. 


j I note your suggestion of looking into the possibilities of starting work in 


thy flac 
7, 


pr 


Could you enlighten me at all as to whether the committee feels that ny 
return to Colombia at this time is for a normal term, or only temporarily 

due to circumstances since you recommend not bringing the femily. I ask this 
simply because some guidance here would help us in our planning, packing, etc. 


ae 
oe ae ee 


The news of La Aguada being destroyed makes us sick at heart. Do you know 
by now to what extent the destruction has been, and how work there and else- 
where on the Plains is being affected? 


ee Greetings to the rest of the gang. 


el 


Fraternally yours, 


2®@ 


PeS- Would you please tell Belva right away that I am using the 1926, Second 
poate e geepae intent Baptism and Adult Conversion", just in 
oases —Bre- r editioné and the page notations should be confusing. 

CTH. 








Apartado Aéreo 4980 
Bogoté, Colombia 
Nov. 8, 1950 

Dear Arnt: 


Greetings in Christ. 


It is now almost a week since your letter came, but I have been under 
the weather with the "gripa" for about that long so haven't felt like 
doing anything. Now that I am better, Alice has it. I know you will 
have been waiting for a reply but hope you will excuse the delay. — 


I shall try to answer your questions and in so doing hope I may clarify 
the whole matter somewhat. Your first question is when you should 
come. The Executive Committee's primary reason for suggesting Dec. lst 
was not that of your investigating other cities, but rather so that 

*" you would have at least a month in which to orientate yourself again 
and get a "feel" of the present situation here before we have our 
conference. Consideration of work in other cities will perhaps not be 
taken too seriously, but it was an added stggestion made in the 
committee. The reason for your doing the investigation, rather than 
someone else, is that it would be quickest way for one to get in touch 
with actual conditions in Colombia, and should make one better preparec 
to participate in the conference. Exc se me for writing to you as 

tho ugh you don't know much about thines here at present, but to me it 
isn't strange that those who have been at home during the past year 
havn't been able to keep up with the changes. The general opinion here 
is that you would defeat your purpose in coming for the conference if 
you didn't come at least a month before, and to be very frank I believe 
that unless you come at the suggested time you would be wiser in making 
further use of your extension and continue to watch developments here. 


The question about the length of your term is hard to answer. Yor one 
thing you know our whole work is quite uncertain. It would not be 
surcrising when Institute has opened again if we were told we couldn't 
have it. The Baptists not long ago had their schools closed in Cali 
and Cartagena. “ur plain's work is looking more uncertain now in some 
respects. I think that we will want to reconsider our whole position 
in Colombia at the conference. I see some possible conclusions we 
might reach. 1. We might decide As continue just as atpresent, which 
doesn't seem very advisable. 2. “e mirht decide that we should close 
up entirely and consider work elacwhere. 3. “e tight reduce the staff 
to what is absolutely necessary for the present work, sending the rest 
home or to begin work elsewhere. 4. or we might decide on an all-out 
effort on work here in Fogoté (a camble), with & building program for 
a church as a "must". These are just a few thoughts that I have 
gleaned from our sany discussions together. Personally I am not very 
optinistic abcut a normal term beginning now being completed, but one 
cannot know of course. If we should adgopt, for instance, a holding-out 
plan with snly a token force here, then the question would be who 
should stay on. In any event I hope that some of these queations will 
be resolved at this conference. In the wean time I would think it 
unwise to nake extensive plans yet for buying and packing. 


Belva has long wanted to make a trip to the plains before her furlough 
comes, so now when the girls from there went home she decided to make 
© a short trip down there. She left the 2nd and expects to return the 
17th. Consequently I don't know what edition she has of WHA###" Infant 
Baptism and Adult Conversion". I have one but it is a 1947 edition. 


Yes, La Aguada is pretty desolate. The Catholic church, the municipal 
building and a short row of houses is all that remains of the town. 
There wasn't a person living in town according to latgest reports. 
Moreno too is gone and some other small places. 


So much for now. No doubt there are other things I should have 
mentioned but they do not come to mind now, and I must hasten to get 
this in the mail. If you have further questions I shall do my best 
to answer them, 

Greetings to the family. Alice sends greetings. 


Sincerely in Christ, 


// Toe Wa Ila 








Eogotaé, Cctober 30, 1950 


The American Consulate, 


Bogota, Colombia 


This is to certify that “iss Joyce Bergh is a member 
of the Colombia Evangelical Lutheran “ission of South 
America, and that as such she is employed by the hoard of 
‘Foreign “lesions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

425 South 4th Street, ‘inneapolis 15, “innesota. 


“fter four years of service in Colombis, she ig now 
returning on furlough to her home at Sowden, Alberta, 
Ganada. To facilitate the travel to her home ané to make 
it possible for her to visit our home office in “inneapolis, 
it is very desirable that she be -erzitted to spend a few 
daye in the ‘Inited States. 


“ny courtesy extended to “iss Serch in making this 
possible will be rreatly appreciated. 


nespectfully yours, 


soseph iL. walla, 
Vice-superintendent 


FUNDS ON HAND IN THE U! S! FOR WHICH 
PESOS HAVE BEEN USED ON 


@ THE FIELD! 
Station Wagon 2,500.00 
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Inst. Equipment ~WMF 2,000.00 
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Gifts - eee 
ist Qt. No. 8-Relief 500. 00 es ai 
W" 7ghtldren's Home 10.00 7 gidye® 
: 23-Native wor<er 63.25 &" 
2nd " 4 1-Roy Malde 500. oe 
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Nov. le 4.4290 -00 pud to 
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National Bank 
@ Due from UELC 1,500.00 
Shortages on Budg. rem. 


3rd and 4th ate. 50.00 
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520 N. Graham 
Portland 12, Oregon 
November 7, 1950 


Dear Joe, 


In view of what I wrote to you ami Harold about the possibility 
of not going out until about time of Conference, let me add the 
followinzs 


We have now finished Hallesby's "Infant Baptism and Adult Conversion" 
and will not go ahead with the other éSS anyway until we get a more 
definite answer from the World Mission Prayer League. I am, therefore, 
preparinz to leave for Colombia as soon as I get the family settled 
and my papers in order. I hope to make it by about the first of 
December. 5 


Greetings to you and ths rest of the seinte ih "dpgota. 


Yours in Christ, 


Arnfel 





St. Paul, Minn., 
December 26, 1950 
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Gress wrote me ebout her brother and ews to hear:that-he seems to ibe out 

for Christ and desires to get into the Word of God. Whet he hes gone through 
« bhese lest, years hes led him to see his spirituel need end brought him to ¢ 

“deeisjon- for -Christ -L:understand,frem hersLetteres; 3-64 <5 cabee con 


OR AS 


a5 taf fis She 8@id, that he swould - Lltxe .to attend -the Rible.Tnstiitute and ek 
beaae if I could in some way €id in his getting there: I wrote her-but cid 
not promise. Now to mention something which has come to mt mind for your 
: thinking over or. considerstiog. ..She would, be having some, money coming from 
es the mission towards her teaching this year. even, ‘thopgh it. was not. 30 much th 
: .- that, -she, was able to do: ‘for, reasons.which you know, .J am,. wondering how it 
~ would.sbe -t0 Jnent,ion to. hen the thought of ‘letting that money, ‘be used. for 
“is expenea. at, the institute. 1 knom that; she will need sit. herself, but 
> Presenting alt .thet: way to ter, will show her that: we :would-both Like that 
a he could get.-Bible -inowledge ag wel) €s thet we -would. tity: ito. help:them solve 
_ the probleme: And -it. woukd avoid the. problem :of help ta:a first year person. 
on soars ©) ok emcnot jcerte in of , just show old +he.-ta, shut <he..is;:I-think, just 
some gomecy then she is. He had expressed himself -4het;he would ‘tke to 
serve the Lord. I cennot sey to whet extent he would ve cepable to do that 
, but God: surely has made reel. good-workers of crude matertel meny @ time. If 
“he ceme for the purpose of getting a foundation in the ¥ord of God and durire 
the yeer yqu should see him 4s a-pessibikity you could make futhed resolu- 
tions Bbdout it for lester. His name is Arfenio. You cén take it up with the 
rest, end meybe you would went to texe it up at the Conference. I could 
recommend him 8s one whom I would like to see get 4n opportunity to get ay 
chence to study God's Word as it would help him better serve the Lord where- 
ever he might be whether it be that he continue further study or continue 
in his work as a fermer or cattlemen. 


You will then soon be gathering for the annual conference of the 
mission. We shell be preying for you right slong from now on es well es we 
heve done in the past. Muy God lead you in ell and bless you 4s you fellow- 
ship together. We heve hed many & blessed time together at those meetings: in 


the pest and I am certeéin the God hes further blessings in store for you 
this yeér élso. 


We ere looxing forward to our return to the field egein at the 
end of our forlo which will be at the end of next July. The more I think of 
them out in thet part of the field where we have been these last years the 
more I long to set beck soon and shall be happy when again I aen go there to 
help along. I feel and believe that God hes work for me to do out there and 
I pray thet thet might be the wey you fellow-workers will also if you take 
us up for considerétion at the conference. 

When IJ met with the Board in October on their request as well as 
thet it wes my desire as I mentioned to the Ex. Com. the lest time I met with 
you before we came home, I tried to explein whet I presented to the Committee 
regerding river boat work and they voted to approve it end sutherize the 
presenting of it to the people here et home for surnrort. Nature] ly the Boe rd 
8s well es you folks end I reelize thet thet work wil] need to weit until 





things ere more favorable for it. We know thet just at present we could not 
fo @heed with the work, but we can present it to the people that “the begin 
to pray cefinitely ebout it and to give them an opportunity to help meterial- 
ly if God pleces it upon them°to do‘so; In presenting “it it will also be 
with explasahion to the effect thet -ift ime ‘should “reveal: * heterie’s imply 
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St. Peul 8, Minn., 
December 29, 1950 


Dear Joe. and the rest, 


There was another matter which I think I forgot to mention to the Ex. Com. 
when we met the last time I was with you before we came away on furlo. It 
was in connection with Trinidad. 


Don Rosalino Corredor, the believer who lives in Trinidad, has a house 
which some who have been down there know by sight, which he hés a la 
orden de la misién if we establish there. He has hed it rented and still 
had it rented when I wes there, but he wented to with-hold it from renting 
when the present contract is up so as to fix it up in hopes that someone 
would come there. 


I told him that I would bring it (the matter of the rental - not the house} 
before the compaferos in la obra and that we would let him know afterwards. 
I am not certain whet his price of rent is, but it seems to me that he was 
getting, was it eighty pesos a month. He might wish to reserve one room for 


himself and he might have a little dry goods store and others similar 


things there as well as a place for himself to sleep. 

Would you therefore take it up at the conference? Personally I think that 

it would be well to have it in mind for renting it with the condition that 

thet be when jthe situation permits or is such that someone can establish 

in Trinidad, which we all hope and pray might be soon. I would favor some decis 
decisiongdd? something like that. If you then would let me know what you 

decide I could write him about it also. I just had a letter from him today 

in which he mentione about Belva'ts visit there and how it was appreciated. 

I wos glad to hear that. He did not ask about whet we would do about the A 
house. 


We had a letter from Proceso too and have had from several down there. My, 
; when we hear from them and think about them and the work we surely get still 


more longing to get back there to help along sooner the better. 


In his letter Proceso mentions ebout what he has coming for the first part 
of February. I am glad his letter came just at this time and not later, As 
I mentioned in Harold's letter, Proceso would have about eighteen pesos 
coming for the second week in February. Or would it be more? I paid him for 
the last half and for march, April and May. And I told him that I would 
tell the ones in Bogotd about this so as to give him the rest that he should 
have for the time that would cosrespond to the Plains station. Therefore, 
and I em sure that Harold will take care of that. 


Now if he did not get from the Bogota station for the first week or whatever 
part of it thet he worked that will fall upon the ones in charge of Bogoté 
to take cere of. He left Bogoté for the Plains the 7th or 8th of Feb. I 
think it was. By the way, would it not be #A##eHHe twenty eight peees he 
should have more for thet week instead of eithteen?. Please mention that to 
Harold, 


Then in closing I wish to express agein our desire for you to have & blessed 


conference , Greetings ##to all and to the conference. You fellowy-laborer, 


TELEPHONE - 86-0835 
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CABLE ADDRESS - EVANLUTH, TOKYO 


December 30, 1950 


Rev. Joseth Walla 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Columbia 
South America 


Dear Pastor Walia: 
We greet you with the words of our Conference verse: 


"For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again" 
(II Cor. 5:14-15). 


As we have met from day to day we have been challenged by the following 
thoughts based on our Conference theme, "Ambaseadors of God": "The Motive - 
Constraining Love"; "The Message ~ Reconciling Power"; "The Mandate - 

@ Senctifying Relationshivs." 


While this is our first Conference our mission work in Tokyo is almost one 
year old. It has been evident that God's tlessing has been upon us and we 
have seen the fruit of our labors in sustaining interest in Sunday School 

and a steady growth in church attendance. Like the Sower we sow the seed 

of the Word of God in the hove that in time a rich harvest shall come forth. 
At teis Conference we have laid plans for the establishment of four new 
stations in addition to the one already in Tokyo, extending through our | 
selected field to Nagoya. We take this tremendous step conscious that excevt 
as the Lord shall undergird, our efforts shall be of little avail, but ag 

Hie vromises are real and Hie vresence orecious, we move forward in faith. 


We are mindful that wmlike other mission fielde we enjoy relative volitical 
and economic stability. How long this will continue ie difficult to orecict, 
but we solicit your intercession for this nevest ziesion enterprise of cur 
Church even as the wor and veltare of your sissionaries has been on our 


tind and heart. 


a 
1 


With fratemal greetings, 





Bayh & of 
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Balance 
8 c 
Zondc Ingresos _ 
(Receipts) (ifeburtenents) fan) 
Servicio Médico y Medicinas----- ~--9 057 275 5,744.20 
(Medical) ; 
Emergencia (Emergency)-------- monn 525.10 15,083.44 
Gastos Legales (Legel Expenses )-------hil, 87 (824.11 
Sueldos (Saleries)--------~-----~~~—36 ,090 .06 367740 .06 
Arrendamientes (Rent )-~---------~--26, 163.31 22 (812.07 
Arreglo de Alojamiento s-—------~—~--~] , 781.91 1,552.71 
(Property Upkeep) 

_Inetitutoe (Institute)-----—-----—--12,574.75 12,410.00 
Utiles Escolares (School Supplies )-~--181605 32.00 
Maestros (Teachers )-----~---—~-—--—1, 291.77 291.77 
Evangelistas (Evangelists)--—-~-----8, 752.46 7,499 .00 
Literatura (Literature)~--------- 093 hoe .04 
Viajes y Trasteos (Travel, coving) 9 CoP 2,813.35 
Bienes Semovientes (Vehicles )~------7 ,239 .03 7,311.70 
Vacaciones (Vacation &Furlough)----~8, 69.43 804.98 
Muebles y Enseres (Furni ture)---~---8, 5344.82 8,534.82 

. Correo (Fostage)-------~-------~- aaa -=196 45 91.09 
Cables, Telegramas, Tel 46fono--------~-283 ,00 263.00 
Escuela de Idiomas (Language Schock) 69901 69.01 
Gastos Varios (Misc. )-------~--------1, 378.73 255 00 
Donaciones Personal es-------------———=733 629 733.29 

(Personal Gifts) 
_Donaciones Para la Obra-------------3 076.19 602 .90 
(Gifte for the work) 
Bienes Raices (Property) 37012163 13,626.09 
Total 187,782.47 146,494.63 
- 146,494.63 
- Saldo 41,287.84 
(Balance) 
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Bogot&, Jan. G, 1951 


Superintendent's Report for the year 1950 


"Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us." I Sam. 7:12 
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing seed for sowing, shall 
doubtless come again with joy, bringing his sheaves with him." Ps. 126:6 


It 18 rather difficult to write and present a report of our work in 
Colombia for this past year. In the first place the over-all picture 
even to the most optimistic has not been encouraging; and secondly, for 
the one who writes such a report it is impossible to entirely exclude 
the personal attitude end impression that he may have. 

Nevertheless we have reason to rejoice and be thankful to the Lord 
for the blessings and the opportunities of the past year. He has kept 
His guarding hand over us, and to date even though some have faced 
dangers and real threats, the lives of all our missionaries and national 
workers have been spared. Not all on our field have fared as well, for 
we have learned with sorrow of the death through violence of some from 
anong the believers and sympathizers. “ost all have suffered persecution, 
danger and loes of property. It is our prayer, however, that all: these 
sufferings shall not have been in vain but rather might prove a blessing 
in Gisguise and will serve to craw souls unto the Saviour. Some doors 
of opportunity have closed to us while a few others have opened to new 
service. “ther doors heve been tried but to no avail. But where we 
have been persitted to enter in, where we in faith have availed ourselves 
of our Cod-siven opportunities, we can rest assured that the seed has 
not been sown in vain. God Himself will give the increase and the faith- 
ful servant shall not be enpty handec when he stands before his “ord. 

°F the places that we were forced to leave in the fall of 1949, 
canta Ana, Chiscas, 1 Carizal and El Cocuy have not been reentered. 
Recent news of the events of last Dec. 30th which resulted in the death 
of one believer in Cerizal and the imprisonment of two off his brothers, 
one @ national worker of our mission, indicates that possibilities of 
again taking up thet work are nore remote than previously thought. 

‘fter the conference in January the work of the Socotd station wae 
carried on by “iss Heerde and “iss Torkelson. ‘Gesides the various ser- 
vices and the chilcren's classes, they conducted a first-aid program 
thus vinistering to bodies as well as souls. 4 few days after their 


' arrival in Borota for a special conference which was called in March 
' news. arrived of the destruction by burning of the missionary home and 


the chapel in Parpa. No missionary work has since been done in that 
region. Intermittent if not constant persecution and threats against 
the believers there indicate that it would be unwise to consider recspen- 
ine that work at the present time. 

Casanare, or the plains area, while presenting a very delicate 
situation due to revolutionary end militery activity, perhaps also 
offered the rreatest opportunities of any part of the field. Under the 
leadership of Pastor “stren evangelization has been carried on and even 
extended cespite the risks and hardships. A&A blow to that work was the 
conplete cestruction of our wission station in La Aguada when that town 
was burned in “eptenber. [It had previsucly served as the center for our 
plains’ work. “uch credit for what was accomplished in Cesanare this 
year -oes to our national workers who served there. ‘liverio ‘ora, ,,, 45 


Superintendent's report -- p. 2 


Proceso Mora and Gerardo Wilches were employed there for six, ten and 
eleven months respectively. Pastor Ostrem personally itinerated in 
that region for about five months until his return in July to leave 

for furlough. During November “iss Nerlien made a.trip to the plains 
as she accompanied two Institute girls to their homes, and while there 
was able to visit a number of places condueting services. The proposed 
school to be taught by Dolores Grass did not materialize because of the 
unfavorable situation. Later in the year “rs. Wilches was able to con- 
duct a school for four months in the vicinity of La Chapa. During the 
month of December two of the girls from the Institute taught vacation 
Bible school in various places and will continue doing so in January 
and February. 

Pastor Quanrud has served as head of the Tunja station while Miss 
Danielson has been the resident missionary. Besides the various services 
which she has conducted, her English classes have made and maintained 
numerous contacts. Fanny Jiménez, a national worker, has been her con- 
panion and assistant throughout the year. Workers from the Bogot4 sta- 
tion have made frequent week-end trips there to speak at the Sunday 
services. During the month of December “iss Nerlien was also in Tunja 
assisting in the work. 

The work of the Bogoté station was under the direction of Pastor 
Bergh the first six months, and has been directed by Pastor Mendenhall 
during the past six months. Pastor Quanrud has collaborated in the 
Bogote work, conducting services and Bible classes in various homes in 
the suburbs. Since April lst “iss Heerde and “iss Torkelson have ser- 
ved as parish workers doing house visitation and conducting Sunday 
Schools and vacation Bible schools in various homes. Pausanias Wilches, 
another of our national workers, has served in the Bogota station 
besides making frequent trips to Tunja. 

The Bible Institute was conducted in Bogotdé again this year. {iss 
Bergh, “iss Nerlien and Pastor Walla were full-time teachers; Vicenta 
Dfaz, “rs. Walla and Pastor clson taught partétime. 

There have been several changes in the missionary staff during the 
year. The Malde, Bergh and Ostrem families left the field for furlough 
in July, and Miss Bergh left in November. Two missionaries, Pastor 
‘lson and Pastor “Morek, returned to the field in June and Decexber 
respectively. 

48 a conference we are grateful to the members of the Joint 
Foreign “ission Board, to Dr. Syrdal the executive secretary, and. to all 
other officers and members of our supporting church bodies for their 
prayers and support during the past year. Wwe are thankful to each one 
who has in any way aided in the furtherance of the gospel work in 
Colonbla. 

To all my fellow-missionaries I wish to express my appreciation 
and thanks for their faithfulness and devotion to the work and to their 
respective tasks. “May the Lord reward and richly bless each one. 


Respectfully submitted, 


d. i. “alle 


P.S. The Bogota station has also carried on womens work in two places 
in the city, the two groups meeting alternately every other week. 
Mrs. Quanrus has been in charge of this work. 


* 


THR ALI ANMITAT, CHMOSA CONFERENCE 
Jan. 9-14, 1951 


The following schedule was observed. 


i. All sessions were opened with devotions, 


A. eal ne Prayer and Bible Study (Colossians) Afternoon Devotions 
Tuesday - Free Topic Miller Tuesday - Nerlien 
Wednesday - Ch. 1 Quanrud Wednesday - Mendenhall 
Thursday - Ch. 2 Morck Thursday - Alice Walla 
Friday - Ch. 3 Olson Friday ~ Deloris Mendenhall 
Saturday - Ch, 4 Danielson 


B. Saturday afternoon outing in charge of Elizabeth Heerde and Alice Walla 
C. Sunday evening - Communnion Service, Mendenhell in cherge 


fo Conference called to order by Superintendent Walla 
A. Greeting from Japan mission field read by Superintendent and Secretary was 
instructed to acknowledge this greeting and to send greetings from this Con- 
ference to all Foreign Fields of U.E.L.C. and B.L.C.. 


B. Renorts 
© 1. Report by Superintendent. 
2. Reports by station heads and Institute Director. 
3. Secretary's report read and approved. 
4, Trepmsurer's report read and approved pending report of auditing committee. 
5, Voted that Rev. Morck and Elizabeth Heerde serve es auditors. 
6. Auditors report heard and approved. 
?. Report of Literature Committee heard and approved with recommendations, 


III. Education 


1. Voted that an investigntion be made of the possibility of sending students to 
the Missouri Synod Seminary in Buenos Aires, and that Rev. Morck make the neces— 
sary investigation. 

2. Voted that we offer Pausaenias Wilches and Gerardo Wilches the opportunity of 
Theological training at .the Concordia Seminarv (Missouri Svnod) Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, if said institution will receive them, and if found practical(this 
to be determined by Executive Committee upon receipt of information from 
Buenos Aires) and if the Board approves. 

3. Voted that in the event Pausanias Wilches and Gererdo Wilches will be permitted 
to studv in Argentina, funds for said training be made a special project at 
home, 

%, The following were nominated to the Institute faculty: 

Harold L. Olson =~ Director 
Belva Nerlien - Teacher 
Blizabeth Heerde - Teacher 

5. Superintendent instructed secretary to enst a unanimous ballot for Institute. 

facultv. 
® - 6. Voted that the Institute faculty be delegated to act on scholerships for the 
coming school year, 

7. Voted that the arrangements for schools in the Plains be made by Executive Con 
mittee in consultation with Chairman of Education Committee and pending report 
of J. L. Wailea afver trip to plains. 

8, Voted that the Conference go on record as being in favor of a primary school in 
Bogota, investigation to be made by 0. Quanrud. 

S,. Voted that in light of the letter from Dr. Syrdal of Nov. 9, 1950 and due to the 
problem that Mr. Herman Miller faces in his work among the Germans, we give hizn 
instruction in Lutheran Loctrive and ask the board's permission to license him 
to administer the sacraments. 


ree Aw 








IV. Finance 


1. Voted that the balances in the Bogota travel and Jeep funds be transferred to 
the vehicle fund. 

2. Voted that the deficit in the Legal Expenses Fund be covered by a arene? 
from Miscellaneous Fund. 


3. Voted that the deficit in the Emergency Fund be covered by the trensfer of the 
belances in Bogot& and Tunja station accounts, 

4, Voted that the deficit in the Vaction and Furlough Fund be covered by a trans-— 
fer from the Travel Fund. 

5. the Executive Committee bring recommendations to Conferenc as to use of gifts 
on hand for the work (in dollars and pesos). 

6. Recommendations submitted and approved. 

7. Voted that all account books, Treasurer, Institute, and station be audited 
annually, 

8. Voted thet the funds of the former Duitana congregation to the amount of 
$870.41 (pesos) be placed in a Savings Account in the Bank of Colombia either 
by the Corporation, if possible, or by an individual member or members of the 
mission. 

9. ba ia merried Evangelists be paid $185.00 (pesos) monthly if working in 
Bogot 


10. Voted to approve the Proposed Budget for 1951 of $62,260°00 (pesos). 
ll. Voted that the Conference request the Board to figure the budget at a rete 
of exchange of not more than $2.95 pesos to the dollar. 


ee Vv. Evangelism 


1. Voted that in view of the limited opportunities of expansion and the difficulty 
of getting new missionaries into Colombia and the resultant danger of dimin.. 
ishing interest in the Latin American cause, we recommend that an investigatiou 

te made as to the possibility of sending missionaries to another or other Lutin 
Averican countries directly under the auspices of our Board or affiliated with 
other Lutheran organizations. 

2. Voted that Proceso Mora be placed as an Evangelist in the Plains for the year 

1951. 

3. Voted that Oliverio Mora be placed in Tunja as Evangelist for 1951 but if he 
does not accept, further arrangements for his placement be left to the Execu- 
tive Committee. 

4. Voted that J. Walla and 7, Mendenhall make a trip to the plains and after their 
return prepere to leave on furlough. 

5. Voted that subject to Board approval A. Morck go to Medellfn to carry on Liter- 
ature program and work with University Students. 

6. The following slate of Nominations for Station Heads was ‘made and the Secretary 
was instructed to cast a unanimous ballot. 


Bogota - Olger Quanrud Station Head . 
Valborg Torkelson Parish Worker 
Tunja - Hanold Olson Station Head 


Helen Danielson Parish Worker 
Pleins - Gerhard Ostrem Station Head 


7. Yoted that 0. Quanrud serve as counsellor for the people of the abandoned sta-. 
tions and send a letter of encouragement to them monthly if possible. 


V1. Property 


1. Voted that a committee of three be elected to study the best location for a 
church in Bogoté and investigate cost of lot and building and bring specific 
recommendations to the Superintendent. 

2. Voted that we go on record as being in favor of buying a missionary residence 
in Bogotdé, such as a duples or tworfamily residence. 

3. Voted that the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for Olqon, Morcek, and Quanrud 
, to constitute the committee for investigation of locntion and cost of lot and 
 puilding a church, 





Be 


4%. Voted thet the same building committee together with Hlizsbeth Heerde and 
Mrs. O. Quanrud make recommendations to superintendent regarding puschnase of 
missionary residence. 


VII. Miscellaneous 


1. Voted thet J. Walla and T. Mendenhall be given the privelege of going home on 
furlough, and thet the length of their furlough be in accordance with time of 
service on the field. 

2. Voted that the necessarv furloughs and temporary replacements for 1951 be 

arranged by the Executive Committee. 

3, Voted that the Mission officers constitute the members of the Corporation and 
that they hold the seme offices in the Corporation as they do in the Mission. 

4, Voted that Dolores Grass be paid $160.00 (pesos) with the suggestion that she 
use that amount toward her brothers first year at the Institute. 

5. Voted that Walla and Mendenhall inquire into conditions for renting Roselino 
Corredor's house in Trinidad and report findings to Executive Committee for 
final decision, 

6. Voted that the secretary be instructed to send condolences to Mrs. Harold 
Olson end children on behalf of the Conference. 

7. Voted thet the secretary be instructed to send greetings to Ostrem in reply 
to letter from him and also to the other missionaries on furlough. 

8. Voted that the "Special Committees" be composed of a chairman and two members 

and that they be elected by the Conference. 

9, Yoted that the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the following slate of 
‘Special Committee" members. 

Liturature - Chairman - Morck Members~ Belva Nerlien, Valborg Torkelson 
Education - Chairman - Joyce Bergh Menfbers- Harold Olson, Olger Quanrad 
Alternate - Bleva Nerlien 
Liturgy - Chairman - Quenrud Members- Ostrem, Morck 
Medical ~- Chairman - Torkelson Members- Heerde, Ostrem 
Furniture -Chairman - Olson Members- Danielson, Phoebe Quanrid 
Blizabeth Heerde —Alternate 


> 


VIII. Biections 
1. Voted that we peninate and vote by ballot. 
2. Morck and Olson nominated for Vice-Superintendent. Morck elected. 
3. Olson nominated for Treasurer and secretary instructed to cast a unenimous 
ballot. 
4, Olson and Ostrem nominated for three year term on Executive Committee. Olson 
elected, : 
5. Morck was elected chairman peo tem due to illness of Superintendent who vacat sc. 
the chair ¥rideay p.m. 
IX. Voted to adjourn. 
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~ BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL « execurive secrerary 


& 425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


January 2, 1951 


Rev. Joseph Walla 
Apartado Aereo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia, 
South America 


Dear Rev. Walla: 


I am enclosing a list and cards that I would like to have the unordained 
missionaries on our mission fields who are citizens of the United States, 
sign and return to us at the earliest possibility. According to my list 
the following should be the ones to sign: 

Elizabeth Heerde, Belva Nerlien, Valborg Torkelson. 


The Social Security Program of our government has just been opened uv to 
unordained missionaries. Members of our church who have studied into the 
matter very seriously have urged that we use this opportunity of entering 
into this program. Cost to be borne by the employee will be deducted 

@ from payments already made to the Pension Fund of our church so that the 
expense to the individual employee will not be increased especially at 
this time. Kindly have the few missionaries concerned sign the paver 
and cards and have them returned to me by return mail if possible. 


We are continuing to think of you and your work and to vray for you daily. 
Realizing the difficulties that you are all facing we know that you need 
special grace and strength from God constantly.. We know also that He is 
able to give those and trust that He will continue to bless you all in 
your labor for His Kingdom. 


Wishing you all a blessed year in 1951. 


Sincerely yours, 


_ | i Ae a_i 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Or. J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. Dr. J. R. Lavik Mr. Arthur Louis, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Or. L. M. Stavig, Crairman Dr. E. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 
Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary Mr. P. M. Onstad Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 





No. 7 Seminary Campus, 
Como & Luther Place, 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
Januery 8, 1951 


Dear Fellow-workers, 


In nothing be anxious; but in every thing by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts ani minds through Christ 
Jesus. Phil. 4:6~7. 


Those verses are very challenging ones to me and at the seme t ime 
so very precious in so many weys thet I wish to pass them on to you now as you 
will be meeting at the Conference where you will have many vitsl matters to 
take up ahd to décide tpon. We greet you all with those two verses. As I 
heve mentioned in earlier letters, we would have liked to be with you at the 
Conference, but as we cannot this year in person we shall be with you in 
prayer right along. 

Though the situation is difficult ami the conditions are as they are 
let us look forward in Jesus name constantly. The cause is Christ's. He has worked 
in seriously difficult times before in different parts of the world at different 
times and ages. He is the same now as then and ever is (Heb. 13:8). Though His 
cause hes suffered so greatly through all ages, yet HE is on the Throne 4nd shall 
stay there. Therefore as long as He gives us some kind of opportunity to do some- 
thing for Him out there in some way somewhere in Jesus name/ we trust Hnd believe 
Him for the posstbility to do it. It may not show up so greatly to us or in our 
presence, and yet it might also do that, but eternity will show it. Thanks be to 
our God who is greater than the apparent impossibilities. I say apparent because 
some times our impossibilities are not imnossibfilities to God, 

We were happy to receive Belva's letter telling of her trip to the 
Plains and also for letters from the Wilches and others from down there where we 
could see how God was working inspite of the difficulties. It made us or gave us 
added longing to get out there sooner. We sijall be happy when July comes when we egain 
can God willing set sail for our land of labor. We feel greatly the. need of the 
Plains and are willing to go back there, so you can feel completely free and at 
liberty to place us down there upon our return. As I mentioned in a previous letter 
we have the possibility of renting Don Rosalino's house in Trinidad for the work. 

I was happy too to hear Joyce say that in @ letter she hed received 
from Hilma she had said that she was willing to go to the Plains to teach. Thanks to 
God that there are those willing to go there for that work. May you also in this 
see what God would want. We pray with you about it. It appears to me that it would 
be good seeing that she indicates her willingness herself first before we talk to 
her about it. It will be important that we try to do what we can with schools there, 
I shell be glad to help with it in whatever way I can as soon as we get out there 
again. 

Another thing which wes mentioned in one of the letters we received 
from the Plains was concerning another young ledy or should I say girl, who has 
indicated for some time that she would like to coms to the Institute. It is Rosa 
Marf{n. I believe definitely that we should do something about it to make it possi- 
ble for her to come this year. Gerardo says that she is progressing well end is 
consagrada. I know that we have something sbout not giving help from the Institute 
to first yeardg students. But would there be anything out of the wey if we mention 


her to interested people here that they could help her financially? hink the 
would be pleasing to God. She needs it the work feeds itn yoheit gidatd sa ae 
Let us press on for Colombia as long 4s there is @ possibility to stay in the land. 
If we should be forced out later, well, we will not cross that bridge ungil then, 


God bless you 4ll in Jesus name. Again greetings to all. Your soon’) net 





~ #OARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


@ OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH ROLF A. SYRDAL - executive secretary 


425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


January 18, 1951. 


Rev. Theodore Mendenhall 

Apartado 4980 

Bagota, Golombia 

South America AIR MAIL 


Dear Rey. Mendenhall: 


We are enclosing the I Quarter Paylist for 1951. Please note that we 
are basing this budget on the presentation of your Conference placed 
before the Board at its October meeting and approved at that meeting, 
Included in this budget is the Institute which will most likely be car- 
ried this year also by the i. D.R. of our Ghurch, Rather than waiting 
for the money from the L.D.R., we are advancing funds now to be repaid 
to us at such time as the L,D.2, makes its payment, 


We are basing payments on 3 pesos to U.S. $1.00, We have not been in- 
formed that there has been any change in exchange rate, Please keep 
@ us informed if there is any change one way or the other. 


Please note deduction for books sent to Morck, These should be subracted 
from the regular budget allowance for literature or from the special gift 
of $1500.00 remitted by the W.M.F. for the purpose of tfanslation and 
publication of the Life of Martin Luther. 


Please note that Private Contributions No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 11 and 15 are 
deducted as béing a duplicate of items already contained in the station 
budget, We, therefore, consider that these gifts were included in the 
payment made for the Station Budget. We are, however, mentioning them 
separately so that due credit can be given to the donors, 


We have had inquiry from missionaries con erning tuition for their chil- 
dren. No money is being sent out separately for this purpose as we note 
you have budgetted for it in the budget proposal presented to our Board 
and accepted in October, Please note further that missionaries children 
should be educated and that expense of tuition be paid by the Mission 
beginning when the child 1s 7 years of age, 


We are still waiting for Minutes of the Conference recently held in 
Colombia, I have had a couple of letters since the Conference closed 
referring to certain actions taken, Such letters rather tease us along 
and stir our curiosity, I imagine we will have a full report in a few 








days. 
@ Wishing you God's continued blessing 
: Sincere a 
rasinh 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN aes — 
Or, J. A. Aasgaard, President of E.L.C. Dr. J. R. Lavik en Arthur is, Assistant Recording Secretary 
Or. L. M. Stavig, Chairman Dr. £. M. Hegge Rev. A. S. Burgess, Director of Mission Education 


Rev. C. M. Hanson, Recording Secretary Mr. P.M. Onstad Rev. A. W. Haugan, Field Representative 
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. SOUTH AMERICA 
I QUARTER -—- 
Salaries . . 2. 2. 2 we se oe 1/&% of $12,125.00... 6 6 1 we ee + $3,031.25 


Plus: ; . ‘ 
Joyce Bergh - 1 month salary in IV Qtr. paid on field | gy 20a 
131.25 
Lees: 
Bilis Paid at Home e a e e e e e e s e e e 3 e . e e e . > ° e . ¥ 1, 


Balance Salaries», . . . $2,779.46 
Station Budget for 1951 - Pesos 65,620.00, cr § U.S. $21,873.00 
Station Budget for I Quarter - 1/4 of $21,873.00, or $5,468.25 


Less? 
Arnfeld C, Morck . 
Augsburg Publ, House ; $1.50 
(Infant Baptism & Adult Conversion) 
The Copyright Law ; - 5.50 
. For following books sent to So, America . 
"This is Lathe 3.50 : 
"Life & Times of Nartin Luther" 2.55 : 
eS © Tia & 


Balance Stations... . . _$5,455,30_ 
$8,234.76 
Pius Private Contributions: 
1, Support of native worker by Rev. Orville 6. Hiepler, Tenitted 
by Rev. ¥, H, Andersen, Euthton, Mim, .........-22-0% re 25,00 
2. Support of native worker by Willing Workers Society, remitted 
by Oscar Hovland, Epping, N. Dak, . 2... 2 ee ee ee we te wt, 90,00 
3, Support of native worker by Ladies Aid, remitted by Oscar 
sr gg oc ha eng POR ee pee grea ret ck Pe eo. 2 &#& @ @ @ 90,00 
ort of teacher South America by Great Falls Cireult 
ie ae Mrs, Francis B, Leary, Smburst, Mont. .,.... 115,00 
5, Christmas gift for Elle Heerde by Calvary Iuth, ‘Ladies Aid, 
remitted by Mrs, Harold Ekdahl, 1615 - 26th Ave., Molige, T1l,..... 415,00 
6. Christmas gift for missionaries in South America, remitted by 
Rev. H, A, Oerke, 3212 W. Lapham St., Milwaukee 15, Wis. by Mission 
BOCIAEY gee ook eke by fs i ek es hw OOO 
7. Translation and publication of Life of Martin Juther, remitted 
by Women's Missionary Federation, 57 S. 4th St., Minneapolis, Mim, § 1,500,00 
8, Mission Circle No, 6 for Colombia Mission Scholarship , remit- a 
ted by Vance Torgerson, Adams, Minn, . . 2... 0 eee ee ee te wg ew) 75200 
9. For Rev, and Mrs, Aynfeld Morck $5,00; for Helen Danielson $5,00 
from Ruth Sampson, remitted by Miss Caroline Laugman, 505 College Ave,, 
Otte ge atest) Gt wa a te: ae te eee Ne tos ae Ge Gi uae Gr, LO G00 
10, Christmas gift for Belva Nerlien by Mission Society, 1st Luth, 
Gong., remitted by R. M. Olson, 913 Grand Ave, E,, Eau Claire, Wis. 15.00 


-2- 


ll, Sunday School for support of nati South America 


formerly Gerardo Wilches, remitted by Ure, Ardell Hansdahle, Hox 533, 

Beresford, &, Dak, . ce eo ww oe 0 $222,96 
12, Circle Ho. 6, Little Cedar Cine ; remitted by Vance iain 

Adans, Minn, for Scholarships @ @.0@ © © © @ © © © @ @ : 30,00 
13. For South America for f. Danis "Oo a Brod 

head, Wis., remitted by Rev. Gerhard ard Ontren, meee Gampus, Como 

Ave. ‘& Inther Place, St, Paul 8, oe @ @ oe 8 5.75 

, Christmas gift for Rev, mae Olson from @, "gabrielsen, 1312 - 

Yea i's Hontad neem tee oe 6 + « 10,00 

15, For ative by x. ig ‘& Clarence Lind, renitted 


W Wee,"% hind, Denaldaen, RitRs snes ee eee vr eo @ 8 @,8 125,00 
or Belva Nerlien by Sunday School, ist Luth, 
Gong. , rent tted be by Miss Arline Rude, 1005 Oxford Ave., Bau Claire, Wis. 15.00 


$10,598.47 
Less: Private GSontributions as follows: 
No. 1 $25, 

2 90,00 

3 90,00 

4 115,00 

11 222.96 
15 125,00 66 

$ 9,930.51 


Hinnespolis, Minn, 
Jan, 18, 1951, 


Rev, Mendenhall ate 


P.S, Deposit of this paylist will be made about the 10th of February. 
R,4.5, 





SOUTH AMERICA 
I QUARTER ~ 1952 


BILLS PAID AT HOME 


Heerde, Elizabeth . no 
Pension Fund Dues Z Quarter 


Mrs, Donald Bischoff - I Qtr. 
Mendenhall, Theo 

Pension Fund Dues ; 

Iuth. Brotherhood Paid 12-19-50 
Nerlien, Belva 

Pension Fund Dues 


Olgon, Harold ; 
imth, Mutual Life Ins. Go, 
Miriam $31.50 
Paul 29.19 
Olzer 


Pension Fumd Dues 


Torkelgson, Valborg 
Pension Fund Dues ~ T Qtr, 


Walla, Jos, 
- Pension Fund Dues 
Ministers Life & Gasualty Union Paid 12-13-50 
lath. Brotherhood * 12-13-50 








Name 
Hoerde, Hlizabeth 
Mendenhall, Theo, 
Werlien, Belya 
Olson, Harold « 
Quanrud, Olger 


Torkelson, ¥Wdorg . 


Walla, Jos, 
Superintendent 
Treasurer 


Secretary , 


SOUTH AMERICA ~ 1951 





Child 
Su Total 
$1350 $1350 
2000 300 2300 
1200 1200 
1450 1450 
2300 100 2400 
1200 1200 
2000 2000 
100 100 
100 100 
25 25 
$400 $12,125 


ipartado Aéreo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia 
Jan. 26, 1951 


Dr. R. A. Syrdal 
425 South Sth Street 
¥inneapolis 15, Minnesota 
Dear Dr. Syrdal: Greetings in Jesus’ Name. 
After two weeks in bed with the mumps I am finally back 
on my feet. TI seem to have escaped any complications so 
within a few days I should be back to normal. The material 
from the conference has of course been delayed because of 
it. ‘“endenhell has mailed you a copy of the minutes and 
of the revised budget at ny request, ‘within the very next 
few deye I hope to have mailed to you the varicsus reports 
from the conference and some explanations of the minutes 
and the revised proposed budget. 

=nclosed you will find the paper and cards fillec 
out es requested for the three cirls who will be under 
the Sociel Security Frogran. They all three ask thet 
you fill in their mailing addresses according to your 
dudmement. 

Sincerest creetings, 


f 


Je Lb. Walla 





Apartado Aéreo 4980 
Bogota, Colombia 
Jan. 27, 1951 

The Joint Boards of the ELC and the UELC 

425 South 4th Street 

Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 


Dear Board Members: 


Greetings in Jesus' Name from all the members of our mission here in 
Colombia. 


The Twelfth Annual Conference of CELMOSA was held from Jan. 9-14 here 
in Bogotaé. Besides handling the necessary items of business and laying 
plans for the work for this new year we made it a time of spiritual 
fellowship and feasting. We dedicated each morning to a Bible study 
and prayer service, using the book of Colossians as a basis for our 
studies. The Lord was gracious and blessed us richly, and gave us 
oneness of mind in our conference deliberations. 


Many of the items in the minutes will need no comment but others I 
shall try to clarify with some explanations. 


TII. Education: 


1. We are still facing the problem that we tried to solve last year, 
that of training for some of our young men. The conference defin- 
x. itely believes, and I don't think anyone else would deny it, that 
“  4f we are to carry on at all in Colombia and if we are going to use 
national workers at all, we must prepare national pastors. And even 
if we were to withdraw, of which there is no intention at the present, 
we ought to leave some well trained workers qualified to carry on. 

we see only three possible ways of providing such needed training: . 
a) Establish here a seminary of our own. b) Provide some part-time 
theological study. c) Send the men to a good established Lutheran 
seminary. The first possibility, our proposal last year,.was pretty 
well eliminated by such objections as the cost and the questionable 
wisdom of employing one or two missionaries full-time for the training 
of three or four men; and the lack of a qualified missionary among 
us to head up such a work. I believe these objections still stand 
and we now face othersproblems that make such a proposal practically 
impossible. Because some have gone into other work we now have only 
two men to consider as candidates for theol. training. Because of 
the reduction in the missionary staff there will be no one that can 
devote full-time to such work. 

The second possibility is one of these "here a little, there a 
little" propositions that never satisfactorily meets the need. The 
poorly qualified teacher would be less qualified because of having to 
divide time and attention on several assignments. To provide an 
adequate theol. training by such a means would take from four to six 
years. During that length of time the students would be of little 
service to the mission except on a part-time basis here in Bogotaé 
while studying, and during vacations when they could go to other 
parts of the field. At the end of that time would we feel satisfied 
that they had been given a zo00d treological training? ea 
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The third possibility is the one which we unanimously feel would 
best meet the need. In the shortest possible time, and without tying 
up missionary personnel in such work, the men would be given a complete 
seminary course in an established and thoroughly Lutheran school under 
competent professors. The cost may be considerable, the travel for 
the two families and their support while down there, but it should not 
be insurmountable an@& should be worth being made a special project 
at home. I know there sme objections here also. There is the danger 
of spoiling the boys by sending them abroad, but there ie considerably 
less danger in sending them to. one of the other Latin American 
countries than in sending them to the States. It should have a whole- 
some and broadening effect upon them to study in a progressive and 
enlightened country like Argentina while still being Spanish. There 
is also the possibility of an unfavorable reaction on the part of the 
boys to the more liturgical or high churchly emphasis in a Missouri 
Synod school. I think that problem would have to be faced in any 
established Lutheran seminary to a greater or lesser degree, because 
of the reformed and unliturgical influence which is the background of 
our field. If the boys could take it, and I think they could with 
the proper help and counsel, they would come back thoroughly Lutheran 
with a much needed influence and emphasis for our field. 

There is another Lutheran seminary in Argentina, the U.L.C. I think, 
but Olson and Morck recommended the Missouri Synod school from the 
impressions they received on their trip, at which time they visited 
both schools. We are now waiting for information as to the cost, 
entrance requirements, time of registration, school year, courses, etc. 
They should be here any day now, and we will then try to get it into 
your hands before the board meets. 


2. Both these men have worked in the mission between two and three years 


and have proved themselves. They are cousins. Both have studtied in 
our institute. Gerardo has worked in the plains the past two yeurs 
and I believe Ostrem would recommend him highly. Pausanias worked 

in Parpa a few months, and in Bogotd since the fall of 1949. He is 
scholarly and spiritual and always brings a good message. He has 
expressed interest in teaching and we consider him as a good prospect 
for a future teacher in the institute. Though he does not have the 
“bachillerato" (secondary school) we feel he is self-taught to at 
least that extent. Gerardo is not as much of a student but has good 
possibilities as a pastor. His sermons are good, with "meat" on them, 
and he has a good delivery., 


3. There is no provision for sagebtion in the budget, so it would 


necessarily have to be extra-budget, and should make an appealing 
and successful project. j ; 


4ey 5 


6. Ideally this should be handled by a committee of station heads, but 


under the present situation with no resident missionary in the places 
from where the students come who would xnow the economic status of 
each student, it has seemed wisest to delegate that authority to 

the faculty. 


7. we have requests from our people there to give them schools, but we 


are faced with a situation that is still unsettled and delicate, in 
addition to the fact that we cannot lawfully have schools there 
pecause of the Concordat which defines it as exclusive Catholic 
mission territory. 


8. This will be an attempt to open another avenue of service here in 


Bogota, but with the prospects not very good for approval from the 
authorities. 


9. Because of -the many questions and uncertainties relative to Mri 


Muller's case past proposals to give hin some instrikction have not 
materialized. The slightest hint of such a proposal has immediately 
suggested to him ordination and the full status of a foreign missionary 
Since we have not known from one <¢ix-month period to the next when 3 
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our relations with him might terminate we have almost deliberately 
tried to avoid any encouragement to his thinking along that line -- 
since the first blunder was made in our negotiations with him. But 
@ of course it has not solved his problem. He is trying to establish 
and conduct a Lutheran work because that is what both he and his 
people want. They accept and consider him as Lutheran, but of course 
his training and ordination is Presbyterian. Serving and being 
considered Lutheran but not having authorization from any Lutheran 
body is a personal problem to him, and I think understandably so. 
Our giving him instruction would be good but would not alone solve 
his problem. Would it be possible on the part of the church at home 
or that of the conference to license him after having given him 
some instruction? That would give him approval and recognition in 
his administration of the sacraments, and still would not. obligate 
us to him in the sense that ordination would, at least until such a 
time as we might be ready to assume further obligations in our rela- 
tionship with him. 
IV. Finance: 

le, 2., 36, 4. These involve transfers from funds which had balances 
to certain funds in which there were small deficits, as you will 
see from the financial report as submitted by Mendenhall. 

5., 6. These refer to the actions taken with regard to gifts, in the 
Exec. Comm. meeting of Jan. 9th, the minutes of which are enclosed. 

7. In previous years the station books have not been audited, but we 
feel that they should be just as well as those of the treasurer and 
the institute. 

@. These are funds raised by the Acnene cation in Duitama while it was 
active, and were designated for the purchase of an evangelical 
cemetery. As yet we do not feel that we have the right to divert 

& these funds to any other use than that for which the congregation 
designated them. 

9. This we feel necessary because of the riding cost of living here in 
the city. The raise is from the previous scale of $160 pesos, but 
will requir that they pay their own water and light, that may vary 
from $5 to #8 pesos per month. We have paid their water and light 
previously. It will therefore nean a net increase of from $17 to | 
$20 pesos per month. 

10. Some changes have been made in the proposed budget which we submitted 
in October. Aside from some slight reductions or increases in certain 
funds, the large reductions were made in the Plains' evangelist fund, 
the Bogoté rent fund, the medical fund and the literature translation 
fund of which none was used last year. The Tunja Pie meee fund was 
raised considerably and house rent for “orck in Medellin was added as 
a special budget. Subtracting funds on hand it leaves a total amount 
needed of $62,260.00 pesos, which is $3,360.00 pesos less than the 
proposed budget which was approved in Sctober. 

11. The dollar market opened for the year at about 3.00 pesos to the 
dollar, but our January salary check brought only 2.95. Since then 
the market has been hovering between 2.80 and 2.85. The conference 
requested 2.95 at the time it met, but in view of the trend since that 
time I believe that it would be safer and more realistic to set the 
rate at 2.80 pesos to the dollar. There will also need to be made 
some compensation thadéhis next quarter's remittance since the budget 
for this first quarter was deposited at the rate of 3.00 pesos to 
the dollar which we are not able to realize when we sell it. 

@ V. Evangelism: 

1. It is the decided opinion of the sonteretos thet a serious investi- 
gation should be made in an attempt to find another or other openings 
in Latin America for our mission in addition to the present work in 
Colombia. In addition to the almost impossibility of getting new 
missionaries into Colonbia now, our work is hardly a challenge to ,,, 
new candidates. Neither ¢éoen the present work continue to stinulate 
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sufficient interest among the supporting friends at home. In view 
of this we believe it would be wise to seek other openings. We are 
not in a position at present to know what openings there may be, but 
it was suggested that there may be a possibility of cooperating in 

& the propoded National Lutheran Council venture in Venezuela. Someone 
also said there is a Lutheran work among Germans in Chile that might 
offer an opening to mission work among the Spanish speaking people. 
Then there is also the American Lutheran work in Texas. 

If only one opening were found having real opportunities, our 

Latin Americam program could be pushed. It would make it possible 
to shift personnel and emmphasis as the need or situation would 
dictate without the problem of language barrier or even of much expense 
It is no doubt too early to think in terms of dropping our work here 
in view of the responsibility that we have assumed and since we have 
still not been forced out of the country, but our efforts are pretty 
much limited and will perhaps be more limited as time goes on. Exten- 
ding to some other field in Latin America would take up the lag that 
there may be in the interest for Colombia at present and would avoid 
the inevitable let-down that would occur if the work were dropped 
entirely. 

Qe, 3. -- 

4, As Mendenhall has already explained to you in his letter of a few 
days ago, and as you see by conference decision #1 under Miscellaneous, 
it was voted that the Mendenhalls and the Wallas be permitted to go 
home shortly as they requested. Although we both have expressed that 
we feel that this is the termination of our relations with the mission, 
and that was frankly atated to the conference, it was voted that we 
be granted furloughs in accordance with the time of our service on 
the field. It was gracious on the part of the conference and is 

© deeply appreciated on our part, because it will still give us the 
opportunity to reconsider our personal decisions if the Lord should 
so lead. Since neither of us has seen the Plains and that very inter- 
esting part of our work it was suggested that we make a trip there 
together with one of the national workers before we prepare to leave 
for the States. Yesterday we were denied a safe conduct from the 
army here in Bogotdé to make the trip but to-day we are going to an- 
other city to try. We were frankly told that as Protestant workers 
we are not wanted down there and that the situation there at present 
is very delicate so that no one is being granted safe conducts. 
Without such we are subject to arrest and are risking our lives. If 
we can go we hope to spend from four to eight weeks traveling. 

5. Morek has already written about the trip which he and I made to 
Medellf{n in December and the interest which he has personally felt in 
going there to carry on his literature work. If he is to devote hie 
time entirely to literature work there seems to be no particular reason 
why he should be here in Bogota. The boys with whom Knutson has been 
working present a challenge. He is not able to lead them very far 
because of knowing very little Spanish, and they are not finding a 
church home it seems. Morcek would not make an effort to start a 
church work in Medellin, but he would conduct a Bible study and have 
dhscussions with the boys. They also present possibilities as help in 

: translation and criticism of literature. 
os Te --- 

VI. Property: 
1. We are back to this need also, that if we are to continue in Bogoté 
6 and if we hope to see the work grow, a church building is a must. 

we are all convinced of that. Our own people that have come in to 
Bogot4 from our outlying districts are going to the Presbyterians 
or the Baptiste. There are various contributing factors, such as the 
reformed inf.uence among our people, but more than that, a church 
building has an appeal to thése people and I feel that they are a 


oF 


little dubious about a nission that doesn't build and take on a 
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more permanent aspect. They half expect us to pick up and leave any 

day since we are not willin o establish ourselves. The first move 

would be to investigate well’,location, cost and possibility of 
building. 

2. This is somewhat related to the previous action, but it is more a 
measure of economy. In a relatively short time we are paying out in 
rental more than the cost of purchasing a house. We have quite a lot 
of money on hand from the sale of property and it would seem wise to 
invest it in the purchase of residences for about two families. We 
neve in mind something like a duplex or twin houses. 

Diary Ce 

VII. Miscellaneous: 

1. If we are able to make our proposed trip to the Plains we would expect 
to be ready to leave Colombia sore time in April. If we cannot make 
the trip we would be ready to leave by the first of March or shortly 
after. 

Qe rts 

3. The Corporation has been almost self-propagating up until now in 
that there has been no designated term of office, and vacancies that 
have arisen have been filled by election of the Corporation. Thus 
it has really not been subject to the conference. In this way each 
three years when there is election of conference officers, the same 
will automatically constitute the corporetion officers. 

4, She.was asked to stay out of the Institute this past year in order 
to teach a school in the Plains. Time went on but the situation there 
would not permit establishing the proposed school, and consequently 
the yearvwas wasted as far as she was concerned. There was no contract 
so she has no claim to salary, but it was felt that she should have 
some remuneration for the time lost. Her brother wants to come to the 
Institute but lacks the means, so the suggestion was made that in 
receiving the money she use it for her brother's study at the Institute 

5. If a missionary can establish in the Plains again, Trinidad would 
be the logical center. ‘“r. Corredor has a desirable house and has 
informed #H4# Ostrem that he would like to rent it to the mission. 

6.3 ‘Ces Bes 9. pica 

VIII. Elections: 
leyeig eps y Os Se 


Exec. Comm. Meeting of Jan. 9, 1951 


I believe all these items are self-explanatory. 


In a separate letter I am mailing copies of the various 
financial and station reports given at the conference. 


Sincere ly yours in Christ, 


J. L. Walla 





CORBORAC ION EVANGELICA ANDINA 


January 29-4 1951 


The Corporacién meeting was called to order by the president, Harold Le Olson. 

The following members were present: Theodore L. Mendenhall, Olger Quenrud. 

Olger Quanrud was named secretary of the meeting in the absence of Belva 
Nerlien, secrctary of the Corporacion. 

Arnfeld C. Morck was elected member of he Corporacién. 

The resignation of Theodore Le Mendenhall as member of tho Corporacién wes 
accepted. ; 

It was voted to approve the sale of roof tile from the house in Parpa as 
arranged previously by the President. 


Harold Le Olson was named to act as treasuror of the Corporecién. 
Tho mecting was adjourned. : 


February 5, 1951, A.M. 
The Geteteoenc was callcd to order bythe president, Harold L. Olson. 
The following members were prosont: Morck, Olson, Quanrud. 
Olger Quanrud was namod scerctary of the mooting since Bolva Norlion was absont. 
Harold Olson was authorized to draw chocks against the account in The Royal 
Bank of Canada. 


‘The mocting was adjournod. 


February 5, 1951, P.M. 

Tho Corporacién was called to order by the president, Herold L. Olson. 

Prosent woro the following membcrsat Olson, Quanrud, Morck, Nerlicn. 

The resignation of Harold Le Olson as president was acccoptcd. : 

Arnfold C. Morck was olccted prosident of the Corporacién. 

Harold Le Olson was clected treasurer of the Corporacién. 

The resignation of Bolva Norlicn as scerctary was accoptcd. 

Olger Quenrud-was clocted scerctary of the Corporacién. 

The presidont, Arnfold C. Morck, was authorizod to sign checks against the 
account in The Roayal Bank of Canada. 

Arnfcld C. Morck was also authorized to rent the rouee "Los Cimarroncs"™ in 
the municipality of Socotd. 

Arnfeld C. Morck wes authorized to @rrange with Theodore Le Mendenhall the 
mattors relative to the Mondenhall house in Chiscas. 


Tho mccting was adjourncd. 





@ Maren 19,1952 
Meeting called to order by anving Supt-.Morck 


“emavangelism - 
i.Voted that if the Mission Board has no plans of taking on Herman 
Muller as full time worker that in light of our conversation ‘ 
with Pastor Arbaugh and the present plans of the National 
Lutheran Council in South America we recommend that Mr.Muller 
be released for work under said Council,and at the same time > 
we stress the importance of his continuing the fine work he is 
doing among Germans in Bogota& and Cali. 
2.Voted that in response to Pastor Arbough's desire for our good 
will in ths_matter and his expression of need for pastors 
versed in Spanish we suggest that pastors whose return to the 
field may be unlikely because of present conditions;be con- 
Sidered for service under the National Lutheran Council for 
a-term or more depending on developments in Colombia. 


"I.Finance~ 
I.Voted that we appropriate $100.00 U.S.per family for furniture 
and household equipment to Pausanias and Gerardo Wilches for 
their use while studying in Argentina,that they be allowed 
a monthly minimum of $40.00 U.S. per family;these funds togethe 
with the I000 Argentine pesos (about $70.00 U.&.)a month for 
--house rent be administered by Prof. Lange of Concordia Seminary 
@ in whose mame the house is rented. 
2eVoted that in view of the present low exchange that pesos on 
hand in the different funds be used instead 2f changing dollars. 
3.Voted that- . 
Ist.quarter gift No.4 be designated as support for 
Letiéia Corzo in Tunja.e © _ 
Ist. quarter gift No.I&II be designated for support of 
Pausanias and Gerards Wilches,. : 
Ist. quartwe: gift Ns.2,3,15 for support of Process Mora 
; as evangelist. 
4.Voted that the following amounts be allowed for furniture for 
the Morck family in Medellfn:- ae 


Buffet---—-—— eae ne nen ee #227 T58°RE5 95 
2 Dining room chairs--------- 44 498 Pesos 
I Wardrobe or chest of drawers I00 pesos 

Study chair-~-----~-~--------- 20 pesos 
I couch,2 chairs to match-~-~~-Z75 pesos 


Total--485 pesos 
5. Voted that since at least 50 Lutheran Hour Spanish Byoadcast 
Recordings are available for use in Tunja,we buy with funds 
available a record player for said Station. 
6.Voted that Berta Higuera be paid 40 pesas for teaching school 
in the Plains. bags a: 


Meeting adjourned. 








CELMOSA SPECIAL CONFERENCE 
Bogota, Aug.23-25,1951 


Meeting called to order by acting Supt.A.C-Morck. 
All members present. 

Devotions and comments by Dr.Syrdal.-: 

A request was made by Dr.Syrdal for an annual report 
by each individually called missionary to be sent to 
the Home Board, 


I.Evangelism 

(a)Voted that the Executive Committee decision on the 
Wilches boys going to Bolivia to work stand. 

(b)Voted that a thorough investigation be made as to 
Barrio work in Begotd to determine where the great- 
est need and oportunity,this investigation to be 
made by Ostrem in conference with the Bogota staff. 

(c)Voted that whereas the Board has taken no action 
on assuming responsibility forsuypri Cf the" work * 
within the Scandinavian Colony in Bogota and whereas 
the Conterenc’ is convinced of the need of addit< 
fonal personal that Walla be placed in La Pepita 
or other Parrio work in Bogota with the possibility 
of part time work in the Scandinavian Colony. 

(dVoted thatVirginia Antonsen be placed as matron 

( and teacher in the Bible Institute for the coming 
year. 

(e)Voted that Joyce Bergh be placed in the Institute 
as teacher for the coming year,and that her work 
up to the opening of the Institute be arranged .by 
the Ex,Com. 


9 eget orn 


II .Finance | 

(a)Voted that we temporariky suspend toe Agstriction 
on the first year scholarshirs in the Piple Inst tute 
due to the present impossibility of adhering to & 
the rotation plan and that the Ex.Com. together 
with the Institute Faculty administer such 
scholarships. 

(f)Voted that we endeavor to losate a lot between 
Calle 40 and 60,and Carreras 7 and I4 for the 
building of a church in Bogota. 

{c)Voted that we request the Board for the sum of 
25 to 35 thousand dollars for the purchase of the 
lot under consideration,for the building of a 
church in Bogoté., 

(d)Voted that the Mission provide one-half of the. . 
rent of a building for a Youth Center in Medellin 
and bBhe utilities incidental to the Youth Center, 
also make available up to #1000.00(pesos) for 
equipment, 

(e)Voted that Valborg Torkelson and Ostrem serve 39. 
a committee to investigate the costs and poss/- 
bilities of a Clinic in Bogota. . 


III.Misc,. 

(a)Voted that Morck and Quanrud serve as a committe 
to get the basic facts to present to the NationZ 
Lutheran Council as to the Co-ordination of all 
Lutheran work in Colomoia. 


Meeting adjourned 


Dic. §& 1951 


La Corporacién Evangélica Andina fue convocada en 
sesién el 5 de Dicede I95I por el presidente . eS 
Arnfeld C.Morck,estando presente los siguentssi- 
Harold L. Olson,Olger Quanrud,;Arnfeld C -MorcKke 


Se acordd autorizar el presidente Arnfeld C.Morck de 
firmar el contrato por medio del cual la Corporacian 
Evangélica Andina promete comprar la finca on Garrera 13 
entre Galles 55 y 56 en Bogota y tambien para firmar el 
aig de la compra de dicha finca (numero de 1a finca 

= e 

Fue aceptada la renuncia de la Sefiorita Belva Nerlisene 

Fue nombrado miembro de le Corporacién el Sefior Gerhard 
Ostrem y acepté el nombramiento. 


La sesién se ai6d por terminada. 






ger Quanru 
Secretario 


pant A TS memanenanae 


Dollar Account 
Nov. 31, 1950 - Jan. 7, 1952 


& Receipts © Disbursements 

Balance on hand, Nov. 31 9157.86 

Deposite 67429 .04 

Muller 293085 
Salaries 10155.49 
Budget 143562.51 
Gifts 388.09 
Travel (Nerlien) 50.00 


Wilches 11.16 
Totals 76586.90 1598.10 
Balance on Hand, Jan. 7 “abe o 


Summary of Balances 
Balance on hand, Jane 7 45188.80 


Funde ¢: 

For property 33000.00 
Station Wagon 2500.00 
Property (pesos reverted ) 5503.69 
Institute equipment 2000.00 
Inetitute (pesos reverted) 1000.60 

Unused gifts; 

© All on list, report for 
1950, minus 3rd #5, 
Ath #8 1355033 
1951 - 

let qt. #7 1500.00 
2nd #1 65.00 
Sra if 33.40 
#3 60.00 
#5 60.32 
Ath 6 5-00 
#6 42.68 

9 





25.00 
Miscelaneous ae 85 
1 e s 





. Herman Muller Account 





Due from Miseion Board for half support Sept. 1, 1950 
to Kerch 1, Wl ---- e-em ee ee eH OG 
half Merch 1, 1951 to Sept. 1, 1951 wee ene nee e = = 91 


Draft eent from LWP to cur office, April 1951, 
not deposited to our account --<---- - < ~ wwe = = = 1000.00 


Due from the Me Ls Council, 
salary and rent, Sept. 1, 1951 to Jane 51, 1952 - - = - = 1266.00 


Medical expenses - =~ = -~-- —---- — - — ~~ a eae : 


However, since there are 9, 180.07 budget funda unused for 1951 
the first two items can be used up from that fund. But the 
draft from the L¥F should be deposited to our account, and 
the moneys due fron the NIC when they are received so that we 
can have that money for other purposed. 


Wilches account 
Travel 1350.00 
Equip. Allowances 100.00 
Other travel 81.16 
Bolivia travel 220.00 
Purniture 50.00 
Rent 550.00 
Support 720.00 
Tuition 56.00 
Paid for 1952s 
Rent 150.00 
Saleries 240.00 
ll. 


Since there is the umused budget of 8,180.07 this sum can be 
aseimilated by that amount and there will be no deficit 
on this project. 


CELHOSA BUDGET 1952 





Pome et ee ern ee ee ee nats 
Rent & 
4,800}00|,__5,000.00| 500.00 _|__ 28,700.00 
ee lee eo 
teacher T1, 300.00 £1,000.00 6,000.00 
Lite & 200.00] L4b100.60 erection ss ee, 
Supplies Proe.10.00}] | Lit50400} Lit 50.00 Lite25-00 60.00 


Tel & Tel. 





Poste & Sta. 





Miecel. 


Furne Reple 


Hise. Special 
Misee Specis 


’ 
CF 
C2 
oad < 
FE i @ 
s tne 
. co 





& 


Special Budget Wilekee (Dollars) Oliverio Mors 

Ene rsency 2,900.00 Rent piecerse ©) 
Vacation & F 2,560.00 Support 966.06 240,00 

- Supte Travel 406.00 Tuition 60200 50a 
Mise. Ch. sché,000.00 Travel 100.90 556.00 
Jeep 700.90 Emergency 150.00 20.00 
Student Center 2020 00 

- Neat 5,000.00 

- Utilities S00 00 

- #squipme 1,000.00 Regular Dud get 424970200 
Tunja Reme 2? 70.00 Special. Budget 17,570.00 


: 


l7, 570.00 60, 200 


CELMOSA SPECIAL CONFERENCE 
Bogota, Colombia, January 30, 1952 
The Conference was called to order by Supt. AO. Morck 
@ ‘Devotions led by Pastors Quanrud and Ostret. 
Greeting read from Madagascar mission and Secretary instructed to acknowledge samée 


Z. Reportsas Report heard from the Jeep Committee. 
II. Finance : 
A. Voted that the Executive Committee be authorized to purchase a panel truck to be 


converted into a carry-all, provided the remodeled job is satisfactory. 


Be Voted that the gift money available from the WMF for a station wagon, plus the 
sales price of the Jeep, be used for the purchase of the panel truck. 


CG. Voted that we adopt Dre Langebeck's Froject No. 1, which includes the building 
of a two-story residence, also the repairing and remodeling of the present 
buildings on lot, all at the estimated cost of 18 to 1° thousand pesos. 


_ De Voted that the approximate sum of $10,000 pesos from the sale of the small house 
in Duitama, plus the dollars on hand in building fund, be used for Project Nowle 


~ Ee Voted that we adopt floor plan II of church with possible minor changes. 
Fe Voted that we adopt clevation plan A of church with double stairway from streéte 


Ge Voted that we approve the basement plan with possizle changes, «uch as putting 
kitchen and extra stairway in the back rather than in the front. 


He Voted that we present to the Board Dr. Langebeck's estimate of building costs 
& L of church (approximately 90 thousand pesos}. 


I. Voted that the furnishings of church, incl. organ, be wade a special projecte 


Je Voted that we recommend to the Board the purchase of present Institute property 
Js provided the price does not exceed 60,000 pesos. 


K. Voted that we authorize improvements in the house in Tunja according to speci- 
fications prescnted to Conference, including installation of hot water and 
another bathroom, improving thc kitchen and the thrce other rooms mentioned 
(estimated cost, 5100 pesos). 


Le Voted that the $500 doliars gift, Item I, II Q, 1950, be used toward the 
improvements in Tunjae 


Mh. Voted that in answer to the request of the Glasgow Circuit, Rocky tite Diste, 
for some project to support, we suggcst the sponsoring of the printing of ir. 
Hallcsby's "Infant Baptism and Adult Sonversion" (approxe cost $400 dollars). 


Ne Voted that the money needed for a refrigerator and chapel furniturc in inedellin 
be taken out of unused budget for 1951. 


O» Voted that Hugo iartincz of Tunja be given a heavier teaching load in the 
Institute and that his remuncration be 3160 pesos a month. 


III. Education 
Ae Voted that we give one-half registration fee and one-half tuition at the 
& Colegio Americano for isanucl Fércz for the currcnt ycar (approximately 160 pesos) 
and that this be made a project at home. 


Be Voted that if iaximo jJilches does not acecpt the onc-half scholarship offcred 
him in the Institute, it be given to his sistcr Berta for this yceare 


Voted to adjourn. 











Anartade Aérec 1482 
Madellin, Cclonbia 
February 2, 195? 


Pasters R.A. Syrcal and K.R. Jensen 
Jeint Poara cf Forsign Missions 
425 Setth Fourth Street 
Minnennelis°15, Minnesota: 


Dear Pastors Syrdal and Jensen, 


Enelc¢sed. ara Engineer Langeteck's estimates, an* the minutes cf Cealmosa Special Con- 
ference, Jamary 30, with the following cenmente: 


It Finance, A 22 ‘= The panel truck is mech cheaper than the yastenger models because 
of less.duty and importation restrictions (as mich as four the: isanid peses cr some 
mates): focal oe builders are ™tting windess and seate in many et them, 


Il Finance,-C &D*- Quanrnud will airmail te Dr. Syrdéal the floor wlans cf this ccm 
striction and remodeling, as vel} as th: architect's fleer =tans fer church, and 
drawing of same. We have decided in fever ef Preseat Nc. 2, men Ir. Langebecks's 
advice ant because it pives us rdeme of CO dezree ansles, ag tell as windews on beth 
fees, As Tir. Langebeck statec, it vas tha criginal intenticn te budld only the 
first floer of the new gtmicture at this time. Hewever, the additional cost cf 
ade. ing the secon’ ftcer if done at the sane time is nct zreat. Aise, in the mreba- 
bility cf ne basement in the church, ‘the seecnd story cf the reeifanece vont b: 
neate? se ns ta lenve the reems cf houece “A® fer Sunday Schecl reeme: ant “ay acheel. 
The funds mernticre? in "BY shenld be miffictent te ecver new construc he cr and re- 
nedeling of. the. tye ¢ld: buildings, ore vided thare it nct a eudden-vrite in orice cf 
eonstructicn materfale. - 


Ray 
i Bh 





II Finance, FE, FG ~ The cempleted nlans -hich Qtranrud will send veu inciude the 
changes Ménticned in theee items, While ve oe these. alans ef church inc? nding 
basement, te leave the ‘matter of the basement te the discretion cf the Mission 

Beare. The ddst cf building vith hesement ebvicus? 7 erabad the 35 theusand dclvars 

nlletted fer construction. While it “e114 be highly destreable tc hove the bascnent , 

easnecially with future developMent cf work in mind, it is pessible te get alexg . 


without-it.. A titchen ecu™? he ingtellad in Heuse "BR" oe that this cold serve le 
atning hal? fer cur: natieriat ecnferences om other a-therings, ac ve cll as fer naris 
hali. It is chvicnsly rmch smaller than tie basement woulda be, The eetimate mens 


ticned in "H" incluwies ently the rengh stricture and «ces net include viring, in- 
stellaticn of hath roens, painting and frrnishines. These, «6 understand, vill 
{nerease ecst by IC to 12 per cent. Langebec*'s ectimate aces not specify the 
pest cf church «ithont basement. But ve have understood from previcus eenversation 
with hin that ft wold be roughly 30% less. | 


The architect's estimates are much. fora ae these cf Dr. Langebeck: 
The church oe eS Tt, 258.00 
The basement 2... . 588 00 
Poteal $107 , 6! 
Lengebecs, however, resxssures us that we cen confident” vy accent his cen estimates at 
~regent ecst cf mterieia. "the architect", he srs “hes been in Celembia cniv six 
mnths (frem Hongaria) an? aces net “mov the cest of construction here™. 





Pagtovs RAL Svrval ard K.2, Jansen i De Pebrinsy7 2, 195? 


“hile minutet iniiecte accertance, ef plans for ehureh with basement, ve are at the 
@ anne time realistte in reeesni zing that enly e355, CCO dollars has been alleentad for 

eenstructien, If ecnstruction te -itheut dasement there vorlt he a marsin te nset 
unferesean eceste an? verheans a balence tc saynlv on the furcishinegs. Shentd the Beart, 
hevever, fael that it ts the part cf sisdom te eenstruct with barenent, vith further 
Aevelopment cf cur were in nthe, then at*itienal Puniis venld be necetsary as iniiested 
above, Conference gladir pietlas your cecisicn, thichever vay it may be, on the matter. 
The church, according te vlans, fill have a senting caprcity of 300 on main Floor and 
enllery - abent 222 cn main fico%, tnetnding cheir. . 


Il Finrnce, J - ve believe this property will cerve ss Institute fer a seed mumber 
“ef verre, with acne miner imm-revements. Dr. Langnbee™ B2ys. tre on: apne t fe wrong cn 
Tuying it at 60,CCC reses, eveh if it sheild be sole ogein when more space might be 

none ‘Aas our aoheel favel eps. It i¢ leenated on Calls 7O and pele ©, northeast 

ef former Institute site. It is a secd leestion. The pall dings ere cléd but still 
in geot shape. Tet centaine about LOCC sq. varas. The deal woul? be fimurec on the 

Sq. vara, not.valuing the buildings at tee much. Ve sna $19,615.00 nesos on hand 

tevar’ this vurehere, most cf it frem sale cf tiilé@ing in Diitame, 





II zinance, K&L - We de net have sufficient funts cn han? for oe a 
Improvements en the hense in Tunja, There is encther sift ¢ 
Ypo fel" which eculd be unset for thie varnere with nermission 
CtTson will write you sore in deteil nbent thie. 





Il Finence, M- Cost cf reper has mennte@ since thie estimte was civen, Printing will 
cost aber ut Sh5C Ao} are fer’ 3, C00 copies. 


@ It Finance, N- Purchsse cf rofrigerater vas eporevad at Conference of TE5T, but it 
has not been bought vet cince we have hod the use cf Miss Jencent!- besrtgeratir: 
She will need it°’seon in the event cf trl hing en unfurnt shed house, er the ovmer 

ef mresent heuse taking cut the vrefriperater. ; 


II Fina nee, Q - Martf{nez seys his mther ils vartly Cenendent upon hin fer sirprert and 
thus Beak not. able te accent cnr effer (II Finance, H, of : Centersnice Mimtes); 
hence this cifer of heavier teaching cad and mre selary. 


III Pucation, A += Marmel is apie yh lad cf a vortiye Zaniiy, former nevbers fron 
Tinfa, now in Regot&é. Puitton {6° ne at Coleric Amaricanc, and he woulée be com- 


pelled to attend mass if he -nretled in cther zeheels. 


I wish to thank Dr. Syrant fer his encouraging Jatter ef Jamary Olst regarding cur 
aro jected vublicaticns. Tn connection with this, I enclose copy cf cur civoiar to 
ether m ssions on ecoperati on in this field. 


Yeurs in Christ, 


A. 4, Merck 
Bnele st 
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CHRO3A SrECTAL CONFERENCE 
“arch 4,1952 


Conference called to order by Supt.Morck. 
Devotions—FPastor S.i3er., 


I. Miscellaneous . 
A.Voted that any contritution received by missionaries for 
ministerial acts from members of foreign colonies be 
placed in the locel corgregational funds. 


B.Voted that the Supt. attend the annaul meeting of the 
"Condederacién Evangeiica de Colombia" to be held in Cali. 


C.Voted that the Conference express their sincere thanks 
to the Foreign Mission Board for the generous raise in 
salaries, 


D.Voted that the Conference express its thanks to the 
Lawrence Knutsons for theg® splendid work done by them in 
Medellf{n which the Mission will now be continuing.We wish 
them rel blessings and guidance in their future labors 
for Him. 


II.Finance ~ . 
4.Voted that Proceso Mora be given a raise of 230.00 (pesos) 
a manth in salary. 


B.Medtoal 


T.Olson: 
Doctorececcacce Sarai ose oe Aaa 30,00 
Medicine ansesnecec- sna-e ieee 16.25 
2.Morck; 
DOC COL sisie, Soe Kiet Sie eters Vacecebanielte g-4 a elas Pe ort 9.6) 
EDUC ANC Ss Sais Bilis braces WOE, G5, Set ole gcete airs 64.35 
3,O0strenm: 
DO GUOT are. si'0.0-62e os 6 Kaew Oe Sa et «+ 15.00 
MOG2CANG 5 60.0. 45s seis ie COE Se oes - 94.30 
4. Quanrud: 
DO CDOS 6 aie ele di sie lee eee et eles Sheek aXe «2e-202.00 
MGC DOING iis 04:6 ai 96 ewer e Wen ea 19.80 


ITI .Evangelism 
hsVoted that Sefior Correa of Medellin be @mployed for 
literary and student work in that city fand his salary 
be 250.00 (pesos) a month] providing he does not accept 
the sohatarship at the Filoiogy Schooi in Tunfa. 





IV. Property 


A.Voted to answer Dr.Syrdal's questions as follows:- 
I.Measurements of lot purchased, 
Front---67 feet,3 inches 
Back ---79.feet;8 inches 
Depth South side,I6I feet,6 inches 
Depth North side,1I65 feet 
2.Space left behind church building,leaving no room for 
possible extension ef said butlding,eboeut 48 by 70 feet. 
3.Pastor's residence,and Sunday-school rooms 1f church 
does not have basement. 
4,.As a general principle we see nothing undestrable in 
having a Bibie Institute building on same property as 
church,but on the property purchased)there is not suffi- 
cient space. 
5-6.48 far as we have been able to investigate it would 
cost about 70 thousand pesos to build an Institute 
building on property purchased for church which would 
suffice for the present needs only,furthermore we » 
believe that if the Institute building should be constr- 
uctedthis should be done on a sufficiently large scale 
to meet the needs of future expansion. 
7eThe present buildings on church lot are entirely 
inadequate for Institue facilities even at present. 


B.Votedthat in view of the above statements and that there 
will be no financial savings in so doing we do not con- 
sider putting the Institute building on the church 
property. 


C.Voted that dince there can be a substancial saving in 
repairing the present buildings cn the lot for a tempo- 
rary residence end chapsl we request that Dr.Syrdal con- 
tact the Board members “nv immediate approval on C and D 
under Finance,Celmosa Special Conference,Jan.30,I1952. 


Voted to adjourn, 





Junio 31:19F SB 


La Corporacién Evangélica Andina fue convodada en sesion 
el 3 de Junio,1952,por el presédente,Arnfeld C.Morck, 
estando presentes los miembros siguentess-Harold LOlson, 
Gerhard Ostrem,Olger Quanrud, yRanreld C eMorcKke 

Se aprobé la venta del Jeep ,marca Willys;Modelo I946, 

- Motor #€ C J.2a25690 con flacas #1432,y comprar Willys 
Beda Wagon ,Modelo 1$49,Motor #V96335ey ponerlo nuevo 
mo Le 

Se aprobé la venta del macho en Casanare por 200 pesos. 
Se agenté la compra del iote con casa en Calle 79 #9~-77 


por 60 mil BOB. 

Be Spouse vende al municipio de Bogot& los 2 metros y 
medio del lote en Carrera I3 entre Calles 55 y 56 (Marcado 
con numero 55~56) » : 

Se acordé proceder con la construcion en el lote carrera 
13 # 55-56 segin los planos aprobados. 


La sesién se did por terminada. 







ger Quanrud 


Secretario 
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Le corporacién Evangélica Andina fue 
convocada on sesiédn el 4 de Agosto,I952, - 
por el presidente Arnfeld C Morck,estandd 
presentes los demés miembros;Harold Le 
Olson,Gerhard Ostremy @lger Quanrude 


* 


A.Se acordg cambiar los planos de la « 
construcién en el lote de la Carrera 
I3 #55-56,conforme los requisitos del 
miricipio,camblod que aperecen en los 
Qitimos dibujos del arquitecto y del 
ingentepmy. 

BsSe acordd suprimir la galeria que 
figuraba en los planos anteriores,ya 
este cambio reduciré considerablemente 
el costo de le construccidéne 


La sesién se did por terminada. 


Secretario 





Apartedo Aéreo 4980, 
Bogota, Colombia 
Sept. 27, 1952 


Joint Poards of the UELO and the EL: 
Greetings in Christ Jesus? 


. With the Celmosa Proposed Fudget for 1953 perhaps a few 
words of explanation are in order. We have called the fund that 
used to be designated for the Plains, “Expansion", for the reason 
that in the annual income tax report made to the government funds 
appear to be used for the Plains when in reality they are used 
for Ostrem's rent and travel in the city, and other fitems related 
to his worke 60 thst, since the Plains ere restricted now and 
difficult for civilian travel, it is toe avoid the impression that 
money | is spent for down there when in reality is spent here in 
Bogota. Also Expansion can include expenses connected with the 
Youhh Oenter which Ostem has in his home. 

- because of 

Bogota still has a sizable rent account mx the fact that 
the tardiness that whe have encountered with the city's approval 
of the church plans it is questionable just when the house will 
be finished for living end the basement of the church for services. 
Also there is a scecial fund for a day school for Bogota which 
I imagine that Morck is covering in his explanations to you. This 
school ts aldo intended for children of believere from other carts. 
Rent will be the principal item in the school since we have no 
buildings that now can serve for that purpose. 


The rert item for the Institute is also a little large since 
the Directors house end room for the boys (which we must have 
separate from the Inst. property wtil cther buildings are put up 
there) must etill come separately. It elso includes rent for 
Leticia Corzo and Quintero, the imkkex former ea full time teacher 
for next year and the other a student and teacher. te have also 
budgetted for Miss Corzo's salary seperately. 


For Medellin we do not have the Student Center as a srecial 
itemg since it is now in the sane house thet the Morcks occupy. 
If Mrf. Corea does not go back to studying languages in Tunja the 
coming year Morck would like to use him for contect man among 
students (he was very effective as a helper for Knutson) and for 
translation work. His sealery ie included in the Evang. iteu. 


The rent in Expansion as mentioned befsre includes the 
rent for Ostrenas which also includes the extra rent for a student 
center. 


The rest of the items I think are self-explanatory except 
for those connected with the Wilches and Mora whom we wanted to 
send last year but he was prevented from goings Now it seems 
very likely that he will be able to get away for study. ‘The 
Wilches trevel item is large because that in December they 
should be ready to return to Colombia. We have not besigefited 
rent for Mora as we do not know whether he will stay with BRe 
others in the sane house or if he will stay in the dormitsffry. 


May the Lord richly bless you as you meet together for 
the cause of Christ in Oolombia. 





La Misién Svangélica Luterana en Colombia 
jhe Colombia Evangelical Luteran Mission of South America 


Ho 


DIRECCION TELEGRAFICA “CELEMOSA” 


Apartade AGree 1482 
Medelifn, Colewbie 
Decexber 27, 1952 


Dear Co-vorkere, “ 


"Yow when these things begin to take place, look up and reise your heads, 
deennse your @sdemtion is drawing near." luke 21:28 


Another year has slipped avay - we sre that mech closer to the great day when we shall 
stand before Ft 


May ve be such in prayer as ve lock forward te Jamary 12 to 16 with fellowship in the 
Word and important tusiness. May God give us grace and wisdem te think threugh 
clearly ani wnselSisily the matters whieh should coma up fer action or discussion. 


Please reenter the individual reports as well as station, officers, institutional 
and comuittee reports, 2c thet they can be read promtiy at the cnening session and 
net drag on through the Conferance as ther did last year. ’ Thenke you. 


Please 1Est all matters thet you would like to bring up so that we can have es com 

plete an. acote ee yossible right from the start. He me in ar x: 
MENGE SOR Ft CO Yece. ye YCOur Migs stions RI & 

LOY scci tional “Stes iS, py previdine a ceny for each wiesicnary at the crenine session 


TAPES} 








Here are some cf the thinge that have come fo ay Rint or have been brengh? te ay 
attention by others: 


i. Reports, correspondence, bills, greetings, etc. 
2. Study meane of expansion. 


3. Ware of serving wore effectively cur country areas, styrlementing the rresent food 
work of corrasponience, peassible ure of mimengraphed sonthiy, ete. 


kh, General Bible week cr fellowship conference (Spanish) in Begoté perhare in con- 
neetion with dedication cf church, or sconet. 


5. Fromotion and orgeniszation cf youth work. 
6. Primary school in Rogoté. 
7. HAueation of nisgionsry children. 


8. Study poesibilities of training wrkera “on their cwn", without or at a minimum of 
Miseion expanse, and thus avoiding feeling of cbligation oh part of cantidates. 


9. Define etatus cf theolegiceal graduates; ‘hen te be ordained; what relation te 
Mrgionary Conference; what resvonsibllity, wte and voice in Conference cr cther 
organization until indigencus church con be organized; plans for their possible 
placements or cella. 


ry 
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Co-workers = 2s December 17, 1952 


10. Restudy of salaries, allewance (incurance?) for Colombian workers. 
ll. Missionary placements. 

12. Election cf officers and committees. 

13. Misaionary furloughs and vacations. 


14. Discussion and possible recommeniations tc pastors and congregations regarding 
use of robes (pulpit and choir) in our churches. 


15. Any business regarding construction program, 
16. Other business. 


Enclosed are minutes of November Board Meeting and covering letter from Pr. Syrdal. 


Yours in His Service, 


Enclosure 





| x . H 
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The large part of my yaar at home was snent in treveling through our churches 
of the U.E.LeC. A most recevtive and welcmme spirit was manifest all over. 
And many vere the oven doors to present the cause of Cologhia. It was a joy 
to see how quickly our people responded to the cause as soon as they were in- 
formed. It was a thrill many a time to see how they gaveof their means, and 
too, how they promised to stand by us in praver. There was no spirit of 
giving up, rather God speed to go ahead. 


After a year at home, last Sunday found me back in Colombia. How good it was 
to be back! Immeadiately it was " home sweet home". And especially having 
the vriveledge of seeing our mission family right away. I arrived in time for 
the conference. 


The conference this weck has been such a joy and inspiration. Especially to hear 
the reports, to know that the year of 1952 was a year of going ahead in spite 

of all the obstacles. "All things work tozether for good", has been heard many 
a time since the conference began. And it has vrowen true. 


Great opportiinities are stilllbefore us. And the time is short. Tt is our 


prayer that 1955 may be even a greater year for Christ than ever before in 
Colombia. May God's vover be manifest in our midst. 


Helen Danielson 





Report of Counselor for the Unoccupied Stations--1952 


"He that overcometh,I will give to Him to sit down with me in my throne, 
_ €@s8 I also overcame ,and sat down with my Father in His throne."Rev.3:2le 


Truly it is a joy to see and hear about the many of our believers who have 

remained steadfest in the Feith,through threats and persecutions. 

Letters of encouragement have been sent to most of the places by way of 
messenger .One trip was made to Carrizal,Salinas,and Rionegro in Boyac&é 


‘shortly after the first of the year by Proceso Mora. 


It has been the desire of many of the believers as well as the missionaries 


‘that visits couldd be made th the unoccupied stations but the feeling has 
‘been that such would have brought more persacution. 


Besides the work of encouragement amongst the believers,especially in 
Carrizal,Oliverio Mora,a graduate of our Bihlié Institute has tried to carry 


- On &@ Ministry of mercy by administering to them in a medical way thru inje= 


ctions,and etc, ! 
Hilma Bello also as a teacher tried to have a Primary School in Carrizal 
but after a few months of trying to hold school even in the shade of trees 
the effort had to be abandened because of persecution. 
May God grant that the day may come when again we can go amongst these p 
people spreading the Word of Life. 


ps Quaraed. 
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"So I prophesied as I was commanded" (Ezek. 37:7). When we have done this our efforts 
have not been in vain, even if the visible results may not be as spectacular as those 
which followed the dramatic pxGyhecy of Ezekiel in the valley of vision. We cannot 
feel satisfied and pat ourselves on the back, for really we have done so very little. 
_ Yet we have had opportunity to renew our faith in the unfailing faithfulness of God 
and to observe the power of His Word at work as ve “prophesied", 


Again we give thanks to God, who has spared the lives of our persecuted brethren in 
Boyacé, protected and sustained them in the faith throughout the sufferings and 
horrors many of them have experienced. We are glad that it has been possible to have 
some contact with them through the correspondence carried on, especially by Ostrem 
and. Quanrud, and through the occasional visits of brethren from the various parts. 
Our prayer is that we may soon be able to serve them more directly. 


The year closed with the situation in the country seemingly calmer than it has been 
for some time. But there are still skirmishes, unrest and tension in many places. 
Commnications have not been reestablished in Casanare even though it is reported 
that the Army has nearly wiped out the “bandoleros*, 


Subtle action by the Roman Church continues to threaten Evangelical work. <A greater 
attack on Evangelical schools may be expected, while demand for these increases. 
Many non-evangelicals are inquiring about Evangelical schools. That is the reason 
for the action of the Executive Committee at its September meeting: 


"IV. Education 
A. Yoted that in view of the need for a primary school for believers! 
children in Bogoté we take steps to cpen such a school the coming 
year, that this school operate without boarding facilities if at 
all possible." 


We give thanks to God and to those whose gifts made possible the purchase of the new 
home for our Bible Institute. Progress has also been made toward more Colombian staff 
in the Institute. The teaching of Miss Corzo and Mr. Quintero (part-time) is reported 
as being very satisfactory. 


Likewise, we give thanks because the building of the church and parsonege is so well 
under way in spite of so many difficulties and delays. Gratitud is expressed to 
Dectors Langebeck and Moreno who were instrumental in securing for us the permit 

to build a lutheran Church in Colombia at a time like this. The Bogoté staff is 
also to be commended for the spiritual progress in that congregation. 


The work in Tunja has been able to go forward, for which we are thankful, it being 
cur only station open in Boyacdé. TFlizabeth Heerde and Valborg Torkelson report an 
encouraging work with students, and we appreciate the work thet they and the Montoyas, 
, ®8 well as Ostrem, are doing there. 


We rejoice at the progress made in the work of the LWF among the German-speaking 
and Scandinavien colonies, so ably directed by Pastor Ake Kastlund. I+ has been a 
real pleasure to welcome the Kastlund family in cur midst. 


We are likewise happy for the opportunity that Pastor Herman Muller has had for 
theological study in Germany and in the United States, and we look forward to renewing 
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our fellowship and cooperation with the Mullers who, we understand, will be serving 
Cali and Medellin. 


Knowing Dr. Steward Herman and fellowshipping with him was aleo a pleasure and an 
inspiration, His keen insight into our problems and those of the LY in Latin America 
is mich appreciated. 


Again ve express our thanks to the Kmutsona for their fine work in Medellin, and 
pray that they may have e fruitful ministry in San Antonio, Texas. 


We were happy tc welcome Selva Nerlien back from furlough and look forward to 
welcoming Helen Danielson at our Conference of 1953- 


In conclusion, a hearty “thank you" to each eee for your splendid and Geeeirten 
efforts in your respective tasks, for advice, patience and understandifig. 


Gratitud 4s expressed to Secretaries Jensen and Syrdal, to the Joint Board of the 
ELC and the UELC, and te each member of our respective church bodies for remembering 
us in prayer and material support. It hea been a great encouragement to realize the 
confidence which has been placed in ue and above all the faith in Ged which has 

dared to launch inte the purchase of nroperty end 2 heavy building program in the 
face of the present situation in Colombia. To Him be glory and praise as His Kingdom 
marches on. May we be faithful til Be comes! 


Nclel submitted, 


Chic C. Morck 


Apartado Aéree 4980, 
Bogota, Colombia 


fe January 28, 1953 


1, Joint Boards of the ELC and the UELC: 


Greetings in Christ Jésus! 


Some explanations arein order reletive to the enclosed financial 
statements. I regret that the problem of finding a house for the Inst. 
Director and the boys becaushethe owner where we have been for almost + 
years needed his house, has made the work on the books’ since Conference 
a difficult one. And as I noted in the preliminary report on the doller 
account I have had difficulty with &t because of transfers so it will 
have to be only a tentative one with the permanent one sent in when I 
have been able to untengle some of the knote. But it should give you 
a General impression of the situation. 


As you notice from the financial statement there is a shortage 
in the teacher account of 109.90 which will be assumed by the balance 
in the evangelist fund. The shokbaged in Tel and Tel. much of it due 
to calle and telegrams necessary with the jbuilding program and the 
one in Property due to taxes on the Bogota properties that were not 
budgetted for, are aseumed by the balances in euergency and miescelaneous. 
The construction shortage will be aessumed as money is transferred for 
building. 


Reve Morck hae explained in some of hie letters the reason why we 
are running ehort on the building. Not having hed much building 
experience any of us on the committee we have to confess that many iteus 
were not taken into consideration when we originally gave the eetimate. 
Because of the ground being net ae firm as it appeared on the eurface 
and which we found out only after excaveting, the engineers eetiuate 
thet it coest us about $20,000.00 pesos more for the foundation and the 
columns, etc. Another factor are the constructor's commieeion = 10% 
and the arquitect's - & 000.00 pesos, some fees charged by the municipality 
and extra expenses in getting our plens approved which in all would add 
up to 20 or 25,000 pesos to the original estinete. The third factor which 
we cannot cecape axe ie the rising constantly of building costes Bricks 
alone ~ and thet is one of the principal items have risen from 10 to 20 
pesos a thousand depending on the quélity - and when ecne 150,000 are involved 
it becomes a considerable increase. Then add to thet the steel used for 
reinforcing the cement which at one time rose about 100 pesos on the ton. 
Because of these conditions very few contractors here will take a job on 
an exact contract - if they do they will heve to stop before finishing the 
job or put in iferior materials. We realize,of course, thet we could have 
built much emaller, without basement and saved thet way, but when Dr. Quiroga 
spoke to us the other day in our conference on his trip to Europey and 
commenting on the situation in Colombia he esid that those who had built 
originally in Colombia had built too small. Now the Presb.church @n 24th 
street fe too small. And since you gave us the go sign on the size of the 
church ae well as the basement we felt thst it would be better use of the 
property to build as we have. Some things can be cut dew on - a couple 
of toilets may be cut out without trotfle and we may go without wood floor 
in the basezent - costs about 2,000.00 but if services are held there before 
the church is finiehed it will be a bit cold. We should soon be able to 
make out the deed with the city for the meters in front which will bring 
about 10,000.00 in bonds (whose interest would pay the serra) or about 
5,000 pesos in cashe 


Ralative to the budget there are some items that perhape need 
clarification. We had hoped to decrease the rent much more than we 
have but ith two sefioritas working as parish workers, namely Helen 
Danielson and Belva Nerlien it makes apartments necescary. However, 
when Quanrud 's move to the lot or to the pareonage thet should bring 
it down some. Station School under Bogot, refers to the primary 
school or echools that we may have if we can rent houses for it. 
This items incluies the rent. Also we are budgetting for taxes and 
insurance since now that we have property here wo will have to pay 
out for ite There will be need of buying som furniture this year, 
some for the parsonage, some for Ostrems if they move out of the 
furnished house they have rented and some for the sefioritas or 
lady workers who have returned to the field. Since all workere in the 
mission are now on the field this yeer. there will be some extra 
furniture necessary. 


May the Lord wichly bless your coming meeting that His cause 
may go forward in Colombia as well as in the other perts of the 
World. 


in Christ, 


(Horeld Olsor, Treacuste) 


Preliminary Summary of 
Dollar Account 
Dec. 31, 1953 


Bal on hand, “an. 7, 1952 

Salary 

Property 

Bud get, 

Movie Projector Y Equipe 

Mueller 

Helen Danielson, Travel 

Belva Nerlien, Trein Travel, 
paid in 1951 

Walla Check returned 

Belva Nerlien, Travel over 
Gift received for che 
furnishings 

Church gifts 

Gifta not spent, 1952 

wilches 

Pereonal Gitte 

Personal gifts, 1951 

Inete property 

Property 

Equip. Inste 

Jeep or Willys 


Receipts 
45 P {88H 
17, 229-10 
32, 000.00# 
23, 812055 
268.57 
1,569.62 
250.00 


50.00 
60.00 
80.09 


40.00 

1, 599057 
826.16 
1,628.84 


590.96 


Disbursements 


17,224.11 
65,000.00 
23, 828.64 
374.00 
1,569.62 
250.00 


1,470.00 
590296 
42.68 
1,000.00 
3,503.69 
528.57 
1,575024 


Gifts from before, used 13250 
124, 700.0: 116, 798.91 


Balance 


116, 798.91 


7905-15 = which ie made up of 


gifts unused and funds on hand 


for inst. and Churche 
# This does not, include the 20,000.00 dollars sent out ford 
building which was not deducted from the Chicago account. 


P. Se This is only a preliminery report as I have not yet been able 
to get the accountetraightened out with so many transfers 
in“velved and house hunting since Conference hee hindered me 


from doing justice to the bocks. 


But this should give you some 


general idea of the situation in the dollar accounte 


Property and Building Account 


Dece 31, 195% 
Institute 
On hand from house in Duitama - 16,000.00 pesos 
Special fund -------- 1,615.00 ® (on hadi on the field, 
Institute doller fund - - - -- 2, ne 200 * “. (extra accumulation on 
99,415.00 - pesos exchange) 


Building - house and church- —— ; 
Gent out by Board -$20,000.00 - - - - 60,000.00 peses 
Less paid by Board on Inst. 


building§ - --- - (eee cette a 325298. pesos 
Available for building 20,415.00 pesos 
20,415.00 pesos 
Allowed by Board for building - $44,000.00 - - - = 123,200.00 pesos 


From property fund on hand in dollars 
designated by Conference for the house 


$3503.69 9,810.53 pesos 
From sale of small house in Duitema aléo 
designated by Conference for the house 000.00 pesos 
a Tes 


9125 035 pescs 


Eetinafed cost of the house - 24,801.70 pesos 
Estimated cost of the church =e 158.02 pesos 


2Fo9e(2 pesos 
Less funds available and 


designated 160.425.2535 pesos 
ote pesos 


Estado de Cuenta de la Corporacion Evangéelica Andi 





Financial Statement of the Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of S. Ae 





e Diario ~ (General Ledger) 
Ingresos ( Receipts) enere 1 - diciembre 31, 195g 39491951 
Gastos (Expenditures) 6831. 
Saldo (Balance) diciembre 31, 195% 180879 


Fondos Eep eciales - (Special Ledger 
Fondo - (Fund) ngresos Gastos Baldo Deficit 


Receipts (Disbursements) Gal.) 


Servicio Médico y medicinas 


(Medical) ; 5098.60 5061.35 5725 
Emergencia (Emergency 12817294 12165212 652.82 
Gastos Legalee (Legal Exp.) 9556.95 2356.95 
Bueldos (Salaries) 49807.27 46303 62 5503.65 
Arrendamientos (Rent & Upk.) 40867234 35650 50 7216.84 
Arreglos de alojam. (Prop.Upk.) 7597-34 7225 009 572025 
Instituto (Institute) 231.70 143.41 88.29 
Utiles Escolares (School supp.) 149.05 38.00 111.065 
Maeetros (Teachers) 3167.00 3276.90 109.90 
Evangelistas (Evangelists) 1636425 6188.02 1448.23 
Literatura (Literature) 4096.33 3458.88 657.45 
Viajes y Trasteos (Travel & 
Moving) 3674.70 2787.08 887.62 
Bienes Semovientes (Vehicles) 2804.53 2674.08 130.25 
Vacaciones (Vacations)& Furlough( 3278.50 2117.25 1161.25 
& Muebles y Enseres (Furniture) 5618.20 5473.20 145.00 
Cerreo y Papel (Postage & Paper) 286.53 277-18 9.55 
Tel. Z Tel. 615.63 780.45 166.82 
Escuela de Ninos de Missionaros 
(Missionsries' Childrens'Sch. 4337.53 3102.11 1235.22 
Gastos Varios (Miscellaneous) 3621.22 2657-5 963.27 
Donaeiones Personales (Personal 
Gifts) 932.39 876.58 55.81 
Donaciones para la obra (Gifts 
for the work) 5295.22 1445.32 1849.90 
Bienes Rafces (Property ) 197848.56 198936.69 1088.13 
Construciones (Construction) 260. 202 1072. 
i 1594-71 33306019 pa 24576 
Saldo (Balance 18087. 1608729 


Qudcked: Sen. Le (Gar 














Arpad ee ee ee ree 
Fae ae a me = 
pkeep 100.00 6 000.00 6 600.00 
ee epg nme | lan 
Teacher 500.60} T1, BGO.00 £3,900.00 B2 400.00 
Lit. & usc 
supplies 100.00 Prea.l0.00 
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Cook: 300.00 





























Energenc’ ’ support 28.00 
Vac. SBur Tuitden 30.00 
Supte fra Travel — 250.50 
Mise. Ch. bas 42 Iger ney 
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Total 


Apartado Aéreo 1482 
Fe a ode UES, _ Medel fn, , ‘Colonbia 
poigweraminnese  ”.” February 2, 1993 


Ph oe tv te tn i were 


1 ‘the “Joint Foreign’ MWiaston Board | 
’ of the. ELL. and. UL: : 


Greetings dn Christ Jesust mek 1G . 
Permit ne ‘ta, male. the, following comments. on the ‘enclosed niytes ef our Anema. 

Conference which: have. Just arrived. from Bogoté. - I an sorry that. the vording of, the 
minutes is not too Clear ‘in several places but trust that the comments will clarify 
cea vhere pi anpierstandine could ctherwise result. Enclesed also are copies of 


este 





— or Yontoya vas “Anterviewed by the Arecutive ‘committes. It was 
Tele that . there was favorable progress in hie pasition regarding the Lord's Supper. 
However, he hes decided to move to Rogoté where he will resume his work as book 
binder end has offered to help in the work ¢ of the congregation. in any way he can 

wi theut. remmeration. as - hs 


C liverio. Hora, is preparing to ‘leave’ ‘for the éetinary in ‘Buenos Aires where he. will 
bein hie: theolegicel stusies this year. Tha Foard wil reMeuber that action was 
taken on this at’ the Conference in 1952 but that Mr. Mora was net able tc leave 

chiefly becsuse. ‘en important cccument had been. cent seated vhen he was imrrisoned. 


III. Finance (b) - This motion is badly worded, but the nurpose cf the action 
regarding telephone is to equalize the cost. Some of the telephone. bills do not 
exceed - five pesee _ but others rore than triple that amount. Fermerly, the Mission 
naid a flat 1/3 of telephone. The reference to alectricity is cnly in cases 
where the work.is carried on in the missicnary's home and where all comes cn the 
‘atte - light meter, . The cityts evaluation of the house usually determines the minimum 
Chane. 


ML. Mines ‘(ey - The Puilding Committee vill be ziving full erdanation of the 
additional cost in construction. Please refer alec to my former corresscndence with 
Dr. Syrdal en the matter of increased coat of corstruction and reasons for She same. 
Olson wil) aleo be sending copies. of the building plans and a tranelation cf the 
itemized estimate of. costs. ‘a sincerely ragret that it is necessary te ask for 
this additional amount, but wa are sure. thet the Foard vil understand that the 
largest part.of. it. could not be foreeaen. It should also. ‘be Dorne in mint that it 
was clearly stated a year ape that the ‘tnktdal estinste did not inclivie such items 
as the architect's fees, wiring, plumbing, ato. 


IIT. Finance @ - | Sonahow we were Led to uvierstant that the UELC had tetren unen 
itself the furnishing cf the church in Pogot&. However, ve umlerstand from Pastor 
Jeneen that this is not the case even though efforts are being made to raise as mich 
ae ressible fér this vroject. le belfeve it would be possible to sacure a good used 
organ by advertising in the church papers. Not long ago a sm] electric organ was 
advertised for sale in the "Luth ran Herald". 





voint reeeton: pears. a the "LC and Ue -~2e February 2, 1953 


I Finance (f) - "o fixed subscription oe 4a charged for the monthly magazine, 
"Awanecer! publ iehed by. the ALC. 7 2 
Ill. nance te) ~- It is claimed by officials of the "Confaderacién “vangél Lea de 
Colombia" that their pericdical publication in. the fcreigm press of cases of parseci- 
tion in Colombia h as helped to restrain action against Protestants in thia country. 
Lagt year all. missions working in Colombia, including non-member misaiona, were asked 
to contribute 25 pasos-per mMenth te defray the expenses of this Anvestigation of 
persecution and publication cf above-mentioned bulletins. However, very few miasions 
found it possible to contribute to that extent. We fael that we are benefitting by 
CHDRC's fight for the ri¢hts of Protestants, in Colombia; hence, our. contribution of 
sixty pesos, oor the year, 


iil. einaace (4) - The Treasurer will be explaining the budget in full, 


T; Evang @lism (b) - ve are entertaining the possibility of inviting a guest speaker, 
eas frou Puerto Rico, expenses to he defrayed by local contributions, 


elisa - Since there is still ne indication that ve might ‘raturn to our 
ty work. in eet ‘and, Casanare, ve are ‘convinced that the greatest. possible thrust 
mast be mede-tn city work at this tine as other missions are also dcing. | 


Ye Zvangel ism (i) = Mise Bello accepted work as bible woman in Tunja. 


VU. Svangeliam (j) - It 1a the epinion of the 14 iasion Conference that Proceso. Yora's 
talents are not that of an evrngelist in city work, However, since he has proved 
hinself a good colrorteur, the possibility of 4tem (4) grew out of a conversation 
with Me. Siedlidani, Secretary of the American Bible Society in Colombia, The Bible 
Society can use. several Fore colperteurs dut has not sufficient funds to pay the 
basic salary of more than those now e mloyed. “Ye unierstand. the basic salary. is very 
lew, about 75 peses a Month, that. ee sales "com aaicna make up the rest of the. - 
colvorteur's;salary, ‘e. vould tims still be contributing.to the distributicn of the 
Bible in Colombia rather than letting Mr. “ora leave Christian work, and he will also 
have gained valuable experience by the time it will be rossible for. us te ee 

nis. neain.ta the sure BP ARB. BR ea we cLyt hats ee ee 


ae 






.- The. "or other. atSiadetave mind sterial. attire! ie ‘pided by 
request ef one missionary vio wishes to use a "Prince Albert” in place of a, gown. 
Tt may be of intersat to ‘mow that some of our Lutheran believers here, as well as 
our studants in Beenog Aizes, have expressed themselves in favor of using the gown, 
ang that the Anmial Conference of the National Presbyterian Church voted this year 
that shel ‘be need: in all of their churches. 





- ‘In the Margin of the Literature Report we have indicated 
the result of this preference vote. 


VIII, Medical (a) 2, - It is to be unarstood that we hava not committed curselves 
in anv vay regarding this a ee Evangelical se tinea Keavertheless, we are keenly 
avare of the need for such a hospital due te the discrimination and persecution cf 
nomRoman Cathelies in the arzisting hesnitals cf Topo té. Such a program should be 
censidered on the basis of this need rather than on the basis of whether or not it 
is a "paying" means of avangelization, thinidng ef the capital investment. Since 


e the national ehurches ara not able te finance such a project alone, it is hopad that 
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the Protestants of foreign colonies and Foreign Miasion Boards will look with favor 

on this project. Ostrem and Morok attended a luncheon meeting of sympathetic medical 
doctors, Fvangelical pastors and missionaries at the home cf Dr. Qtriroga of the 
Preshyterian Hission, where an interesting exchange of ideas tock place on the subject. 
Hight doctors were present and all expresseed interest in a hospital where patients 

of all faiths might be treated without religious discrimination. 


Possible cooperation in the enlargement of seminary facilities for Svangelicals 
in Bogoté is alao being studied by the various missions. 


e ¢ *« 


With reference to Dr. Syrdal's letter of January 12 to Rarold OClaon queting vote 

of Executive Committes requesting more explanation on the suggested use cf the Normam 
memorial fund, I an rather at ea loss as to what wre explanation might be added to 
that given in the third paragraph of sy letter of December 2, 1952, where I quote 

the action of the Kxecutive Committees. I believe the Committee has explained the 

use of thig educational unit, and we are not able to glorify it above an ordinary 
church basement with the exception that it could bear the suggested plaques in 
Spanieh and Fnglish as a memorial to Mrs. Normann. I am sure that the Roard realises 
that an entire building could not be erected for the eum involved; hance our suggestion 
to use it for the construction and finishing (not furnishing) of one unit of the 
building. We are aware of that Dr. Syrdal mentions in his letter "that normally 
people are not very happy about a church basement being in matory of anybody... .The 
question is, if relatives of Mrs. Normann should ever come to Begoté would they 

hee ieee her name is being properly memorialized by the proposed use of funds 

2 able," 


Sincerely in Christ 
Arnfeld C. Merck 


Enclosures 
ce ~ 0. Quanrnd 


BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 


ROLF A: SYRDAL « executive secretary 
OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IRWIN M. LERBERG .« ASST. EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


@ 425 SOUTH FOURTH STREET, MINNEAPOLIS 15, MINNESOTA 4 TELEPHONE, MAIN 6583 4 CABLE ADDRESS, MADAKINA, MINNEAPOLIS 


February 2, 1953. 


Rey. Harold L, Olson 

Apartado Aereo 4980 

Bogota, Colombia 

South America AIR MAIL 


Dear Harold: 


We are enclosing the I Quarter Paylist for 1953. Please note the following 
items: ‘ 


Private contribution No, § amounts to $2,000.00 which is a gift toward litera 
ture for the Mission, As you have on your budget an amount totalling $335.00, 
that is all we are deducting from this extra gift. This means that the $335.00 
is included in the quarterly paylists and will be received throughout the year 

so there will be a total of $2,000.00 for use for Christian literature, This, 

of course, should be used according to Conference or Executive Committee decieion 
or by such persons as are authorised by the conference. This is a large amount 
but I am glad that it is forthcoming so the literature work can advance, I 
believe that we have already made a good contribution and hops we can continue 

to do so, 


@ You will note on page 1 that we have listed under Station Budget the total 
amount of station budget epbmitted by your Conference plus the special budget 
and the U.5. dollar request for the Wilches boys and Mora, As far as we are 
concerned, this then is the budget to be sent to the field for the running 
expenses for the year. On that basis as the support of the three students men- 
tioned is included in the budget remittance, their amounts are not sent out 
ag special gifts, Special gifts that come are, therefore, a pert of the budget. 
Hence you will note that we have deducted private contribtuions No, 9, 10 and 
ll. No, 2 and 7? are also deducted as these pay the salaries of workers that 

are within your submitted budget. 


I have just received your letter of January 28th enclosing the accounts. I 
have not checked through them yet but just make reference to the expense of 
building. In my last letter I suggest that you most likely would have had 
firm bids from the contractors. From this letter it seeme as though you have 
arranged for building contract on a cost plus basis, We usually find that such 
contracts go above original estimates. It would help me a great deal if you 
could send me before the Board meeting on February 16th the following items: 


a, Church Parsonage 
Zotal cost parsonage 
Expenditures on Church to date 
Additional expenditures on Church 
Total 


@ b. Receipts for capital expenditures 
-Money available on hand 
remittances received from Mission Office 
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c. Institute Building 

8 Purchase price 
Cost of repairs 
“Pokal. 


Cc. Receipts for Institute | 
" “Reseipt from sale of Duitama Building 
beara from Mission Office 
Total - 


if : We have a letter fron Mawot written November 28th that indicates the totad 
iw @ Cost of the Churgh and paswanage is expected to amount of $56,127.85. 1. 
ath | dept. a ‘that we cannot expect any lower. figure but hope it will not go. sro 
<P d.that. X have written: ‘eoncerning| ‘the powsible use of the mencrial. 
chem Che ven for Mre, Normam, There is gone hesitation on the part: of ‘the Board, 
Hs ak tot “which i -have yolead, . Any specific statement concerning ‘this’ should reach us 
pack educa . apd before: our Board: meeting February 16th e: you all ee cn! that. ® is Mase’ Ae: 
eats a &*P" use the money for purpose suggested, : 


De ie ive have a check at. home here ie aes .: Y: am: Morok whiati is a dete Ve 
cl have checked back on the letter agyatfitihying the, check but are still. at a 


Little loss as to Just how this-should be handled,. We are afraid that he - 





io a a ie overpaying us for. ‘the robe, vend, would. ite ‘word: from hin, and fll elari- 
if perth fp fp  floation, ne . 

fie tpg oft 

“LU yl ape Me have just. Teneived word from ‘Betsbol-npere Gearteny that they: have sent 





Qa .. *motificatiog fo transfer funds amounting te 28,000 pesos, sudging ‘from your 
@ os “Tast letteyx this is some thousand additional . £0. your original request. - 
Please: let. ‘as know if you ‘oan. carry’ on’ now until some tine past the. 15th. of 
February, We are now entering the new fincal year and it may de difficult 
for us’ without making special arrangements to make full payment of enclosed 


paylist. ‘by the Sth, We should, therefore, know in due time the exact time 
when the Roney in nfjedad, . : 





Plone grectings, 


A i We pa 

a rf! f ike we 

oe BBs Just had a long distance telephone call. from Bristel-Myers. Their | 
pesos are running short but they feel they can give us about 28,000 . 
by the end of February. Yrom then on they do not expect there will 

- be much until the end of May when they will give us another $10,000 

e worth, It may be well that other posefbilities of euch exchange be 


investigated in case this source rung dry or is ineufficient to meet 
our needs, . 











SOUTH AMERICA 


I .UARTER - 1953 


Salaries... ........ 1/4 of $19,965.00. .........4 $4,991.25 


Plus: 
Joyce Bergh - refund of $56,05 deducted on IV Quarter 1952 Paylist 56.05 
(Ck, returned by Ins, Co.- payment evidently made from 
Canada) ; 
Rev. Gerhard Ostrem — 2nd increase Sept. thru Dee, 1952 120,00 
Rev, Olger Quanrud " " 1952 __ 120, 00 
$5,287.30 
Less: 
Bills Paid at Home 527642 
Balance Salaries. ........ $4,759.88 
Station Budget - 1993. ..... . . $23,836.08 


Station Budget - I Quarter - 1/4 of $25,636.08 6 oe Roel ha we & ods 
Plus Private Contributions: 


1. For Rev, and Mrs, Farold Olson - Forget~-Me-Not LDR, remitted 
by a Ostheller, 517 Lake St., Sandpoint, Idaho. .......42-6 5,00 


- Support of native worker by Albert D. Berg, remitted by Rev, 


2 $5,959, 02 
$10,718.90 


cae Bestul, Sand Creek, Wis... .....22e- ‘ ; .. 200,00 
3. For literature by Ruth Group of WHF, remitted by. Mrs. Morris. 
Larson, Fessenden, N, Dake... . OS ane: Ake GS ances - 10,00 


4, WHF of Max’ Circuit - tracts for South Ameri @ Hiesian " remitted 
by Mrs, Donald Whiting, Max, KR. Dake... 1... ee ‘ ~ + + 90,65 
5. Wou8ats Missionary Taderatlon - literature for South Anerica, 
remitted by Miss Alice Sanne, 57 S, 4th St., Minneapolie, Minn, . . . . 2,000,00 


6, Rev, A, 0, Morck ~ check sent home to be cashed (The iuth, 

Church - Hissouri Synod)... ‘ - «+ «-o 135,00 
7. Support of native worxer r by Billings Cireuit Welt H's : remitted 

by Mre. Fritz B. Peterson, Box 237, Big Timber, Mont. .... . . « 150,00 
8, Ladies Aid of Highland Cong., for Olger Quanrud remitted by 

a eer Nelson, Milton, Kk. Dake... . wn, § a te, GROG OO 

Support of native worker - Mr, Mora - by Clarence Lind, Kennedy, 

si er ae a are ae ee ee : ier Ate ee ae SOROS 
10, Sanvort. of native worker — Mr, “Mora - by K, z Lind, Box ml, 

Donaldson, Mim... .. . a> © eee BO600 
il, Sunday School for Gerardo. Wilches, remitted by Mrs, “Ardell 

Hansdahle, Box 522, Beresford, S. Dak... .. 2 - » 221.13 


12, Christmas gift for Harold Olson family. from G. “Gabrielsen, 
1019-3rd Ave, N., Minneapolis, Minn, ...... bps Rees ah vs ioe io 125400 


13. Personal cift for Rev, Gerhard Ostrem by Mr. and Mrs. Horace 

Johnson, Howard & Ardis, Torquay, Sask., Oanada... . j - + + 25,00 
14, Christmas cifts for Rev, and Mrs, Herold Olson from LDR societies, 

remitted by Mise Arna Njaa, 57 8S. 4th St., Minnesanolis, Minn. 100, 00 
15. Christmas sifts for Belva Kerlien from LDR societies, © renitted 

BY MUSE JAR oc ook we ge ah ngs ae te we G ak We Rs Me a 2 eel He 105,00 


$13,920. 68 





Brought Forward 2... . .. ee ee ee ee ee $13,920, 68 
@ Less: 
"Private Contribution No, 2 $200.00 
7 450.00 
9 65,00 
#10 60.00 
11 221,13 
Literature included in budget 335.00 
1,031,1 
$12,889.55 
Gift for Valborg Torkelson from Martha S. Solberg, V.A, 
Center, Fargo, N. Dak, 30,90 
$12,919.55 


Minneapolis, Minn, 
January 30, 1953. 











SOUTH AMERICA 
I QUARTER —~ 1 


BILLS PAID AT HOME 


Bergh, Joyce 


Pension Fund Dues - I Quarter 


Heerde, Zlisabeth 
Pension Fund Dues 
Mrs, Donald Bischoff 


Nerlien elva 
Pension Fund Dues 


Olson, Harold 
Pension Fund Dues 
Eastman Kodak Stores : 
2 Yertical Semi-Automatic Slide CYangers 
Luth, Mutual Life Ins. Co, 
(Miriam $31.50) 
(Paul 29.19) 


Ostrem, Gerhard 
Pension Fund Dues 
Bal, Luth. Brofherhood prem, 


Quanrud, Olgex 
Pension Fund Dues 


forkelson, Valborg 
Pension Fund Dues 


$18, 40 


20.13 
50,00 


18,40 


29.90 
42,13 


5.25 


33.35 
197.12 


33.35 


18.40 


$527.42 


Name 
Bergh, Joyce 
Heerde, #ligzabeth 
Nerlien, Belva 
Olson, Harold 
Ostren, ‘Gerhard 
Quanrud, Olger 
Torkelson, Valborg 
Superintendent 
Treasurer 


Secretary 





SOUTH AMERICA ~ 1953 


Child 
Sala: Support 2 Total 
$1600 $320 $1920 
1750 350 2100 
1600 320 1920 
2600 $550 630 3780 
- 2900 » 750 730 4380 
2900 200 620 3720, 
1600 320 1920 
100 100 
100 100 
25 25 
$15,175 $1,500 $3,290 $19,965 


Apartede Afreo 1482 
Me@ellin, Celorbia. 
Bareh 2h, 1953 


Dear Co-latorers, 
Ye wish you a Rlessed Faster in the Name of cur glericus risen Savior! 


Pnelosed are copies of the hoard Minutes which I ahenld have rent on te you before. 
A copy of Syrdal's letter and my reply is being circulated so that you can check it 
with your copy of the mirmtes after which it can be filed with the Conference Secretary. 


Enclesed is also a copy of a hym that you may find useful at your Good Friday 
service. An you note, i¢ is intended to he read and eung responsively. Of courre, 
if the neaetor ie a eped singer, he can ales sing his part. 


Would you kindly seni? me nromtily any business that should come wo at our Executive 
Comittee meeting. I am enggesting April 20 ant 21 for cur Committee meeting, but 
will have tc wait for approval from Committee menbers on there dates. 


Tr. Syrial's remest for spectal projects in the second prragraph cf his letter 
een then be dealt with by the Comittee. The Exeentive and Medical Comaittees will 
take note of the Roard's reaction to the Tvangelical hespital in Begoté 1 don't 
think we should be discouraged by this reaction. It ie simiy a cantion. 


I am alec writing Gerhard te see if it will be possible for us te visit Cali, Zar 
ranqnilla and Cartagena to de seme cf the investigating that we were cunpered te 
do and report on toe the Executive Committee. 


For seme time I heve wanted to write tc the Tunja stsff scme rather disappointing 
news, but I have weited hoping against hope that it may have turned inte good neve. 
I have reference to Fabic Quintere who expressed his desire te be ecnfirmed here 
mt vho, since early in February, hes rot been seen here at 2]1. Ye unierstand 
from Correa thet hie family discovered that he had Evangelical liternture and have 
evidently put on the presswre. Fe had agreed te try out his sbility on literature 
work but worked only a half day and then failed to return withent even e telephone 
call te explain. Ye are praying such for him and others whe heave also drop off 
beemee cf the urieatly pressure in thie capital. It seeme that only one (Rereario) 
wAll he confirmed now on Palm Suntay. 


May Ged richly blecs each of you ar you leber on for more souls in His Kington. 


Sincerely in Fin, 


Arnfeld 
Eneleeures 


PE. 

tr. Arbangh writes thet it ia very likely that Pastor D{az will be able to accept cur 
invitation to come fer the dediention of the church. He says that he can be here 

two or threa weeks afte? the middle of September. I am ening to write te Pastor Maz 
even theugh ve cannot tell him the axact dates yet. 





Celmosa Special Conference 
Conference was called to crder by SupteMorcke 
411 members present except Valborg Torkelsone 


T.Finance 
{a)I.eVoted that due to circumstances beyond our control such 

ass-excessive rains,continued rise 4n cost of construct~ 
ion and serious oversight in earlier estimates we find 
ourselves obligated to request a minimum sum of 42 
thousand pesos in order to complete the church sufficie 
ently for use, 

2ehowever it would be more desirable and economical in the 
long run to complete church according to plans which — 

_,. Would cost a minimum of 60 thousand pesos. 

(b)Voted,now that the parsonage is sufficiently dompleted to 
determine exact cost we request the additional 5 thousand 
pesosnesded to terminate construction of said parsonagée 

(e¢)Voted,that since the reparing of walls,sidewalk,driveway 
had not been included in the estimates,we set aside avail 
able 1953 rent budget balances for said purposése 


II .Miscellaneous 


(a)Voted,that in view of extreme difficulty in renting 
quarters for school in Bogoté and the ‘nadvisibility of 


further construction on church lot,we plan on using chura 
basement as soon as possible for elementery: echoole 
(b)Voted,that we amend our action #5-A Celmosa AnnualConference 
January ;I19%3 to read,quote—"Native Seminary graduates 
serve for at least one year under supervision of an ordaimec 
pastor,"as requested by the Board at its mecting Feb.,I93% 
8 proposal of ReveArnold Maah‘s 





eee 2 TeVoted that Mr.Lerberg 
Gikntp1—  goming to Colombia for movies of work on our field be 
Sywettee th  accepted.e 

“pt pie! 2eVoted that a committes be elected to work out suggestiosus 


for shooting a script Ostrem ,0lson,Nerlien were elected 


_ Voted to adjudrn/. 





REFORT OR VISIT TO CALI i 
By Ostrem and Morck 
April 9 to 13, 1953 


Cali is a booming city cf 284,188 people, according to the 1951 census, which mesns 

an increase of 182,388 since 1938 when its population wes given ae 101,80C., This 
increase ic due mostly to the development of its industries and the great influx of 
political cr religious refugees during the last few veers. It is estimted that these 
refugees have ewelled the population to 30C,CCO since 1951. 


Some cf the industries of Cali are textiles, cement, paper carton factcries, sugar 
refineries, cos] mining, etc. Its busy "down-town section" dieplays an interesting 
wixture of tall ultra-mdern and colonial buildings. ‘Tc the northwest are the old 
barrios of typical cclonisl conetruction; Santa Rosa, Santa Rita and Sante Terees. 


fo the north the high cless and scme middle clees barrios: Granada, Jnansrbi, 
Yersalles, Santa Monice end San Vincente. To the east are the teeming industrial 

end workers berries of Jorze Isaacs, Santander, Las Delicias, Fl Popular, Renjamin 
Herrera, Floresta, Gelindo, Villa Colombia, ete. Nest of these are new barrios 

with wide unpsved streete and ¢mall flimey brick houses. Hut we were told thet most 
of the people owned their homes here. The more central barrice of Alameda, Belalcazer, 
Santa Incfa, San Ficolés, etc., are e mixture of business eecticn and middle and 
poorer clasees. 


fo the south, in which direction the city is cbvicusly extending most rapidly, are 
the new residential barries of Sen Fernando, Fl Cedro, Santa Isabel, ete. Hany of 
the members of the German congregation live here. 


We interviewed members of missions working in Cali: The Cumberland Preebyterian, 
Gospel Miseionary Union, Christian end Missionary Alliance, Fentecostal, and Reptist, 
all of whom were enceureging, if net enthusisstic, ss te the pessibilities cf 
Evangelical werk in the city. We éid not interview the Adventiete whe, we understand, 
have ceneiderable werk aleo. All were friendly and helpful end encouraged us to come 
in, All speke of Cali as an “open city" in which very little Fvengelical work hee 
been done. However, it war interesting to nete the remark of a Baptist who had worked 
for years on the ceast. Re said that progress in Cali wes slow in comparieon with 
that in the ecest cities of Barranquille and Certagena. The Baptists are nerhave the 
mission which in Cali ras preeressed rest rapidly. Their average attendance at the- 
central church in Cali seems te run about 256C at present. There has been a slight 
decrease since mowing services to the second fleor suditerium of the new echool 
building on the other cide cf the vroperty. Their new church is to be built en the 
front of the property. Attendance Kester Sunday wae 256 with an cffering ef 207 pesor. 


The Baptists have put up a four-story school building with enclosed gymaeium or 
euditorinum on top which could seat about a thousand people. The building cost about 
300,000 pesos. In addition to thie central property, the Baptist Mission purchased 

in 1945 twenty-cix scres of land to the south cf the city on which they plan at some 

’ future date to erect an international seminary to serve their chorches of northern 
Istin America. This property wae purchased st two pesos a square meter. Kow property 
in thet area is werth six tc eight pesos per equare meter. The hemes they had built 
end were building for missionaries and professors are estimated at $20,000 te £23,0C0 
dollare sepiece, including cest of ground. Resides their central work alreedy mentioned, 
the Baptiste have wark in three barrios to the south and west. They have begun a 
seminary with an enrollment of three etudente this year. They have five netional 
pestore in Colombia af whom only one has hed seminary training. The Faptist werk 
hae been ceméucted elewet exclusively in the lerge cities and thue has suffered very 
little from the pereeention which hes devastated so many of the ceuntry areas of 
other missicns, | 








Report on Visit to Cali ~“~2- 


The Cumberland Presbyterian Mission, whose main project in Cali is the Colegio 
Americano, has ite central church in the schoo] building where their attendance 

runs about 275 to 300. Besides, they have s# emal] chapel in Alameda, a south central 
barrio, and heuse meetings in Floresta, a workerst barrio to the weat. Their scheol 
has an enrollment of 3CC. 


The Goepel Missicnary Union, which was the first mieaion to eetablish in Celi, has a 
central church with good attendance, ani runs a print shop. 


The Christian Missionary Alidance, which fer seme yeare hag had a beok estore "Ia 
Librerfa Aurora", cpened sission work in Cali in March in order te gather the mary 
refugees from their country congregations which have flocked into Cali. They have a 
geod location in the downtown section. 


The Fentecostais have a eme]] work in rented quarters in Barrio Alameda. 


Ho werk is being done at all in Sen Fernendo end the other southern barrios, nor in 
the whole ares north of the river. Scarcely anything is done in the populace workers! 
barrios to the vest. 


There is at present no persecution in Cali and mech freadom to work compared to Nedellf{n 
and funja. When esked why Cali was so open a Presbyterian Colombian pastor answered: 
“One reason is thet we have a civilized bishop here who does not inetigate persecution 
of Protestents®. There ie alec a priest who has a very populer program on the redic 
called "God's Minute", He is known to refer to the Protestants as “brathren" and con=- 
ducts a campaign te encourage bible reading. Fe recently brought 3,000 eopier of the 
Catholic version to Cali which were quickly sold. When he is cut of stock he sen’s 
perishioners te the Mvangelicel bookstore which also carries the Cetholic version. 


If our Mission were to cpen work in Cali, we would suggest buying, at once, a home in 
one of the southern barrice, perhaps San Fernando, with a view alse to epen vork in 
the workers! barrios to the weet. It would be advisable to buy property in both 
places tc avoid high rents. Property is still reasonable in Cali as compared to 
Bogot&, but prices are continually going up becanse of the expansicn of the city. 
There is a possibility that some Spanish-spesking work could seon be begun in Cali 
under the auspices of the Iatheran World Federation. Though there is no great demand 
yet for Spenish among, the European greups, there are cases cf inter marriage, but 
meetings held in’ Spenish with a emajl nucleus conld be developed into a Spanish work. 


In conclusion,’ we wil] have to compare our findings in Barranquills and Cartagena, 
after we have visited those cities, with whet we have seen in Cali. Our greatest 
problem is lnek of pereonnel to meet these challenges that now present themse] ves 

in the cities ef Colombia, almost the only areas in which work ean now be dene. It 

is little uge now to lament our mistake in not beginning at cnee in these cities when 
we were forced out of Boyack. Let us pray the Lord cf the Earvest that scmehew vorkere 


may be provided th enter into this great harvest. Reports will] follow on our survey 


of the coast a i which may not be made until June. 


ah Respectfully eubnmitted, 


Gerhard Ostrem and Arnfeld Morck 
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REPORT ON SURVEY OF BARRANQUIILA AND CARTAGENA Sune, (756 


Cartagena 


The historic city of Cartagena with its ancient walls and massive forts, 
colonial buildings and modern structures, bustling docks and leisurely beaches, 
Roman sanctuaries and Protestant churches, donkeys and limosines, buggies and buses, 
luxurious homes of the rich and fiimey shacks cf transient squatters, is today a 
thriving commercial and tourist certer.. 


With a present population of about 150,000 (largely negro) it promises con- 
siderable increase and is pushing to the north and southeast with new barrios. 
Its increase cannot be expected to be as rapid, however, ss that of Cali and Bar- 
ranquilla. While se a seaport it has commercial importance, Rarranquille far over- 
shadows it in industries, ani Cali has the advantage of being surrounded by one of 
Colombia's richest agricultural sreas. We feel that ovportunities for Bvangelical 
work are, numerically speaking, in direct ratic to this increase, 


Generally speaking, we believe that the people of Cartegena shares with these 
of Barranquilla that carefree openness characteristic cf the cosstal cities, in 
contrast to the colder citier of the interior. This quality, which may make for 
more rapid progress eni a mors ready acceptance of the Gospel, exists, we believe, 
to the greater degree in Rarranquilla, second in Cartagena and third in Cali. 
Progress of Evangelical work is obviously more rapid in Earranquilla than in 
Cartagena, pertly due to the fect that Cartegena is an old city with a much more 
Catholic tradition. It ie aleo smaller and more easily regimented by the Roman priests, 


The Southern Baptists have two large churches, a eMaller chapel on rented nroperty, 
and several preaching points in homes. They have purchased property in Zarrio 
Canapote, where the squara meter salle for three to five pesos. Nearer the center 
it runs from 15 to 20 pesos a square meter. The Latin American “Mission hee tvo 
churches es well as several houre meeting vleses, and 2 school in the Barrio Manga. 
The Bapticte sleo have -echools in connection with each ef their churches, There is 
also oo Pentecostal Mission (see lecation cf these churches end mission voints 
on Map a 


While these Miecions nre working some of the berrice and touching most cf them, 
there is practically nothing done in tne barrics of Boca Granée snd Bosque. It is 
especially the lattcr where we see great opvortunity as it is mostly made up of 
middle and werkxing class people. Boca Granite ie moetly « "nigh clees" residencial 
ares on @ nerrow peninsula with the luxurious Setel del Caribe on its moet vesterly 
point. 


Barranquilla 


Barranquilla is a booming commercial and industrial port city ef 3(0,000 people. 
In contrast to the political and religious passion of the interior which eo cften 
breaks into cpen violence, political and religious apathy can rather be said to 
‘characterize Barranquilla. ‘“YSaople here never get very excited «bout politics or 
religion. We have no persecution hare", we were told by missionaries. 


Barranquilla is the city of Colombia which has most Evangelical werk ani rerheos 
the one which offers the greatest opportunity at the moment. The Southern Reptists 
have fable good-sized churches (one very large) with a large educational unit in back 
of each one, either on the opposite side of the block or beside the church. Some 
alse have the parsonage on the same property. The Presbyterians have five flourishing 
churchee in the city, their Colegto Americano {one unit for beys and cone for girls), 
and a twelve-bed hospital. On a much grander scale is the 6&0 to 9 bed hospital 
soon te be completed by the Baptiatsa at a cont cf $400,000 (U.S.). It is at present 
operating with 18 beds and the most modern and best of equipment. It has one full- 
time foreten (U.S.) doctor, an cutstanding surgeon, end cne Colombisn doctor. Tesides, 





seport on Survey of Barranquilla and Cartagena 2. 


4t invites doctors cf the city to use its facilities. 


The United Pentecostals have recently built a church and have already reached 
an attendance of nearly two hundred. The average attendance at the mentioned churches 
4s perhaps bout 250 (of the various denominations mentioned in this report). 


These Evangelical groups are qiits evenly iiatributed throughout the city, except 
in the newer barrios to the south and the "high clase" residential section of ¥1 Prado, 
El Porvenir and Altos del Prado (see map). 


The barrics to the south ~- San José, Boyacd, La Unién, La Victoria, Cevillar, 
La Sierra and Las Ceibas —- new workers! barrios, some just being laid out, is the 
section which would seem most advisable to etart work, if we are fustified in such 
a recommendation uvon the findings of our brief survey. Population should be quite 
vermanent here since most are good middle-class people whe own their homes or are 
in the process of paying for them by installeents. Several comanics are twilding w 
these areas on housing plens which will eventuslly give each family clear title to 
their homes, 


Nothing is done in the large lhicher clacs residential barrios to the northwest, 
and so far no Evangelical group seems to have been eble to make an impact among that 
class of people in eny of cur cities. 


We believe thet we are Gnivebound te cdvance vhere we ear and where Ged leads. 
Even if the change in goverment which cam on Ane 13, 1953, should make it possible 
to return to Soyacd anc Casenare within the not teo distant future, we deem it wise 
to atart new work <s scon as peasible in ie thres cities which ws have surveved. 
(Incidentally, vse vere just terminating this survey when the change of government 
occurred). Ye vould yeoommand besinning in ths order of greatest ormortunity, which 
in our cpinien is; Barvancuille, Cali, Cartagena, unless Coli's preximity to Bogoté 
and ite rapid growth should put it in first place. 


If coniitione in the country permit us to resume work in Boyacd and Caeenere 
within a not too distant future, it is also to te hoped that vises for more missionaries 
may be granted and that some of those who have worked here will return to the field, 
thus making it pogsible not only to take care of what we have bt aleo to advance. 

Ve pray that Ged may be permitted to guide us into His fielde cf harveet. 


Respectfully submitted, June, 1953 


Cerhard Cstrem 
Arnfeld C. Morck 
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CELMOSA Special Conference 
Bogota 
September 2-25, 1953 


Conference met in three sessions, each of which opened with devotion (led 
by Quanrud, Ostrem and Morck, respectively) and prayer. 
Members absent: Torkelson and Heerde, 


Evangelism: . 

1, Voted that we vote by ballot for the placement in Bogota. 

2. Voted that Gerhard Ostrem be Bogota station pastor beginning when Mnonend 
goes on furlough and continuing through 195, provided that devolor: ‘3 
in the country do not make a change imperative at the Jamuary, 195), oon 
ference, 

3. Voted that in view of the uncertainty of being able to obtain addition? 
missionary personnel, we request the Board's permission to approach | fss 
Cornelia Jenson as to the possibility of working with our Mission for at 
least one year on a contract basis. 

4. Voted that Harold Olson replace Ostrem as station head in Tunja until the 
January, 195, conference, 


Education: 

1, Voted that we ask the Board for the privilege of using the money left 

over from the 1953 school budget for fixing up the church basement to 

the extent that it can be used temporarily for school. 

Voted that we begin immediately to build a primary school with an aport- 

ment on second floor on the site of the old house on the church lot, 

employing the Mrs, Norman Memorial Fund, 

34 Voted that the building committee for the school be comprised ofthe 

following: Olson as chairman, Ostrem and Bergh, 

h. Voted that Rodrigo Quintero be placed in the Bible Institute rs full 
time teacher for the year 195), 

5. Voted to pay Quintero 250 pesos a month in 195h. 
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Finance: 

1. Voted that we recommend the granting of the $5000 U.S. asked for by Dr, 
Langebeck in order to close the contract with him; but that the sum be 
handled by the Mission treasurer. 


Literature: 

1. Voted that we order 300 copies of Stump's Bxplahibion of the Catechism. 

2, Voted that Gerhard Ostrem be Book Store manager. 

3, Voted that we translate and publish "Ten Studics in Church History" by 
UCE, 


Miscellaneous: 

1, Voted that Belva Nerlien be mission secretary during the Quanruds! abe 
sence from the field, 

2. Voted that we adjourn, Conference closed with prayer, 


Olger Quanrud, secrotary 


‘ 
RON a? a 








PERSONAL REPORT for 1953 
--- Belva Nerlien 


One of the first days of February, 1953, found me in the process of moving to 
Medell’in, where I experienced a year of blessed fellowship with the Morcks and 
Cornelia Jensen, both in the work of the Mission and in everyday life in the home. 


Throughout the year, my forenoon working hours were devoted to the literature 

program. Under Pastor Morck's disection, I worked on the following projecte: 

1. Revision of the manuscripts of Prayer and Ten Studies in Personal Evangelism. 
Here I worked together with Everardo Correa, to whom I also owe the correction 
of materials that I wrote or translated independently. 

2. Writing of some of the devotionals for Luz Cotidiana for the month of November. 

3- Preparation of youth programs--the majority of them translations--for Holy 
Week, Pentecost, Mother's Day, Stewardship Emphasis, a Hymn Sing, Reformation 
Day and suggestions for Independance Day and Chrietmas. Mrs. Olson has mimeo- 
grapHhed these. 

4. Translation of part of Rolfsrud's booklet on Ohurch Etiquette for use in ih- 
structing of ushers. 

5. The tract, "Cristo a la Puerta’. : 

6. Preparation of materials for the launching of the Pécket Testement Movement 
among Spanish-speaking people. This mateftil is now in the printer's hands. 
(This project was undertaken as the result of the request of a previous con- 
ference that I investigate, during my furlough, P.T.M. mateniale and the 
possibility of starting such a movement in Colombia. 


The first several weeks of my year in Medell“in were discouraging to me from 
the standpoint of the difficulty of making contacts through which to beable to wit- 
ness for Chtist. Then opportunitiés came to teach some private English classes and, 
a little later, to teach at the Centro Colombo-Americano. My schedule of classes 
often kepb me busy from 6 to 9:30 peme plus an occasional class earlier in the day. 
I felt that these classes and my Franch class at the Alianza provided some good points 
of contact. Although I can not poigt to tangible results, there were at least occasion 
al opportuniesifor an oral witness and I pray that my life might have been some sort of 
Christian witness to students and fellow teachers. Since home visitation did not seem 
practicable without at least soma point of previous contact, and since it certainly is 
not possible to do any effective witnessing in fanatical Medell{n without first gain- 
ing a person's confidence, I was indeed thankful for the avenue of English. The result: 
I must leave in God's hand. Our labor is not in vain in the Lord and His waye are 
higher than our ways. ; 


I am grateful for the pravilege of attending the World Student Christian Federa® 
tion's Leadership Training Conference at Matanzas, Cuba, at the close of the year. 
I had never before been in a group representing so many nations and denominations, 
and that was an experténce in itself. Valuable suggestions were given which I hope 
May help us in oar attempts at student work MNKEE whether of not we ever affiliate 
with the WSOF. I am more aware than ever of the futility of a student movement which 
ig not centered in Christ and of the need for deeply spiritual leadership. 


At year's end, the following thoughts, coming through II Thessalonians and Phil- 
ippians,were a blessing and provide emcouragement and motivation for 1954; "The Lord 
is faithful"..."What things were gain to me, those have I counted loss for Christ... 
Forgetting the things that are behind...I press on toward the goal." 
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It becomes easy to"soft-pedal" our convictions to day on good tems with everyone. 

I have also noted a tendency among those of the Reformed faiths to joke about our 
differences on doctrinal issues, such as the Sacramaits. I believe that a spirit of 
levity is entirely out of place in these seored matters and feel that we should be 
free in our student groups to teach according to our convictions and to guide young 
intetlectuals into a deep, strong Christian faith. 


In spite of the critician to which we are subjected for carrying over our North 
Anerican denaninations into Latin America, I would not like to see our student groups 
became interdenominational on a local level, as the WSOF administration recommends. 
fm the other harid, I febl that effiitetton-#ith affiliation with the world organization 
has much to offer to our lutheran local groupse ‘*hrough the WSOF, we can get materials 
and idegas, exchange views and get a broader outlook through the conferences and con- 
ventions it sponsorse Just as I am oonvinned that we have much to contribute as Luth- 
erens, conversely I am very sure that we have much to learn from other KXXKA¥AX Ohris~ 
tien denominations. 


Although our student groups in Colombia, in my opinion, are not yet ready for 
affiliation, I hope the day may soon came when we in South America, like the LSA and 
European Lutheren student organizations, cem become manbers of the WSOB. 


ater Terbeva! 





REPORT OF IMPRESSIONS RECEIVED 


at the 


MATANZAS CONFERENCE 
of the 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION 


Students and student leaders from sixteen countries became our friends during 
the WSOF Leadership Training Conference held in Metanzas, Cuba, from December 21, 1953, 
to January 4, 1954. The Carribean cogutries represented were Mexico, Guatemala, Panama, 
Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico, Danincian Republic, Jemaica;and Cuba. Leaders came 
from Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, Germany, France, Canada and the U.eS- Languages heard 
in the sessions were Spanish, English, Portuguese and French. The Anglican, Baptist, 
Disciples of Christ, Lutheran, Methodist and Presbyterian churches were represented. 


With the exception of about three hours in the afternoon, our daily schedule pro- 
vided a continuous progrem of activity from the 7 age rising hour till 10 peme and 
often laters The two weeks were characterized by concentrated study, good fellowship 
and vholesome fime It was food to be accepted as just one of the group no one seaned 
to "freeze up" in the presence of missionaries, nor was there any race distinction al- 
though black, white and yellow were all represented. We did hesr considerable anti- 
American sentiment expressed, but one boy was careful to explain what I believe was 
the feeling of then allt thet, in spite of hia spirited harangue during one of the 
sessions, he had nothing against the individual American. 


One of the very good fisst impressions was the orderly plen for the devotional 
part of the programe This helped me to feel at hone in this interdenoninational {rooup e 
I was relieved to note the complete absence of the ‘Pentecostal tH#husnee which is so 
evident in interdenaninational moetings'here in Colombia. , 


The purpose of the Student Christian Movement among university students was stated 
- briefly as evangelism. larging upon this, Reve Galland, executive secretary of the 
WSCF in Latin Americag said that thé SOM unites those students who are desirbus of 

testifying of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and of deepening their faith so as to 

BARK ANUKAEKARE XK XE XE render mcre effective service to their church, 
theiz dducational institution, their comunity and to society as a whole. The SOM is 
not a church and does not have « creeds however, emphasis must always be laid on the 
word Christian in its name. Because it believes that it can thus best carry out its 
evargelistic purpose, it does accept members who are not yet confessing Christians if 
they manifest sincere interest in Christian teachings, are desirous of knowing Christ 
-as Savior and are willing to abide by the SCM constitubion. The SCM does not charac- 
terize only one type of activity within the over-all program as being evangelistic; 
rather its every activity is a part of its total program of evangelian. I believe that 
we ag a Lutheran Church are in agreanent with this point a ee It seems to me that 
affiliation with a group like this is the more feasiblesbe ause members are expected 
to continue in their own churches and be faithful to their respective beliefs; They 
are not required to sacrifice anything in order to subscribe to 911 the pdbints of a 
studer:t organization creed, as would be the case, for instance, in the event of asso- 
ciation with the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, if I rightly understand its pro- 
- gram. On the other hand, the no-creed principle makes ip possible for many with very 
hazy Christian convictions to affiliate with the group and the result, if leadership 
is weak, may be a"watered-oub" program with little benefit to the studente who, in 
turn, will have little enthusiasm or motive for evangelizing others. 





The student movements in the Carribean area seem to be, foe the most part, inter- 
denominational. Much is to be said for this because it makes for a united fromt on 
the university campus y where Protestants, at best, are a small minority, and it provides 
a larger Christian nucleus for evangeliam. However, as a sample of the problems the 
interdenominational group poses, we noted that in the Bible study groups at our con- 
ference, certain points were, by mutual consent, left untouched because they were too 
controversial. I belivve we miss much of the blessing of Bible study when this happens. 





Keport --- xpansion 1955 


In the work refered to as sxpansion for 1953 we might say that several 

parts or activities are included in it. ‘the work amongst students wus 
earried on during the year meting in our home until we moved into the 
parsonage ani since then was held in the "Kducational Unit" (basementd 

of the church. Efforts were made to reach students and we were happy for all 
contacts with University students as. well as any from other schools. At 

the meetings which were held on Saturday evenings an average of approximatly 
twenty were in attendance. 


Though that has not been an easy work we have been happy to note interest dp 
among the group. Efforts were made to let the gospel be the predominant 
part. Ani it has encouraged us to note the young people taking part in the 
discussions, ami also to see that som of them have comm to services 
manifestinginterest in knowing more about the gospek truth. 


#e beligve that this work is important ani that whatever that can be done 
will be well worth-while effort for the Lord's Cause, 


Anothor part of this Expansion has been the visitation work that I have 
been able to do at the military hospital here in Bogota. There is a place 
where one can see the results of the laek of the love of Christ in the 
hearts of humanity. Because if the love of Christ reigned fully in mankinf 
those men would not have been wounded that way. Though limited in what can 
be done in visiting there yet I believe that it has been to 4 blessing to 
a few at least, as forlinstance to 2 young man from the plains ani to 
another who served in the army in Correa. 


A third phase of this Expansion may be refered to as the keekpingup contacts 
with our Field, that is the perts where ve have had te leave unvisited far 

all this long while. there-over and whenever it has been possible to send 
letters and short messages on God's Word I have done so, It has been diffi- 
cult to seni to the bklievers on the Plains, but that has been possible a few 
times also, To the Socotd field ani the Cosuy fi#ld I have had the opportunity 
frequently, for which I thank God, They all manifest that they have received 
encouragment from the letters and that it has helped them to remain faithful 

to the Lord. One of the believers on the Plains tells about how he has been 
persecuted and that five times he has been “at the point of the sword", but 
that God has protected him through all. Then he goss on to say that an 

elderly Lady was very {11. He hed been reminded by the Holy Spirit to pray for 
her and did so ani then wes reminged that he should g> to try to see her, Now 
two of her sons were some who had persecuted him very mich. But he wont in 
obedience to God's Spirit. When he came to the doc he asked it he could see her 
ani wes given permission to enter with that perpose, She was there prostrated 
on the floor. He began reading God's ward ani after a while she ¢# regained 
some strength and asked them to help her into bed. shen after reading and explain- 
ing more of the gospel, he was ready to leave she begged him to return, which he 
says he has done andi she has received great blessings from his visits, 


Though I have not been able to return to visit at the prison at which I was 
myself taken prisdner, yet I have kept up the contact with the men there by 
means of getting greetings to them by others going there ani by gettigng an 
odd letter to them, Thus being possible to encourage them to look the Christ. 


There is mmch to do in every way for the Lord. Kay we all be fsithful in 
whatever angle of it that it be and God will bless it. 


Greetings, 
---— Gerhard Ogtrem 





Boyaca’ Investigation in 1953 


It was evident on our trip thst there is a new freedom to travel 
in Boyacé. The “retenes" or local inspection chains that were so common 
and so bothersome at times have been taken away, making for much more 
ease end Illberty of movement. 


We visited Duitama where we conversed with one of the believers 
there who works in a factoryygewith the renter of our lot, and with 
one of the doctors there that hee been friendly to us. We sensed thet. 
even thourk the etmosphere politically is much better there was a 
question as to the advisebility ef our returning to Duitama to take 
up the work there. We also inveetigated the possibility of building 
on our lot and the renter told us he would look into the possibility 
of some company from Bo gota, which is nov building in Duitama, doing 
the work. There hed been expressed that with so many foreigners in 
Duitema that we would have some point of contact thereby, and thet 
would have been possible if they vere German or Inglish, but they 
are costly french. 


As one travels +9 Duiteame and then to Sogamoso, and to Belencito 
where the steel uilks are being built he cannot help but sense a new 
activity, a new enthusiesam, and a new atmosphere. A visit to the steel 
mills awes one, when seeing its rapid construction and its teuendous 
possibilities. And to see the great resources that lie in Boyace's 
mountains, Ono mountein yielding fron ore, another coal for coke, and 
a third limestone - basic materials for iron - all within 35 kus or 20 
miles of the mill he realizéa the tremendous opportunity thet is 
Boyaca's 7 bod ays Qne wonderw then what effect thie will have on life 
in Boyac& - no doubt it will change it treuendously. Perhaps some of 
you noticed some recent statistics about Boyaca in a recent edition of 
the Tiempo. According to this article Boyaca is about the lowest in 
having light, water, bath Pscilities and sewage disposal. Here are 
the statistics: 

Rabitationes without water - 90% 
Habitationes without toilets-90% 
* " bath  -96% 
" a Elect. 93% 
From this one understands why we have had such e problem in the Inst. 
to get eor young neople from some sreas to take a weekly bath. 


Belencito is now an active little city, modern in every way, with 
very comfortable homes, furniture and conveniences for the officials, 
engineers end technicians of the company. Fortunately we met a man 
from Tunia who has in the vest been very helpful to us, and who took 
us to higher uve who gave us interesting information about the project. 
And we also met a Presbyterisn accountant who showed all sorts of 
helpfulness. Te concrete construction at the mill is made by a 
Colombian compeny, the machinery and ovens are inetalled by a French 
group, the electric plant by Mexicans, the mines are supervised by 
Germans, and Americans are the engineers in charge. They expect to 
produce iron and steel in Jyly of this year, which will mark a great 
etep ahead in Colombia's industrial and economic life. 


We aleo wert to the coal mines above Paz del Rio where ea Geruan 
engineer showed us the plans of the mines and took us into one of 
them. The mines are already producing but then the mille are ready, 
they will reach their capscity output. 


About 9,000 men are or will be employed in this project, which,of 
course, causes a tremendous influx of people to Sogamoso, Duitama 
and even to Tunja where they say that 300 familieea re expected to 
enter. 





#2 
- Personal observations: 

l. That Duitema can best be served now by occasional 
visite, bit by bit making contacts. 

2. That Belencito perhaps ehould be left to the uiesion 
in Sogamoso since it ie only 15 minutee from there and easily 
accessib&éa to then. 

3. That Paz del Rio may perhaps be occupied, however it 
ig uncertain since we foun it difficult to inveatigat that possibility 
mat as one contact that we could have consulted was not theree The 
migeion in Sogamoso expressed the desire to wotk there. 

4. That Tunja should be strengthened and contacts asde from 
there thet could prove of advantage later on. 


Gerherd Ostret, 
Harold L. Oleon, 
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fe all generations" (Psalm 10035). 


Again we have experienced the truth ef these words during this yeer so filled vith 
sugpence and dramatic events. Again we have witnessed the pover of ded in overruling 
the ereftiness of men. We have experienced His protection and suataining grace. We 
have seen this line of Ris battlefront sve forward, as if by inches, in the teeth 
of bitter opposition, amid flares of new hope ani ferboding shadows. 





GERWRAY, SITUATION: We are thankful to Ged for the change in government so dramatically 
brought about by General Gustave Rojas Finilla on dune 13th. The new government has 
done on admirable job in tringing order cut of the chaos that reigned in thie country, 
and putting an end to the fratricidal war that hae taken so grest a tol) in lives ant 
property. Even if the Roman church is as firmly in the saddle as ever, ani just as 
bent upon our destruction, the politicel strife can ne longer be used ec conveniently 
at a covering for attecks on the Protestants. 


The most serious aspect of present Reman tactics ie the enforcement of their extreme 
interpretation of the previsions of the Concordat in respect to the “Mission Territories", 
where all public worship other than the Roman Catholic is nov outlawed. ‘Thie is clever 
strategy since these territories have in general shown a greater response to the Gospel 
then have the priest-ridden interfer areas. ‘The Mission Territories comprise nearly 

3/4 of the area of Colombia. 


This situation gives us great concern for the future of our work in Casanare. But we 
etill hepe te keep in contact with the believers there seni encourage them and the 
students ef the Bible Institute who are from Casanare to carry on their witness, 
eClendeatinely if necessary. 


TUNA: While Catholic pressure in Tunjeccontimes the same and no marked improvement 
in working conditions in evident, the change in eevernment has breught about a feeling 
of sore security. 


MEDELLIN: In Medellin we are not avare of any chenge at ell. The studente do not seem 
te come out with any more freedom than before. The pressure here hes little political 
significance and is social rather than political, or purely religious. 


BOGOTA: We thank God for progress in Bogotdé. The congregation is growing ani the new 
church is a great asset to the work. Its dedication on Septexder 27 end the special 
meetings that followed, with Paster Herminic Diaz of Puerto Rico es guest speaker, 
marked the climax of the year. 





Pastor F.V. Thomsents visit on cur field, his advice on the interior decorating of the 
Boget& church, ani his fine contribution in illustrative art are aleo much appreciated. 


SUCATION: This year marks another important event: the graduation of Pausanies and 
Gerarde Wilches from Cencordia Seminary, Buenca Aires, Argentina. 


Oliverio Mora haa now completed his first year of study at the sese seminary and is spendi: 
hie vacation months (Decexber, Jamery and February) in evangelistic work on the WL 
field in Bolivia. 


Two young men, Jorge Corzo emi Rodrigo Quintere, heave completed their studies at the 
Bible Institute in Rogot&. Both aspire to the Christian ministry. 
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Tt £8 our hope that the ‘heptmatnies made in primary schools in Fogot4 and Tunja might 
develop further and thet the vacation Bible echcols now conducted in Boyaed may 
spearhead the reopening of primary schools there alec. According to the Ministry 
of Zducation, less than half ef Colembia's children between the ages of seven ani 
fourteen years were in school this year. 


EQPANSION: The reports on surveys of Cali, Barranquilla ani Cartegena were presented 
at the Special Conference in Septenber and will at be enlarged upon here. Nor ere 
we ready to make further recomendations regarding expansion mice the report on the 
survey of Boyacé mate recently by Catrem and Cleon be presented te Conference. 


HIANMUS: To the Queuruis, Elicabeth Heerde ant VYalborg Torkeleon we wish a 
ier oe restful furlough so that they may return refreshed and strengthenet for 
the next tern, 





For the faithful brethren scattered threughout Royacé and Casanare we request Ged *s 
plessing and protection as they contime their patient witness of Christ to their 
neighbors, a witness which is turning enemies to friende of the Gespel. 


fo all eur eo—wrkers, Colosbien and foreign, to the Joint Boeri ani respective church 

bodies we wich te express cur sincere appreciation and gratitude for fellewship in 

ibeaoks aap a= thet each one has contrituted in hie respective way for the 
vancement of the Kingiom.of God in Colowbia. Special thanks to the mexbers of the 

Building Committee, Olson ani Quanrud, for faithfulmese in that petiense-trying job, 

and to the Board of Foreign Miesiens for patience with Conference ani constructers 

in regard te the bluniers made in building estimates. 





With thanks te God and faith in Him who so cften has put cur little faith to shame 
by deing “far more asbundently than ol] that we ask or think", we face an uncertain 
future with serene determination. 


Respectful ly submitted, 


 € brotely 


Arnfeld @. Horck 
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Jammary 26, 1954 


fo the Joint Beard of the ELC and UEC 
kas Ss. Fourth Street 
Minneapolis 15, Minnesota 


ATTENTION: Seeretaries Syrdal ani Jensen 
Dear friends in Christ: 


Enclosed is a copy cof the mimtes of the 15th anrmmal conference of the CELMOSA 
Miasion, Bogot4, Jarmary 11-19, 1954, on which I wish to comment briefly here, 

The Mission Treasurer will be submitting the budget in detail and will be explaining 
items D to EH of IV, Finance and Property. 


Y. Agriculture. This action was taken in hopes of finding some way to continue our 
work in Casanare which is part of the "Mission Territories" where our direct activity 
as missionaries is now seriously restricted, if not forbidden. We are thinking of 
the possibility of a young man who has special training in agriculture as well as 
seminary or bible school training, who might be called by the Board but whose officia 
entrance would not be sponsored by the Board. He would come on an agricuj}tural 

visa te farm on the Plains if we find such a plan practicable after mre investigatio 
here. We also think that nurses would be permitted to work on the Plains and such a 
farm could serve as a medical center aleo. There is great need for promtion of 
both agriculture and medical servica in these areas and we believe that such service 
could be an effective personal approach to those who might be contacted now that 
publie worship is forbidden in the Missicn Territories, 


Vi. Medical. A. and B, ‘hie does not mean that Miss Dfaz is employed as a worker 
under the Mission but simply that we back her unofficially in whatever way may 
further the work there. 


VII. Zducation, A. Since a boat miseion on the rivere of Casanare would not be 
practicable at this time, we recommend that thie gift be used rather for a scholarshi 
Mr. Véequez was confirmed in Medellfn in 1952 and was received a8 a manber of St. 
Paul's Imtheran Church, Lynwood, California, upon a letter of transfer te Pastor 
Allan Hansen of that church. Since his arrival in the States (Kovenber, 1952) he 
has held a job with Firestone and is now st&dying full time at the lutheran Bible 
Institute while he continues to hold his job, Mr. VAsquez informs us in recent 
correspondence that he has accepted God's call to become a pastor and wishes to go 
on to seminary. In response to my letter requesting information on Jaime Vdsquez's 
progress, Pastor Hansen comments: “If there is anyone I would like to see get a 
echolarehiy it would be Jaime. He is trying to work full time ani go te school 
full time. 


NII, Biucation. B. Since there may be othere recommended later for scholarships, 
we should appreciate knowing as scon aa possible if Oliverio Mora is already being 
supported from some other scurce. ‘The gift from St. Paul's Lutheran Church, Neola, 
Towa, amounts to over $1100 (dollars), and we understand the congregation wishes to 
continue such support from year to year. 
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VII, Kducation, Be In light of earlier correspondence with Dr. Syrdal regarding the 
scholarships, we trust that our recommendation of Mr. Everardo Correa will be com- 
municated to the colleges who have offered the scholarships. Mr. Correa is the only 
student whom we are ready to recommend at this time for graduate study. He worked 
with us last year on literature and translation and is contiming this year also. He 
does excellent work. 


VIII. Evangeliem. B. Mr. Octavio Lépez was examined by Pastors Ostrem, Olson and Morck 
and was confirmed in our church in Bogeté on Jamary 17, 1954. He has been placed in 
Tanja, also to serve the SocotA area unter the supervision of Pastors Olson and Ostrem 
respectively. His wife ia from the Socotd area and a former member of that congre- 
gation. Both are talented and consecrated young people. His tendency toward the 
lutheran view on the Sacraments has a history of two or three years before approaching 
me in Medellf{n last October. 


VIIT. Evangeliem, CO, It is still uncertain what we may be able to deo in Casanare, 
Since Mrs. Gerardo Wilches is from that area we think it is quite possible that they 
may be able to make an extensive trip visiting the believers and perhaps take up 
residence there. We believe that mech can be done through home visitation ani 
personal work even though public services are not permitted. If this plan fails 

we shall have to study the possibility of placing them either in Cali or in Medelifn. 


By Gerhard Ostrem's “Rural” placement, we mean that he will supervise any work that 
can be opened or reopened in Boyacd and Casanare other than Tunje. Since we have 
property in the Plains we think it will also be possible for him te make a trip 
through that area. 


VIII. Evengeliam D, The Conference requests that if possible Dr. Syrdal reserve 
two weeks for his visit te Colembin, one in which he may visit some of the areas 
where ve hope te cpen or reopen werk, especially the booming Paz de Rfo area with 
its iron mines and steel mills, and the other for the special meetings in Bogct& 
at which time we hope te reach a preliminary organization of the Colombian church 
with representation from the various parts of our field. 


Vill. Evangelism BE, Since Miss Jensen has been in Colombia several years with only 
short visits to the States wea advise a shorter term of service. The period suggested 
will also help to stagger the furloughs of the single workers, 


VIII. F ism F. We have in mind here mature Christian students who might be 
interested in coming to Colormbia fer special studies in such fields as archaeology, 
sociology, Latin American literature, etc. 


X.Miscellaneous. C. Mr. Gustaw Valencia is en ex-mnk who has just recently left 
the Franciscan order declaring himaelf a Protestant, He has had considerable contact 
with Evangelicals during the last five years. He was expelled from the Catholic 
Seminary in Medellin in 1948, he says, because of having contact with Dr. Quiroga of 
_the Presbyterian Mission and because Evangelical literature was found in his room. 
During the month of December and the early part of Jamary he has come for frequent 
conversations with me and has also done som literary work, He gives the impression 
of being very sincere in his mtivés and claims that he came to full light of the 
Gospe] some 18 months ago. Letters of reference from other missionaries and pastors 
with whom he has had ecntact express belief in his sincerity, but they, as well as 
cther investigation, seem to reveal a certain instability in the history of his behaviorx 
even though his character seems to be mrally above reproach. Therefore, we have 
decided to proceed slowly in our dealings with hin 
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X. Miscellaneous. G. This action is in response to the invitation of the 
Iuatheran World Federation in Colombia. 


X. Miscellaneous I. Even though the Oleons will be lacking some in serving their 
five-year-term, we feel it is better that they take their furlough at the end ef the 


Institute school year (4n November) so as to stagger the furloughs and not rrolong 
the terms cf other missionary families, 


Sincerely yours in Christ 


Arnfeld ¢. Morek 


Fnelo sure 


XIV ANWUAL COMPEREICE OF CELIOSE MISSION 
To “Readme > 


S$ damary 11-19, 1954 


The Sperintendent, Rev. A. G. Merck, eee ee ae ee ge ae es 
Triune God. 


Sornelta Jensen was welcomed inte our missionary fellowship and invited to participate | 
in the discussions. 


I. The following was the devtional ; 
A. Wondsy evening ~ Fellowship and prayer seasion directed by Belva Zerlien 
B. Worencon sessions opened with free topics, followed ty prayers 
‘Buesday ~ Sinete (Imke 2:21-35) - Hareld Olson ’ 
Wednesday. - "43 Christians" # 2:42) ~ Aske Kastlund 
fhorsdsy ~ Gan we expect conversions in Colombia todsy? - Helen Danielson 
Friday - "the Cost ef Disciplesghip" - Jeyve Bargh 
‘Saturday ~ Hie Return - Gerhard Ostren 
e. Afternoon dev tions: 


» Spanish common serviee for missionaries and national workers - Sunday p.m. 
- srehagmalaerp by Gerhard Ostrem and sermn by Arnfeld Morok 


%. Extra sessions on Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 18 and 19, opened with devotions led 
by the follewing? 
& Windsy mirning - Arnfeld Mgrck Monday afterncen - Harold Olson 


Tuesday worning - Belva Nerlien fuesisy afternoon - Gerhard Gstren 


II. Reports read ani approved? 
A. Secrekary 


(We noted an error in action of Jan., 1953, conference, IX (b), where Gerhard 
Ostrem, vice superintendent, was named among the retiring efficers, whereas he ~ 
had actually heen ehected only a year before fo #111 a vacancy (Jan., 19 
mimates, VI, ¢). However, it was agreed to let his election to a regular thre 
year term stand as beginning in Jamary, 1953.) me 

B Deperinteniont : 

C. treasurer 
Gerhard Ostrem and Helen Danielson were chosen as auditors and reported that the dor 
were andited and Seund correct, 

DB. Station reports: 
1. Bogota ~ Olger Quanrad and Gerhard Ostren 
= Expansion and student work in Bent& ~ Gerhard Ostren 

~ Gerhard Ostrem and Harold Olson 
. Medelifn = Arnfeld Morek 

5 Institute - Harold Olson 
6. Unoecupied stations ~ Gerhard Ostren 

BZ, Personal reports: 
1. Joint report by Yalborg Torkabton and Elisabeth Heerde 
2, Belwa Nerlien 
3. Helen Daniekson 
4. Joyce Bergh 

& ¥. Comittee reports; 

1. Literature - Arnfeld Morck 
2, Building ~ Harold Olsen 
3. Hiucation - doyce Bergh 
4, Medical ~ Gerhard Ostren 

G, Book store ~ Gerhard Cetren 


KE. WSCF Leadership Conference in Metauzas, Gube - Cornelia Jensen and Belva Nerlien 





I. Report from the Socoté area - Hilma Bello, Octavio Lépez, Heleno Nendivelso 
and Pedro Fenéniex | 
3. Report from Hl Carriszal - Zuoripides Mora. 


III, Greetings 
A. oe were reed from the American Iutharan Mission in Eé&&Senuth Africa, the 
Japan and Medegascar Missions of the HIG, Olger Quanrud and family ani Rev. Willi 
Thompson of the WiPL in Bolivia. 
3B. The secretary was instructed to answer the above and seni grectings XK on behalf 
the Conference te all mission fiblds of the ELC and UELC, te missionaries home on 
furlough and to Oliverio Mera. 


i¥. Finance and Property 
A, Yoted to approve the follwing medical bills: 





Yorcks ~ Dr. Leniofie 15.00 Br. Yon Eurs 27.00 
Br. You Ears 30.00 Dr. Oberndorfer 30,00 
00 Nedicines 23.30 
laboratory 00 Laboratory tests 10,00 
Medicines ’ 90.30 Total 
$132.60 Total 


Danielsen — Hedicines 30.18 Total 


Nerlien - Dr. Gberndorfer 20.00 
Laboratory tests 20.00 


P Medicines 22,80 
Rees “G2. Total 


1 Be Yoted not to grant Luis Gémor's request to purchese so paré of our lot in Duitana 
gee because it would destroy ite serviceability for future constraction. 
‘ “ 3. Yo ak 1S See AT ee ee 8 0 Se ane nee eee lnee ee aa he Peete: are MP Bere 
a@ month 
BD. Yoted to proceed with the work necessary to make the basement usable for scheol 
and te request from the Board the mney necessary for the following projects 


Flooring WEB oes Installation of toilets 35-00 (pesos) 
Tike for hall Piastering entire basement 2398.36 ; 
Tile for kitchen om Kitchen stove 2.0.3< 
Partitions for bath- Boorse 400.04 

rooms 18 


E.Yoted to request the sum of 4000 pesos to finish the main entrance steps, the 
steps te the balcony and basement from the main entry, those from the out- 
side to the sacristy and to the vestibule and those ef the tack entrance. 

at. Yoted to request an additional 5000 pesos to cover the deficit in the construction 





| 


G. Yoted that, in response to the request from the Parpa congregation for a Mission 

? hoan cf 5000 pesos for the purchase of land fo be administered ty them, the 
proceeds to be designated for the support of a pasfor, we rather let them 
administer the few acres of miscion land there for one pear, as an experinat 

H, Yoted to stopt the budget of $70,992,67(pesos) ani $530 U.S. for éhe year 1954. 

I. Yoted to buy Belva Nerlients desk st 100 pesos. 

J. woted to pay translators and literary critics from $2.40 te 3.00 (pesos) per hour 

K, Yoted to adopt the following scale of salaries tentatively and to restuly it in 

Jaly: 


oe Sesto lary for single yereon 20 


Z ingen man 
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| ‘Basie aalary for single person $18 (iicensed) 
After 2 years € or at time ef onlin : 
tion in case of pasters) | 20 $ increase 10 & inerease : 
ater 5 veers } 10 4 increase 16 % increase 
After 3 Doyyvear: 30 & increase 29. 2 increase Se 
g ‘ . . 
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ve bee cal tat Morck and Ost | see es ee th festa ce ealling an agriculftursl : 
' wisstofiary whose entrance would be sponsered pyactisAlly but not efficially a 
_ dy the Mission Board. 


eee 
he ef that, in view of Silverisa Binx's hope ef working as a nuvse on the platis, 
= eee ree ee ee ee eee 
B. Yoted that part of the $900 U.S. we have on hafd for relief purposes be used 
toward medical supplies for Silveria Pias's work ani the rest be used toward 
chapel reconstruction in Boyacé. 


Vit, Rucation : 
is Yoted that we recomeiid te the Trinity Seminary student poty that instead of using 
ins aA their gift for a boat, they put it into a skholarship, either at college or 
‘Gaee sexinary, for Jaine Vieques. 
. ae Yoted that if no one has as yet XELEXt aken Shesponsibility for the support of 
é Oliverio Mora at the Seminary in Buencs Aires, that the gift offered by the 
\ St. Paul's Zahkeran Glonmch in Neola, Iewa, be applied to that project ani to 
future recommendatioys for scho 
GC. Yet that we recommend that « part of the fut offered by the 8%. Paul's congre- 
gation, Neola, Iowa, be used for a scholarship fer Jorge Corse at the 
Colegio Americano, Bogotd, 
B. Yoted to recommend that the Bogoté staff de all pessible to find a home in which 
& inis Gémes, Jr., of Duitama might stay during the school year, his parents 
being wesponsible for board and room charges, and that we provid a one-year 
scholarship for his study at our primary school in Bogota. 
, 2 Yoted that, in view of the correspondence from Dr. Byrdal on the possibility of an 
LA scholarahip at 8t. Olaf or Iuther, we recommend Everardo Correa fer such 
a scholarship. 








B. Yoted — teachers in regularly- established schools be paid on # 12-months 
5. | 


__ > 
ey ‘1 ‘Yoted "that ‘we follow the Board's suggestion of arranging for Oliverio Mera te spend 
. his next vacation Adee, Jan. and Feb.) in the service of the LUF in Yruguay. 
8 Octavi has appreached us for work and in interviews with Paster 
Ge Yorek excres aed complete agreenent with Lthheran doctrine, and since he 
Va eg 4, hes ten Yeleased with excellent recomendations ty the Prestgterian Church, 
co ue Wal that upen. oxxniank n end confirmation we accept him as an svangelist for thi 
ae) year with the understanding that if his servites prove satisfactery, mre 
: P asrrangenents be uae. 
¢. Yotea to alopt ls following alate of ——— for the year 1954s 


-/ Roma Pansentas ahve 
Gerhard Ostren (station ‘heed) 
fig Balen Danielson 


Tonga Harel Olson (station head) 

Aa*iSpes (also to serve the Socoté area) 

Medellin “accra Jorck 
Gornelia Jensen 











Restacata 3 Mareld Olson 


Rural Gerhard Cstren 
“De Yotet that the Executive Comittee arrange for missionary and Colosbian ig aa 
sage Set og in July ai that Dr. Gyrdal de invited to visit our field on fhis way to 
a x ; Brasil and to participate in sald conferences. 
pages EB. Yoted that we receive Miss Cornelia Jensen on a Semporary contract basis and that 
- ~~ ghe de on the sane salary scale as the regularly-called single missionaries; 
that we recommend that her furlough travel to the States be paid by the 
Board (rather than cover this by aéditional salary as was suggested by Dr. 
Poe Syrdal) and that the Bourd assume no responsibility during her furlough 
age — unless ether arrangements be made at that tize. (Her present term of service 
7 irises probably be about three years.) 
, He Yoted that we suggest to the Mission Board thé possibility ef Christian students 
< ‘coming for special stuig er research at Coloxbian universities, perhgss under 
ee and thks serve as contact men for our stuient work, 


TX Elections : 
Ae Yoted that the following special connittees serve for this year? 





ziturgy Furniture tion Medical erature 
Olson Danielson Outre Ostren 

@ Ostren Clsen Joyce Berga Cornelia Jensen Ostren 
NMorck Helene Gstren Olson Bergh Nerlien 


(The first-named in each committees serves as chattzan.) 
B. Yoted that Harold Olson be reelected to the Executive Committee. 





Rese 5 - . 
he Kissel anegus 
A» Joted that we mibeidize the whe of Bhusyts 2 Gathchinn ae that 5+ enn be MEL 
" wataiied at the fo prices: cleth-bount edition at 1.50 (pasea), 
e : “paper dowd edition at $1.00. 
. “e, Setad treet Meets 3 request far use of ow Bogots church for services and 
|, special meetings to be held at such hours as the church is not excupied by 
“. the Colozbian congregation, and that a fee of twenty pesos be paid per 


nesting. 

a Totes that, in view ef Gustavo Ydencia's request for an orientation tovard the 
Christgan ministry, we we do all pessible to find an yoening Zor Rin, tn the 
way of study and work (whether swh werk be ander ox otherwise) 
sn enter 98 gye Dix time $0 become SMUMNXEXEAXEAXER established in the 
evangelical. faith ani to prove himed?. 

2 wisi Sot eel eee tee wdeslonary and Oliveric Mora the national. representa- 
tive to the South American Conference to be held at Ris 40 Jansixo, Brasil, 
pant Buy, ‘Yarek aise te serve as our representative at the literature oon- 

me Retea Oat 4n reference to the Beard action of last Noveuber regarding the Ris 

eonference wo respectfully request the use ef such terns as "foreign 

nisel stonary® and "Co Coloubien pastor er wrker® rather than “white” oni “native”, 

in order to avoid embarrassment in the future. 

¥. Yoted that, in the yeesepes Gopati tution for our congregations, Articles Y, paragraph 

~ +, wS strike out the setence® "If a matter which requives tumdiste attention 

| arises during the pastor's absence, the officers my calld a mecting". 

’ shed gas Garis have a representative on the IMF's Federacién Intergua de 
the Federacién Interana de Colenbia. 

wv de Wes thas Plsaas bo graxtok thats Furlengh at the onl of ths Tachtontn sehoed, year, 

® a. Yoted that, in response te the Baptists' pga Pre Mega Pagan cc . 
. aqnatrunien qf Sheix ova: bellding, we grant it to then for gg ’ 
xh gach hours as may be available ani at the price to de paid by 

Be etek Shen ‘Se Memes give a © peso contribution te the Mame ix agyreetasion of 
L. Yoted to adjourn. 


Respectfully subuitted, ; 


TGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTHRANA EN COLOMBIA 
RETIRO ESPIRITUAL | 
Iglesia "EL Redentcr"+-30gota, Colombia 
Del lo. al l de julio de 195h 


Tema: "Que Venga Tu Reino" 
















Jueves Sabado 





Viernes Domingo 







8:30 a 10: 30 Ne Me 
Estudios Biblicos y 
Discusion de Temas. 


Venga tu Reino por me~ 
dio del Evangelismo. 
Mate 1333-9; 18-23 


{ : 
| Venga tu reino en el 
| P. iWilches 


Hogar. 

Mat. 13:31-35 
Exp.: J. Montoya 
Mod.: ! Wilhes 











Mod.: G. Ostrem 








10:00 a 10:15 a. m. R EC ES O 











a, 





10:15 a 11:30 a. "te 


Venga tu Reino por me-~- Venga tu Reino por me- 10:00 a.m-. D. 


| 
Estudios Diblicos 3 | dio de la Enscfianza dio de mis Talentos. 11:00 a. m 
Discusion de Temas | Mat. 1312-30; 36-13 Mat. 25:31-116 Culto de Santa 

| Expe: R. Quintero Ixp.: 0. Lopez Comunién 

| Mods: B. Nerlien Mod.: G. Wilches Dir.: G. Ostrem 

i Pred.: A. C. Morck 














ALMUERZO RG 






a 















Perfodo Devocional: Perfodo Devocional: {3300 p. m 

23:00 a h:30 p. m Dire: G Garcla Dir.: G. Rodriguez "Las misiones Mun- 
Mensaje: AN. Morck Reunion de Negocios: diales de nuestra 
Saludos Dir.: A. C. Morck ‘| Iglesia." 


Dir.: R. Ae Syrdal 







Culto Solemne 
7:15 p. me ‘ de Apertura: 
Cultos de Evangelizacion| Dir.: G. Ostrem 
Pred.: G. Wilches 










Dir.: P. Wilches 
Pred.: 0. Lonez 


Dir.: La Juventud 
Fred.: J. Ce. Orozco 0. 


Dir.: H. Olson 
Predei:d.C. Orozco 0. 


en aenccemnes Som penny ane 
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ACTA DE LA ASAMBLEA GENERAL DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA, 


En Bogota, a 3 de julio de 1.954, siendo las 2330 pem, en el Santuario de 
la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de "El Redenter", se reunieron los delegados de 
la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de Colombia, asf; los Miembros Yotantes de la 
Misidn Evangélica Luterana en Colombia, Rdos. Sres. Arnfeld C. Morck, Gerhard 
Ostrem Y harold Olson, y las Srtas. Joyce Bergh, Helen Danielson y Belva Nerlien;: 
los Delegados Regionales: Por Tunja, Sra. Dia. Rosa Ayala de Iépez; por Parpa, 
Sres, Uriel Porras y Pedro Ferndéndez; por Carrizal, Sr. Proceso Mora; por Bogo- 
t4, Sres, Gustavo Rodrfguez y Gabriel Garcfa; por Medellfn, Srta,. Cornelia Jen- 
sen, 


Iuego de pasar lista a las delegaciones, el Pastor Morck, en su cardcter de 
Presidente com Superintendente de la M. E. Le en Colombia, declaré abierta la 
sesién, En primer lugar advirtié que tendrfan derecho a intervenir en las delibe- 
raciones los Pastores Licenciados, Sres,. Gerardo y Pausanias Wilches, en su ca- 
lidad de tales, Luego de un sdudo de bienvenida a todos los delegados, el Presi- 
dente puso en consideracién la necesidad de incrementar la creacién de nuevas 
congregaciones, a més de las que en la actualidad existen, es decir,la exten- 
sién de la Obra, Expuso la necesidad de organizar un Consejo o Junta que colabore 
con la Misién en los diferentes negocios que se presenten para el crecimiento y 
extensién de la Obra, para lo cual propuso la creacién de un Consejo integrado 
por todos los miembros del Comité Ejecutivo de la Misién, por dos Pastores (Or- 
denados o Licenciados) Nacionales, por dos representantes laicos, y por un re- 
presentante por cada Congregacién organizada o que se organice, 

En esta situacién el] Presidente pidié la opinién y consejos de todos los de- 
legados, as{ como los proyectos que tuvieren para el adelanto de la Obra en el 
pafs, especialmente en Boyaéa? tenféndo en cuenta que ha llegado la hora de que 
el Evangelio sea llewyado a los colombianos por personal colombiano. 

Hizo uso de la apalabra el delegade Sr. Mora, en representacién de los herma- 
nos de Carrizal. Luego de dar un saludo y expresar sus agradecimientos por la 
ayuda tanto espiritual com material recibida de la Misién, manifest6 la nece- 
sidad apremiante que tiene esa regién de la apertura de la escuela, pues si 
bien tienen el local, necesitan ayuda tanto espiritual como material, pues de- 
bido a la violencia desatada en esa regi6n, la Obra se encuentra varalizada, 
Pidié que se reclame antedlas autoridades por los perjuicios recibidos, ya que 
todos sus bienes fueron sagqueados y destrufdos, Puso de presente la necesidad 
de que se nombre un representante que lleve la personerfa de le Iglesia ante 
las autoridades y reclame legalmente las garantfas a que tenems derecho segtn 
nuestra constitucién y leyes. Rogé la ayuda de la Misién para que la escuela 
de Carrizal sea abierta en el afin entrante, 

En uso de la apalabra el delegado Sr. Porras, amnifesté los problemas y ne- 
cesidades de la Iglesia en Parpa; pidé ayuda para la organizacién de la Congre— 
gacién en el préximo mes de agosto, asf com un auxilio para la reconstruccién 
de la iglesia, pues ellos por su vropia cuenta no aleanzarfan a hacerlo, ya 
Que cuentan tinicemente con un fondo de $ 400,00, el cual es insuficiente; re- 
calcé sobre la necesidad que tienen de que se abra la escuela, haciendo énfasis 
sobre la ayuda que pide, debido a lo escaso de los fondos, Sin embargo, se com 
prometié a iniciar les trabajos de reconstruccién, rogando que le sea enviado 
e] Evang. Sr. Octavio Lépez para que los dirija, oJalA en el préxim mes de 
septiembre, ; 

A todo esto el Pastor Morck manifesté que la CEDEC ha prestado sus servicios 
ala medida de sus vosiblidades para las teclamaciones que por uno wu otro mti- 
vo ha habido necesided de presentar ante las autoridades,. 


Do 

Tom§ la palabra el Sr. Arquimedes Bello, visitante de Parpa, para pedir la 
atencién de todos los delegados sobra las manifestaciones hechas en cuanto a 
la necesidad Qe se tiene de que sus escuelas sean abiertas. 

Tom la palabra el Sr, Juan Montoya, visitante de Bogot&, para manifestar 
que en su Ultima visita a Mausa tuvo la onrtunidad de ver las rainas en que 
se encuentran las propiedades de la Obra, poniendo de presente que durante los 
adfas que prmanecié en esa regién fueron my pocos los creyentes aque encontré, 
Hizn ver Ja necesidad que tiene tal regién de que le sea enviada una persona 
que se encargue de la Obra, para darle fuerza y entusiasm a los hermanos, 

Iuego hizo uso de la palabra el Pastor Lic. Sr. Gerardo Wilches para poner 
de presente la situacién en que se encuentran las regiones de Chiscas y Carri- 
zal, pidiendo una visita para ella y asf probar terreno, pues crée que con la 
ida de un& Pastor auizé se pueda reiniciar la Obra, 

TomS la palabra el delegado Sr. Ferndndez para referir algunos episodios 
de los hechos del cura de su pueblo, recomendando que no se hagacaso de lo que 
digan o hagan los curas, pues asf no podremos llevar adelante nuestro trabajo. 

Hizo luego uso de la palabra el Rdo. Tr. Rolf Syrdal, Secretario Ejecutivo 
de las Junta de las Misiones Fordneas de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de los 
Estados Unidos de Norte América, quien luego de un expresivo saludo, manifesté 
su comolacencia por habér ofdo los informes de los diferentes delegados de las 
distintas regiones, Hizo expresiva su conformidad por la organizacién del Con- 
sejo Auxiliar de la Misién, Dijo que a todos nosotros, siendo cristianos, nos 
corresponde trabajar unidos en la Obre del Sefior, no sisndo de importancia el 
que tengams o no tengamos un bonito edificio, més s{ una congregacién fuerte 
y viviente, Se trata de saber si el trabajo de la Misién ha sido efectivo, es 
decir, si en los lugares en donde se ha trabajado hay creyentes, pués es de 
suma importancia abrir nuevws frentes donde llevar el Evangelio. lo importante 
est& en que en cada lugar en donde se trabaje haya a lo menos una persona que 
se interese pot la extension dey la Palabra, La presencia de estas delegacio— 
nes es una demstracién de que no han sido infructuosos los trabajos y de que 
sf hay fe en los creventes, Con estas reuniones se quiere dar una oportunidad 
para que todos tomen parte en los trabajos de la Obra, estimléndose y animfn- 
dose unos a otros, 

El delegado Sr. Rodrfguez hizo la pregunta de aque nor qué se ceja el que > 
personas que no tienen preparacién tomen en sus manos la Obra, pudi éndese in- 
currir en errores ¢ebido a su impreparacién, Fl Tr, Syrdal contésté que no ha- 
biendo personal preparado, y sin poder dejar inactiva la Obra, se tiene la ne- 
co aa de apelar alos elementos de que se cispone, aunque no tengan prepara- 
cién, 

Algunos delegados hicieron uso de la palabra para manifestar que se ha ha- 
blado de todo menos de la ayuda econémica, pues se cebe tener en cuenta que 
casi todos los miembros de las iglesias son pobres y que evidentemente no es- 
tamos en condiciones de sostener los fiferentes frentes de trabajo por nuestra 
propia cuenta, pidiendo se defina las cantidas de ayuda con que vams @ con- 
tar, para as{ poder hacer planes, 

"El Dr. Syrdal manifesté la buena voluntad que anima a todos los miembros 

de la Misidn, pero que 6] no pod£a hacer promesa concreta alguna, pues todo 
dependfa de la voluntad y recursos con que contara la Junta en los Estados 
Unidos, Recaled que estas reuniones, si bien son para tratar de negocios en 
general, debe ponerse mayor cuidado en la presentacién de ideas titiles y en 
hacer una crf{tica constuctiva pare el mejor adelanto de la Obra, Sin embargo, 
pues? de presente una vez ms su magnffica voluntad para que la Misién ayude en 
todo cuanto esté a su alcance, 

El Pastor Morck y el Dr. Syrdal manifestaron que la evidente ayuda que ne- 
cesitan las iglesias debe solicitarse mentiante un plan o proyecto por escri- 
to, para que ellos nuedan presentarlo e la Tunta de Misiones de los EE, UU., 
Génde ser& estudiado junto con las otras partes del mundo, donde también tie 
nen problemas y necesitan ayuda, v asf ver en aué manera se puede prestar, 
le avude no se nuede dar sino a acduellas Congregaciones que han demstrado 
su interés en la extensidn ée la Obra, y que a su vez estan dispuestas a ha- 


3- 


cer sacrificios; entonces se les presta ayuda, de acuerdo con sus necesidades 
y con los recursos de que se disponga. 

El Pastor Ostrem presenté informe acerca de la Obra en Casanare, hablando 
de sus adtuales problemas y necesidades, as{ com también de las oportunidades 
que a su juicio existen en tal regién, , 

El delegado Sr. Garcfa propuso se procediera a la eleccién de la Junta,pro- 
posicién que fue aprobada por unanimidad. En consecuencia, se procedié ale 
eleccién de los miembros colombianos, 

Fueron inscritos como éandidatos los Res, Evang. 0. Idépez, Uriel Porras, 
Hugo Martfnez, Gustavo Rodrfguez, Proceso Mora, y 1a Sra. Dfia. Rosa Ayala de 
Le. -- Hecho el escrutinio correspondiente, did el siguiente resultado; 


Uriel Porras - 5 vwtos 
Qctavio Iépez - 9 4 
Rosa A4yaladeL. - 9 # 
Hugo Martinez -~ 7 W 
G. Rodrfguez -~ 5 4 
Proceso Mora - 2 


De acuerdo con la votacién anterior, resultaron electos los Sresg.Evang. 
Octavio Lépez y Hugo Martinez, - En cuento a Nelegados en su car&cter de Pas- 
tores, fueron elegidos por unanimidad los Sres, Pastores Licenciados Gerardo 
y Pausanias Wilches, 

Terminada la eleccién, hizo uso de la palebra el] Pastor Ostrem, quien pidié 
la atencién de la Junta nombrada en relacién con los problemas de la Iglesia 
en Parpa, 

El delegado Sr. Garcfa propuso que las diferentes delegaciones nombren cada 
una a uno de sus miembors para que asistan a las reuniones de la Junta, pues 
si bien no tienen derecho a nombrar su delegado por no estar los grupos que re~ 
presentan debidamente organizados en Congregaciones, pueden ir a participar en 
laa discusiones como observadores, con derecho al uso de la palabra, pero sin 
derecho a voto. Esta proposicién fue aprobeda por unanimidad. El Pastor Lic. 
Sr. Pausanias Wilches propuso que se hiciera una reunién el préximo lumes 5, 
alas 3:00 p. m, para instalar la Junta. A la vez solicité que se levantara 
la sesién por lo avanzado de la hora, lo que fue eprobado por unanimidad. 

Siendo las 5:30 p. m, el Presidente, Pastor Morck, luego de expresar los 
agradecimientos por los resultados de la reunién, con oracién declaré levan- 
tada la sesién, 


El Presidente, El Secretario 4d hoc, 
(Fdo.) Arnfeld C. Morck (Fdo.) Hugo Martinez 


ae 
ACTA DE INSTALACION DEL CONSEJO ADMINISTRATIVW PROVISIONAL DE LA IGLESIA 


EVANGELICA LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA, 


En Bogota, a 5 de julio de 1954, siendo las 3:00 p. m., en la Casa Pastoral 
de la Iglesia Evangélica Iuterana "El Redentor", se reunieron los miembyes acor- 
dados por 1a Asamblea General de la Iglesia Evangélica Iuterana de Colombia, en 
su sesién del 3 de este mismo mes y afio, para integrar la Junta que colabore con 
la Misién Evengélica Luterana en Colombia en los diferentes negocios que se pre- 
senten para el crecimiento y extensién de la Obre. Estuvieron presentes la tota- 
lidad de sus miembros, asf: por el Comité Ejecutivo de la M. E. Le en Colombia, 
los Rdos. Sres, Arnfeld C. Morck, Gerhard Ostrem Y Harold Olson; los Pastores 
Licenciados Sres. Gerardo y Pausanias Wilches; los Delegados Sres, Evang. Octa~ 
vio Lépez y Hugo Martinez, y el Sr. Juan Montoya, representante provisional de 
la Congregacién "El Redentor", de Bogot& Ademfs, los Sres. Proceso Mora y Uriel 
Porras, como observadores de las regiones de Carrizal y Parpa, respectivamente. 


Luego de unos momentos devocionales, el Pastor Morck, en su calidad de Super- 
intendente de la M. E, L. en Colombia, declaré abierta la sesién, A continuacién 
propuso se procediera a la integracién de la direccién de la Junta, lo que fue 
aprobado por unanimidad, Se nrocedié a la eleccién de Presidente, acorddndose ner 
unanimidad que la Presidencia debe corresponder en todo caso al Superintendente 
de la M. BE, Le en Colombia, Se rposiguié entonces a la eleccién de Vice-presiden- 
te, hahiéndose inscrito los siguientes nombres; Pastores Licenciados Sres, Gerar- 
do vy Pausanias Wilches, Pastor Sr. Gerhald Ostrem, Realizada la votacién y hecho 
el escrutinio, dié el siguiente resultado: 


Gerhald Ostrem - 5 votos. 
Pausanias Wilches~ 1 voto. 
Gerardo Wilches ~— 2 votos, 

En consecuencia, se declaré electo al Pastor Ostrem como Vice-presidente de 
la Junta, El Pastor Morck sugirié que fuera elegide corm Secretario el Sr, Fu- 
go Martinez, lo que fue aceptedo y aprobado ver unanimidad. Se procediida la 
eleccién de Tesorero, habiéndose inscrito los nombres de los Sres. Tuan Montoye 
y Pastor Lic. Pausanias Wilches. Hecha la votacién, el escrutinio dié el siguien~ 
te resultado: 

Juan Montoya - 6 vwotos. 
Pausanias Wilches- 2 votos, 
En consecuencia, se ceflaré electo com "Tesorero al Sr. Juan Montova,. 


A continuacién el Pastor Morck sugirié se procediera a considerar los debe- 
res y autorizaciones ce la Junta. Para el efecto, el mismo Pastor Morck presen- 
t6 una lista de sugestiones, la cual fue lefda y discutida punto por punto, asf: 
El nombre de la Comisién o Junta de representantes elegidos par la Asamblea Ge- 
neral, representativa de las diferentes zonas o regiones en donde trabaja nues— 
tra Iglesia, debe llevar el nombre de CONSEJO ADMINISTRATIW PROVISIONAL DE La 
IGLESIA EVANGELICA RUTERANA DE COLOMBIA. Este Consejo funcionerdé en forma provi- 
sional, en espera de que se organice el] Sfnodo de Colombia. Discutido el nombre © 
anterior, fue aprobado nor unanimidad. Se continué con la discusién de las autoria 
zaciones y deberes del Consejo, que son los siguientes: 


1 - Recibir los reclamos y considerar los problems que se presenten en los dis~ 
tintos campos de trabajo, 

e - Preparar el programa y pormenores para las Conferencias Generales de la Tgsle- 
sia en el vafs. 

3 - Considerar y recomendar los diferentes aspirantes a becas en vlanteles edu- 
cativos. 

4 - Recomender a la Misién campos de trabajo v la ubicacién de Pastores, Evan- 
eelistas v maestros necionales. 
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5 
5 Considerar y examinar candidatos vara la Oréenacién al Ministerio, a base 

_ de llamamientos a determinado campo de trabajo, 
fox Papa la Ordenacién se exig la previa aprobacién del Consejo y la Misién, 
6 - ratar casos de disciplina, 

? - Ayudar a las Congregaciones en la organizacién de escuelas y en la provisién 
de maestros, 

8 - Promover la organizacién de la Iglesia Nacional, 

9 - Gestionar ante las autoridades civiles los problems que sean referidos al 
Consejo, 

10- Fomentar la Mayordomfa Cristiana en nuestras Telesias, 

ll- Promover la Evangelizacién, 

12- El perfdo de los miembros nacionales del Consejo serd de dos (2) ajios, sus- 
ceptibles de reeleccién, mientras se organiza el Sfnodo de Colombia, 

TLefdos y discutidos los anteriores puntos, fueron aprobados en su totalidad, 

Se acordé nombrar e los Brees. Pastor Harold Olson y Pastores Lic, Gerardo 
y Pausanias Wilches, en comisién para que estudien los anteriores puntos y, si 
es el caso, presenten nuevas sugestiones al Consejo. 

El Pastor “orck presenté un proyecto de Constitucién para Iglesias Evangéli~ 
cas Luteranas, covias del cual se entregé a cada uno de los miembros del Conse- 
Jo para su estudio individual, para que en reunién que se cité para el vréximo 
dfa miércoles, alas 8, 30 Peye, SE presenten las mocificaciones u observaciones 
que se estimen del caso sobre tal rooyecto, y recomendar su anrobacién, 

Con oracién, y siendo las 6:00 p.m, se declaré levantada la sesion, 


El Presidente, El Secretario, 


(Fdo.) arnfeld (. Morck (™do.) Fugo Martinez. 


4cT4 NE LA REUNION NFL CONSEIO ANMINTISTRATIW DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
& TUTERANA DE COLOMBIA, 


En Bogot&, el dfa 7 de julio de 1.954, a las 8:30 p.m, en la Sasa Pastoral 
de la Congregacién de "El Redentor", por convocatoria hecha vor el mismo cuer- 
po, sesioné el Consejo Administrativo de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de 
Colombia, Asistieron todos sus miembros, con excepcién del Sr, Hugo Martinez, 
Presidié el Pastor Arnfeld C. Morck. Fue nombrado Secretario Ad hoc el Pastor 
Lic, Pausanias Wilches. 


I. Se acordé nombrar por unanimidad a los Sres. Gerhald Ostrem, Gerardo 
Wilches, Octavio Iépez y la Srta, Belva Nerlien para una visita de ins-~ 
peccién y estudio en el f&rea comprendida entre Sogamso, Belencito y 
Paz de Rfo, con el fin de analizar la situacién en aquel campo de ac- 
tividad, para el establecimiento de la Obra Evangélica en esa regién, 

a base de los informes trafdos por esta comisién, 


II. Se acordé que el Presidente convoque la reunién del Consejo Administra- 
tivo. Podré también hacerlo a peticién de cuatro miembros del Consejo. 


III.. Hl Consejo Administrativo recibié de la Misién la solichtud que el Sr, 
Julio C,. Orogco 0, hizo, con el fin de ser aceptado como Pastor en la 
Iglesia Evangélica Luterana, Hl Consejo entré a considerar dicha soli- 
citud, habiéndose acordado estudiarla detenidamente y con el tiempo ne~ 
cesario, para su fallo final. 


Iv, El Provecto de Constitucién para Iglesias Evangélicas Luteranas fue es~ 
@ tudiado en parte y ser& estudiado mis detenidamente para su anrobacién 
y recomendacién en future reunién, 
v. Siendo la 1:30 a. m. del dfa 8 de mismo mes y afio, la sesién fue levan- 
tada, convocdéndose para préxima reunién el dfa 29 de este mismo mes, en 
esta misma ciudad de Bogota, 


El. Presidente, El Secreterio 4d hoc, 


(Fdo.) Arnfeld C. Morck (Fao.) Pausanias Wilches. 





4074 TE LA COMISION NOMBRADA POR EL CONSEJO ETECUTW PROVISIONAL PARA LA 
REVISION DE LAS AUTORIZACIONES Y DEBERES DEL CONSEJO Y SUGESTION DE Al 
GUHOS OTROS, 


En Bogoté, a 9 de julio de 1.954, siendo las 8:30 p. m y en la Casa Pasto-~ 
ral de la Congregacién de "El Redentor", de acuerdo con el nombramiento que se 
hizo vor el Consejo Aéministrativo Provisional en su reunién del 7 de este mis— 
mo mes y afio, se reunieron los Sres, Pastor Harold Olson, Bastor Lic. Gerardo 
Wilches vy Evang. Octavio Iépez, en compeffa del Pastor de esta Congregacién, 
Sr. Gerhard Ostrem, para la revisién y estudio de lagunos otros estatutos vara 
el G, 4, P de la Telesia Bvangélica Luterana de Colombia, 


I. Después de la oracién se dié lectura a las Autorizaciones y Deberes acorda- 
dos nor el G, A. P. en su reunidn del 7 de este mismo mes y afio. 


II, Se sugirié por la Comisién que formen parte de las Autorizaciones y Deberes 
del C. Aw P. los siguientes puntos: 


A. Cultivo de la vida devocional en los hogares dey todas las Congregacio- 
nes luteranas, as{ com el animar a los miembros para que asistan a los 6ultos 
de Oracién, 


R,. Que se tenga cada. afio en cada Congregacién, si es posible, wun cursillo 
pare la neparacién de lfderes en las Congregaciones, 


C. Que se tengan Camementos Bfblicos o Retiros Espirituales para la juven- 
tud de nuestras Congregaciones,. 


D. Sue se funde en cada Congregacién bibliotecas piiblicas vara el uso de 
sus miembros. 


E. Que se nga en cuenta el vroveer de més revistas luteranas a nuestra 
Congregaciones, y literatura evangélica con sane doctrina. 


F. ue cada Congregacién celebre el Mfa Zel Tnstituto BEBLico, citdndose 
para tal fin un dfa determinado del afio. La ofrenda levantada en ese dfa ser 
dedicada al fondo de sostenimientos del Instituto. 


G. QQ@e cada afio se celebre un Dia de las Misiones en cada Congregacién 
y que la ofrenda de tal Dfa sea enviada al Tesorero del C. Ae Pe 


III. Se sugirié que se presente a la Misién para su estudio la posibilidad 
de que el &, 4, P. pueda wtar en la ubicacién ge obreros nacionales y extranje- 
TOS. 
La sesién fue levantada con orecién siendo les 10:10 p. m 
El Presidente, El Secretario Ad hoc, 
(Fdo.) Arnfeld C. Morck Octavio Lénez 
N. B.: El suscrito Secretario Ad hoc hace constar aque involuntariamente se omi- 


ti6 al principio de esta Acta el nombre del Pastor Lic. Pausanias Wilches, quien 
presidié la reunién, 


ACTA DE LA CO ISIO NW NOEBREADA POR EL CONCH JO EJECUTIVG 
PROVISIONAL PARA LA REVISION LE LOS ESTATUTOS LEL CORCE JO _Y LA 
@ JERENCIA DE ALGUNOS OTHKOS. 
Juiio ¢ de 1°54 


De acuerdo con e] nombremientc cue se nizo por el Cencejo Ad- 
winietrative en ev reunién del 7 de julio del presente , se reu- 
nteren los serorea ? Harld Olson, 0. Lépez, ?- ¥ G. Wilches a las 
(3:30 P.M. er le casa pastore] en corpafifa del pastor sefor Ogee 
trem Dare la revisiér y estudic de algunos otros estatutcs pera 
el @oncejo Adrinistrativo Brokésional de la Iglesia bwvangélice Lu- 


- terana en Colombia. . x p p, 


I. Después de la oracién se dif lectura a las Setetutes acordadcs 
por el Concejo Ae Pe. en su reunién del 7 6e julio delpresente.- 


p , 
Se sugiere vor la corision que forme parte de cay mney B 


Tye 
Gel Concejo A- P. Jos siguientes puntca: 


A- Cultivo de la vida devecicnel en la familia en los hogseres de 
todcs les conrregncioner luterenastasi come su eanimaci’on de los 
miertros para sug asistencia a los cultos de oracién. 


si es posible , @B 
as congrercciones. 


B. Gue se tenga cuda anc en cada congregacién , 

un Cursillo pare la preparaci‘on de 1fderes en i 

@ C. Cue se tengan Campanentos Biblices o Fetircs Napirituales para 
la juventua ce nuestras Congregaciones - 


LD. Que se funde en cada ecnrreracién un biblioteca pitblica para 
el uso de ceda coneregecién. 

Ne Cue ge teng: er cvente el proveer de és revistee luteranas a 
nuestras ce:gregaciones, y literatura evayélics con sana doctrine. 


FF. gue cada congregeacién ceiebre el éfa del Instituto. citendo- 
ee pura tal fin un éfa deterrminaco sel sho . Le efrende leventeda 
en este dia ser’a dedicsda cara e1 sceten del Inatitute. 


Ge Gue cada ehe se celébre unr éfa de Misiones er cada cOongrege - 
veién y que le ofrenda see enviada al tesctrere cel Cencejo A- 


inte Se sugirié per el seficr Inez ave tocante al punte cuarto de 

los Estatuios del Cencejo , de cue la Wisi’on estudie la recomends 

cién de gue el Goncejc Admingttrative de le Iglesia vengélica Lu 
terena en Colombia pueca tomer parte con vez ¥y vote en la ubicaciam 
ce nacionelee vy extraryercs. _ > 


. 


Se propuso y avroho*levant+r ta reunién v se hizo con oracién 
e lee 1O:]uU P.M 


© pres. P. Wileres 


sec. O. Lére#z. 


ACTA NEL CONSETO ANMINISTRATIW PROVISIONAL DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
LUTERANA DEB COLOMBIA! 


El d&a 28 de julio de 1.954, siendo las 9:00 p. m, en 1a Casa Pastoral de 
la Gongregacién de "El Redentor", de Bogot&, se reunié el Consejo Administra- 
tivo de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de Colombia, Estuvieron presentes todos 
sus miembros, con excepcién de su Secretario, Sr. Hugo Martinez. Se no mbr6é 
Secretario Ad hoc al Pastor Lic, Pausanias Wilches,. 


Se dié principvio a la reunién con la lectura de la Palabra de Nios y con 
oracién vor el Pestor Olson. Luego el Presidante, Pastor Morck, declaré abier- 
ta la sesi6én, 


Fueron lefdas por el Secretario Ad hoc las Actas pertenecientes a las si- 
guientes reuniones: de julio 3, de la Asamblea General de I. EB. T de Colom 
bias: y las de julio 5 y 7 del mismo mes de julio, de reuniones de este Conse— 
jo. EL Presidente sugirié aprobar las actas lefdas. El Pastor Lic. Gerardo 
Wilches lo secundé y fueron avrabadas. 


El Presidente pidié e] informe de la comisién que visité a Sogamso, Blen- 
cito y Paz de Rfo, el informe fue lefdo per el Sr. G. Wilches, El informe 
contiene primeramente la visita que hicieron los comisionados a Sogamso y la 
conversacién que sostuvieron con la Iglesia Pentecostal de aquella ciudad. 
Segtin dicho informe, la Tglesia Pentecostal no mira con agrado el estableci- 
miento de otra iglesia evangélica en dicha ciudad, Segiin las observaciones 
personales de la comisién, Sogamoso es una ciudad que puede dar lugar para la 
obra de otra Misién, Lefdo el informe, el Sr. 0. Ldépez vropuso que el informe 
fuese recibido y anrohado, lo aque hizo el Consejo, 

Hl Sr. Olson pregtnté si la comisién recomendaba la entrada a Sogamso. El 
Sr. Ostrem contesté diciendo aque tenfamos cue considerar la actitud de nues- 
tras iglesias en caso de que otra Misién fuese a abrir obra en los lugares en 
los cuales ya estamos esgablecidos, El Sr. Olson analizé la situacién pera el 
estatlecimiento de un colegio en Sogamso y liege’ a la conclusién de que su 
costo serfa m4s o menos 10 mismo, pero serfa mAs seguro su funcicnamiento en 


‘Bogot& No se llegé a ningfin acuerdo en cuanto a la Obra en Sogamso. 


Hl Sr. G. Wilches pregunté acerca de la respuesta que debe der a los cre- 
yentes ce Carrizal en caso de ser preguntado en cuanto al reclamo de las cosas 
perdidas por la Misién en el Cocuy, El Sr. Olson contesté que eso ya habfa 
sido contestado michas veces. 


El Sr, Lépez sugirié qué se nombrara una comisién para el informe trafdo 
Be Sogamoso. Nedie secundé su proposicién. 


El Sr. Olson propuso que se reuna el Consejo a la 1:30 p. m. del dfa 29 
Gel presente mes, 


Con oracién se levanté la sesién, siendo las 10:30 p. m 
El Presidente, El Secretario Ad hoc, 


(Fdo.) Arnfeld G. Morck (Fdo.) Pausanias Wilches. 


ACTA DEL CONSEJO ADMINISTRATIVO PROVISIONAL DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA 
LUTERANA DE OOLCMBIA. 


En Bogot&, el dfa 29 de julio de 1.954, siendo 1a 1:45 p. m, en la Casa 
Pastoral de la Congregacién "Ei Redentor", se reunié el C. A. P, de lal. 
E. Le. de Colombia, conforme a lo acordado en su filtima reunién, Asistieron 
todos sus miembros, con excepcién del Sr, Hugo Martinez, su Secretario. 

Se dié principio a la rewién con la lectura de la Palabra y oracidn por los 
integrantes del :Consejo. 


1. Ios Sres. G, Wilches, 0. Iépes, J. Montoya y P. Wilches presentaron por 
escrito algunas vronosiciones para la consideracién del Consejo, las cuales 
fueron lefdas nor el Secretario Ad hoc, 


2. Fue lefda también el Acta de Auterizaciones y Neberes que la Comisién 
nombrada por este Consejo preparé en su reunién del 9 de julio del presente 
ano. 

3. Después de lefda tal Acta, y discutido su tiltim punto por las dificwl- 
tades que presentaba, el Sr, Ostrem provuso que el “Consejo acentara los nun- 
tos nropuestos y que figuran marcedos con las letras dela AalaG. Fue se- 
cundado y aprobado por unanimidad. 7 


4, El punto en discusién fue reformado asf: "Se sugiere al C. A. P. que 
presente @ la Misién para su estudio la vosibilidad de que este mism “Consejo 
pueda votar en la ubicacién de los obreros nacionales y extranjeros", La re- 
forma fue aprobada. 


5. Se pesé luego e considerar la primera de las proposiciones presentadas 
por escrito por los firmantes antes mencionados, y que trata del estableci- 
miento de la Obra en Sozamso. Fue secundede por el Sr. Montoya. Se vrocedié 
a votacién y fue avrobado nor mayorfa, 


La sesidn se déclaré en receso hasta las 7:00 p. m de este mism dfa, . 


Siendo las 73:25 p. m. el Consejo entré a sesionar nuevamente, con lectu- 
re de la Palabra de Nios y oracién. 


e 


6. Se pasé @ considerar la segundanroposicién presentada por escrito, y que 
trata de que cada Gongregecién mande un informe por escrito a la Asamblea Anual 


_delatl, BE. Tl. de Colombia, Este informe seré estadfsticéd y financiero, Fue 


avrobvado por mayvorfa, 


7. Se pronuso que otras entidades que estén también al servicio de la Igle- 
sia.deben rendir también informe a la Asamblea Anual. Fue aprobado, 


8. Fueron lefdas dos nronosiciones que nresentaron los Sres, Pausanias y Ge- 
rardo Wilches, la nrimera proposicién fue reformda y avrobada asf; "Recomenda- 
mos al Consejo investigar los motivos por los cuales el Sr, Juan N, Montoya se 
retiré de la Obra, para noder recomendar su llememiento a la Misién", El Sr. 
Montoya exvlicé los mtivos vor los cuales se retiré, ya que la Misién dijo no 
tener nada en contra suya. 

Ofdos los mtivos vor los cusles el Sr. Monteve se retiré de la Obra y des- 
pués de ser ewaminado en doctrina, se ecordé recemendarlo a la Misién para su 
llamamiento a la Obra, 


~~ 
* t 


2. 


9. Se pasd a considerar la segunda proposicién escrita por los frimantes ya 
mencionados y que trata del uso de la toga. Puesta en discusién, fue aprobada 
as{: cuatro votos a favor, uno en contra y dos abstenciones, 

10. Se pasé a considerer el estudio del Proyecto de Constitucién pra Tele. 
Sias Evangélicas Imteranas de Colombia, con la reforma @ e se hizo acerca del lla- 
Mamiento de Pastor, Fue aprohado por unanimidad, 


Siendo las 11:00 p, m la sesidn se levanté nor medic de oracién, 
El Presidente, El Secretario 4d hoc, 


(Fdo.) Arnfeld ¢, ‘Morek (Fdo.) Pausanias Wilches 
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EXTRACT OF MINUTHS OF THE PROVISIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COCUNSIL, SESSIONS JULY 
28th and 29th. G54 


All sessions were onened with the reading of the Holy Scripture and prayer, 


In the absenee of the Secretary, Mr. Hugo Martinez, Mr. P. Wilches was aponinted 
Secretary Pro tem. 


I. The minutes of the General Assenbly of July 3th and those of the PAC, July 
5th and 7th were read and apnroved,. 


II. 4 reporte by the Committee anpvointed to investigate the Sogamso; Belencito - 
Paz de ®fo area was read. 

The findings of the Committee pointed definetely to Sogamoso as mst strategical 
center for a boarding school, especially for the children from "Mission territory"! 
and for serving our people who come up from the plains as well as those working in 
the steel area, 

However mich discussion followed, as to the advisebility of onening work in 
Sogamoso, aminly in view of the rather negative attitude of the Pentecostal Mission 
working there. No agreement was reached and the session was adjurned to meet again 
July 29th, ; 


SESSIONS -TILY 29th, 


III, Votd to carry the following motions presented in writing by G. Wilches, 

O. Bépez, FP. Wilches and J, “Montoya: 

1. That plans be made to begin work in Bogemoso, 

2. That each Congregation present a reonrt to the anual meeting of the 
General Assemble of the Church, This report to be approved by the preseding meeting 
of the Congregation, 

3. That similar reports be presented by all intitutions or committees serving 
the church in general, such as the Bible Institute, the Literature Committe, etc, 


IV. The following points were presented by the committee appointed to study 
the autority and duties of the PAC and approved by the same as addibions to the 
list drawn up at it meeting of Jily 5th: 

A. "> Encourage family devoti@nal life in all homes of our Butheran Con- 
gregations, and incourage all merbers to attend the nrayver meetings. 

R, That there be held amally, if possible, in each congregation a short 
course for the training of leadres in the congregation. 

C. That there be Held Bible Camps and spiritual retreats for the vouth 
of our congregations. 

D. Promte the organizing of a public library in each congregation for 
the use of its mebers, 

E, Endeavor to provide more Lutheran magazines for our congregations and 
more Evangelical literature of pure doctrine, 

F, Encourage each congregation to celebrate, on a certain day od the year, 
a "Bible Institute Day", the offering of the day to be used for the support of the Bible 
Institute, 

C. Encourage the celebration of a "Day of Missions" in each congregation, 
the offering of which should be sent to the Treasurer of the PAD. 


Vv. It was suggested to the PAG by the same Committee "that the PAC presente 
to the Mission for its constdération, the possibility of the PAC having a wte 


in the placement of national and foreing workers". The PAC voted to vresent this x 
request, ; 


VI. Pausaniss and Gerardo Wilches presented in writing the following motions: 
A. That the PAC investigate the reason for which Juan Montoya discontinued 
voric with the Mission and that he examined doctrinally with a view to calling 
him into the mw work agsin. 





ay 
Cum 
B. To recommend that all workers use the robe for church services, especial- 

ly for the worship service an in adminésteritg Baptism and the lord's Supper. 

Point "A" was accepted, Montoya gave the reasons requested, was duly 
examined by the PAC and recommended to the Mission for call. 

Point "BY was carried with 4 votes in favor, one against and 2 abstained 
from voting. 


. VII. The changes made in the propo sed constitution for Congregations of the 
EZ. L. C. in Colombia regarding the calling of the pastor were studied and appro ved 
by unanimus vote, 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 
Signed, 


A. ©. Morck, pres. 
Pausanias Wilches, sect. 


LA MISION EVANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOMBIA 


The Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America 


Apartado Aéreo 49-80 Direccién Telegrdfica: LM Apartado Nal. 25 
Apartado Nal. 29-16 Cable Address: CE OSA Tunja, Boyacd, Colombia 
Bogoté, Colombia 
a % Apartado Aéreo 14-82 
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gore 1 Apartado Aéreo 1482 Medellin, Colombia 
Medellin, Colombia 


Azosto 6, 19% 


Miembros del Consejo Administrativo Frovisional 
de la Iglesia Bvangélica Luterana en Oolombia 


Apreciados Oolaboradores en Cristo 
Recihan wi cordial sealude en les vinowlos del amor cristianoe 


Tengo el placer de dirigirme con tods brevedad a Us. referente al sefiar 
Rodrfzo Quintero quién al ingresar en 61 Institute Bfblico-Cultural hace 
mhe de dos afios manifest6 su deseo de prepararse para el santo ministerioe 
Quando estuve ultimamente en Bogot’, me manifest6 nuevamente su propésito 
de continuar sus estudios para ese fin, ei fuera posible al terminar el 
presente afio de trabajes cano profesor en el Institutoe 


Por le tanto, les presento a este buen harmano para su consideracién en 
nuestra préxima reunién en septiembre con mi recomendacién personal de que 
sea becado para estudiar en uno ce los seminarios luteranos de Argentina. 


les pido el faver de ésoribirme de antemeno referente a otros regocios que 
debemos atender en nuestra préxims reunifm para que se pueda organizer mejor 
la agenda de tal manera qie no perdemos tanto tiempo en la reunions 


Sin otro rarticular por el momento, me despido 


Su atento servidor en Gristo, 


Arnfeld/C. Morok 


Fausanias Wilches 
3Jererdo Wilches 
Octavio Lépez 
Hugo Martinez 
Juan Montoya 
Jerhard Ostren 
Harold Olson 
Helen Danielson 


 - , be named for election as Members of the P 


MOHUTRS OF THE PROVISIONAL ADMCNISTRATIVE COUNCIL OF THE EVENOELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN COLOMBIA (Proposed Organization) 
October 26, 1954 

The Meeting of the ee ee ee oe 
Redeemer in Bogoté, meting at 4:15 Fe Me The Session began with the reading 
of Jamas.101-12, and 0 season of prayer. 

le Secretary Ad. an brake 4 Ge 
, of October 11 dit = Sek Sete oe Gandlinten to 

entiazuctry oxtvico ue oommndcant mente E+ RG eae? os tis 





xr 
ile The mtters for consideration ware presented ly the cinirmn, especially 
matters dealing with ure Quintero’s going ewsy to study. 


TlI. Voted that the book “Preutuarie de Frovediniantos Parlewanterios* by He 
Honey, be accepted as guide for the deliterations of the P 


IV. Voted that the etter dealing with Hr. Quintero’s going amy to study and 
working before going, as seen in the Minutes of October 11 dit. be recon- 


otty, to reseing fe ote ae ee Ge fee ee 


thn aenionry Oworen} tint nt be ders in te place share tn Po Ae Ge- 
the Lord‘s work before Being aay to otuly next Dpeing'. 


_ Wie Voted to adjourn. 


Chairman: Gerhard Cstren . Seeretary! Fe Wilehes 

















Recent developments in Colombia is the subject of an article by Dr, Rolf Syrdal, Foreign Missions 
Secretary of the ELC, in this issue of "The Missionary.’ Dr. Syrdal made an extensive tour through 
South America this summer in behalf of the Lutheran World Federation and our own mission in 
Colombia. In this article he tells of some startling developments in Colombia in connection with our 
mission work there. At left above is pictured a worship service held in the ruins of the chapel at 
Parpa destroyed some time ago by anti-Protestant forces. Above are the ruins of the parsonage at 
Parpa which was destroyed at the same time. Below, left, the crowd of worshipers overflowed the 
small temporary chapel in Parpa for morning services on June 27th. 

The mission home in Tunja, Boyaca, Colombia (below). Mr.. Octavio Lopez, standing by the house 
with wife and daughter, serves Tunja and Parpa congregations. Below right, enroute to the LWF Latin 
American Conference in Brazil, Pastor Paul Koeller, ALC, of Texas, and Rev. Archie Morck, ELC, of 
Canada, posed with Dr. Syrdal on the steps of the Church of the Redeemer in Bogota. 
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XVI ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF CEILMOSA MISSION 
BOGOTA 


January 24-29, 1955 


tee 


The Acting Superintendent, Reve Gerhard Ostrem, declared the Conference open in the 
Nane of the Triune God. 


All missionaries on the field wwre present. 


was @ visitore 


Pastor Kneavelsrud of tne Le. We Fe 


Cornelia Jensen was again welcomed into our missionary fellowship and invited to 
participate in the discussions. 


T 


Be 


Ce 


I. The following was the devotional programe 


Monday evening ~ Prayer session directed by Helen Danielson 
Forenoon sessions opened with free topics, foliowed by prayer: 
Tuesday ~ Three Steps (Acts 4: 23-31) - Elizabeth Heerde 
Wednesday —- Phoebe Quanrud 


“Shursday - Pastor Kneavelerud of LeWeF. spoke on the Seaman's Mission 


Friday ~ Jeremiah ~ P. Wilches 

Saturday ~ "Trust and Obey" - Valborg Torkelson 
Afternoon devotions: 

Tuesday - Opal Olson 

Wednesday — Gerhard Ostrem 

Thursday ~ Paper "Our Marriage Problem" - Herold Clson 
Friday ~— Joyce Bergh 

Saturday -— Cornelia Jensen 


II. Reports read and approved: 


Ae 


Be 


C. 


De 
E 


ue 


F. 


rs 


Ge 


Secretary, Treasurer and Superintendent 
Bogota - Gerhard Ostrem 
Expansion and Rural — Gerhard Ostrem 
Medellin - Olger Quanrud 
Tunja and Bible Institute — Harold Olson 
Personal reports: 
Belva Nerlien 
Helen Danielson 
Joyce Bergh 
Valborg Torxelson 
Cornelia Jensen 
Belva Nerlien and Valborg Torkelson were electcd as auditors. 
Auditors reported all accounts in order 
Auditors reports accepted 
Committee reports: 
Literature — Belva Nerlien 
Julio Orozco ~- read by Gerhard Ostrem 
Medical — Gerhard Ostrem 
Greetings from Dr. Stewart Hermann and the “Zulu Mission were read. 


The 


Secretary was instructed to answer and send greetings to all fields of 2.u.€ 


and UeHeLeCe, also WeMeP eb. 


III. Education 
Voted that we offer Mr. Marcelino Martin a scholarship for study at the 
Bible Institute at$150i00 (pesos) a montn, free room, diniere at the 


Ae 


Institute, with the understanding that he teacn part time, 


Page 2 


Be 


CG. 


u 
aie 


Voted that in view of the fact Mr. Marcelino Martin declined the offer of 
study and teaching in thé Institute because of enother contract alresdy 
made, Mre Mario Lara be approached for part time teaching at $125.00 (vesoc) 
a monthe 
Voted that in view of the difficulty of obtaining a suitable house for th: 
Boarding School in Sogamoso end the Bogrd's decision not to buy one, said 
scnool be pleced in Bogote for the present year. 
Voted that if found possible to have the boys live and study in Sogenosa 
“ith the ,Hontoy as such arrangements, as well as those for Boarding “school 
in Bogota, be made by Bogota Station staff. ; 

oted that the Bible Institute monthly board be raised to 35 pesos beginning 
Voted that we establish a school in Tunja on the condition that Mrs. 
Rosa de Lopez accepts the offer to teach and her salary be 70 pesos 9 month. 
V¥ oted thet the Conference authorize the Executive Comnittec, after conevita 
tion with the Provisional Administrative Council, to accept the offer oF the 
scholership extended by Luther Seminary end designate the recipient. 
Voted that in view of the problems involved and the fact that our churches 
are supporting members of L.W.F., we recomuend thet Rod rigo Quintero be sent 
to the LeN.F. Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Yoted that the same condition as of last yeer be applicable to Jorge Corzo 
for the coming year, wnich was30 pesos as gatekeeper end watchman at the 
church end also an additional 25 pesos for scholership at the Colegio 
Americano. 
Voted that with Board approval end after clearing it with the L.W.F., Pastor 
H. Mueller's invitetion to conduct Spanish services in the L.¥.F. church in 
Cali every 3 or 4 months, be accepted. 


IV. Finance 


he 


Voted thet after thorough investigstion by Station Head end Superintendent 
of the Parrish property in Medelifn, the Executive Committee be authorized 
to request funds necessary, up to 50,000 pesos, to purchese said vroperty. 
Voted that the salery of the House “other for the Boarding School in Bogots 
be set at $130.00 (pesos) a month with rooa and bogrd, the board equal to 
that of said school. 

Voted that since 2 epecial opportunity for buying property in Sozansa 


o 
present itself and the Board hae given an indication of what ae ae aes 
be taken, we euthorize the Executive Consittee to act on such pro d 
purchases end plane of construction tv be presented to the moked 
Yoted thet we give 875.00 (dollers) to Amanecer, 320.00 (dolisrg) to 
Testigo to continue subscriptions, aleo 60 pesos to the CEDEC Sor servicers 
received. 





Vv. Svange lism 


Ae 


Be 


Voted, after hearing report by Hiss Torkslson, we do not oe it advisable 
to send her to the plains now, that we rescind motion of her placemnt + 
(See Special Conference of July 5,6, I Evengeliam (E}, 21so “July 20th 
Evangeliam (C) 

Voted thet we recommend Octavio Lopez to the Provional Administrative 
Council as a worker in our Mission. 

Voted thet the Acting Superintendent write to Sctavin Lopez informing hin 
that his services 3s an evangelist be extended. 

Voted thet Cornslis Jensen's contract es gaworker in our Mission, be extended 
for the year 195°. 

Voted that Harsid Olson be placed as Institute DSirector snd Station Nead 
for Tunja for the year 1955. 


Voted that Gerhard Ostrenm and Helen Danielson continue their work in 
Bogota as per placement of 1954. : 
Voted that Gerherd Ostrem be placed as head of Rursl work. 

Yoted that Arnfeld Morck be placed tentatively in Bible Institute for tne 
year 1956. 

Veved that Valborg Torkelson be placed in the Cocuy area for the year 
1955 and that her main work, as far as possible, be medical. 


Vi. Yiecellancous 


te 


ie") 
e 


Voted that the Acting superintendent teke steps to make use of the offs: 
presented by Dr. Syrdal in his letter of December 27, 1954, namely the 
possibility of having large quantities of supplies, especially dried milk, 
cheese and butter, sent out free of charge from the States. 
Voted to approve as a project the support of needy children at the 
Boarding School, at 815.00 (dollars) a month. 
Voted that Belva Nerlien be granted an extra week when she texes her veze- 
tion in April. 
Voted that we try to get a Lutheran pastor from a Latin Americen country, 
vutside Colombia, as speaker for the Colombian Conference in June. 
Voted to recommend to the Provisionel Administrative Council for consider 
tion or action, the probiem of Catholic marriage by our young people, wit? 
the following recommendation: 
l. That where it is possible to heave civil marriage, this be done. 
2. If that should be impossible then inCetholic Church but without 
communion and confession. 
3. If disregarded, then to be disciplined-—-not allowed to partake of 
_communion-~and if workers, not allowed to continue to work. 
Yoted that Harold Olson be instructed to write 2 letter of appreciation +9 
Pastor Van HZaton for what he has done for our Missionaries coming 
into Colombia. 
Voted we recomsend to the Board thet because the Celmosa Mission is 
frequently in the red, e special effort be made to send Colombian Missionerics 
who are home on furlough, to churches where the offerings can be 
designated for Colombia. 
Voted that because of the great need of aa Evangelical, hospitel in Bogota, 
we recomnm-nd to the Board their study of the statutes of the organizetion, 
Clinice Svangélica Unida Ltd., and their approval of the project so fer. 


ry 


VII. Literature 


Ae 


Cc. 


D. 


Voted that we recomiend the mimogravhing of the fsllowing: 

Study Guides: Matthew, Luke, Acts, Romans, I Cor. 
and that Mr.. Orozco do as much of this work as possible, et lesst the 
cutting of stencils. 
Voted that we recommend the printing of the following booke in the order 
listed: 

l. Filled with the Spirit 

2.- Ten Studies on Church History 

3. The Church of the Living Lord 
Voted that the Literature Committee be comprised of three Missionsries 
and one Colombian. 
Voted that we recommend that the translation of "The Life of Christ" by 
A. Fahling or the "Gospels" by Ylvisaker, be an Inter-Lutheran project 
and Morck look into said project. 


VIII. Furlough 


Ae 


Voted that Olsons be granted their furlough beginning in October 1955 


IX. Nominations and Zlectionga: 
Ae For Executive Committee, Olger Quanrud 


Be 


Gerhard . Ostrem was clected to serve on the Executive Committee when 
Olson goes on furlough. 





Mirutees of the Provinional Administrtive Council of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Oflombia. (Sroposed Organization) 


For the Meeting of March 30 & 51, 155 . 
i 


According to the announcement made by the President of the Pe. Ao Gs, the monbers 
of this Organization gathered together in the Parsonage of Le Iglesia de El Redentor 
et 2130 Pe Me on the 36th of Marsch ult. 


The the nesting epened with a devotional period led by the president. 
Upon making eertain of the presence of a quoram, the meeting was declared open 
by the presidert.  ~ 
_, ‘Members present were: Pausanias Wilches, derardo Wilches, Octavio maces (who 
was present the second day), Miss Helen Danielson, Harold Olson, Olger Quanrud, and 
Gerhard Ostrem. Hr. Peusanias Wilches wes elected secretary for the mecting. 


le The Kinutes of sint¥*hercontive ok approved after the words! And have 
tie Ciamtes ot bats pective churches" be added to No. i. 
2. The prestfent presented the various items to be taken up for consideration. 


3. The matter ef seceptence of Hr. Ostevio Lépez as worker in ‘the Mission {not only 
yeer by year as to the present) which wae proposed by the Annual Conferense of the 
Mission, was voted and approved. 


4. The President reported concerning a beca scholarship which has been offered by 
Luther Seminary in St. Paul, to the Lutheran Church in Colombia. The Scholarship was 
accepted by the @ PAC, and consideration followed as to possible candidates. The 
neme of Julio Oroseo was presented. It was realized that he is reelly the only 
qualified candidate we have. He was then voted in eas the candidate for this Scholer- 
ship. His going to said Seminarg will be as a member of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia. It does not imply automatic ordination following the year’ “s study. 


5e =e Orosco wes called in to the meeting at the latter part of the forenoon session 
and the misunderstanding concerning his supposed approach to the Baptist for werk before 
coming into our Mission was clarified. Mr. Morck had looked inte tie before leaving on 
furlo. These rumore were satisfactorgZly clarified. Mr. Groseo aecepted with joy this 
elarifioation. 


Mr. Orosco then presented several aspects of the work in Medell{n as he and Mr. 
Quenrud had benn leoking at it there. He referred to matters of the literature and 
translations which have been done. He also referred to apparent peesibilities of 
doing work in certain country pointe in ereas surrounding Medellin or ferther out. 


6. Gathered for the Kttdtiddl sessionsaths setter of the Asenblos (Conference wheéh 
is held for the Colombien christians) held ammally for the cr our church in Colombia. 
It was decided to have the Asamblea June 22-26 at our church in Bogoté. 


7 The members of the P. A. C. who live in Bogotd were elected to serve as program 
comméttee for the Asamblea. 


& The suggestion of the Annual Conference of the Mission was accepted and decision 
wes made to endeavor to get « speaker for the Asamblee from same of the other Lutheran 
fields in Latin Americe. 


§. Gethered again for the continuation of the PAO meeting on the 3lst. a devotional 
period precedded the deliberations. 


9. Decision was made to errange for the ordination of the men who had been in Argentine 
studying at the Seminary, namely Gerardo Wilches and Pausanias Wilches. This was taken 
up upon recommendation of the Annual Conference of the Mission. ie ee 





Minutes of PAO meeting of Mareh 30 & 31, cont “d. A, 


It was decided to have the Ordination gf the last Sunday of the Asambles, 


having the customary examination prior to the Asamblea, perhaps during the day of the 
22nd of June. 


10. The resignation of Hugo Martinez as secretary of the PAC was considered and with 
much regret on the part of all the other members, wes accepted (regret because of the 
resignation having cone). 


lle Paueanias Wilchee wee elected secretnry to fill the vacency due to the evove mention- 
ed resignation. 


12. Geratdo Ostrem and Juanito Montoya were elected as a Committees in the matter of 
leoking for lots end and in the matters of the purchase ef property in Segemoso, 
for the purposes of the work of Mission {nm that Oity. os 


13. The verbal expresionsa of Mr. Octavio Lépes manifesting his desire to have the 
opportunity to go to study at the seminary wes brought to the attention of the Pad by 
the chairman. This matter was discussed quite thoroughly, and the PAG recommends 
Mr. Lépez for going to study in the Seminary in Argintina next year. 


14. The president presented also the recomendation which the Hission Conference of 
Jemuary last, maltes to the Pac about the PAC electing a member from among the Gelombian 
brethren to serve on the following Committees! Education, literature, liturgy, and 
medical. (The other members on these Comaittees were elected by the Conference). 

The following electione were made: 

&e Education! Gustevo : 

be Literatures Pausanias Wiiches 

ce Liturgy! Gerardo ¥iiches 

de Medisal: Pascual Silva (CQne of our members in Casancre) 


15. The Director of the Bible Institute presented explamtions to the PAC as to the 
reasons that led to engaging Mr. Hario Lara ser teacher et the Inetitute. (III. Education 
B. of Conference Mirartes of Jemmry 24-29, 1955) 

Hs aleo explained why scholerships were given to Misses Ross Marfn, Fler Maruje 
Herndndez, and Mr. José Parada. 


The following decisions or approvals resulted. 

ae To approve the engaging of Mr. Lara es profeseor in the Institute according to 
the conditions made with him by Mr. Olson. 

be To appreve the distributions of the scholerships made by the Feeulty of the 
Institute to the above mentioned students. 

Ge The Pac aske the Faculty of the Institute to Y¥¢ present to the PAC ea list of 
scholerships for ff consideration at its next meeting. Said scholarships to be such 
as mey be had in mind for the next school year. 


16. Some of the members of the PAC asked questions regerding the division of the 
Boarding School between Sogamoso and fhe reason for thie dividing it was made 
or given by the president upon whose shoulders has rested the greet part of the respon- 
eibility of the establishment, of the Boarding echool. After hearing the explanations 
the PAC accepted the dicisione made for the funtioning of said Borerding schoole es they 
are for the present. 


17. Dicieions were made for Pausanias Kilehes and Hernéin Ariza (4th year student at 
the Bible Institube) go to Cocuy and Chiscas to conduct services during Holy Week. And 
the Jorge Corzo, graduate fron the Bible Institute and now e student at the Colegio 
Americano, go to Mausa (Socotd region) to work together with Octavio Lépesz during the 
same week/ for the same purpose. (Lépez was in Parpa). 


18. Voted to adjourn. 


Gerardo Ostrem 3. . Peueanias Wilches P. 
President Secretary 





1544 Pulham Street 
St. Paul 8, Minn. 
May 24, 1955 


Dear Gerhard and members of the Exec, Comnittee: 


Greetings in Christ Jesus! I have just received your letter, Gerhard, and enclosed copy 
ef yours to Dr. Syrdal. I am about to leave for Wisconsin this afterneon but will 
answer briefly right eway, On the telephone Dr. Syrdel told me thet he was answering 
all of your questions regarding letter of call, examination, ete,, and that it would not 
be necessary to print « letter of call but simply have it typewritten. Also, let me 
wake this suggestion: Thet in my opinion such a call should include the responsibility 
of striving for the establishment of a thoroughly indigenous church, self-supporting, 
self~propagating, and self-governing under Christ, ‘The form for letter which Dr. Syrdel 
will send may not include this if it is geared for situations here. That you can see 
when you get it, 


In regard to the examination of the candidates, I am sure that Gerhard,cHdroidoldOiger are 
perfectly capable of giving the necessary guidance te the Consejo as to what questions 
should be asked of the candidates, 


I think 1% is very fitting that elreumstances and perhaps the guidance of God has made it 
eo that Gerhard, one of the first on the field whe has “borne the heat of the day® should 
also be the first to serve as ordinator on our field. It is our prayer that you may have 
@ wonderfully significant day in which the Spirit of God may truly move among you and the 
church may warch forward also by this important step. It will indeed be a pleasure to 
send greetings both to the candidates and the congregation, In fact, ve had thought 

ef that before, 


May I make a further suggestion or plea, not as superintendent but simply as a brother 

in Christ, It is with respect to the use of the gown. As you mentioned to me over a year 
ago, Gerhard, you needed more time to think it over, I kmow you heave done this and alse 
have preyed ebout it. Therefore, it may seem unkind of me to bring it up again, But 

I do. so out of = desire for GUR GIVING A UNIFIED TESTIMORY ALSO ON THIS POINT. And just 
from a purely aesthetic point of view, it would be se much more beautiful and meaningful 
if the ordinator wears a robe when those being ordeined will be wearing one and most 
lively aleo the other pastors teking pert in the ordination. 


It was a rich experience to attend the ordination service here in Central Lutheran last 
Sunday night of those going to the mission fielde and the chaplainey. I envisioned in 
my mind « smaller but equally significant procession going up the aisle te the altar of 
“Our Redeemer's Lutheran Chureh® in Bogetdé next month, 


Enclosed is the Order of Service for the ordination here. This also contains the pledge 
of ordination, or “Promesa* I suppose it could be called in Spanish, in which you were 
interested, Gerhard. I am sure Julio would be glad to do the translating or the 
polishing up of the letter of call and also anything in connection with the printed 
Order of Service for the ordinestion. You would likely be having it printed at Tipogreffe 
Unién anyway, I suppose. They did a besutiful job om the bulletin for the dedication 
service, You, of course, have undoubtedly thought ef all this and may also have in aind 
the source from which the expense of printing such a bulletin might come. We don't want 
to take the privilege away from the local congregation er any other organization or 
individual who might have this in mind, but just in case the cost of printing should be 
e@ problem, Hildur and I would like to make this our little contribution to the service, 


I am efraid thet I am going completely out of bounds by giving so many suggestions, but 
would it not be meaningful also if pestors of the LWF could also take part in the ordination 


ar ee a 





Executive Comittee - 2+ May 24, 1955 


I know Herman would certeinly like to be present if at all possible, and in that cennec- 
tion let me please ask that he by all means be invited to be present. Out of a mis- 
understanding as to who was to invite for the dedication of the church, Herman did not 
even receive an invitation and felt it very deeply. 

We praise God for continued reporte of progress, including larger attendance in Nedell{n. 
May Ged continue to strengthen your hands, 


Sincerely, 


Mhagae 


Arafeld 


Enclesure 


1, 


(FSF 
LA MISION EVANGELICA LUTERANA EN COLOMBIA ig 


The Colombia Evangelical Lutheran Mission of South America 


2 eee, ngs do Nal. 25 
Apartado Aéreo 49-80 Direccién Telegrdafica: ELMOSA eae ; . 
Apariado Nal. 29-16 Cable Address: C : Tunja, Boyacd, Colombia 
Bogotéd, Colombia i . . 
¥ : . : Apartado Aéreo 14-82 
Teléfono, Bogotd: 94-271 Medellin, Colombia 


List of National Pastors, Evangelists,and Workers in Colombia -- 


Lope%, Ste OCtavio -q<<-----na ene ADdOe Nal. 25 ,Tunja,Boyaca 
Sx. Mario -- wna mwennemnem ADIOs Naly 2916 ,Bogota,Cund. 
Montoya, Sr.Juan- ahatenimnataneaenateneet —~—mawumuenne SOGBAMOBO , boyaca 
Mora, Sr.Oliverlo-~«---~~-~----— Seminario ,Buenos Aires,Argentin: 
OXOLCO, Be JULLOwmewn nnn wnnmee ADO, Aéreo I482 , Medellin, Ant. 
Quintero, Sr. Radrigog ----------<--Seminarlo,Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Wilches, Rdo.Pausanias -——=--—----—---Apdo»Nel 251 Boezota ,Cund 
Wilches, Rdo.Gerardo --------~-—--~—-Apdo Nal .2916 Bogotdé ,Cund . 











Bello, Srta.Hilma etna ene §«SoCotd , Boyaod 
Corzo, Srta.Leticla -----------—~---~—-Apéew-Haks 2916,Bozobd, und. 
Correa, Srta -Susane-—---=---—~--------- Apdo.ale 2916, Bogota, Cund. 
Morales, Srta.luidina-----------—----= Apdo.Nal., 2916,Bogota,Cumd. 
Montoya, Srta.Leonilde——------~--~--------------— “Sasotd ,Boyacd 
Mora; Srta.0Lga--- a eer ane ene —~~=e El Gocuy ,Boyacd 
Parada, Srta.Maruja-----~-----~--—-—- -—awammee- Socota ,Boyocd 
Wilohes, Srta,Ana=--—----------------—- Apdo.Nal. 2916 ,Bogota, Cund. 
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: Bogoté, D. E. Noviembre S, 1955 


wOnor ‘ 

Ustavio Lopez Cifuentee, 
eapartads 25, 

tunja (Boyaed). 


&stimadio amiro en Cristo: 


«ue nuestro fadre Celestial le eeté bendiciendo en todas 
Sus eactividedes, 


acuso recibo de su amenazante carta del 25 de Moviembre, 
a@ la cual deseo referirue por medio dé ia preeente. Del avguhts qua 
Ud. Planter en su carta sobre cesnitfa, puedo manifestarie lo si- 
“uisnte: 


l.- #1 Sf{node de la Iciesia Fresbiteriana de Colombia, no 
tierce nada pendiente con Td. es relacidén a cegant{s o primas, se- 
gin Ud, puede apreciarlo en 61 conesrto Jurfdieo emitido ror el Or. 
Gatriel “ulioz Uribe, Abogado y Represeatante Legal de la Cedec, en 
concordaicia con lae Leyes Lahorales vigentes en Colombis, que ‘7d, 
tanto invoca, y también de acuerdo con esneeptos eranadaus del “f= 
nigterio del Trabajo, en interpretacisn deesas misras Leves. Inelu 
yoa Ud. una copia de dicho concepto. 


See wulero hucerle notar, gue “Td. no ha trabafaso ni vor 
contrato ni bajo la guriediceiin del Sf{nodo de la Telesis *reshite 
Tiana, gino baio “res-iterics, Irlesias o colegics localizades sn 
@l Campo Siiddieo de nuestra I-lssia J reehbiteriana. 


3e~ igualmente dete sefalar a "d. que ek tismno de tratae 
Jo Siyo no correargnde a 5 afios y medio, gino efectivatents a 4 a« 
noe y §/12 e-: ya que,en is clanilia que Id, Llens, incluyd econo 24x 
te de trabajo ¢l tia ro de praetica estudiantil en el Inetituto de 
Tbazud, lo eunl no pueds ser conesiderado justamente como trabaito 
efeectivse sn 4] movimionto d= nuestros elerpos eclesidstioss. 


4e- sun cua do jurfdicamente el cfaodo no tiene nada aceere 
Givnte, de sanera rvracioes y ¢n el mefor sentido cristiano, se na- 
garin @ todog@ los obreros que Aan trabajado en nuestras Izlesiogs, 
20 On lose colerfios o escuclar, el bee de in sure ecorresrondisnié6, 
rorcenta e este qie Ud. encontrard indieado on la carte roetertor 
al cuncepto emitido ror el Ur. “uhoz “ribe, 


Seri ard Gl praye ds 


Su porcentaje, debo ipuulwvente uscirte 
44G @8 Neessario sererar, yues 


a! . “ * 7 
ag d@ejara de comprender Ud. gue hay 


- Qe 





Be 


obreros en 12 ligts con ees 30 y mis anus de servicio en nuestra 


obra, y ya con avanzada ¢ 
una atencidn oricaria, Ff 
tando por sobre esta cons 
do al Teesorero si ago de 


dad,yes {justo yue reciban cristianamente 
n ambar;o podra observar Ud. gus atin sal 
ideracicon primaria, el 3f{nodo a autoriza 
estos poresntafies, en sl orde” establee 


oicu, "“=primersuente a los que ya no son obroros presbiterianog 
del sf{nodo*. icro vuelvo a repetirie,tendrd que 6eperar aun mas 


con alguna paciencia. 


6e- Si no es pos 
tG asunto sn manos da abo 


ibie para Ud. esnarar, y desea poner es- 
eadve, como en forms algo desafiante Ud, 


lo indica en eu carta, lo dejumce a eu buen recaudo. 


7e- =n cuaito ala refersneia gue Ud. hee a su fanilia 


aquf en Boguté, bien vale 


do ayudandoles hasta Jjond 
capucidades, con rebajas 


la -euga sesnlarie ahora, que hesos esta 
ea noe ha sido vogible dantro de nuagtras 
considersbles en los estudies que han rea 


ligado y resiizan sue hercenog en =i Colegio americano oe ests clu 


dad. 


&.- .wiers sagradecerle la fran,ueza que minifiesta en su 
carts, al afirmar gue su entrada » ila i. ¥ision -TLttePpafia;-<~ 


"fue iniciativa safe cor ec 
trinal”, lo que nos musst 


usetiones mie que t.do de conviceidn doc 
ra aunjue lamentablenente tarde, que Ud. 


no fuc completumente ginceru al trabajar con nosotros. 


s 


9.- So deseo terninar, sin autes advertirie que 1s Libre 


r{s aurora ds Cali, me ha 
sia de Sogota,y personal ts 


escrito, coms nagtor da ia trimera Isis 
ute el Rev. Searing, hablo conmivo refe- 


rente a unn Geuda que llega 3 lus gl0vG.eo y que Ud. contrajo por 


la venta ds libros de is 

antes isetor de esata lele 
tref{da cuands trabajo en 

td, deseo reiirle cl favd 
searing ¢on relaecidn al 2 
yué muestra isiesia 6n oo 
en lo que fuc un aswnto 


$iv articulsres 


ceo: or, apnfsld &. Morcek, 
Aev. oerardo strain, 
Rov. Jaine Gort, 
Rev. Roberto Searinc. 


Sees 


G1TG/nss. 


librear{a Aurora, cuando fue ayudante dei 
sia. on viste @e gus esta deuda fue cone 
la ¢rinera Iglesia reshiteriana ds sory 
r de una conetancia eserita del Rev. - 
au de ean deuda, a fin de que No as Cres 
eotd, nays tenido o tiene narticiracion 


nersonisl suyo. 


. se ; 
nara mae, soy de Vd. muy atten amenta, 





Seeretario General del 
S{nodo. 


Super-Interdents de la .isidn Luterana. 
yneargaio Ielesias Nurales Luteranas. 
Seeretario Ifeeutivo, igion “resbiterians 





Bogota, Noviembre 9, 1955 
Reverendos 
Arnfeld C, Morck, y 
Gerardo Ostrenm. 
Le. C. 
Muy estimados hermanos: 


Saludos y deseos porque las bendi- 


ciones de nuestro Fadre Celestial sean con Uds. 


Me permito enviarles copia de la 
carta que acabo de despachar para 61 sefior Octavio Lo- 
pez Cifuentes, quien esta trabajando con esa honorable 


Mision, y a las d6rdenes de Uds. 


Espero que Uds. se servirdn to- 
mar nota de élla, y si fuese necesario una mds amplia 


explicacidn personal, con mucho custo lo haré. 


De Uds. muy atentamente en el 


Sefior Jesus, 





Gut jerrez. 
Secretario General del 
Sf{nodo. 





GTG/nas. 





LA SECRETARIA GENERAL DEL SINODO A LOS PRESRITERIOS, MINIS- 
TROS Y OBREROS ECLESTASTICOS DE LA IGLESIA PRE. 'SBITER IANA DE COLCMBTIA. 


Fara conocimiento de los Presbiteriog, con el fin de orien- 
tarlos en las determinaciones aque deban tomar al respecto, y para 
informacion de todos los Ministros y Obreros Heclesidsticos de la 
Iglesia Presbiteriana de Colombia en todo 61 campo sinddico, me per- 
mito transcribir la respuesta dada por el Dr. Gabriel Mufioz Uribe, 
asesor jurfdico de la Confederacion Evangéliea de Colombia (CEDEC), 

a la consulta presentada por el Presidente y Secretario General del). 
Stnodo, con relacion al asunto de las prestaciones sociales para Los 
Obreros Eclesidsticos. La respuesta del Dr. Mufioz Uribe, dice ast: 


Bogota, Octubre 17 de 1955 


Sefiores 

DR. HECTOR VALENCIA Y Rvdo. GILEEFRTO TORRES 
STNODO PRESBITERTANC- 

E. S. M. 


Estimados hermanos en Cristo: 


Gustosamente absuelvo su consulta para estudiar lo relacio- 
nado con prestaciones sociales debidas o que se dice dehber a los pas 
tores y obreros de las Islesias Presbiterianas, para lo cual estudia 
remos primeramente, la naturaleza de su trabajo, sus implicaciones 
y la eventual relacidn contractual. 


NATURALEZA DEL TRABAJO. - 


los Pastores, obreros etc. que han dedicado su vida y sus 
servicios personales y de direccion moral, intelectual, y espiritual, 
lo han hecho en razon dé un llamamiento a la obra de Cristo? O han 
entrado en la obra para resolver por su trabajo los problemas de sub 
sistencia personal? Formular la pregunta es resolverla. 


No cabe duda que se trata de llamamientos Divinos y su ta- 
rea es esencialmente de direccidn espiritual, sin miramientos a la 
condicidn de trabajo material con miras a una relacidn contractual 
Oo, mejor aun, és jana profesidn que sé escapa por sus modos universa. 
les a la normacion de relacidn al contrato de trabajo propiamente 
dicha. 

. El Ministerio de Trabajo absolvid una consulta sobre la 
prestacion de servicios de un Capelldn, en los siguientes términos: 


"Los elementos que configuran la relacidn contractual de ca 
rdcter laboral, tales como la prestacidn personal del servicio, la 
subordinacidn o dependencia respecto de una empresa o patrono y el 
salario como retribucidn por los servicios prestados (art. 23 del Cd 
digo Sustantivo del Trabajo) no se cumplen extrictamente en el caso 
consultado,. 


"La Beeson del servicio de Capelldn ,por un sacerdote no 
es la clase de trabajo regulado por la legislacion laboral, por ser 
de cardcter eclesigstico, porque no se refiere a servicios tempora- 
les, sino espirituales, cobijados por la legislacion canonica, 


"La retribucion ds los servicios prestados, en el caso de 
un Capelldn, no deben considerarse como salario sino dada a titulo 
de congrua sustentagidn. 

El propio Ministerio en la consulta a que aludimos da cabi- 
da plena a la tesis: que es evidente que para los servicios o traba- 
jos que se éjercen en virtud de un oficio (cstrictamente dicho) o be 
neficio eclesidstico, 0 sea en aqnéllos en aue sé ejerse una potes-_ 
tad de orden, de jurisdiccidn o administracidn eclesidstica, no tie- 
ne cabida el derecho civil. Asf, ningiin trabajo ejercido o ejecutado 





en virtud de oficio eclesidstico da lugar a contrato de trabajo en 

61 sentido de la Ley civil ni da derecho a prestaciones. Que en este 
Caso la remuneracion percibida no tiene 61 tftulo o cardcter de "SA- 
LARIO" sino a congrua sustentacidn ( "EL OBRE0 BS DICNO DF STT SALA 
RIO" ) concepto que hace relacion a ser digno de ser sustentado en 

él orden general, mds no en el restrictivo de percibir un emolumento 
proveniente dé una relacion contractual personal por un trabajo. Es- 
ta sustentacion ha de ser honesta, y no en el sentido vulgar de la 

suficiencia del salario, sino cn la dignidad espiritual de la subsis 
tencia congrua. ~ 


EN SENTIDO CONTRARIO, aceptando que los Pastores y 
Obreros de la Ixlesia Cristiana tienen una relacion de dependencia 
contractual con el Sfnodo, cudl serfa la situacidn de sus prestacio- 
nés, descartando la funcion espiritual de su trabajo? 


La norma general del Cddigo sustantivo del Trabajo en 
sus titulos VIII y IX, tiene la excepcion para las instituciones que 
por su naturaleza tengan el cardeter de Utilidad Comin. Asf las en- 
tidades de beneficencia, los sindicatos, lag cooperativas, etc. to- 
‘das aqueéllas consideradas como instituciones de utilidad comun, es- 
tan obligadas a una prestacidn equivalente solamente al 50% de la ee 
santia conforme lo dispone la Resolucidn numero 0053 de 1952, regla- 
mentaria del art. 338, y 355, sustituido por art. 36 del Decreto 
3743 de 1951, por cuanto estas instituciones carecen de dnimo de lu- 
Cro, 





Esta Resolucion 53 de 1952 dice asf, en su arts }o.:- 
Art. lo» Para los efectos de las prestaciones socia- 
les a que estdn obligados en favor de los traba jado- 
res, s@ entiende que ejecuta actividades sin gnimo de 
iucro los patronos, entidades o duefios de estableci- 
lientos que en el desarrollo de sus funeiones persi- 
guen fines de interés social, sin percibir utilidades 
ni repartir dividendos. 


Con aplicacion de la anterior Resolucion numero 53, 
él Ministerio del Trabajo igualments se pronuncid en el caso de los 
empleados de sindicatos (que también son instituciones de utilidad 
comun), disponiendo que por esta razdén tignen derecho a penas al cin 
cuenta por ciento (50%) de las prestaciones. 


RELACION CONTRACT'IAL. - El Sfnodo, como los Pastores 
de las Ixlesias tiene una funcidn de direccidn y manejo. En este sen 
tido, 61 Sfnodo es la suma cooperada de las diferentes Islesias, pe- 
ro las Iglesias eon de suyo una institucion con persona, naturaleza 
y funciones propias. El que varias I,lesias se reunan sinodalmente, 
ello obedece a meras razones de orden esniritual para crear las con- 
diciones morales, intelectuales y espiritugles como cada I,,lesia 
presbiteriana debe manejarse y agruparse para un eficiente testimo- 
nio Cristiano. 


No conozco realmente la constitucion sinodal, pero 

a mi entender esta es la condicidn del agrupamiento sinddal. No és 
administrativo en el sentido de Eipreea, gino administrativo en el 
sentido espiritual. Por tanto, Los pastores si bien son designados 

0 seéflalados por 61 Sinodo, es para funciones espirituales, y por tan 
to es débil casi hasta desaparecer para hacerse imposible la exis- 
tencia de una verdadera relacion contractual o de interdependencia 
que pueda definirse bajo 61 régimen de la ley civil. 


Los pastores serfan 6n este caso considerados como 
verdaderos PATRONOS y en tal calidad carecerfan igualmente del dere 
_ cho de cesantfa y prestacionss sociales. 


Pero, dado el sentido visiblemente caritativo y de 
amor como el Sfnodo ha consultado a log intcresados sohre el parti-. 
cular, en 61 sentido de disponer que solamente puede pagarse 61 50% 
de las prestaciones causadas, es hueno decir ahora que este 50% sem 
ria la natural obligacidn legal que con arreglo a la Res.53 tendria 
que pagar a sus dependientes y asf, no cabe pensar siquiera que se 
trata de renuncias por parte de los aspirantes al auxilio de cesan- 


-tfa, sino que esa, y no otra, serfa la liquidacién justa y legal de 
la cesantfa,. 





Dejo asi definidos en términos generales el sentido 


& de su consulta y me 6s grato manifestarles que de serles util, po~ 
drfamos puntualizar otros aspectos mds, que por ahora, consideré 
innecesarios. 


Quedo su Hermano en Cristo, 


(Firmado) GABRIEL MUO? URTEE 


oP ee ee oem OD 0 Oe ee Oe On Os an me ae Ot Oe SD SS OD DF Cm OD me om ee oY 


El Consejo Administrativo del Sinodo, en sus reuniones de junio 
22/23 de 1955, en Bogotdé, acordd lo siguiente: 


VIII. Prestaciones Sociales 

i, Fue confirmado el acuerdo de solicitar de la Junta de Misio- 
nes Extranjeras de N. York (Iglesia Presbiteriana USA) la suma acor 
dada para este respecto en la Reunidn del Consejo de Enero de 1955. 

2, Fue aprobado el siguiente "orden para pagos" de Prestaciones 
para la Tesorerfa Sinddica: 
Rdo. C, Mayorga 0., ‘$2604.15 9) Lic. José C. Ayala $2280.00 
Rdo. Gustavo Villa 4142.70 10) Lic. Juan C. Rocha R. 1846.00 
Rdo, J. Libreros C, 1860.00 11) Ledo. Justiniano Salas 1283.57 
Rde. Herndn Bautista 1627.50 12) Rdo. Noel Ramfrez B. 1485.00 
Rdo. Julio C, Orozco 696.50 13) Sr. Aurelio Rodriguez 1175.50 
Sr. Octavio Logez C. 726.15 14) Rdo. Xavier Zdrate T. 1230.00 
Sr. Héctor Ruiz P. 130.00 15) Rdo. Ricardo Glahn 1504,15 
Rdo. Aristomeno Porras3600,00 16) Rdo. Fortunato Castillo 1290.00 

17) Rav, Gilberto Torres G. #950,00 


Dann anry 


3.-Fue acordado autorizar al Tesorero para pagar a cada uno, su total 
en una sola vez, primeramente a los que ya no son Obreros Presbite- 
rianos del Sinodo y a los demds en él orden arriba establecido, las 
lilamadas "cesantfas einddicas", 

4,-Se autorizo al Secretario General del Sfnodo para que elabore, con 
6él consejo del Representante egal de la CEDEC, un recibo especial 
que cada beneficiado deberd firmar al recibir sus "cesantfas sinddi 
cas"- (Actas Consejo Sinodo, Pds. 3,4; Reuniones Junio 22/23,1955). 


Oe ee me A OE ee a EOD OE OE OE OE Oe OU ee OD wD mE OE So ae 


Cabe anotar, asi dehe reconocerse, que para poder dar cumplimien 
to al pago de estas prestaciones, el Sinodo ha desarrollado y desa- 
rrollard un gran esfuerzo de trabajo y de sacrificios, que gravitae 
ran sobre toda la obra en 61 pafs por varios afios, puesto que se ha 
hecho necesario hacer los siguientes ajustes: 


1) "Recortar" las Subvenciones Freshbiteriales, en la suma de #%2000.00 

© anuales desde 1953 hasta 1960, afio en eG] cual él iltimo obrero en 

lista debe haber recibido su participacion. 

2) Sulicitar de la Junta de Nueva York, un auxilio esnecial para com- 
plementar e] total necesario para la cancelacion de estas prestacio 
nes. Sila Junta no concede este auxilio, el Sfnodo aumentard el 
"recorte” de las Subvencionecs FPreshiteriales, desde el afio de 1956, 


3) Desde e1 12 de Euicro de 1954-en adelante, cada Islesia local es res 
ponsable por las prestaciones de su respectivo Pastor y cada Presbi 
terio responsable por las prestaciones de sus Obreros Comisionados, 

De Ude. atentamente en el Sefior, 


Gilberto Torres Gutiérrez 
Sécréterio General del Sinodo. 
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THE OOLON? TA MISSION ‘et 


Beatoal ly the imfavorable uae ee Evangelical vork in Colombia remain 
spi iin erences significant progress has been meade dn our mission this  paacle 
The averare attendance et our new church re nonoté has doubled in tho course of 
a year. Over eighty children are enrolled in the elementary gehadl which overates 
‘in the church basenent. Our Bible Institute sopetouee to trein seachers and 
evengeliste with a record enrollment of twenty five younz neople. i 
“+ Pausenios anc Gerardo vilchea, two cousins who ere emong the firct fruite of 
our wor's in Colombia, were ordrined to the ‘atheren ministry June as, 1985. doliverio 
Mora will complete his theolorical treining in December. Rodrigo Quintero, slgo | 
studying in Argentina, will heve finished his firat year st Seminary by the end of 
1955, Julio Sraute: our translator, is studying st Luther Sewinery in ot. Paul, fe 
Minnesote. ed 
»Februery, 1955, marced the beginning of © nev station where naronerty has been 
purchased near Coloabla's nev steel industry. Property has also teen secured in. 
another town ond ecrvices resumed there after an interrurtion of about four years 
due to -ersecution. In ea third nlace, where vore was similarly interrunted, Pifteen 
saul ta’ vere: teeeakly confined. materinie-ese being wece for rebulldin: the devestated 
chanel, school cond narsonage. | 
| Prevaration of on ell-Lutheran hymmel end service book in Snenieh hes neguris 


Our liternture committec coonerstes in this imrortent venture. 


e 


Ail: Mork 


Several shots vere exchanged in the street. Moments later there was « imock at the 
door of the valmthatched parsonage. Before the breathless messenger could finish hie 
story the missionsry wes following close on his heele se they burried to the ecene of 
the tragedy. There on the eauved street, mortally wounded, lay a stranger growning 
patheticelly: "jAytidenme a morir! j;,AyGdenme a morirf® (Help me to die! Help me to die!) 
There was no time és wiats on formalities. Kneeling beside him the missionary tried 
earnestly to drive deep inte the consciousness of the dying men pertinent truths from 
the Word of God, such es "Believe on the Lord Jesus Chriet and thou shalt be savedsse%5 
*If we confess our sina He is faithful and just to forgive..."; “God be merciful to me, 

a cimer.e..® Then followed tense moments of reverent silence. leath had come. 

Throughout yeare of tragedy end upheaval in Golombia we have experienced that the 
Gospel is truly the power of God for aalvation to everyone who belicves. rt te a vitel 
message to the dying and to the living, a treasure which we have “in earthen vessele®, 

| Ghe faith which thie ford hae icindled in the hearts of our Coloubien brethren burns 
fiercely, yet with a pure end steady flame. while the extrenely difficult situation . 
’4n which our work is carried on remains basically unchanged, progress has been phenomenal. 
A year ago the everage attendence at our new church in Bogota was sbout one. hundred. 
_ Now it is about two hundred and capotts indicate iige wore end more are coming to.a 
knowledge of the Gosnel not only in Bogota but in other placee also. 

In a rural congregation, whose property was destroyed by mob action in 1950, vleans 
ere under way and asterials are being made to build a new chavel, a varsonege and a 
school. This ig all tie mate dbterasting when we understand thet severel of those who 
took vert in the destruction are now helping to rebuild the property and some of them sre 
receiving instruction in the ChristLan faith in order to become members of that church. 

Pausanias “ilchee end Gerardo vilehes, two cousins who are smong the firet-fruits 
of our Lutheran work in Colombia, were ordeined to the holy ministry on June 26, 1955. 

God has leid His hand on other young men who will be leaders in our Colombian churehe 
One will heve been gradusted from seminary when you read this. Another will have completed 
his firet year of theological training. More are soon to enter the seminary. Twenty-five 


young veople are enrolled this year in our fible Institute. Our elementary school in 


tae me 





the capital is ‘"urating at the ocens*, 

Our Luther League and women's groups carry on their meetings end Bible ptudios 
efficiently without the help of missionaries or Colesbien pastors, 
. : A new misaion station hes been opened this yerr neer Colombia's important new 
| eteel industry, : 

These are but ean. snatches from the vonderful story which God ie writing on 
Inman hoarts here in the Andes. It fea etory which your preyere haves great part in 


telling. Do Teneuber to pray! ...*for a wide door for effective vorie has opened to me, 


and there are many advereerics*, 


-Arnfeld CG. Morel 








INFORME GENERAL 
pare 1955 
presentado al CAP enero 16, 1956 


( Consejo Administrative Provisional ) 
“Me quedaré (en Efeso hasta Pentecostés) porque se me ha abierto una puerta grande 


y prometedora, aunque hay muchos adversarios" --I Cor. 16:8, 9 (Ver. Nac-Col.). 

Me parece que estas palabras del -Apéstol Pablo escritas desde Efeso, a los 
Corintios, hace muchos siglos ya, tienen gran significado actual para los cristianos 
de Colombia, Describen lacénicamente la situacién de nuestra iglesia Colombiana 
en esta hora. Quién de nosotros no ha quedado pasmado al considerar la manera en 
que Dios ha obrado en nuestro medio? Rodeados, como estamos, de inmensas dificul- 
tades, restringuidos en nuestras actividades, denegrados y persiguidos, no obstante 
nos hallamos ante “una puerta grande y prometedora" que Dios nos ha abierto. Es 
cierto que despedimos el afio con nueve de nuestro mimero encarcelados por causa 
del Evangel io y que otros han sufrido prisiones y afrentos en el curso del afio y 
que se procure constantemente cerrar nuestros colegios y trancar el progreso del 
Evangelio en toda forma. Pero no faltan oportunidades de hacer llegar la Palabra 
de Dios a los corazones de los que nos buscan para oirla y parece que nuestros colegios 
gozan de m&s acogida que nunca, pues la Palabra de Dios no est& presa. En todas 
partes se va aumentando la asistencia en los cultos y atin donde no se pueden reunir 
no falta la voluntad y el entusiasmo por el Evangelio. 

En Parpa el testimonio de la fe se ha concretado también en términos de piedra 
vy cemento al venir levantdéndose paulatinamente las paredes del nuevo santuario. 
Damos gracias a Dios por la obra que con tanta abnegacién se ha logrado hacer. 
Lamentamos, sin embargo, que el enemigo haya podido causar una divisidn entre los 
mismos hermanos de esa congregacién, cosa que constituve un peligro mayor que é1 de 
los ataques efectuados desde afuera, Es nuestra oracién ferviente que el Espfritu 
Santo pueda obrar la unidad entre esos queridos hermanos para que reine nuevamente 
el amr y la concordia dentro de esa fortaleza evangélica que constituyen los 


hermanes de Socota. 
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En Bl Cocuy se dié un paso importante al adquerir casa propia para la obra. 
El entusiasmo que es evidente alld y en El Carrizal, y la aumentada asistencia en 
ambos lugares, es sefial de que Dios ha bandecido los esfuerzos de les buenos hermanos 
de esa regi¢én. | 

En Sogamoso, donde Dios nos ha dado propiedad también, se van desenvolviendo 


los principios de una obra muy promet@dora de educacidén vy de evangelizacién. Existe 


la urgente necesidad de levantar una construccidn que sirva para vivienda, colegio y 


una capilla provisional en el lote que hemos comprado. 

Desde la extensa parroquia casanarefia también nos llegan noticas animadoras. 
Aunque el trabajo del pastor ha consistido principalmente en visitar de casa a casa 
ha sido posible también celebrar cultos en su “funiacién", Finlandia, y en otras 
partes. Estando proscrito el funcionamiento de escuelas evangélicas en esa regién, 
los hermanos all4 se hallan con el problema de la educacidén de sus hijos. Para algunos 
de ellos la solucién, en varte, ha sido el establecimiento de los colegios internados 
de Sogamoso v de Bogoté. 

Dios nos ha proporcionado nuevas victorias en Tunja. Son varios los que han 
aceptado a Cristo como a su Salvador. La asistencia en la escuela vacacional y en 
los cultos ha sido mv animadora y hay mucho entusiasmo por poner en marcha una 
escuela este afio en la capital boyacense. Sin duda se esta también cosechando algunos 
de los frutos de lo que otros han sembrado con paciencia y con lagrimas en ese duro 
Campo e 

En Medellfn el progreso ha sido mds lento no obstante los buenos esfuerzos de 
los hermanos 5. cae cargo est& la obra. Se espera que el grupo de creyentes que 
asistern pueda former el micleo de una congregacién luterana en la capital antioquefia 
y que se vayan encaminando en el Evangelio ctras muchas personas que hasta ahora no 
han conocido su mensaje. 


Bogota nc deja de ser un centro importante no sélo para los de aquf{ sino pera 


Informe General pare 1955 3. 


toda la obra de nuestra Iglesia en Colombia. Ala "“Tglesia de El Redentor" llegan 
los hermanos de otras partes cuando estdn en la capital, y el Instituto Bfblico tanto 
como el recién establecido internado contintian al servicio de nuestra juventud. 

Es prometédor, adem&s, el progreso que se va haciendo hacia la formacién de una 
iglesia realmente nativa de Colombia. 


Fué motivo de gran regocijo la ordenacidén de nuestros primeros candidatos al 


‘ ganto ministerio. Otro acaba de terminar sus estudios teolégicos y otros se estan 


preparando pera servir eficazmente en los varios ramos de la obra. En términos 
generales se puede decir que en solamente dos de los siete tasares principales de 
trabajo queda la direccién de la obra exclusivemente en manos de misioneros extranjeros. 

Es de vital importancia no sélo la preparecién de los condtictoxes de la iglesia 
sino también una indectrinacién profunda de los miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo. Es 


nuestro deber de predicar y ensefiar segtin la orientacién b{blica y luterana que es 





nuestra herencia, se fin de que cada miembro sepa lo que cree y porque lo cree. 

Sélo asf podems llegar a tener una iglesia robusta y sana. Jam4s debems decir (o 
dejar la impresién) que no importa la orientacién doctrinal. Con la seriedad en 
asuntos de la fe se fomenta también un espfritu acamenids més sano y se evita més 
el peligro de que pasen personas de otras iglesias a nuestras filas por mtivo de 
disgustos més bien que por conviccién. 

Pedimos al Sefior que nos perdone todo en lo que hems faltado y que nos 
fortelezca para nuevas conquistas hoy y mafiana. Ante nosotros queda abierta una 
“puerta grande y prometédora"! Entremos por ella con el fervor de quien pregona 
las buenas nuevas y con la tranquila fe y la paciencia de quien ha de ensefiar, como 
dice Jestis, “todas las cosas que os he mandado". Y "he aqu{ yo estoy con vosotros todos 
los dfas hasta el fin del mundo. Amén." 


--Arnfeld C. Morck 
Presidente 


Spesiel Conference ~ June 18, (956 


The Conference was calisa to order by Supt. AS C. Morck 


Devotions were ied Mise Belva Nerlien . ey 
Present were: Pastor & Mrs. Arnfeld Morck, Paster & Mrs. Gorhard Ustrem, Misses 
Belva Nerlien, Joyce Bergh, Helen Danielson, Elizabeth Heerde, Valborg Torkelson 
and Cornelia Jensen. 


T. Finances 


Ae 


B. 


De 
& Ee 


Fe 


Ge 


I. 


Voted to approve the designation made in April by the Executive Committee of 
the sume rosulting from the gifts received for the Work. 


Voted that due to the social circumstances which make it necessary for Oliverio 
Mora to have his mother live with him in Tunja (He is one of our single men 
workers) a bonus of $75.00 a month be granted him for such time as the situa- 
tion continues. Note: Other simiiar cases that may arise in the futuro shall 

be dealt with individually. 


Voted to approve the decision made by the Executivo Committee to give $100.00 
to Alfonso Corso in appreciation of service rendered in the Work in the Yocuy 
area during the last Institute vacation, and that this be applied to his 
study at the Bible Institute. 


Voted to approve the use of the gift of $500.00 U. S. for Tunja Mission 
House improvements. 


Voted approval of the designation of other gifts as follows: 
$28.50 U. S. for Communion Set 
29.00 * for pictures 
12.13 =" for Film strips 


Voted that the gift of $109.50 which was sent to Quanruds be used in ” 


de fraying construction costs of the extra Class rooms at the Bible 
Instituto. 


Voted that gifts in the amount of $88.00 U. S. received for children work be 
divided as follows: 

#32.00 pesos on paying D. Ve Be S. deficit from 1955 

The balance to be used towards defraying cost. of Book Cascs 
for the Bogotd Church Educational Unit. The Mission Furniture Committee to 
arrange fur the construction of same. 


Veted, that in view of the fact that Hilma Bello will not be studying, the 
9590.00 Ue. S. Scholership given for her from Portland be applied towards 
travel and incidenial expences for Gustave Rodrfguez in going to U. S. to 
study, provided this change meets with approval from the coners. 


Voted to purchase a typewriter for the "Mission Office" (on the Field) leavy- 
ing the present machine for the translaters’ use; and that the gift of $100.00 


U. S. receivod by Morck be used towards its purchase. Tha balance to be 
covered by forthcoming pifts.. 


@ II. Education 


A. Voted to recommend to the Colombia Christian Fellowship that the support 


formerslly giv.n by thom towards Loticia Corzo’s support now be applied 


towards Olga Mora’s support in view of the fact that Leticia Corzo is not 
teaching now. 


ie 
e 


Be Voted that the Mission assume no financial responsibility for Gustavo Ferndnde< 
as “ambulant" teacher in Farpa. = 


Ce Voted to recommend Juanito Montoya fo. Sewinrry study when that to poseible. 


III. Literature 


A. Voted that wo sell Hallesby “s Book on "PRAYER" at $2.40 pesos and the 
book "LIFE OF LUTHER" in Spanish by Stolee at $8.00 pesos. 


Be Voted that we request full Es Le Ce ropresentation at tho Spanish Hymnal 
Meeting to be held in Chicago August 15-31, 1956, and that Harold Olson 
replace Arnfeld Morck at that Moeting. 

Ce. Voted that in in response to the invitation from the Facultad Luterana de 
Teologfe in Buenos Aires for Pastor Arnfold Morck to attend the Mecting of 
organization and dedication of tho Sominary September 14-16, 1956, he make 
arrangements to attend. (Expences are covered by tho Seminary Budget. ) 


IV. Voted to adjourn. 


Joint Mosting of the Mission Ccnference end the P. Ae Ce 
vune 25, 1995 


The Mecting was called to order Supt. & President 4irfeld Ce Morck 

Devotion was icc vy Pastor Gerardo Wilches, folluwsd hy a season of prayer. 

A hearty weicome was extended to all b; Supt. Morck. 

Voting Members presont were: Morck, Quanrud (whe returned to Colombia the 24hth), 
Ostrem, Misses Nerlien, Torkelson, Daniclson, Bergh, Heerde of Missionaries, and 
Gerardo Wilches, Pausanias Wilches, Gustavo Rodriguez, Manuel Perez, Vidal Mora, 
Pascual Silva of the Colombian brethren on the P. A. C. Present were also the new 
members of tho P. A. Cs? Oliverio Mora and Juarfito Montoya who replace Gerardo 
Wilches and Vidal Mora. Cornelia Jensen, Hildur Morck and Helene Ostrem were 

also present. 


I. Evangelism 


Ae Votcd to hold a Special Meeting for interested persons, especially our 
Workers and mombers of the Mission Conference and P. Ae Ce on July 23, 1956 
beginning at 9:00 A. Me, as we expect to have Dre Andrew Burgcss here at 
thot time. 


B. Voted that in view of a lotter of reconciliation from the accusing party, ths 
discipline which was found necessary to apply to Aric] Bello, Hilma Bello, 
Elf Abril and Bayardo Porras be terninated. 


C 


Voted that the retiring secretary of the P. A. ©. write the persons involved 
and the Congregation of Parpo regarding this decision in Evangelism B. 


It. Miscellaneous 


Ae Voted to write the Parpa Congregation in reply to the letter reccived that 
is signed by a large number of the members asking us to act in their behalf 
before the Government in favor of the Work in that region. (We are happy to 
be able to inform that we have been doing that and that we shall continuc 
coing all wo possibly can.) 


III. Education 


A» Voted thet wo  sscommend dJuanito Mcntoya to the Mission for Seminary study 
in 17 


B. Voted that Gustuve Fernandez ’s offer to conduct an ambulant school in Parpa 


te rejocted uniess it be made as @ petition by the parents. 


C. Voted that Mr. Rocrigo Cuintero be given opportunity for Rural work in 
Uraguay, or Argentina during next vacation if feasiblo. 


[. Voted to raise tne price of board at tho Bible Institute to fifty pesos a 
menth beginning next school year. 


BE, Voted to change Clause No. 7 of tho Bibls Institute Prespectus to read: 
The Church (or Mission) cres not guaranice work t> anyone upon 
graduation from the Schoot", 


Voted to fix the price per pupil ct the Boarding school at fifty pesos 
for next ye:x. Sone of this te bu applied on Luiticn as was dono this year. 


G- Voted that the Educational Committe. togother with Mr. morc restudy the 
Curriculum of the Bible Institute. 


He Voted thet iu view of Mie Vidal Mora’s petition for sone help for the 
taprevenonte in tne Carizai sensol, for each 27680 that the pecple there 
eeise for tax. purpose che Missicn will heip with tne seme sun up to one 
henared pesos, und thet this moncy ve dravt irom gift money that comes in 
ter setwol purposes. (Voued by Gonterenes See 


IV. Guinss ~ Hospital 


Ae Voted tc recomend to the Board thet Gstren be granted tine according to 
tac request nade by the Clinic-Hospital Committes (of the Proposua vange l= 
joel Hospital), to prosent the Cause of the proposed Evangelical Hospital 
while on furlough in interest of funds for its erection, with the uncor- 
stending that this is to be preecntcd among the various Evangelical 
Denominations. (Voted by both Conference and Pac.) 


V. Placencnts 


A. Voted to reconsider the placements as made in January of Pousanias Wilches 
ane Julio Orozco duc to circumstances which have arisen sinco then. 


Be Voted that tho following placements be confirmed or nade: 


Sogamnoso . . - « Pausanias Wilchos 
Olger Quanrud (Especially directing the construction ) 


Tunja e . ‘ Olivorio Mors 
Belva Nerlicn 
Cocuy e * e Valborg Torkelson Olga Mora 
; Elizabeth Hoerde Leonilde Montoya 
Plains . ° * Gerardo Wilches 
Hernan Ariza 
Bogota e« «6 Arnfeld Morck Literature and 
Julio Orozco pastoral work 


Helen Danielson 
Ariel Bello (in the southern areas of the City) 
institute . ° ° Harold Olson 
Cornelia Jensen 
Mario Lara (Expecting that Mr. Lara will continue 
to teach as part of additional staff 
needed ) 

C. Yotcd that ths tins fer taking possession of their placenents on the part 
of Pausonins Wiishss, é:nfeld Merck and Julio Orozco be subject to the 
date of Mr. Mortoya’s Icavire for study. And that should it result 
jmpessible vo arrcuse for Mire Moxtoya to go to stucy thus in 1957 recon- 
ciderction of the Diaesment oi Morck, Wilches and Orozco be made. 


De Voted that Olger Quenrud to Etavion Head for Timja. 
E. Voted that Harol! Gison be Station Hecd for Cocuy ofter Ostren leaves for 
fariougn until begimigg of Institute. 
Fo Voted tnay Arnfcid Mor. te Steticn Head fcr Bogota 
(IHF veted by Cenrerence ) 


VI. Special 


Ae Voted to recommend to the Bonrd the opening of Work ih Cali when that be 
fone porsitle. {Vosed hy both Cenference and PiCe) 


VII. Vetod to aliourn 


Mrs. 1. C. Hansen, Pres. ; . 
1606 Campus Street ad 


Cedar Falls, Iowa a WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


Mrs. John Nielsen, Vice Pres. 
Box 306 ; OF THE 


Albert Lea, Minnesota 
Mrs. . C. Madsen, Treas. UNITED EVANGELICAL. LUTHERAN CHURCH 


R. R. 
Blair, “Nebraska April 9 3 1956 


Pastor and Mrs. Arnfeld C. Morck 
Aparado Aereo 
Colombia, South America 


Dear Friend: 
At our Synodical W.M.S. board meeting we were ciscussing 
our people more Imowledge of the work on the forei sn fie 
Nielsen of Northfield, iiinnesota wrote-- 


For some time now |I have felt thet I have 
coverage in the ie section. In orcer 


Mrs. Carl E. Christiansen, Rec. Sec’y. 
Rt. 1, Kimball Road 
Trufant, Michigan 


Mrs. Paul G. Rasmussen, Stat. Sec’y. 
Box 229 
Neenah, Wisconsin 


methods of giving 


ld. Pastor John 


n't had adequate mission 
to partially remedy this 


Sivuation I have asked Margaret Nissen to do an article for me 
before she gocs back to Sudan. Now I would like to offer you, 


the Weli.S., the opoortunity to present the needs of 


missions not 


‘ only to the ladies ox the church but elso to the young peovle 
through a regular mission letter in the third issue of TAL each 
month. If some mamber of your steff would meke the arrangenents 
of writing to the various missionaries and assigning them their 


months, I would be very happy to run the letters. 
ob Ae hey om f 5 
j ‘that they run from _£00-1090 words and.that they be 


Gecice to. print another ie sion booklet, you could 








letters, if they are to appear in the third issue, 
hands by the end of ake prececdins month. I vould 





it 


time a letter appeared that arrencemerts had been made by the 7! 


If you should be interested in this offer, pi 
@s possible. JI think it would be well if 
letters befo v€ convension so thet you co be 


ladies to them at your meeting. Thet woul 


a Be ater Pe ees eee at a ie '. 
che siay letter by the end of Apzil and the June let 


to-me; it would seve tine. 


her Leacu@ would vay for the cuts. Then if 


- SU A + 
cae v c cer by the end 
OL eye ti you would heve the missionaries send the letters dire 


I would suggest 


accompanied br 


fu 
fa picture eh th er gf the missioner or of native mission Scenes. 
% 


you should 


SNOUL 


use ners) The 


should be in my 


mes 


state in 7 











suggestion ana especially trying to cet the young 


a 
peoole to be intere ted- in missions. (We feel this vould reach even more 


than a mailing i Ste 


af 
aod 


So we have made 
to help us with 
May 
dune = 
July - 

Auge - 
Vea 

Oct. = 
You will 





Arnfeld C. Morck 


these letters. 
Helen Danielsen 
Pastor Lloyd ieve 


Lr. Wahlgren 


i 


ieS. Yaul Johnson 


-Pastor Morck 


Lies. Lloyd Neve 


out the following 


‘ (2) 


schedule and hove you will be willing 


Nove 
Dec. 
Jan. 


Feb. 


Avr. 


Helen Margaret Jacobsen 


- Mire. Morck 
- Nerceret Hissen 


note thet Pastor iielsen writes "That would mean that I should 
have the May letver by the end of April". 


if you are willing to write 


a letter vould you please see that your letter reaches Pastor John IMelsen- 
316 North Plum Strect - Northfield, Minnesota, by the end of the month 
which preceeds the month opnosite your nave. If you do not feel you can 
do this olease advise me. 

Sincerely, 

irs. T. C. Hansen 
ado 


Bogota, Colombia 
August 21, 1956 


Pastor John Nielsen 
316 N. Plum Street 
Northfield, Minnesota 


Dear Pastor Nielsen: 


We are happy for the opportunity presented to us by Mrs. T.C. Hansen, President 
of the WMS, in her letter of April 9, 1956, to present the eause of our church in 
Colombia through occasional articles in the Ansgar Lutheran. This letter is to 
comply with Mrs. Hansen's request that we write directly to you. 


The Luther League in particular will be interested in kmowing that Pastor Pausanias 
Wilches, who was ordained a year ago last June, was installed July 29 as the pestor 
of our Bogota church. He has been assistant nastor since hie ordination, Gerhard 
Ostrem being the senior pastor. We are striving to place the work here more and 
more in the hands of Colombiens and therefore believe that it is an important step 
forward each time a congregation hes a national pastor. It is encouraging to 

hear Pastor Wilches' solidly Biblical end Christ-centered sermons. He also teaches 
Catechism in the Bible Institute which it has been wy privilege to head up this year 
in Pastor Harold Olson's absence, 


The Bible Institute started its school year tke first of March with 28 students, 

the largest enrollment in its history. The school year will close with a special 
service in our church on Reformation Day. You probably mow that our program does 
not only consist of bible courses but also secondary school and some normal training. 
Some of the graduates serve as teachers in our elementary day schools, a few have 
gone on to study theology and become pastors and others go back to their communities 
and jobs as better-prepared and more effective Christian witnesses. Lack of class- 
room and dormitory space made it necessary to put up a temporary construction, 

giving us two additional classrooms, and to remodel a part of the old building for 
additional dormitory space (see accompanying pictures). 


At the annual meeting of our still unorganized church a Colombian Luther League 

was organized with the interesting name of “Juventud del Castillo Fuerte® (Youth of 
the Mighty Fortress). This identifies us as a Lutheran youth group end automatically 
Zives us the great hymn of the Reformation as our Luther League hymn. Leagues from 
Bogota, El Cocuy, Sogamoso and Parpa will be active in this national organization. 
While the missionaries pushed hard to have a Colombien elected es Luther League 
president, majority vote favored Miss Belva Nerlien, capable youth director during 
the last several years on our Colombian field. 


In Spetember Mr. Gustavo Rodrfguez and family will leave for St. Paul, Minnesote, 
where he plans to study educetion at the University of Minnesota in preparation 
for special service in our educational program in Colombia. 


I have related these facts in the form of a letter and in rather loosely constructed 
paragraphs, without any attempt at literary style, so please feel free to edit then 
and use them in any way you may wish, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 


Arnfeld C0, Morck 


res Ke gort ; 
1956 
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COLOMBIA NEWS TTEM 


In the face of the many limitations which hamper the 
lateral extension of our work it is encouraging to be able to 
report progress in the develeuasat of e responsible church in 
Colombia. Within the lest two months two groups of believers 
have been orgenized as congregations; those of Casanare and 
El Cocuy. In Tunja there are twelve satsited in the adult 
confirmation cless. When these are confirmed it is hoped thet 
the congregation there may also be definitely organized. 

‘The theme of the annus] “Asamblea® of our church in 
Colombia was: “Toward a Responsible Church*®. Nearly ell of 
the studies and evangelistic messages as = Ge by Colombian 
pastors and lay members. 

A national Luther League wes organized at this same meeting 
which will bear the interesting name of “Juventud del Castillo 


Fuerte" (Youth of the Mighty Fortress). 


ooA. Co Horck 


“HITHERTO THE LORD HAS HELPED us" 
(1956 High-lights on Colombia Mission) 
by Supt. Arnfeld ¢. Morck 

"Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, 
and called its name Ebenezer} for he said, ‘Hitherto the Lord has helped us.'" 
I Sam. 7:12. 

Upon taking stock of our God=given trust in Colombia at the close of 
another year (1956), it behooves us also to put up a "Stone of Help", an 
Ebenezer — — for God's faithfulness and almighty help have indeed been great! 

Ones again, surrounded by impossibilities, we have watched our God do the 
impossible! To Him be thanks and praise for having kept us in the faith and for 
‘peetige paused a few noite whom we have served to embrace this our precious faith. 

Humbled by our failures, our negligence and the little we have accomplished, 
we kneel before God in confession and praise. We are indeed “unprofitable : 
servants." Yet we are also objecta of His unmerited love and meroy which 
become to us a greater marvel each day. How fitting for us is the exclamation 
by this bearded sage of by~gone millenniums: “Hitherto the Lord has helped usi" 

The politico=religious picture remains much the same. The year began with 
nine of our members imprisoned in Socoté&. Later, pastors P. Wilches and 0, 
Mora, and Ariel and Arquimedes Bello spent about a week in the same place, 
accused of subversive activities. Ariel Bello was imprisoned a third time in 
Socot& and kept in custody for a few days in the Timja penitentiary, among 
criminals of long standing, wntil he was released. The Bello family and others 
in the Socot& area have continued to be objects of persecution and threats. 
Redress has been difficult, not to say impossible, since the trouble has ocon- 
sistently and deliberately been instigated by the local Roman Catholic priest. 
(The Roman Catholic clergy is immune to interference by the arm of civil law.) 

ur. Carlos Leal, who courageously kept building the walls of the new 
chapel in Parpa (to replace the one destroyed by Roman Catholic fanatics in 


1950) finally had to abandon the work to spend some time in the same foul-smelling 


"Hitherto the Lord has Helped us" | ae ey 


jail of Secot& He is now among the refugees trying to ake a@ living in the 
capital, and the sturdy stone walls he built stand roofless as a tacit witness 
to a faith which can wait. 

Our primary schools in Parpa and Mausa still remain "sealed" in open 
violation of the national Constitution. A new deoree in the field of education 
went into effect in 1956, requiring that religion in all public and private 
schools where Roman Catholics are enrolled be taught by a Roman Catholic. This 
forced bvangel ton schools to require signatures of all parents enrolling their 
children, to the effect that they are non-Roman Catholic. Many nominal Catholicos 
with Protestant inclinations sign} others vacillate because of what this may 
entail for their business, the education of older children, or because they are 
not able to stand by the same affirmation before the local Gaclesiantioal 
authorities. We understand that the Roman Church is now taking a house to 
house census in order to bring pressure to bear upon any who might deflect 
from its ranks. A shoemaker he is taking instruction for membership in our — 
church and whose children are enrolled in our school had to give up his rented 
home and shop as a result of the public announcement from the pulpit of the 
local Roman Catholic Church of his excommunication. | 

This bigoted attempt to strangle Protestant education appears all the 
more preposterous when it is taken into account that in Colombia less than 
half of school-age children attend school and that the national school system, 
from primary to university levels, is directly controlled by the Roman Catholic 
Church. - | 

Nevertheless, our schools in Bogot4, Segamoso and El Carrizal continued, 
with a somewhat smaller attendance} a school was reopened in El Coouy, and in 
‘Tunja a school was started, the first Evangelical school to operate in that 


eity. 
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Enrollment at our Bible Institute was 28, the largest in its history. 
Twenty five stulents completed the year and three were graduated. More class 
reom and dormitory space had to be provided, even though five aspirants had 
to be turned away because of failing the admittance examination. It is hard 
to turn down tieua young people, some of whom have not had the opportunity 
to complete their grade school work because our rural schools are not allowed, 
by local authorities, to operate. But we have ne choice if the level of work 
done in the Institute is to qualify students to teach in our primary schools 
when they exadnate. 

During the course of the year two congregations were organized; those of 
El Cocuy and Caaanaoe: Our young people's groups were organized into a 
national Luther League which they call “Juventul del Castillo Fuerte" ("Youth 
of the Mighty Fortress"). 

The Bogot& congregation, served since August first by Colombian Pastor 
Pausanias Wilches, assumed responsibility for his salary and other current 
expenses, Membership has not increased at the rate that could be expected, 
taking inte account the number of refugees that come to live in the capital. 
This may be due to their attending the church nearest the place they happen 
to locate, and in some cases because we have failed to show on the rural level 
that the Lutheran Church is different and thus instill in them sufficient 
loyalty to seek it out as the only choice upon coming to Bogota. 

More responsibility in financial support is evident in most of our groups 
even if the net venults do not seem very tangible over against the continued 
rise in cost of living said the difficulty many have in getting paying jobs. 
Efforts are made to attack this problem from two angles: deepening of the 
spiritual life and responsibility of members, and helping them find ways of 


strengthening their economic standing. 
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On the whole, there is need of striving for a more spontaneous witness 
on the part of our members. The little struggling, but winning, group at Tunje 
is to be commended in this respect for leading the way in more organized | 
visitation of prospective iaeabere by volunteers in the congregation. Eight 
new members were confirmed in Tunja on Ghristmas Day. 

Services in Medellin were discontinued in March when it became necessary 
for Pastor Quanrud to take his wife to the United States for further medical 
treatment. All medical resources here had been tapped to no avail. What 
finally proved to be multiple myeloma brought death to Phoebe Quanrud only 
three days after reaching the States. Her going on to rest in the presence. 
of the Lord ends a beautiful life of consecrated witness to God's love. The 
sweet humility of her ministry is keenly missed by all of us and not least by 
Pastor Quanrud and son Nathanael who returned to Colombia in June. 

Mr. Julio C, Orozes, who retumed to Colombia in May after a year of study 
at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minn., has continued in the literature program, 
his main hei piient during the year being translation of the Lenski Commentary. 

Mr. Octavio Lépez, with his family, went to Argentina to begin his theo- 
logical training at the "Facultad Luterana de Teologia" whose new building 
was dedicated in September. Mr. Rodrigo Quintero completed his second year 
of study at the same seminary. | : 

Mr. Gustavo Rodriguez, active member of our Colombian church, ‘ad member 
of its Provisional Administrative Council, began «4 special course of graduate 
work in education at the University of Minnesota. We ane especially grateful 
to Pastor A.W. Haugan and Dr. R.A. Syrdal for making the Rodriguez family 
feel at home in St. Anthony Park. 

Architectural plans for the Sogamoso Sh seibe were finally completed and 


approved by the mmicipality, and construction ready to begin. Gratitud is 





"Hitherto the Lord has Helped us" . 5. 


expressed to our friends of the W.M.F. in North America who have faith to 
launch out with us on a major building program in Colombia today. Mr. Juan 
N. Montoya has done a good piece of work in that city. Four children and one 
adult were baptized and eleven were confirmed in Sogamoso in December. 

Highlights of the year were the annual “Aseamblea" of our church in Sune 
and the Centennial celebration of Protestantism in Colombia in July. At this 
ine wer were also blessed and inspired by the visit of Dr. Andrew S. Burgess, 
Professor of Missions at Luther Seminary. © : 

Membership gains were not large on our fields only 59 during the year: 

17 children baptized, 1 adult baptized, ‘41 confirmed converts from nominal 
Romanism. | | . | 

But knowing that "Hitherto the Lord has helped us", we look with realistic 
confidence to ‘the future. Plans are under ey to laumch a “family altar* 
campaign in our congregations with the aim to establish daily devotions in 
every home. Then will follow an adaptation of the "Preaching-Teaching-Reaching" 
program. 

Conditions in Colombia and in the world accentuate the urgenoy of our 
task of bringing Christ to the nations. How can the greatest number of people 
be reached in the shortest possible time with the message of His love and power 
is the disquieting question that spurs on His Church today. How can those 
reached be kept in His grace and deepened in the knowledge of His love? 


(God make us uneasy, unselfish and untiring! 


[95-7 
FROM SOGAMOSO TO MEXICO 

(Juan Neson Montoya, founder of Lutheran work in Sogamoso studits Theology in 

Mexico City) 
Juan Nelson Montoya's going to study at the new seminary ("Seminerio Augsburgo") of the 
American Lutheran Church in Mexico City is another step forward in the development of an 
indigenous Lutheran ministry in Colombia. Two men from our Colombia field are studying 
at the LWF Seminary in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Three men have been trained at Concordia 
Seminary (Mo. Synod) in Argentina and one at Luther Seminary in St. Poul, Minn. Our shift 
to the newly orgenized Seminary in Mexico is thought advantagous in view of the pending 
merger and the greater similarity of the Colombian environment to the Mexican. All of the 
present student body are Latins, whereas at the Buenos Aires Seminary the only “atins are 
our two Colombian students. Buenos Aires has no Latins on the teaching staff while Mex- 
ico has three part-time Mexican professors. 

Our readers will be interested in Mr. Monteya's remarks in this issue, which he was 
requested to write in English. Mr. and Mrs. Montoya stsrted our Lutheran work in the 
city of Sogamoso two yeers ago. Their main assignment was the boarding school operated 
primarily for the ben@fit of Lutheran and non-Roman Catholic children from the Plains 
area, which is Roman Catholic "mission territory" and where protestant schools are out- 
lawed. However, the Montoyes have also carried on an active program of evangelism. 
Through contacts made in the Fity there is now a nucleous of 15 communing members and an 
average attendance at Sunday services of about twice that number. 

When the Montoyas were about to leave for Mexico appreciative friends, whom they have 
served with the Gospel, crowded into the little provisional chapel for a farewell service 
The eonsween presented them with a beautiful leather suit case. (See victure). These 
friends will follow them in prayer during the yeers of study at the Seminary. 

The building project in Sogemoso vrogresses normally. As these lines are being 
written the steel, plumbing and forms are almost ready for pouring the concrete of the 
éend-floor slab. The bric< wall surrounding the property is completed. It is hoped that 
the whole projeét of this first unit will be finished about September, This, Thanks to 
adequate space for class rooms, dorsitories, Chapel and living quarters for the director 


and his family. - Arnfeld C. Morck 


1957 
“FIRMES Y ADELANTES" IN COLOMBIA 
by Arnfeld C. Morck 


"Firmes y adelantes, huestes de la fe", Juan B. Cabrera's Spanish 
rendering of “Onward Christian Soldiers marching as to war", is symbolic of 
the firm and steady, if not unhampered, progress of the Colombian church. 
~ Political upheaval and uncertainty in government slpolew jecntle operation of 

terrorist groups favoring the fallen dictatorship, economic inflation, stark 
poverty, the unrelenting maneuvers of Roman intolerance, indifference, ir- 
_Pesponsibility, immorality, vengeance and vice are some of the foes which 
Evangelical forces in this country face as they press forward. . 

In writing these lines we shall limit ourselves to a few glances at our 
Colombian Lutheran Church in the total picture. 

Brighter Skies 

All of us are hopefully wondering if. the popular overthrow of the © 
Rojas dictatorship last May will not ‘lead to a stable and demgorsxs© form of 
goveeneek and a broader inieroretation of religious liberty for epaHseltoale 
and other minority groups. From North America we hear that the Colombian 
Ministry of Government has given orders to reopen Protestant ghurches and 
schools closed during the Gémez and rere dictatorships. However, upon personal 
inquiry at this government office, we are informed that such an order is still 
pending, except for the evaring of one church (Pentecostal). If promises mean 
anything, we are to hope that the general order will be forthcoming within 
"the next couple of weeks. Experience has taught us to pray and work, always 
seasoning our hopes ith the trite ee eee "Vamos a ver" (We shall see). 

- Foous on "City of the Sun" 
The congregation es Sogamoso was organized in September with the Rev. 
‘barat Wilches as pastor. The Dedication of the new building is planned for 
"November 3d and will climax the Luther League Rally scheduled for Nov. 1~3. 


Reformation Day in Sogamoso will be célebrated by showing the Luther Film, 


ee) 


"Firmes y Adelantes" in Colombia 2. 


This famous movie, recently “taught" to speak Spanish, has been enthusiastically 
received by the Protestant churches of Colombia. 

The school building in Sogamoso will provide dormitory space for about 40 
boarding students, classroom space for 100 or more, an apartment for director (now 
occupied by the pastor), a guest room, office, reading room, dining room, kitchen, 
and an auditorium which will serve as a chapel until expansion and means make 
necessary and possible the paceuion of a church and a parsonage on the same property. 
. Meanwhile, it is hoped that the building site, cultivated by the students under a 
4~H program, will yield vegetables for the school dining room table. 

The cost of this building, about $47,000 dcllars, has been covered almost 
entirely by gifts from the Women's Missionary Federation of the ELC. 

| Educational Unit in Bogot& 
i unit : 

In back of the Bogot& church a small educationaY is rapidly taking shape - 
also from WF funds given in memory of the late Mrs, Normann, former president of 
the WMP of the EEC. | 

Schools Needed 

Two rural areas in the vicinity of Hl Cocuy have asked for schools. Plans 
are under way to supply one of them with a school beginning in February, 1958, 
and using the facilities of a farm house for classroom and teacherage. We hope 
also to reopen one of the schools in the Socoté area. 

Toward a Responsible Church 

Moving slowly toward self=<support, the Provisional Administrative Council of 
the as-yet~umorganized Lutheran Church of Colombia voted to adopt a "grant~in-aid- 
to~a~church" plan by which the Colombian church will progressively assume financial 
responsibility. This plan includes a church extension fund for the Colombia field. 
Plans are under way for organizing the Colombian church at its annual meeting in 


July of 1958. 





1957 aT 


"Now unto him that ie able to do exceedinz abundantly shove all that we ask or 
think, a:sording to the power that worketh in os, unte Him be zlory in ths 
church sy Vhrist sesus throushout 21] aves, world without end." 


This prosice of answer To praytr was of zreat encourazement to me 
during the year of 1957. How often 1 have to be reminded by Him, of His 
grace for aée 

I had a Dlessed furlouzh year as of Nowde 5, 1956. After spending the 
first weeks at home, I attended Jamrose Lutheran Bible Institute for five to 
eix weeks and received much from Jod through the study of His dord. Frow 
then on much of my time was sent travelinz on behalf of our Volombia mission 
to different 427 grouse, and conventions and churches. it was gratifying 
to see auch interest manifested in several places. In May, I was in and 
ground Sicux Tity, lowa Por a week. There, the circuit ss, which has 
taken on parcial sup; ort of ce, is very much interested in our activities 
in Voloubiae In August, I was privileged to attend the Lv? Assembly= an¥ 
experience of a life~tixe for abst of use 

hovember 5 1 arrived in Bozoté in time to sit in on the teacher"é’ 
Institutes About one and a Half weeks later Tunja became my home. Here 
Ihave visited, conducted English classes had vacation Bible school and 
have mede weekly visits to Sozamosa 

then 1 was hoxe, 1 noticed a great deal of enthusiasm for Sozamoso, and 
WMF convention offerings were soode Since my weekly visite to Sozamoso be.-an 
I too, have becoce a Sozamoso enthusiast andwish some our women at home could 
see the projecte With the openess and liveral sririt of that city, I 
personally feel we should ¢ut all we can unto thet place and work while it is 
daye They will receive uss let us jut our enerzies and prayer into the 
advancement of the kingdom there. we are thanRfulg to God for the faithful 
Workers that have been in Tunja durivz these rast years and let us continue 
to pray with them that sonething will break there before too long. God's 
prouiee comes vack to us,".... is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the ;ower that worketh in use" 


Joyce Bergh 





“INFORME GENERAL 
Sobre la marcha de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana en Colombia 
durante el afio de 1957, presentado en rewmién del CAP y la Misién 
el 16 de enero de 1958. 

"Levéntate, resplandece; que ha venido tu lumbre, y la gloria de Jehova 
ha nacido sobre ti. Porque he aqui que tinieblas cubrirdén la tierra, y oscuridad 
los pueblos: Mas sobre ti naceré Jehov4, y sobre ti ser& vista su gloria." 

Isafas 60:1,2. 

Este mensaje de Epifania es para nosotros un clarin que nos llama a levantar- 
nos y sbepradesen m&s que nunca y a entrar por las puertas que esta hora nos 
franquea, © éohes mano a las oportunidades que se nos presentan para conquistar 
nuevos terrenos para el Sefior. 

No cabe duda de que el acontecimiento de fies importancia para Colombia en 
el afio 1957 fué la derrota de la dictadura el 10 de mayo. El desahogo, el 
palpitar de la libertad, y la esperanza de mejores tiempos en el futuro que se 
han verificado desde entonces no pueden sino reflejarse también en la vida y la 
esperanza de nuestra iglesia. Sin ser indebidamente optimistas y sin poner nuestra 
confianza en los hombres y en las situaciones politicas y sociales, damos gracias 
a Dios porque El nos ha sostenido y guardado durante los tiempos dificiles por 
los cuales hemos venido luchando y porque ahora se nos aparecen nuevos horizontes 
sobre el panorama nacional. 
| Con la ayuda de Dios y a peticién de los interesados hemos extendido nuestra 
actividad a dos nuevos campos} uno rural y otro urbano, o sean, Rechiniga y La 
Dorada. Debemos mencionar también visitas hechas por miembros de nuestra iglesia 
a Chiscas, Miraflores, Soata& y Nunchia. En este Ultimo lugar se llevé a cabo 
una escuela biblica de vacaciones por la Srta. Hilma Bello. 

Gracias a Dios y a nuestros hermanos en el norte, se han construido dos 
e@ificios para el uso de nuestra iglesia en Colombia. Es motivo de gozo y 
gratitud el que durante los meses de construccié6n del colegio en Sogamoso no hubo 
persecucién que estorbara el progreso de la obra y que todo, inclusive la inaugura- 


cién del edificio el 3 de noviembre, se llevé a cabo sin dificultad y con las 


(be ee 
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bendiciones de Dios. 


Esta nueva casa de Dios ha ayudado mucho en aumentar la 


asistencia en los cultos y parece que el Liceo Colombo~Americano de Sogamoso 


tendr& cupo completo en el préximo afio escolar. 


Las Aulas Normann en Bogotdé proporcionar&n campo para el funcionamiento 


de la escuela dominical y la escuela primaria de nuestra iglesia en esta ciudad. 


La Asamblea de la iglesia, celebradq en junio, sefialaba algin progreso 


hacia una iglesia autéctona al. asumir ella m&s responsabilidad en sus asuntos 


financieros y sus planes para llegar a una organizaci6n 


m&s definitiva. En estas 


reuniones fuimos enriquecidos por los mensajes y estutios dados por el Pastor 


Roberto Gussick de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de El 


por los de nuestros pastores y laicos colombianos. 


Durante el afio hemos gozado también de unas distinguidas visitas: 


Obispo Hanns Lilje de Hannover, presidente hasta agosto 


Redentor de Balboa, y 


Las del 


de la Federacién Mundial 


Luterana; el Rector Béla Leské de la Facultad Luterana fle Teologia en Buenos Aires} 


el Rdo. Tom&és Spitz y su sefiora esposa quienes viajaban 


establecer nuevos contactos y renovar los ya existentes 


por América Latina para — 


para su programa radial 


de "Cristo para Todas las Naciones"; el Pastor Carroll Hinderlie, Secretario 


Ejecutivo de la Liga Luterana de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana de Norte América 


quien fué nuestro predicador para el congreso de la Juventud del Castillo Fuerte 


en Sogamoso, el liceo de maestros y el retiro de 168 pastores; el Dr. Syrdal, 


Secretario Ejecutivo de las Misiones For4neas de nuestra iglesia en Norte America, 


quien nos visit6é a su regreso del Brazil donde fué para 


de nuevos campos de trabajo en aquel vasto pais. 


investigar las posibilidades 


Fué posible durante los meses de junio, julio, agosto, septiembre y octubre 


realizar un nuevo método de predicar el evangelio e interpretar el mensaje de 


nuestra iglesia en Colombia, o sea, la proyecci6én de la 


pelicula de Martin Lutero 


mas de 70 veces por el Pastor Julio C. Orozco en las citidades principales de 


Colombia. 





Es de notar que estas proyecciones han sido recibido con mucho entusiasmo 


et 3 
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por los evangélicos de Colombia, y que en ninguna part 
haya) resultado en reaccién desfavorable. La iglesia p 
Aertel! 

j : una copia de la misma pelicula y la estén 
buenos resultados en sus iglesias. 


Salieron para el norte en viaje de estudios, conf 


e hasta donde sabemos 
resbiteriana también ha 


presentando con los mismos 


erencias y descanso, las 


Srtas. Belva Nerlien y Helen Danielson, y regresaron a nuestro medio para reanudar 


* 


sus labores la familia Ostrem y la Srta. Joyce Bergh. 
de las Srtas. Valborg Torkelson y Elizabeth Heerde y h 
para que El les encamine y bendiga en sus nuevos labor 
gratitud por los afios de trabajo y sacrificio que han 


aqui en Colombia. 


Lamentamos la renuncia 
acemos votos al Sefior 
es, y les expresamos nuestra 


llevado no pocos frutos 


Salié para iniciar estudios teolégicos en el Seminario Augsburgo de México 


el Sr. Juan Montoya acompafiado por su familia. 


continuan sus estudios en la Facultad de Teologia Luterana en Argentina. 


Gustavo Rodriguez ha conquistado honores singulares po 


Los estudiantes Lépez y Quintero 


El Sr. 


r medio de sus estudios 


en la Universidad de Minnesota y espera salir con el grado de Master of Arts 


en Pedagogia en febrero de 1958. 
Aqui en nuestro medio las escuelas primarias han 


dirigidos por nuestros buenos maestros. E11 Instituto 


continuado con éxito 


Biblico~Cultural, aunque 


con nimero m4s reducido que el afio pasado, ha hecho valioso trabajo en la pre- 


paracién de nuestro juventud para servir al Sefior. 

La preparacién del proyectado Himnario y Manual 4 
estamos colaborando con otras iglesias de America Lati 
durante el afio. 


de los himnos (unos 416). Al comité de misica le falt 


e Culto en que nosotros 


na ha progresado normalmente 


Ya estan casi listos los materiales del Manual y la revision 


@ poco para terminar sus 


labores en las tonadas de los himnos. -Se ha hecho unal nueva traduccién del 


Catecismo Menor de Martin Lutero por el distinguido lifterato Gutierrez Marin 


hae As 





Informe General, 1957 (Superintendente) 4. 


& de &spafia que aparecerA en el nuevo Manual de Culto después de haber sido 

revisado por los miembros de nuestro comité y segveuen de los distintos campos. 

En nuestras congregaciones se realizé..una campafia en pro del culto de 
familia. Dios quiera que haya resultado en mAs fervor cristiano y consagracién 
al evangelio en los hogares. Debe continuarse esta campafia ya que estamos 
convencidos,que el evangelio en el hogar es el secreto para lograr un evangelismo 
espontaneo que ha de conquistar a nuestros semejantes. 

Cabe también recalcar la urgencia de reforgar el trabajo de nuestras 
escuelas dominicales y la instruccién de aspirantes para la feligresia de nuestras 


congregaciones. 







i ne --- 
o. EL total de ofrendag ds 


~ im. , 





- a ps ¥ of ZL: ee 
And 260.0 pons. i ee 
Sk ae g - Bicwee cr 


El aumento en la feligreh a de nuestras congregaciones es lamentablemente 


poco: En Bogoté 12 (por bautismo 7, y por confirmacién 5) 





En Tunja 1 (por bautismo) 

En Casanare 6 (por bautismo 4, por confirmacién 2) 

En Sogamoso, ninguno 

En El Cocuy 7 (por bautismo 4, por confirmacién 3) 
--Un total de 26 miembros. Bogot& informa de 7 que se han retirado. El Cocuy 
informa de dos defunciones y Casanare de una. Esto significa una pérdida de 
10 miembros. Quedamos con una ganancia neta de 16 miembros. 

De obreros somos 4 pastores nacionales, un evangelista, 10 maestros de 

escuela, y 10 misioneros extranjeros, © sea, un total de 25 obreros que hemos 
dedicado tiempo completo, o sean, 365 dias para ganar a 16 personas. Veinticinco 


@ obreros y 260 miembros comulgantes hemos conquistado a 16 almas en todo un afio!! 
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Qué Dios tenga misericordia de nosotros y que no corte el arbol infructifero! 
Me dirén que otros se han ganado para Cristo que no han sido recibidos todavia 
en los registros parroquiales. Ojal& que asi sea! Pero, édénde estén los que 
se ganaron el afio pasado y el antipasado? 

Estas mudas cifras nos acusan, nos hacen tomar inventario de nuestras vidas, 
nuestra consagracién, nuestro testimonio y lo ineficaz de nwestro trabajo. Nos 
hace llorar y clamar a Dios por misericordia y perdén y porque mande a nuestros 
corazones el Espiritu de avivamiento y consagraci6n. 

Hermanos mios, aceptemos la invitacién divina de levantarnos y resplandecer 
con la Luz del Evangelio para que el afio que empezamos sea de una cosecha abun- 


dante de almas preciosas a Quién murié por ellas. 


--Arnfeld C. Morck 


ANNUAL REPORT — 1957 
Translation of Annual Report on the Colombia field given in Spanish 
at joint meeting of Provisional Administrative Counoil and Missionary 
@ Conference, Jan. 16, 1958, by Superintendent A.C. Morok. 


“Arise, shine} for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples} but the 
Lord will arise upon you, and hie glory will be seen upon you." Isaiah 60:1,2. 


This Epiphany message is to us a clarion calling us to "arise ani shine” as never 
before, to enter new doors that swing open to us at this hour, and to grasp the 
opportunities which are ours toe conquer end claim new territories for the Lord. 


Por Colombia the most important political event in 1957 waa undoubtedly the fall of 
the dictatorship on Hay 10th. The sense of relief, the thrill of liberty and the 
yearhing hopes for better times in the future which its people have lived since that 
date reflects alao in the life and hope of our church. Without being unduly opti~ 
miatic and without placing our trust in men nor in political and secial conditions, 
we give thanks to Ged for sustaining and keeping us during the difficult times 
through which cur church has fought its way and for the new horisons now visible 
over the Colombian panorama, 


By God's help and upon the invitation of interested people in these places, we have 
expanded our activity into two new fields of labor, one rural ani the other urban —- 
Reohiniga and La Dorada. Worthy of mention is also the fact that members of our 
church have made visits to Chiscas, Miraflores, Soat&é and Hunchia. in the latter 
Place Mias Hilma Bellic conducted vacation Bible school. 


2 

@ Thanks to God and to our brethren in the north, two buildings have been erected for 3 
the use of our church in Colombia. That the construction of the sehool in Segamoso a; 
and ite dedication on Novemger 3, 1957, were carried out unhindered by persecution 
and with God's constant blessings, is reason for rejoicing and thanksgiving. This 
new house of Ged has-already proved to ba useful in helping to increase attendance 
at services, and it seems that the "Liceo Colombo~Americano” of Sogamoso will have 
capacity enrollment for the coming school year. 





- The Normann Memorial Unit in Bogot& will provide space for the Sunday 3ehool and 
elementary school of our shurch in that aity. 


The annual "Asamblea” held in June pointed up some progress toward an indigenous 
church in its assuming more responsibility in financial support and in the plans for 
more definite organisation. During these meetings we were blessed and enriched by the 
Pastor Robert F, Gussick of Redeemer Lutheran Church of Balboa, asa also by those 
given by our local pastors and laymen. 


messages and studies 





In the course of the year we have enjoyed viaite by other prominent people: Bishop 
Henne Lilje of Hanover, past president of the Lutheran World Federation; Rector Hela 
Lesk& of the Facultad Luterana de Teologfa en Buenos Aires} the Rev. Thomas Spits 
(and Mra. Spits) touring Latin America in the interest of the Lutheran Hour program 
“Bringing Christ to the Nations"; Pastor Carroll Hinderlie, Executive Secretary of 
the Luther League of the ELC in North America, who was guest speaker at the youth 
rally of our “Juventud del Castillo Fuerte", the teachers’ institute and the pastors’ 
retreat; Dr. Rolf A. Syrdal, Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions of 

@ our church in Forth America, who visited us on his way back from Brasil where he had 
been surveying possible new fields of labor. 


During the months of June, July, August, September and October another meas of 
preaching the Gospel and interpreting the message of our church in Colombia was 
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brought into use as Hr. Julio Orezco showed "Martin Luther" more than 70 times in 
the principal cities of Colombia. It is noteworthy that the projection of this fil: 
- wae enthusiastically received by Evangelicals and “sympathizers” in Colombia and 
that nowhere, as far as we know, bas it resulted in an unfavorable reaction. The 
Presbyterian Mission has aleo brought a copy of the film into the country and is 
whowing it in ite churches with the same good results. 


On furlough in the north are Belva Nerlien ani Helen Danieleen. The Ostrem family 

and Joyoe Bergh have returned to take up their work again in our midst. We regret 

_ Slisabeth Heerde's ani Valborg Torkelson's resignation and pray that the Lord may 
lead them and bless them in new fields of activity. We wish to express our gratitu 


ie to them for their years of work and sacrifice which have borne not a little fruit i 





~ Colombaa. 


My, Juan Montoya end family left for Mexico where Juan began his theological studie: 
at Augsburg Seminary. Stuients Lépes and Quintere continue their atudies at the 
“Facultad Luterana de Teologfa "in Buenos Aires. Mr. Gustavo Rodrigues ia doing 
outstanding work at the University of Minnesota and hopes scon to obtain his Master 
Degree in Education. 


| Here in Colombia our elementary schools, headed by our own good teachers, have con~ 
- tinued their successful work. The Instituto Bfblico-Cultural, even though with a 
amaller enrollment, has rendered valuable service in preparing our youth for servic 
in God's Kingdom. 


Work on the proposed Hymnal and Service Book in which we are cooperating with other 
Latheran groupe in Latin America has progressed normally during the year, The 
tiaterials for the Service Book and the revision of hymns (some over 400) is nearing 
completion. A new translation of Luther's Small Catechism to the Spanish has been 
made by Gutierres Harin, outstanding Spanish author and translator, which will 
appear in the new Service Book after having been duly cheoked by the Committee and 
by pastora in the various fields. 


A “family altar" campaign was carried on in our congregations which we trust has 
resulted in more Christian fervor and consecration to the Gospel in the homes. Thi 
effort should be continued. We are convinced that the Goapel in the home is the 
seoret of a spontaneous evangelism that will bring our fellowmen to Christ. 


There is need to emphasize and urge the strengthening of our Sunday Schoola and our 
inatruction classes for prospective members in our oongregations. 


Yor lack of exact information in the congregational statistical reports it is not 
possible to give an acourate picture of progress in offerings. There appears to ha 
heen some increase, however. 


Increase in membership has been regretably small: In Bogot&, 12 hd baptiam 7 and 
by confirmation i in Tunja 1 (a child baptized); in Casanare 6 (by baptism 4 and 
by confirmation 2); in Sogamose none (some members of confirmation class left town 
and one died; others were thought too immature); in El Coouy 7 (by baptism 4 and 
by confirmation 3) ~ a total of 26 members. Bogot& reports that seven have left 
the church. El Cocuy reporta the death of cne member and Casanare one. That means 
a& loss of ten members and leaves us with a net gain of 16 members. 


We are four Colombian pastors and an evangelist, ten day-sciool teachers and ten 
foreign missionaries, a total of 25 workers who gave nearly all of our time, or 365 
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days, to gain 16 persons. ‘Twenty-five workers ant 260 communicant members have 
won 16 souls for Christ in one whole year}? God heave mercy upon us and spare this 
fruitiese tree! You will say that others have been won for Christ who have not 
yet been aided to the church records, We trust that this is true, but where are 
those we won last year and the year before? 


These mute figures accuse us and make us take inventory of our lives, our consecra 
tion, our testimony, our methods, and the ineffi¢ienpy of our wrk. They cause us 
to weep and to ery to God for mercy and parton, and to implore Him to pour out upon 
our hearts His Spirit of awakening and consecration. 


Brethren, let us accept this challenge and divine invitation to “arise and shine" 
with the light of the Gospel so that the year we have now begun may bear an abundant 
harvest of souls precious to Him who died for then? 


HIMNO No. 104 del “Manual de Culto Cristiano” 


1. Tu de los fieles Eternal Cabeza. 
De tierra y cielos divinal Senor, 
Sobre tus siervos abre con largueza 
Raudales puros de tu inmenso amor. 


2, Eos al mundo tus preciados dones 
Ensefiaran; proclamaran salud: 
Dales tu gracia, da a sus corezones 
Por ornamento, santa rectitud. 


3. Cuando a los hombres con amor ensejien 
De tu evangelio celestial verdad, 
Sa ministerio santo desempefien 
Ardiendo el pecho en férvida piedad. 


4. Sabiduria, mansedumbre y celo 
De Ti reciban, y sagrada uncién, 
De salvar almas incansable anhelo 
Y el estimable don de la oracién. 


5. Al pecador con caridad corrijan, 
Del flaco ‘sean eficaz sostén, 
A los cansados con amor dirijan 
Por los caminos de verdad y bien. 


6 Brillen cual astros en tu diestra mano 


Mientras el mundo habiten del dolor: 


Y al poseer tu reino suberano, 
Corozas cifian de inmortal fulgor. 


RITG DE ORDENACION - a cargo del Rdo. Arnfeld C. Morck 


HIMNO No. 47 de “‘Alabanzas” 


Herencia eterna nos sera 
De Cristo la Palabra, 
Y predicarla sin cesar 
Es nuestra gran tarea. 


ANUNCIOS Y OFRENDA 
HIMNO Wo. 59 de ‘“‘Alabanzas” 


1. Refugio de este pecador, 
Iré, Jestis, a Ti: 
En las riquezas de tu amor 
Acuérdate de mf. 


2. Confieso que culpable soy, 
Confieso que soy vil, 
Por Ti empero salvo estoy, 
Seguro en tu redil. 


Ampcro en el vivir; 
Consuelo en el morir; 
Guardemos su verdad, 
Por toda eternidad 
En fe y en vida, pura. 


3. Auxiliame, Sefior Jesus. 
Libértame del mal; 
En mi derrama de tu luz 
Bellisimo raudal. 


4, En toda mi necesidad 
Escucha mi clamor, 
Revisteme de eantidad 
Y célmame de amor. 


LA SANTA COMUNION (Paginas 9-13 de ‘“‘Alabanzas’’) 


HIMNO No. 55 de ‘“‘Alabanzas” 


1. Jesis, Sefior bendito. doy 
A Ti eternas gracias hoy: 
Tu cuerpo y sangre. don de amor, 
Me concediste, Salvador. 


LA COLECTA DE GRACIAS 


LA BENDICION 


2. Oh canta. mi alma, en gratitud 
jCuaén rico soy en mi Jesas! 
El mora ya en mi corazén. 
Bendito soy por este don. 


La Congregacion cantara: 








AMEN, AMEN, AMEN. 


POSTLUDIO = “Andante Religiosc” 


Mendelssohn 


JULIO C. OROZCO O. Y 





LA ORDENACION 
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EN 
LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA 
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Age 1958 
FURROWS OF GOD 


(4n appraisal of the Lutheran witness in Colombia) 
by AC. Morok 


In August, 1958, Lutheran church papers in the Western Hemisphere reported 
the organisation of a new Lutheran body known as "Iglesia Evangélica Luterana — 
Sfinodo de Colombia" (Evangelioal Lutheran Church = Colombia Synod). One of them, 
"The Anagar Lutheran", incorrectly made a further comment to the effect that there 
already existed another Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia with a membership 
of some over 2,000. Reference was to the foreign-language congregations of 
Bogot&, Cali, Medellin, Pasto-and Barranquilla, which, however, are not bound 
together in any sort of a national organization, These congregations, under 
Lutheran World Federation auspices, could be described as foreign islands of 
Lutheran tradition and European culture with no purpose in mind of witnessing 
to the non-churched or the nominal Romaniem which surrounds them. These congrega~ 
tions end other smaller foreign language Lutheran groups in Colombia, are served 
by Pastor Ernst Hochatrasser with residence in Bogot&, and Pastor Hermann Miller 
with residence in Cali. At present German=Peruvian "Diakon" Frederick Tidow is 
assisting in the Bogoté congregation, 

Important for their self=preservation in the faith, these groups may some 
day play an important part in the evangelization of nominally-Roman Colombia. 

This can happen when a sense of Christian responsibility for the salvation of 
their neighbors ceases to be eclipsed by their loyalty to a certain language 
culture and spurs them into an active, contagious witness for Christ. We have 
been asked occasionally what relation, of any, exists between this European 
Lutheran element and the Colombian Church. We dare say that an effective coopera= 
tion could exist even now to the extent that their pastors are in command of the 
Spanish language and whes°their congregations do not discourage its we, LF 
pastors and workers have on several occasions accepted invitations to take part 
in special activities of the Colombian Church. If our common faith, preached 
and taught to all without reservations and distinctions, re truly taken as the 
common denominator, we should immediately be launched en the great mutual task 
of planting and extending the Church in Colombia. 

Does there, then, exist an indigenous Lutheran witness in Colombia? What is 
the significance of the organization of the Colombia Synod last Jwly? What is 
the importance of aix tiny congregations (and one more in the process of organising) 
meeting to form a “synod"? Perhaps it was pretentious to call ourselves a “saynod"? 
Why not just a district or a dependent of the North American "Mother Church", on 
which it is still very obviously dependent for the greater part of ite financial 


support? 
cop 
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Because, in spite of its small number of members (585 souls at the end of 
1958), its present financial impotency and its lack of maturity, it does bear 
the main characteristics of an indigenous body: self<propagation and self~ 
government. 

It is scarcely more than twenty years since the first Lutheran missionaries 
began to plow and sow this field of God's Kingdom. A few groups of believers had 
been won (no congregations orgenized) when one of the cruelest persecutions in 
modern times was unleashed upon these defenseless sheep — yet not defenseless, for 
they have by the power of God survived more than ten years of discrimination and 
atrocities at the hands of bigotted political and religious forces, During this 
time of testing these groups of!Christians have proven their sterling faith in 
Christ and their coherence as a church. Hence it was only natural, as they grew 
and multiplied, now with a more consciously Lutheran orientation, that at the 
sixth annual meeting of these congregations they should take the historic step 
of orgenizing the "Iglesia Evangélica Luterana — Sfnodo de Colombia". No um=- 
wholesome nationalistic spirit prompted this independent organization. These 
Colombian Lutheran Christians are consoious of their small part in the Church Uni-~ 
versal in which larger sense no church group should want to be "indigenous". They 
are appreciative of outside help in prayer, love and financial aid. Yet they are 
an indigenous group in the sense that we dare to believe that their Lutheran witness 
would continue undaunted even if the skeletcn missionary forces (of three ordained 
men, two missionary wives, and four single ladies) were to be pulled out of 
Colombia today. 

The Colombia Migsion, from the beginning, has seen the importance of educa~ 
tion and has understood, to some extent at least, that the primary objective of 
Christian missions is not only to preach the Gospel but to provide the permanent 
means by which the Gospel can be continuously preached and the Church rooted in 
native soil, 

foward this end the training school for evangelists and teachers (Instituto 
B{blico~Cultural) has served effectively. Three of the four ordained Colombian 
pastors now serving congregations are products of this school, having received later 
their regular theological training abroad. Three evangelists now serving are 
graduates of this school, So are a dozen grade school teachers and a goodly number 
of active and responsible members throughout the shurches. The Synod has at present 
two men in seminaries abroad ("Facultad Luterana de Teologfa™ in Argentina and 
“Seminario Augsburgo" in Mexico) and is grooming others for theological training. 


af 
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The director of Synod's entire educational set-up (including training school 
program, elementary schools and parish education) is a young Colombian, trained 
in the Timja University Normal School with post-graduate training and Master's 
degree Bt the University of Minnesota, 

Only one foreign missionary is full~time postor of a congregation. ‘The rest 
are in education, parish, leterature and administrative work, A frank and 
wholesome relation of cooperation and Christian understanding exists between 
the foreign and local persomel. 

What is then the outreach of this infant church and ites impact upon its 
surroundings? It consists of a daily, conscious and concerted Christian witness 
by its members in the different walks of life, the divine services and Sunlay 
Schools in seven congregations and eleven preaching places, the action of a live 
youth orgenization, "Juventul del Castillo Fuerte” ("Youth of the Mighty Fortress"). 

_ The results, though not so flattering, can be pointed up in a tangible way 
by a glance at the gains God has given us insofar as they can be registered by 
the 1958 statistics. 

During the year 105 new members were received; two by adult baptism, 37 by 
infant baptiam, and 66 by adult confirmation, which represents a gain of about 
22%. Nearly all of the 37 infants baptized are children of members. The 66 
members received through adult confirmation are converts from nominal Romaniam. 

Young people of the Church are reaching the marriageable age and will be 
making their own homes. When one looks inte the faces of the congregation, he 
is impressed by the large percentage of children and young people. For example, 
"The Good Shepherd" at Socot& has 32 confirmed members and a total of 85 souls, 
whioh means that there are 53 children. 

This factor, together with the outreach into new areas, means that the 
Colombia Synod has by the grace of God a promising future. Two new areas were 
opened during 1958s La Dorada in the scorching Magdalena River Valley and 
Rechiniga in the chilly uplands of the Andes, "Brethren, pray for us!" 


“THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE" VES. 


A tribute to Missionary Gerhard Ostrem 
~~ A. C. Morok 

Gerhard Ostrem, veteran Lutheran missionary to Colombia, has, after a faith= 
ful ministry of more than a score of years, gone home to be with the Lord. We 
are stunned by the suidenness of his going, and sense a great void in our | 
“nissionary family". His voice of experience, his foresight, warm friendliness 
and devoted service are keenly missed by all. 

Gerhard Ostrem will undoubtedly be remembered as one of the first Lutheran 


missionaries to thie Republic of Colombia. He may be remembered algo for his 


; untiring work, dogged courage, unyielding faith, unfailing hope, pleasant, playful 
mamer, the stern lines of a stubborn jaw quickly softened by a ready smile, the 


firm clasp of his strong, sincere band, his generosity and wnsewerving devotion to 
his calling. -_ s 


But those who worked together with Gerhard, observed him work, argued with 


him and loved him (4t was impossible to dislike him), will remember him for his 





ministry of Love. He was a living exponent of I Corinthians, Chapter 13. ‘Gerhard 
Ostrem loved God. He loved the work to which He had called him. He loved the 
people whom he served and they loved him. "So faith, hope and love abide, these 
three} but the greatest of these is love." 

Symbolic of Ostrem's love for God's Word and its preaching was the last 
glimpse of him by friends gathered at the Bogot& airport. While being carried 
aboard the plane on a stretcher, he held aloft his Spanish Bible in mute testimony 
of what the Word meant to him, what it means to those who through its preaching 
have come to know God and whose duty it is in turn to “hold forth the Word", 

. ‘This idea waa carried out also in the bulletin prepared by Pastor Pausanias 
Filches for the memorial service held in Redeemer Lutheran Church of Bogoté, 


June 12, 1958 On the front page is a drawing of a hand holding up the Bible. 


Pastor Wilches, in his sermon, made an earnest plea for young men to heed ‘God's 
call and step into the ranks of Christian warriors to fill the gaps left by those 
fallen in battle. 

We pray that Gerhard Ostrem's life, example and memory may contribute 


effectively toward that end. 


ANNUAL REPORT - 1958 


Belva M, Nerlien 


"IT IS GOD WHO ESTABLESHES US WITH YOU IN CHRIST, AND HAS COMMISSIONED US; HE HAS PUT 
HIS SEAL UPON US AND GIVEN US HIS SPIRIT IN OUR HEARTS AS A GUARANTEE." 


True enough, there were times during my furlough when I wondered if the Lord could 
etill use me in Colombia or if He would have me serve Him elsewhere; but I thank Him 
that He did lead me back here. I see before me a gigantic field of service as the New 
Year begins; so many aspects of the work could well take all my time that I wish I were 
several instead of just one weak, inadequate instrument. I love the work at the Insti- 
tube; parish work and the contacts with people in different walks of life but all with the 
same spiritual needs is also intriguing; I see the great need of coaching Wotth and Wo-~ 
menb leaders, training Sunday School teachers and church workers in general; preparation 
of literature for these different groups would also well take all my time. 


The Lord has given me a wonderful apartment in an ideal location. It holds out pos- 
sibilities for gathering groups for special occasions now and then, and a quiet restful 
place for refuge fpom the constant presence of people as well as for quiet talks with 
needy souls. The day I applied for it and was bussting with gratitude for having been 
led to it, the Word from the Lord (found in Hallesby's God's Word for Today) was "Do not 
neglect to show hsopitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels une~ 
wares", It indicated to me that God was giving me this place not for myself alone, but for 
the good of others. 


But this was to be a report on the past year's work rather than a projection of my- 
self into 1959. After my semester at The biblical Seminary was over at the end of Jan- 
ary, I profited by a brief visit to Philadelphia and Washington D.C. en route home. Once 
back in Wisconsin I made numerous short trips around the state and dipped into Minnesota 
and Illinois until my after-Easter longer itinerary into South Dakota as speaker for the 
W.M.F. confentions in their thirteen circuits. It brought many new names into my list of 
friends in Christ and a better insight into the splendid work of the W.M.F. as well as an 
opportunity to get acquainted wihh the Temperance Society of South Dekéta and its fine 
program. All this enriched my experfence and provided me with more to give on my return tx 
the field. More than three hundged dollars were given me during this trip, which sum has 
been turned over to the work. In addition I received six hundred dollars from other speak- 
ing engagements and interested groups for the work in Colombha. 


On my return here on July 6, I began to plan for the taking over of matron{s duties 
and teaching of arithmetic, pedagogy and the Gospel of John at the Institute. Said duties 
began after the mid-year vacation and took my full time till the school year terminated. 

I became more and more convinced,as did my predecessors in théé work, that we must have 

a Colombian woman take over the position of house mother; I thank God that Leenilde Mon- 
toya has accepted that responsibility for this year. In religious pedagogy class we ° 
started the preparation of the Vacation Bible School material, but this had to be revised, 
typed, mimeographed and assembled in the ten days following the closingof school. This I 
wasable to do with the kind assistance of Leticia Corzo and Opal Olson. Then came two 
weeks of Teachers’ Institute during which I taught the class in hhe ESABEXXSEXTK teaching 
of religion and directed the boarding department with Edilma Pefia's able help. lLuzMila 
Mendivelso had charge of the housing. During the two-week Vacation Bible School, I 
served as supervisbr of all the schools in Bogot& but espechally helped in Barrio Restrepo 
where the teacher had less previous experienc$. My parish work was initiated during the 
month of December when I had these opportunities to know some of the children in outlying 
barrios and was able to make a few home calls. 


Another satisfying experience of this new term has been the teaching of a young 
people's confirmation class the many Sundays thet Pastor Morck has had to be absent. 


The closing days of the year brought a brief respite as I spent Christmas in Tunja 
and briefly visited the school in %ozamoso. 








INFORME DEL PRESIDENTE DEL CONSEJO SINODICO DE LA IELC 
CORRESPONDIENTE AL ANO DE 1958, PRESENTADO ANTE DICHO 
CUERPO EL 20 DE ENERO DE 1959. 

El afio de 1958 fué wun afio de acontecimientos histéricos para el mundo, para 
las Americas, para Colombia, y para nuestra Iglesia. Mientras los habitantes del 
mundo contemplaban pasmados el lanzamiento de satélites artificiales, navegaciones 
bajo las heladas capas polares, y otras hazafias humanas, ha seguido la lucha entre 
las reinantes ideologias politicas sociales y religiosas. Im las Americas se han 
verificado en ciertos sectores, al menos, corrientes populares de gran significado 
para la libertad politica y social. Los acontecimientos en el medio colombiano 
nos dejan respirar con m&és alivio, libertad y esperanza en el futuro. 

En lo religioso continua la lucha entre el romanismo y las corrientes surgidas 
de la Reforma, complicada esta lucha por las actividades de sectas “izquierdistas" 
y seudo-cristianas. De gran significado es la estrategia actual romana recomendada 
por el CELAM (Concilio Episcopal Latinoamericano) de no proceder con violencia 
contra el protestantismo, sino combatirlo con ideas y por un esfuerzo concertado 
pera ganar la simpatia y el respeto de todas las capas de la sociedad. En Colombia 
estén llevando a cabo un programa efic4z entre el obrerismo y en los sectores 
rurales donde sus escuelas de radio y programa agricola bajo unos veinte expertos 
ya tiene gran influencia entre las masas. Por tal hecho y por haber el pais 
empezado a registrar un espiritu m&s tolerante y democratico podemos esperar 
menos dificultades por el lado de las persecuciones a la fuerza, pero no pensemos 
por un momento que nuestra tarea de anunciar el puro Evangelio y de extender la 
Iglesia sobre bases firmes en el territorio nacional sea mAs facil. Por el 
contrario ser&é m&és dificil. Exigird m&s estrategia de nuestra parte, un programa 
mas inteligente y concertado, m&s amplitud y sobre todo una renovacién de nuestro 
amor para con Cristo y los yue El nos ha llamado para servir. kxige un esfuerzo 
incansable en la ensefianza parroquial, o sea, la escuela dominical y la instruccién 


catequistica. Sin restarle importancia al buen trabajo de nuestras escuelas 


ee y el Instituto Biblico~Cultural, veo la educacién parroquial, que cor- 


responde a cada pastor y sus colaboratores, como cosa de todavia m&és importancia. 


PE Otra gran potencialidad para la evangelizacién es la juventud que, con una 


coordinacién mas eficaz con el programa total de la iglesia, obraria milagros. 
Nuestro Padre Celestial nos ha sostenido con su gracia para continuar su 

obra al travez de pruebas y dificultades. Para todos fué un golpe dyra la p fla 

inesperada muerte de nuestro hermano, Gerardo Ostrem, y nos han thee seca 

61 y su apreciada familia. Sin duda compartimos el sentimiento de lo que escribe 


Lorraine, "Nuestra navidad fué un poco séla sin papa, pero sabemos que é1 esta 


lo m4s feliz allA con Jests." 
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Damos gracias a Dios porque se pudiera abrir una nueva obra en La Dorada 


donde se radicé el Rdo. Julio C. Orozco con su familia a principios del afio. El 


17 de agosto fué inaugurada nuestra propiedad en esa ciudad; capilla, casa 
pastoral y escuela. En el mismo culto fué instalado el pastor y hubo un ntmero 
de miembros que se recibieron por bautismo y confirmacién y fué administrada la 
santa comuni6én por primera vez en La Dorada en congregacién luterana. Aunque no 
oficialmente organizada hasta ahora, se conoce la congregacién por el nombre de 
"La Santisima Trinidad", 

En el transcurso del afio se pudo organizar la congregacién de Tunja con el 
nombre, "Iglesia Evangélica Luterana ae 'fi" Principe de Paz'", 

La de Socota&, compuesta de miembros en las veredas de Parpa y Mausa, se 
organiz6 el 26 de diciembre con el nombre de "El Buen Pastor". 

Asi, el Sfinodo organizado en reunién solemne el 26 de julio de 1958 en 
Bogot& cuenta con seis (5) congregaciones organizadas y una (la de La Dorada) 
para organizarse, 

El domingo, 27 de julio, fueron ordenados al Santo Ministerio del Evangelio 
los Sres. Oliverio Mora y Julio Orozco, 

Una guerva escuela primaria fué puesta a funcionar en el paramo de Rechiniga 
bajo la h&bil direccién de la Srta. Hilma Bello. 

Cabe decir que la obra en ioda la regién de Gutiérrez se ve prometedora. En 
Chiscas se puede volver a tener cultos y escuela con el respaldo del pueblo. 

La escuela de Parpa, dirigida por le Sra. Fideligna Ayala de Camacho, pudo 
funcionar nuevamente todo el afio con la excepcién de un mes largo cuando quedé 
cerrada por orden de las autoridades locales ecclesiadsticas y civiles. Presentadas 
las correspondientes quejas ante las autoridades superiores, éstas la ordenaron 
abrir. En la vereda de Parpa los miembros de la congregaci6én estan para poner el 
techo sobre las paredes de la nueva capilla que han quedado sin cubrir desde 
1956 por motivo de la violencia. 

En todos los lugares la obra ha continuado sin mayores dificultades y, lo 
que da pena admitir, sin mayores conquistas sea en el sentido numérico o en el 
del crecimiento espiritual. 

La ganancia neta entre todas las congregaciones es de miembros bautizados, 

miembros comulgantes, y miembros votantes. Claro esta que no dispo- 
nemos de instrumento para medir el progreso espiritual de nuestros miembros y 
tampoco nos corresponde tal cosa, Pero sin duda todos anhelamos ver mayor solici- 
tud y fervor en el evangelismo personal, una conviccién mas profunda del pecado 


y mas espontaneidad en la promulgacién de nuestra fe. 
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De personal contamos con siete pastores ordenados con sus familias, cuatro 
seforitas (profeagras ° psi teioigs Dpproauiales)s dos evengel tetas eo e2 maestros 
de escuela, A chase ia ee volvié el Sr. Gustavo Rodriguez de los EE UU 
(acompafiado de su familia) donde obtuvo el grado de "Masters" en pedagogia otorgado 
por la Universidad de Minnesota. Desde entonces el Sr. Rodriguez ha venido 
desempefiando el cargo de director de éducacién en el campo de nuestra iglesia. 
Adem&s, en las distintas partes contamos con "voluntarios" que dan su tiempo y 
sus talentos para servir al Sefior. 

Dos estudiantes teolédgicos continGan su preparacién en Argentina y México 
respectivamente. La actividad personal del Sr. Octavio Lépez en José C. Paz 
ha resultado en escuela y cultos dominicales para el barrio en los predios de.la 
Facultad Luterana de Teologia. Lépez es conocido en el barrio y es consejal en 
la junta directiva de la escuela oficial. Sus estudios siguen satisfactoriamente. 

Seguin nos informan del Seminario Augsburgo en México, el Sr. Juan Montoya 
est& haciendo buen progreso en sus estudies. La situaci6én precaria de la familia 
Montoya en cuanto a su "status" de visa es motivo de preocupacién, y hasta ahora 


no vemos una solucién al problema. 


Desconcertante en alto grado es el hecho de no haber terminado el Sr. Rodrigo 
Quintero sus estudios en la Facultad Luterana de Teologia. Los posibles motivos de 
este fracazo y la actual situacién del Sr. Quintero ante sus obligaciones con el 
Sinodo serdn tratados en la presente reunién del Consejo. 

En resumen quiero expresar sincero agradecimiento a todos mis colaboradores 
por su paciencia conmigo, su constancia en la obra y el compaferismo franco que 
hemos gozado en el Sefior. 

En sentido de recomendacién quisiera recalcar lo mencionado anteriormente 
referente a la educacién parroquial y presentar para su consideracién los puntos 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10 y 12 de la Agenda, especialmente lo que al evangelismo se refiere. 
Permitanme enfatizar otra vez la importancia de wwe los pastores y los directores 
del Instituto procuren hacer que los fieles lleguen a apreciar la himnologia, usando 
himnos que realmente ensefian, edifican y estimulan la adoracién. Debemos nosotros 
esforzarnos en cantarlos al debido compas. Existe una tendencia a veces de cantar 
demasiado despacio y asi hacer que el himno sea dificil y cansén de cantar. Esto 
sucede a veces cuando el pastor no se preocupe por seguir el comp&s que marca el 
érgano o cuando una persona no competente es reclutada para tocar en los servicios, 
tal. vez sin oportunidad de ensayar y resulta que sencillamente no encuentra las 


teclas a tiempo. Asi es preferible cantar sin 6rgano. 


fa ae 





4. 
A propésito, el organista y el director de coro, si hay coro, deben tener 
con buena anticipacién los nfmeros de himnos que se van a usar en el culto mayor 
para poder ensayarlos. El pastor y el director de coro deben colaborar en la forma 
mas estrecha para que el nfimero que canta el coro tenga relacién con el dia re- 


spectiva del afio cristiano o° con el tema del sermén, especialmente cuando tal 


nimero se canta inmediatamente antes del sermén. Sebpa—decirqueta—fimecisndel 








Es de mejor uso en la iglesia 
el que la congregaci6én cante wn himo (El himno principal del culto) antes del 
sermén para de esta manera orientar el pensamiento para el tema del dfa. 

Podemos esperar con alguna seguridad tener en nuestras manos el nuevo himnario 
en el primer semestre de 1960. Sugiero que mientras tanto copiemos a mimeégrafo 
unos himosara el uso en las congregaciones (correspondientes a los respectivos 
ciclos del afio cristiano. ) 

Observaciones sobre el progreso del programa de literatura luterana y la 
reunién de Pennsylvania) farén en lugar aparte. 

Hoy es dia de oportunidad en Colombia y debemos aprovecharlo. Dijo Dios a 
Josué y a su‘pueblo: "Yo os he entregado, como lo habia dicho a Moisés, todo lugar 
que pisare la planta de vuestro pie...Nadie te podrAé hacer frente en todos los 
dias de tu vida: como yo fui con Moisés,; seré contigo} no te dejaré, nite des- 
ampararé. Esfuérzate y sé valiente: porgue ti repartiraés a este pueblo por heredad 
la tierra, de la cual juré a sus padres que la daria a ellos. Solamente te esfuerces 
y seas muy valiente, para cuidar de hacer conforme a toda la ley que mi siervo 
Moisés te mandé: no te apartes de ella ni « diestra ni a siniestra, para que 
seas prosperado en todas las cosas que emprendieres. El libro de aquesta ley 
nunca se apartard de tu boca: antes de dia y de noche meditards en él, para que 


? 


guardes y hagas conforme a todo lo que en 61 est& escrito: porque entonces haraés 





prosperar tu camino, y todo te saldra bien." Josué 133, 5-8. | 
A nosotros nos ha llamado a conquistar una tierra también - "todo lugar que 
pisare vuestro pie" - Vamos a la conquista confiados en el poder y la fidelidad 


de Quién nos ha llamado. 


--Arnfeld ©. Morck 


IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTSRANA — SINCDO DE COLOMBIA 


Informe de la Presidencia presentado ante la 
Séptima Asamblea General, Julio de 1959. 


"Asf{, que hermanos mfos, amados, estad firmes y constantes, creciendo en 
la obra del Sefior siempre, sabiendo que vuestro trabajo en el Sefior no es vano", 
—~I Cor. 15:58. 

Estas palabras del gran misionero cristiano, San Pablo, vienen muy al caso 
cuando pensamos en el cometido de nuestra iglesia en Colombia. Pues encierren 
una amonestacién de estar firmes y de crecer en la obra del Sefor3 y una promesa 
de que tal trabajo no es vano. No es vano porque creemos firmamente en la 
resurreccién de los muertos y que las almas ganadas para Cristo han de participar 
en la gloriosa resurrescién de los jusios y yue por tanto toda obra hecha para 
extender y edificar la iglesia de Cristo en el mundo es m trabajo permanente. 
Si nos parece un trabajo muy lento tenemos la promesa de que es duradero en 
cuanto es hecho en Cristo. 

Con gratitud hacia Dios recordamos la sexta asamblea en que El nos permitié 
constituirnos oficialmente en wm sinodo. 

Las congregaciones que lo componen habian mostrado su coherencia como tales 
en Cristo a travez de afios de pruebas y de persecuciones y se habian rewnido 
cuando fuera posible en asamblea seneral para tratar sus mutuos problemas y 
coordinar la marcha de la obra y habfan establecido vara tal fin el "Consejo 
Administrativo Provisional" desde el aio 1954. Por tal razén decimos ahora que 
estamcs celebrando la Séptima Asamblea General aunque apenas hace un afio que nos 
constituimos en sfinodo. 

Desie entonces hemos visto y experimentado las continuas bendiciones de 
Dios. Se ha podido abrir 5 escuelas primarias en nuestro campo de trabajo, de 
modo que funcionan ahora once escuelas bajo la eficaz direccién de 14 maestros 


y con la supervisién de nuestro director de educacién, el Prof. Gustavo D. Rodrisuez. 








"PaSTORS' INSTITUTE" IK BOCOTA Neu, | ha? 


LEP and Colombia Synod pastors met October 57 in Bogot& for a “Pastors‘ 
Institute". Present were: Pastore Herman Miiller and Ernet Hochstrasser, ani 
“Diakon" Frederick Tdow of the Lutherm World Federations and Pastors Pausanias 
Wilches, Harold Olson, Gerardo Wilches, Julio Orosso, Oliverio Mora and Arnfeld 
Morok of the Evangelical Lutheran Church ~ Colombia Synod. (Pastor Olger Quanrud 
4s on furlough. ) 

Lectures were given by Pastor George Posfay of "Resurrection Lutheran Church", 
Caracas, Venezuela, on: 

I. “Our Kinistry"; Il. “Jesus Christ, the Church and the Church's Hinistry"} | 
III. “The Law anid the Gospel in our Preaching"; IV. “The Unity of the Church". 

Pastor Poafay, a poliglot who preaches in five languages (Hungarian, German, 
Swedish, Inglish and Spanish) apoke at the reguler mid-week service of the Colombian 
congregation and conducted services in Hungarian for his ceuntrymen and in Swedish 
for the Seandinavian solony. 

Prof. Gustavo Rodriguez, Synod*s Educational Director, lectured on: I. “The 
Objectiver Of Parish Sducation"; II. “The Sunday School: It's Organization and 
Funetion"; ili. “General View of the Church's Teaching Program"; IVY. “Different 
phases of Parish Zducation". , 

“"Diakon" Tidow explained the work of the Diaconate in the German church. 

Pastor Julio Grosco reviewed the book, “Bridges of Ged” by MoGavran, on 
mission policies, making pertinent application to the Latin American situation. 

Pastor Herman Miller was in charge of the devotional periods. 

A Lutheran Hinisterial Association for Colombia was organised with Pastor 
Herman Miller as Presiijent ani Pastor Pausanias Yilches as Secretary. 
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2. 

Tres lugares han sido dedicados para la celebracién de cultoss: La capilla 
de La Dorada, la nueva iglesia de Parpa, y la capilla de Chiscas. La Capilla 
en La Dorada fué inaugurada el 17 de agosto de 1958. En esta festiva ocasién 
predic6é el Pastor Pausanias Wilches de Bogot& quién fué acompaiiado por el coro 


de su iglesia que contribuyé muchisimo en el enriquecimiento de los cultos. 


fre instalado el pastor} hubo bautismos, confirmaciones y Santa Cena. La con- 


gregacién de la Santfisima Trinidad de La Dorada sin organizarger oficialmente 
es pastoreada por el Rdo. Julio C, Orozco, y la Srta. Luz Mila Mendivelso es 
maestra de la escuela recién puesta en marcha este afio, 

Felicitamos especialmente a los hermanos de Socotd por el triunfo de haber 
logrado,al fin, después de sufrin revenes, colocar el techo sobre las paredes de 
piedra y asi, tomar en uso su nueva iglesia. Este santuario fué dedicado el 26 
de abril del afio en curso, con la participacién del Sr. José Ayala N., el Dr. 
Syrdal, el cuarteto de la iglesia de El Redentor y el suscrito. 

Muy festivo fué también la dedicaci6n de la casa en Chiscas el tres de 
mayo por el Pastor Olson, asesorado por el Dr. Syrdal y el cuarteto de Bogoté. 
“elicitamos a las Srtas. Helena Danielson y Carleli Silva, al Pastor Mora, y a 
los hermanos de esta regién por la buena marcha de esa obra recién reanudada. 

Segtn los informes estadisticos Je 1958, las congregaciones del Sinodo 

nen BAO he 
contaban con ,585 miembros al finalizar el afo. Hubo un aumento de 105 miembros} 
? adultos bautizados; 37 nifios bautizatos y 56 adultos confirmados. Estos filtimos 
provienen del romanismo nominal. Em tojo hubo uma ganancia de aproximadamente 
22% sobre la cifra del afo anterior. 

Aunque pequefio eh sfnodo y pocos sus miembros, creemos que es, como dicen 
las Sscrituras, una levadura que ha de leudar toda la masa que le rodea. 


(Improvisar sobre este "desafio" de nuestra iglesia) | 
ae olde @ \ Peers 
uF le 
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PERSONAL REPORT ~ 1959 


Belva M. Nerlien 


“And such were.eeyou. But you were washed, you were sanctified, youwere justi- 
fied in the neme of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God." 

I Cobinthians 6:11. 
Many years ago now this verse came to ms attention when I particularly needed its 
comforting assurance. With each succeeding year I have needed it a disconcerting 
mumber ot times. "If thou, O Lord, shouldst mark hain: Seema Lord, who could stand? 
But there is forgiveness with thee..." 


Not only the spiritual but also my physical limitetions are distressing, and I am 
constrained to echo the Psalmist's wuxds again as he says: “What is man that thou 
art mindful of him, and the son of man that thou dost care for him?" 


But He does care and I trust that some of His leving concern for Hés earthly crea- 
tures has shone also through me in my work as Bible Institute teacher and parish 
visitor in Bogot& this past year...despite all my failings. My relationship with 
Pastor Olson, director, Gustavo Rodrfguez, professor, and Leonilde Montoya, teacher 
and girls' matron, was a happy one. The latter two as new teachers this year did 
mich to make the spirit of the school better than last year. I was especially ap- 
preciative of Srta. Leonilde's work as resident matron and am pleased that she will 
confiimie in this capacity during the coming yeer. 


I have &kso developed an ever-growing eppreciation for Pastor Peusanias Wilches, 
God's faithful servant in La Iglesia de El Redentor. His integrity, consecration 
and his disposition to insist on that which is right and let the chips fall where 


they may are to be adwnired.Be it as preacher, counsellor, or home visitor, he has 
much to give. 


Perhaps a few homely glimpses into my work will best tell about the little everyday 
encouragemente ...and difficulties: I remember Dolfenia's remark when she found her 
counsellor interested in her ptoblems and willing to go out of her way to give a 
spiritual lift. “Little did I think you would be so concerned", she waid. Surely 
there was cause for me to do a little self~examining; no doubt I had given the im- 
pression of being busy and preoédupfed. But I was also filled with a sense of the 
tremendous worthwhileness of the work to whish I em called as I saw her hopes re- 
vive and her courage return. & was she too who showed most enthushasam for the 
visitation program carried out with the Institute girls this year. If another girl 
could not go on her scheduled day, I could always count on Dolfenia as a willing 
compenion. 


Thanks fo the Holy Spirit's working, hearts were tbuched and blessed and spiritual 
growth resulted from the study of the Gospel of Gohn, my only Bible subject. One 
sometimes waits in vain in class to see the sparkling eye that-reveadls joy ina 
new discovery, but to compensate there were unexpected references to something 
gleaned from this study, sometimes in a conversation, or in a chpel talk or letter. 
It was especially thrilling to find that their remarké indicated a deeper probing 
into the text in question and not only assimilation of what had been given directly 
in class. Here was evidence that the Word was living and acting in their hearts. 


It was my privilege to accompany two teams of students on their deputation trips to 
the congregations. After the one in chich we did hours of hiking on mountain trails 
to reach our destinations, fun-loving, joking Melco came back to give an impromptu 
chapel talk that showed thet he has many a serious thought in his head after all: 


Nay - 


“As we traversed the seemingly endless tmails amidst the beauty of God's creation, 

I though to Christ's wordss Go ye into ail the world and preach the gespel to every 
creature. I remembered also that He waidt I am the Way". After seeing what good 
these short trips did the students in terms of seeing the hervest field with new 
eyes, I am glad many of them were able to take an active part in the work as evangel: 
ists or vacation church school teachers during xaeukkun December and Jenuary. They 
will be better students and more conseenntedChristians for the experience. 


Just as these glimpses of the work of the congregations have challenged the students, 
my visits to the homes of members and inquirers have challenged me to prayer and hav 
stirred in me greater compassion for and understanding of the peopie I am in Oolombi: 
to serve. They range from the little old lady on the hillside whose home is a shemb: 
full of junk(but who prefers to live alone rather than be with daughters-in- law who 
molest and ridicule her for her faith).to the lawyer's wife who despite her well-fur- 
nished home has her problems too with iblness and a husband who is not interested in 
church...and to the Hungarien immigrant femilies, many of whom are the result of mix 
marriages and whose still-meager knowledge of Spanish makes communication most diffi. 
cult. One sweet lady is concerned about her backsliding husband (her prayers and ow 
have been answered and he is on a firm footing again now); a young man about his way: 
werd brother (the suggestion to pray and wateh for an opportunity to witness was fol: 
and "brother" now sttends church almost every Sunday). Many need encouragement to 
come out for the pastor's class on Sunday morning and prepare for church membership. 
All too many are happy to be visited but can find mmerous excuses for never becomin, 
faithful church-goers. 


But...noumore time for visiting nowt there's a houseful of guests fo receive, or a 
committee meeting to attend, a Sunday School session to plan, or any of a dozen othe: 
interesting things that need doing. Excuse me, please. 


CELMOSA FISSION 
Superintendent's Report for 1959 


"2.50 that as grace extends to more and more people it may inorease thankegiving, 
to the glory of God." II Cor. 4:15. 

The purpose of our ministry is that the grace of God may extend “to more 
and more people". The result is that thankagiving may increase, to the glory 
of God. In fact, we may say that this thanksgiving and resultant glory to God 
is also the purpose. For if the people we serve, and we ourselves, have really 
become thankful people in the true sense of the word, God has reached His purpose 
in our lives. | 

Undoubtedly we have seen evidences of this thanksgiving during the year upon 
which the curtain has just fallen. We may also have been keenly disappointed by 
@ spirit of thanklesaness in those whom we had expected thankfulness for the 


grace of God so abundantly received, a spirit of "let's get all we can and give 


as little as possible". Nevertheless, “having this ministry by the mercy of God, 
we do not lose heart", 


No Interference by Civil Authorities 
We thank God because there has been no interference in our work by civil 


authorities. On the contrary, in one case, that of the school in Paz de Ariporo, 
where the local priest ordered our school closed, the mayor refused to do so 
without orders from civil authorities. Such orders never came and the school 
continued, 

Eleven elementary schools have fumctioned during the year, headed by 16 
teachers, with a total enrollment of e 


Work Resumed in Chiscas, etc. 
Regular work has been resumed in Chiscas with residence of missionary Helen 


Danielson and the opening of a day school under the direction of Miss Carlely 
Silva in that town. The good attendance is encouraging. The property, including 
living quarters, school rooms and shapel, owned by the Mission since 1949, was 
dedicated on May 3, 1959, by Pastor Harold Olsen and Dr. Rolf Syrdal. The 
various pastors, the educational director and others have made occasional visits 
to Chiscas to hold services since Pastor Mora's extensive parish (the whole 
Gutiérez region) does not permit him to serve Chiscas regularly. It should be 
possible soon to organize a congregation in Chiscas. 

Work in the whole Gutiérez region is promising and continues to expand under 
Pastor Mora's leadership. However, more personnel is needed, especially to attain 
more systematic catechetical inatruction in the “veredas" of Chiscas, Cocuy and on 


up to Rechfiniga. 
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Socoté 

The “Good Shepherd" congregation of Socot4 has made progressa‘during the 
year under José Ayala's quiet and unassuming leadership. It seems that he has 
been respected in his own community and has not been “despised because of hia youth" 
It was your superintendent's privilege to serve this rural congregation as the 
responsible pastor during the past year. This consisted of a schedule of monthly 
visits to both Parpa and Mausa. Pastors P. Wilches and H. Olson and Mr. Rodrigues 
each filled in with one such visit. Gratitud is expressed to these brethren for 
filling in during trips to the U.S.A. and other duties. 

Seven communion services were held in Mausa, eight in Parpa and seven private 
administrations in Coscativé. 

During the year, 11 children and 2 adults were baptized} 23 persons were 
confirmed. Of these, 4 were young people baptized in our church. The remaining 
19 were gains from nominal Romanism, several of whom have for many years identified 
themselves with the congregations but only now took the step of public confession 
of their faith through confirmation. This represents a gain of 38 souls. However, 
there were 3 infant deaths, leaving a net gain of 35 members (or 41%) and a total 
membership of 120. Of this total, 7 now live in Bogot& and should be given letters 
of transfer. At least 4 others are inactive and have not attended services during 
the year. 

It was a great satisfaction for us to dedicate, with Dr. Syrdal's help, the 
new stone church, the construction of which had been suspended since 1956 because 
of persecution. 

The group at Mausa is very active and appreciative. Due to the distance 
which separates them from Parpa, rendering any real cooperation and fellowship 
all but impossible, they are now planning to organize separately and build a 
chapel. 

Other areas 

In Casanare they are also thinking of building a chapel. A simple structure 
for a school is already under way. 

The Unitarian ("Jesus Only") Pentecostals, active in some parts of the Plains, 
have confused some of our people. Our work in the Plains needs strengthening, 
by a resident pastor and a chapel, perhaps in the town of Paz de Ariporo. 

Sogamoso and La Dorada have not developed as we had hoped. But they are 
both very strategic centers and there sre new contacts that we believe will lead 
to growth in both cities. 
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Tunja, always hard soil to work, leoks more promising today than ever. 
In Bogot& things go on normally ~ too normally. Is it not time Redeemer 
Lutheran "mothers" a congregation in South Begot&? 


Institute 

The “Instituto Biblico-Cultural"” was happy with its choice of a Colombian 
dean of girls, Miss Leonilde Montoya. Proposal of reorganizing the Institute 
as a pre-seminary school was discussed in Consejo but tabled for further study. 


Special Events 
Special events during the year were: The Annual Meeting, with Dr. Andrés A. 


Mel éndez of the Spanish Lutheran Hour as guest speaker; the Teachers‘ Institute; 
the Pastors' Institute, with Pastor Posfay and Gustavo Rodrf{gues as lecturers. 
A Lutheran Ministerial Association was organised with Paster Herman Miller (LWF) 
as President and Pastor Pausanias Wilches as Secretary. 

Gur Synod was represented in the III Latin American Lutheran Conference in 
Buenos Aires by Pastor Julio Orosco and Mr. Octavio Lépea. 


Students and Leadership training 
Nr. Lépez was graduated from the Facultad Luterana de Teologfia in December 


and has been called to serve in Tamja and Socoté, 

Mr. Juan Montoya is expected to complete his theological training at 
Seminario Augsburgo in Mexico at the end cf 1960. Three evangelists are granted 
scholarships to finish their secondary training with the view to continue on to 
seminary and prepare themselves for the Holy EKinistry. Conversations are under 
way regarding a joint Lutheran theological training program in the Caribbean 
area in oooperation with the Mexico and Missouri Synods. The first step in this 
direction may lead to a special training program for lay volunteer workers or 
catechists, something very essential to the expansion and strengthening of our 
work everywhere. 

Perhaps our greatest need is a deep-flowing, thorough-going spiritual 
revival in our churches, beginning with each of us — "so that as grace extends 
to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God," 


APPENDIX 
Besides the time—consuming desk work required by his assignment on the 
Hymal Committee, the reading of manuscripts that come to his desk through the 


“Lutheran Consultation cn Spanish Literature”, and the correspondence entailed 
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by the administration of Mission and Synod, your superintendent made the following 
trips during 1959: 

3 to Chiscas and =l Cocuy 

3 to La Dorada 

6 to Sogamoso 

3 to Tumja (for services or business) 

T to Parpa and KMausa 

2 to the United States (for Hymnal and literature meetings) 

1 to Cali for Conference on Communications 

1 to Ibagué for Annual Meeting of CEDEC. 
He regrets not having visited Casanare. 

Much time has been spent on miscellaneous activities. For example: 
1) Helping to entertain guests from abroad, such as: Halverson and Holmen (six 
weeks covering most of the field with them while filming the Colombia picture) } 
Dr. Syrial (several days); Dr. Wildrick (several days); Drs. Herman and Nuez 
(several days); Dr. Nehreng (several days}; Pastors Gussick, Meléndez, Cabdn, 


pertereanay Mr. Stevenson, Dr. Emple and others (shorter visits). 


-2) Regular and special meetings of Missionary Conference, Consejo and Executive 


Committes, Annual Meeting of Synod, Pastors' Institute, etc., with agendas, reports 
studies and programs to prepare before, and Minutes to draft and translate after~- 
wards, in addition to the resultant correspondence with Boards, Committees and 
individuals. 


‘ 3) Hours and days prodding customs' officials; drawing plans for chapel furniture; 


attending to property deeds and legal matters; advising on remodelling ani re- 
pairing; untangling and completing church records; cathering and compiling required 
statistics;..and trying not to appear so busy that people would refrain from 
confiding in Ones 

These things have not been mentioned in my reports before. They have been 
taken for granted. And you all, no doubt, have shared some of the same sense of 
frustration when details of administration scem to crowd out the more essential 
things. Added to this is the drag of being an incorrigible "slow poke". Two 
whole books in manuscript still lie unread on my desk. Other items that should 
have gone to the press have bean delayed. We should have been getting out a paper 
for the field, mimeographed if nothing else. 

This is not said in self-defense, but in admission of falling far short of 


one's owm demands and hopes. What we have done to avail our field of the resource: 
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of commmication through literature, aulio~visual aids, etc., is negligible. 
Not only have we lagged in the production of these means, but perhaps we have 
even failed more seriously in the distribution and effective use of available 
literature and promotional materials in our congregations. We have lost our 
opportunity for a full-scale book store in Borot&4. Is there not something to be 
explored in the direction of Ruth Temple's suggestion? Could we not have a live 
and active film service by which slides, filmstrips, movies and other materials can 
be kept constantly moving in our congregations? Would it not be worthwhile to 
invest in more projectors and good audio-viaual materials? 

There will be a Lutheran meeting on commmications held in Latin America 
in 1961, God willing. Let's be "on the ball"! It will probably be held in 
Caracas, lima or Bogota. Shall we invite? Gussick, Cabf&n, Nehreng and I are 
appointed as a committee to plan the program. Do you have any suggestions? 
(See the proposals we drew up provisionally at Buck Hill Falls.) 

Thanks to each of you for cooperation and for fellowship in the Lord's work 
during 1959! 


~-Arnfeid C. Morek 
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Map draftsman: Edgar Rincon P. 
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Ng Nida tie ti ies aad pastor at Union Church during the summer and fall months of 1959) asked the goulerees to place 

ak ese ina sf : wr in their individual areas. With the help of the National Pastor’s Association, and several months’ 

ee era on is lieved that this is the first such comprehensive map of Evangelical work ever to be made in Colom- 

services, 119 nme ee ie ee ai i aaa a pear eenn eer a oe 
: ; : pe r g or clinics, an seminaries or Bi i : 

approximately twelve English-speaking Protestant congregations and churches, including our own Uaca choad hie Gifeh of Ruck. 


f? Pr ; hs Vb 








ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION 
of the 
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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH -— COLOMBIA SYNOD N 


PREAMBLE 


In the Name of the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, supreme source of 
all inspiration and authority, we, pastors of the Lutheran Church and delegates 
from Lutheran congregations of Colombia, do hereby resolve that the following be 
the CONSTITUTION OF TH& EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - COLOMBIA SYNOD. 


TITLE I 
PRELIMINARIES 


CHAPTER ONE 
NAME 


Article 1. The name of this church is: Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia 
Synod, which in this constitution is called "The Synod". 


CHAPTER TWO 
DOCTRINE 


Article 2. The Synod accepts and holds the Canonical Scriptures of the Old anc New 
Testaments as the revealed Word of God, therefore the only infallible criterion of 

faith and life. 

Article 3. The Synod accepts: (1) The Apostles' Creed, (2) The Nicene Creed, 

(3) The Athanasian Creed, (4) Luther's Small Catechism, (5) The Unaltered Augsburg 

Confession, as true and brief declarations of the doctrine of the Word of God. 


CHAPTER THREE 
LITURGY 
Article 4. The Synod recommends the use of one common liturgy, the pericopes and 
hymnal "Culto Cristiano", and recognizes congregational freedom in the use of 
ecclesiastical vestments and ornaments. 


CHAPTER FOUR 
RELATIONSHIP 
Article 5. The Synod declares its desire to cooperate with other Lutheran Synods 
and bodies within as well as outside the country and with the Lutheran World 
Federation. 
Article 6. Believing in the "Holy Christian Church", the "Communion of Saints", 


The Synod recognizes oneness in Christ with the whole Christian Church Universal. 


TITLE II 


ONLY CHAPTER 
PURPOSE 
Article 7. The purpose of The Synod shall be tos 
a. Assist the member congregations in the preaching and teaching of the Gospel 
and the administration of the Sacraments, in order to: 
1) bring all men to be saved and to come to the kmowledge of the truth 
(I Tim. 2:4); 
2) nurture the spiritual life of the believers for the building up of the 
Body of Christ (Eph. 4:12)3 
b. Promote the organization of new congregations in this country and carry out 
mission work in foreign countries} 
c. Preserve the purity of doctrine and practice within the member congregations; 
d. Preserve the unity of the true faith according to Sph. 4:3-163 I Cor. 1:10. 
Article 8. In order to fulfill these purposes, The Synod will train pastors, 
evangelists and teachers, and will instruct and guide all believers in order that 
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they may carry out the work at home and abroad, will promote the publication of 
Christian literature, and will establish and maintain, according to its needs and 
possibilities, educational and social welfare institutions. 


TITLE IIT 
ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

CHAPTER ONE 
MEMBERS 
Article 9. The Lutheran congregations in Colombia, duly organized at the promulga- 
tion of the present Constitution, and which accept and follow it, will be members 
of the Synod. 
Article 10. Any other organized congregation with no less than ten (10) voting 
members, and which accepts this Constitution, may ask to affiliate with the Synod. 
With the application shall be presented a copy of the congregation's constitution. 
The Synodical Council will study such application and make its recommendations to 
the General Synodical Assembly which will submit the peut n to a vote. A 
majority vote shall be required for acceptance. 


CHAPTER T’0 
G&NERAL SYNODICAL ASSEMBLY 
Article 11. The General Synodical Assembly shall be composed of ordained pastors 
who have charges within the Synod and of delegates elected by the local congrega- 
tions according to the Synodical By-Laws. The method of election and number of 
delegates shall be determined in the By-Laws. 
Article 12. The General Assembly shall exercise the highest authority of The 
Synod with legislative and judicial power. 
Article 13. The regular meeting of the Assembly will be held once a year. The 
dates for such general Assembly and the procedure of calling such a meeting shalt 
be determined in the By-Laws. 
Article 14. Special meetings of the Assembly may be called by the Synodical 
Council when necessary or advisable. 
Article 15. The Assembly shall establish such Departments or Permanent Committees 
as it may deem necessary for carrying out the different activities of the Church. 
Article 16. From nominations presented by the Synodical Council, the Assembly 
shall appoint the members of the Departments referred to in Article 15. 
Article 17. The Assembly may create special committees wnen necessary. 
Article 18. The assembly may not transact business without a quorum. A majority 
of the registered delegates shall constitute a quorum. 


CHAPTER THREE 
SYNODICAL COUNCIL 
Article 19. The Synodical Council is the Executive Organ of the Synod and has 
the following functions: 

a. To carry out the actions of the General Synodical Assembly; 

b. To process routine matters$ 

c. To prepare agenda for meetings of the General Assembly, as well as to send 

out announcements for such meetings not less than one month in advence; 

d. To study applications of new congregations for acceptance into Synod; 

e. To exercise legislative powers in case of emergency when the Assembly is in 

recess; 
f. To present nominations to the Assembly for the various Departments} 

g To create special committees when needed. 
Article 20. The Synodical Council shall consist of a president, a vice-president, 
who should be ordained ministers in good standing in the Church; a secretary, a 
treasurer, six members and tvo generel substitutes. All members are to be elected 
by the General Assembly. 
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Article 21. The four officers mentioned in the previous Article shall be the sane 
as those of the General Assembly and will hold office for a term of three years. 
The members and substitutes will serve for a term of two years, and of their number 
at least half should be laymen. 
The officers as well as members and substitutes may be reelected for a consecutive 
period. 
Article 22. The Council shall meet regularly three (3) times a year, and special 
meetings may be called in case of need. The quorum shall be two-thirds of its 
membership. 

CHAPTER FOUR 
MINISTERIUM 
Article 23. ‘The Ministerium of this Synod shall be made up of all its ordained 
pastors, The Synod shall maintain a clergy roster, in charge of the Secretary, 
vnere shall appear the names of all ordained pastors together with their respective 
vitae. 
Article 24. From the members of the Ministerium, the Synodical Council shall 
appoint committees to examine and recommend to the General Synodical Assembly the 
candidates to the Holy Ministrv and to counsel, admonish and discipline pastors 
and evangelists, and to resolve doctrinal issues. 


CHAPTER FIVE 
OFFICERS 
Arvicle 25. President. The President shall be the official representative of ‘the 
Synod and shall have the following duties and rights: 

a. He shall guide The Synod according to the provisions of the Constitution and 
frequently visit the congregations within his jurisdiction. 

b. He shall, together with the Ministerium, ordain pastors to the Holy Ministry. 

c. He shall mediate in disputes and disagreements which may arise within the 
Synod, always watchful to preserve the purity of doctrine and practice. 

d. He shall call and preside at meetings of the Generel Synodical Assembly and 
the Synodical Council. 

e. He shall call and preside at special meetings of member congregations of the 
Synod in order to discuss and resolve matters relating to the work as well 
as problems in these congregations, when this is requested by the interested 
congregations, or if ordered by the Synodical Council. 

f. He shall install pastors in their charges and dedicate buildings or authorize 
someone to do so. 

g. He shall present a detailed annual report to the General Assembly concerning 
his work, the work of the Synodical Council and the general progress of the 
Synod. 

Article 25. Vice-president. The Vice-president shall help the President carry out 
his duties and replace him when he is a*sent or when the Council determines that 
-he is unable to carry out his duties. In this case, the Vice-president's duties 
shall be provisional. 

Article 27. Secretary. The Secretary shall have the following duties: 

a. To record the Minutes at meetings. 

b. To be in charge of the files and archives and keep them up to date as well 
as to have in his custody the Synod's corporacs seal. 

c. To carry on the correspondence, maintain the statistics of the Synod, snd 
perform any other secretarial duties under the supervision of the Presiden. 

d. To substitute on an interim basis for the Vice-president in his absence. 

Article 28. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall have the following duties: 

a. To receive and keep with proper security the moneys of the Synod. 

b. To keep the necessary books for the managing of the funds. 

c. To make the necessary disbursements as authorized by the Synodical Council. 


(cont. p. 4) 
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d. To present an annual financial report, and to prepare the regular proposed 
budget to be presented to the Synodical Council which in turn shall recommend 
it to the General Synodical Assenbly for final approval. 


TITLE IV 


PASTORS: THEIR ORDINATION, THEIR DUTIES, THEIR RIGHTS AND THEIR DISCIPLINE 
CHAPTER ONE 
ORDINATION 
arsiclo 29. A pastor shall meet the following requirements: 
a. He shall de e Christian with a good testimony ard have satisfactorily com- 
pleted studies in a seminary approved by the Synod3 
b. He shall have had adequate ministerial experience for at least one year} 
c. He shall have received a call from a local congregation or the Synodical 
Council $ 
d. He shall have been examined and approved by the committee named by the 
Synodical Council. 
CHAPTER TWO 
DUTISS AND RIGHTS 
Article 30. The pastors shall have the following duties: 
a. To preach and teach the Word; 
b. To administer the sacraments$ 
c. To watch over the development and progress of the congregations entrusted 
co them. 
Article 31. The pastors shell have the following rights: 
a. To receive the necessary financial support for themselves, their families 
and their ministry. 
b. To be delegates to the General Synodical Assembly and to be members of the 
Ministerium. 


CHAPTER THREE 

DISCIPLINE 
Article 32. The pastors shall ue subject to the discipline of the Synod in the 
following. circumstances: 

e, When they preach or teach doctrines which are not in accordance with the 

principles of faith of this Synod § 
>. When through word or deed they have brought shame and dishonor to the Lord 

Jesus Christ and His Church; 

c. then they have disobeyed the provisions of this constitution or the decisions 

of the General Assembly, or have failed to carry out said decisions. 

Article 33. The disciplining of Pastors shall be carried out by the President 
together with the Ministerium, but deposition from the ministerial office shall be 
carried out only after approval by the General Synodical Assembly. In case the 
President fails in the oyinion of the Council to carry out his duties, the Vice- 
president shall call a meeting of the Church Council, which may make recommendations 
to the General Synotical assembiy. 
Article 34. The prrvose of discip]ining pastors is for their correction and to 
insure the harmcnious progress of the Church. 


TITLE V 
ONLY CHAPTER 


EVINGSLISTS: DUTIES, RIGHTS AFD DISCIPLINE 

Article 35. The duties, rights and discipline of evangelists shall be the same as 
for pastors es established in TITLE IV, CHAPTGRS TO AND THREE, except (b) of 
Article 30 and (b) of Article 31. 
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TITLE VI 


ONLY CHAPTER 
PROPERTIES AND FINANCES 
Article 36. The Synod recognizes its stewardship responsibility in the extension 
of the Kingdom of God, and because of this adheres to the principle of autonomy 
in its government and economic sustenance. 
frticle 37. The Synod may receive contributions and donetions, and shall cancel 
financial obligations that it may have incurred, being careful not to enter into 
burdensome and unwise transactions. 
Acticle 38. During the period in which the Synod receives foreign mission sub- 
Sidies, such subsidy funds shall be managed by the Synod. 
Article 39. The real estate of the Synod and of the local congregations shall be 
provisionally held by the "personeria juridica" of the "Corporacién Evangélica 
Andina", The local congrsgations shall have the sole use of their properties as 
long as these are limited to activities of the Church, always being responsible 
for the upkeep and repair of the properties which they occupy. 
Article 40. The local congregations may transfer only those properties which have 
been acquired without restrictive clauses. 





TITLE VII 
ONLY CHAPTER 
BY-LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
article 4. The by-laws and regulations shall be determined according to need, but 
they may not conflict with the provisions of this Constitution. 





TITLE VIIL 

ONLY CHAPTER 
AMENDMENTS 
Article 42, This Constitution may be amended, but the proposed amendment must be 
presented in writing and accepted by Majority vote of the General Synodical Assembly 
and adopted at the next annual mecting of same. A two-thirds vote shall be required 
to adopt an amendment. 


Ax>ticle 4?. CHAPTER TO of TITLE I and this TITLE VIII may not be altered. 


figaed in Bogota on July 26, 1958. 


Acended on July 26, 1940. 





PERSONAL REPORT 1960 


Arnfeld C. Morck 


Viewing the year whose last hours are slipping away from me as I write, and 
trying to take inventory of its twelve brief months and of seventeen years in Letin 
America, I am reminded of our Savior's words in Luxe 17:10: “So you also, when you 
have done all that is commanded you, say, ‘we are unworthy servants; we have only 
done what was our duty.'* --And then, if I have not even done what was commanded, 
what category does that place me in? Not only unworthy, but unfaithful? I can only 
take refuge in God's steadfast love, faithfulness and forgiveness for future days of 
more useful service. | 

Since Olger will be giving the Superintendent's report, I orefer to call this a 
personal report, even though it may have some oearing upon the total picture of our 
work. 

The months of January to Auzust included serving Tunja as “senior pastor", 
especially in Octavio Lopez's absence, administering comsunion there, end in Sogamoso 
when Gerardo wilehes was in Cesenare; trips to La Dorads, Miraflores and Mexico} 
helping with the final editing of Culto Cristiano, Ritual Cristiano, and working on 
other manuscripts; compiling deta and writing “histories” for the congregations to 
go into the varish records (three ere still Vasichug, unless someone else has done 
them). A lers fruitful investment of time went into much house-Lunting, sorting of 
files and other "chores*, 

We remember with gretitud the ‘cindness of our co-workers who helped us wind up 
necessary details before coming north on furlough, those who came to “see us of f* and 
ell of you for cooperation and fellowship in Christ. 

The year included special events such as the psstors' retreat with participants 
from Mexico andthe general Caribbean area and guest sneakers Franklin Clark Fry, 
Melvin Hammarberg, Stewart Herman, Odd Xnaevelsrud and others. 

The executive committee meeting of the LWF in Prazil brought other distinguished 


visitors to our midst, most of them only to Bogot&: Fredrick A. Schiotz, Bo Giertz, 
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Henrik Hauge, Arne Sovik, C.M. Hansen, and others. 

In July we were happy to receive the new congregetion at Chiscas into the 
fellowship of the Synod and to welcome Olger Quanrud back from furlough to continue 
his veteran ministry in our church, 

Our Synod's executive committee revresented the church at an important meeting 
in Mexico City last June at which, as a result of considerable previous negotiation, 
the first stones were lsid for the foundation of a Lutheran seminary in the Caribbean 
area. An interim committee has continued to place more stones in the structure. 

Upon Conference recommendation, Board avproval and advice from Cr. Andrew Burgess 
(Dr. Syrdal wes in Africa), I enrolled in the University of Minnesota's School of 
Journalism for a 15-hour load of studies. Fall Guerter courses were? 


Journalism 11, Reporting and News Yriting 


$ 78, Public Relations Methods 
. 1350, Public Opinion and Mass Media, Survey Hethods, etc. 
is 200, (A seminar covering research in many phases of Journalism) 


Political Science 155, Government, Politics and International Relations 
in Latin America, 


I am registered for the winter Guarter in: 

Journalism 121, The Mass Media and a Dynamic Society, covering among other 

things, International Press and Ethics of Journalism. 

Journalism 69, Radio snd television production 

Journalism 74, Magszine editing . 

Political Scie:ce 15, Continuation of 155 on Latin America. 

I was lined up for enough graduate work to have finished residence studies for 
a Master's Degree, with e major in Journalism end a minor in Political Science on 
Latin America. But the first quarter shows me that too weny of the -raduate courses 
go too deeply into research and technicalities to give me the practical training I 
came here to get. Therefore, i have abandoned that ambition in obedicnce to the 
major purpose of my studies here end will taxe courses in winter and spring quarters 
thet I think will yield the greatest returns in practical knowledge and skills. 

The pressure of a 15-hour load cid not permit thorough work in all courses 


even though grades are satisfactory except in one course in which I heave had to take 


, an incomolete. Only 12 hours are lined up for the winter quarter end the spring 
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quarter will be trimmec down more as the ina yiteblc pressure of speaking engeagemente 
increases, 

The courses are interesting, helpful, humbling and challenging, but they will 
not meke an expert out of thie old gage bit too stiff for ready molding. 

Three of the written assignments have been related to Colombia and our church, 
one a detailed survey design for study of “Communicating the Christian Faith in | 
Colombia"; another was a public relations program for the church (external and 
laterne reletions). A term paper in Political Seience will be written on ahurek 
and state in Colombia. (Please keep me posted on recent deveiopantec) 

These things are being mentioned because you have a right to know what I em 
doing with your s Suoseadavied to study. 

I hope it will help to prepare me a little more for an importent phase of our 
work, the communication of the Gospel through all the media available ee In all 
of the courses I try to wake mental (and, as mentioned, some written) adaptations 

_to our specific situation. 

Kermit Roisen from Madagescar is studying business administration and advertising 
to sharpen himself up for management of their 80-man printing plent; Arndt Helverson 
is teking Education; Gordon Ruud, Radio; harold Assland (Jevan) and Jim Hogstad 
(Formosa) are teking greduete work in Theology. Most missionaries are specializing 
in something, end I think we are on the right track doing so. 

As mentioned incidentally in a letter to herold, which he mey share with you 
if he lixes, prozress hes been made where missionaries have been placed in specialized 
fields: Evengelism, stewardship, literature, education, etc. There will always be 
more tlan enough to do in the parishes and in the adminietration of the church, but 
this must be the responsibility of the hatiouats first. Eventually, we trust that 
God will also call and prepare them in the specialized departments ee the work expands, 

Since Christian literature could be euktansed the: handmaid of all of the 
departuents, I would like to offer my continued services in that field and ask 


Conference to coasider leaving wy hands as free as possible for e full-time ministry 
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in the mass media. Much can be done through the regular appearance of a mimeographed 
bulletin, the preparation of materials for parish educetion, etc. In addition, I 
have been asked to serve as one of the editors for the program of "Publicaciones el 
Escudo". I would like to accept that appointment if Conference and Consejo can leave 
me free to do so. This will mean critical reeding of manuscripts within a given 
deadline as they come from the various translators, then to be returned to the . 
editorial chairman. 

Doctors Syrdal and Field and I represented the ELC at the Hymnal Committee meeting 
and Consultation on Spanish Literature at Buck Hill Falls in November (Field, only 
the Hymnal Committee). The Culto Cristiano manuscript is all ready and I hope it will 
soon be printed. For the Biblical portions in the book we used what was to be the 
finel revision of the new Valera version. Since then there have been further changes. 
But the Hymnal Committee ihe to delay publication of CC still further by revising 
it according to the latest changes made by the American Bible Society. Such revision 
at this stage would be a complicated end time-consuming task. 

Minutes of the Literature meeting have not been received yet and I shall not 
comment further on that meeting at this time. "Publicaciones El Escudo" is formally 
organized and its corvorete status will soon be cleared. Culto Cristano and Ritual 


Oristiano will be printed under that name. 


Sincere greetings in Christ our Savior, 


Arnfeld C,. Morck 
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(These suggestions, by no means exhaustive, have been prompted by correspondence 
with Pastor Peter Mathiasen, missionary to Brazil. They also arise out of a 
feeling of regret for mistakes made in Colombia and a desire that our great new 
venture on the Brazilian "frontier" may develop unimpeded, under God. Although 
drawn from 15 years of experience in Latin America, no particular research has 
gone into these suggestions. Nor do they claim to be conclusive or totally ap~ 
plicable in every situation, They are submitted as entirely personal and unof-.. 
ficial. A. G. Morck) 


I. The inmediate development of a training program. 
Develop a program for the training of national leaders and place responsibility 
on them right from the start. 


Ii. The development of responsible congregations. 


A. Find strategic locations in "fertile soil" where congregations of whole com= 
mmities can move together into the church. This is not denying the individual rela- 
tionship between God and man in accepting Christ. But too often has becn streased 
the “heroism" of individuals “coming out for Christ" and severing all relations with 
their community environment, in many cases becoming dependent socially and even eco- 
nomically on the foreign mission. All original and ethnic structure which is not 
directly in conflict with Christian teachings and morals should be preserved. Be 
sure not to confuse “civilization” with evangelization. 


Avoid the static "mission station" approach in which the direction of the work 
continues long in the hands of the foreign missionary. The missionary should strive 
to “work himself out of a job". He should never do work that could be done by an 
available national nor hold an office if there is a national to replace him. Though 
dependable, the missionary must beware lest the congregation become dependent upon 
him rather than upon itself. For Chriet is its head. 


B. Place national catechists (ordained pastors when possible) in charge of con- 
eregations at the earliest possible date. It is important that the congregations 
support their catechist or pastor from the very beginning. Even if some initial sup- 
port must in emergency be drawn from foreign fumds, let it go through the congrege~ 
tional treasury as a subsidy from the very start so that the unwholesome psychology 
of pastors ani workers being paid by the foreign mission can be avoided. If pastors 
or catechists are farmers, tradesmen or professionals, they may help support them 
selves in the initial stages by working part-time in these occupations until the 
congregations are able to take on complete support. Hy all seans we should avoid 
developing the habit of looking to the foreign mission for help whenever a need artses. 


C. Let local church properties be orned and roved (buildin erected, etc. 
by the congrezations. If local means are meager and progress is unduly retarded for 
lack of facilities, the foreign mission can help through a well-designed extension 
fund. But local responsibility must be substantially enlisted from the start. 


Avoid setting up patterns in church administration and church building that would 
be beyond the financial reach of the national chu-ch, notwithstanding its subsequent 
development in Christian stewardship. But let us not be niggardly in the use of 
foreign fumds where an investment at the right time und place may mean great eivance= 
ment that could not be achieved otherwise. 


D. Instruct and encourage continually key local leaders to teach their neighbors 
Bible and Catechism in the many outposts where Christian nuclei may develop. We may 
as well reconcile curselves to the fact that »e shall never have enough trained 
pastors and catechists to go srounl. Im other words, let each local unit be a live 
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cell in itself and not too dependent for existence upon the visit of the catechist 
or pastor. The ideal situation of an ordained pastor for each congregation oan by 
hard work and God's grace be reached later. 


E. Use a didactically effective explanation of the Catechism as standard textbook 
for instruction of inquirers and members on the local level (in Colombia we use the 
Spanish version of the Explanation by Joseph Stump). Start teaching Catechism as soon 
as you can gather a class. Its members may come to Christ mere readily through your 
teaching than by your preaching. 


F. Develop an appreciation for good hyms. Use a Lutheran hymnal and service 
book. If there is none, prepare one. Let the people feed on and express themselves 


through worthy hymms rather than the chaff of sentimental and cheap choruses and 
"Gospel songs", many of which have little Gospel in them. 


G. Be Lutheran. It is not necessary to flaunt the name Lutheran all over, but be it. 
Our Lutheran church, founded squarely on the Living Word, rooted in history, and its 
worship expressed in a rich, beautiful, Christ-centered liturgy, has a greater ad~- 
vantage in reashing the heart of the Latin American than has any other ecclesiastical 
group, unless it would be Rome itself, converted to Christ and alive with the message 
of "the Word alone, grace alone, faith alone". 


III. The providing of literature «ani other promotional aids. 


Ae Develop early an effective literature vrogran, You can't work without literature. 
It's your ammmition. Review all available literature in the lan:wase of your work 
and select what can profitably be used by Lutherans. Put a missionary on this pro- 
motional job right cway and let him enlist capable national translators and editors 
to vrepare literature to fill the needs of the field. You may, of course, have to 
resort to the employment of non-members and even no:~Christians for technical know 
how in the beginning. By the most optimistic standards, few people who acquire a 
language after, say, 20 years of age really get to the soul of it and are able to use 
it effectively and forcefully. 


B. Radio. A foreigner may contribute greatly in the promotional, organizational, 
editorial and technical angles of radio work. Rut keep him away from the microphone 
unless he is a rare specimen with no tell-tale “hancover" from his particular mother 
tongue. ; 


C. Audio-visual eguipment. No one doubts the value of these as a teaching means, 
and here I have no particular "axe to grind", since there is no policy involved other 
than the obvious need of adaptation to language and environment. (Incidentally, 
there are inexpensive Mexican-made projectors available that take both slides and 
film strips e:d ope ate on flashlight batteries as well as current. These should 
prove useful for frontier work. I think they are about $7.50 U.5. apiece. ) 


COR CLUSION s The overwhelming stress of this unscientific and almost off~the~ouff 
discussion is purposely on the congregation. 


It soes without saying, ani yet is not something to be taken for ranted, that 
the development of strong, responsible confregations of grateful Christians is a 
gigantic spiritual task which only the Spirit Himself can do. Yet He has chosen to 
do it through the witness, work and prayer of ordinary, imperfect men like us in 
whose hearts still throbs a bit of apostolic restlessness. 3 

ete 
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Our task as foreign missionaries is not only to “preach the Gospel" but intainly 
to provide the permanent means by which the Gospel can be continuously preached 
and taught. This ia accomplished when the church is "self~propagating" through 
the spontaneous witness of grateful and responsible Christiana; grateful because 
they belong to Christ, ani not to a foreign mission enterprise} responsible because 
they have known since they believed that the Lord's Business depends on them and 
not on the forcign missionary. The growth of the church mst not only be on the 
horizontal plane but also on the vertical (Eph. 3114-21). Yet we must not permit 
our preconceived ideas about standards of piety to hamper its horigontal growth at 
the “acceptable time". Most of the vertical growth must of neceasity come after 
the “inguirers" become "members", as is the case with all of us. 


The foreign mission's initial job is completed when the national church is soe 
rooted and grounded that it will continue to grow independently even if all foreign 
missionaries were withdraw. Actually, this stage may be reached before many 
missionaries realize and admit it. We tend to have a paternalistic attituie toward 
the church that God has given us a part in foumding. In some cases it would 
probably come to stand on ita ow feet sooner if the foreign leatership were with- 
drawn. 


When tne national church has reached responsibility in self-propagation, self~ 
government and self-support (these trite touchstone words listed, in my opinion, 
in order of importance), the missionary enters the second stage of his task. Now 
he is no longer the leader but the servant of the young church. But no leas important 
is his job, be it in education, coordination, promotion or some specialized field, 
working with the young church for its maturing in Christ. 


"Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves =o claim anything as coming from ua} our sufficiency 
is from God, who has qualified us to be ministers of a new covenant, not in & 
written code but in the Spirit; for the written code kills, but the Spirit cives 
life." -=-II Cor. 324-6. 





LINFORYE DEL PRESIDENTE A LA NOVENA ASAMBLEA DE LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUT 


SBA VMGBOCVIRAISKLRISUSSSARSSoOTeSEaRs RASBSMSSSSSESIBASs os . SMAI CARVeSeVVZS 


RANA- SINGDO DE COLOMBIA. __—-17 de julie de 1961. 


BSE us 7_SINGDO DE COLOMBIA® | ceuwot late. suite det BBs 


Eetimades Basteres, Delegades Oficiales de las Cengregaciones, y dem&s herna- 
nes que nos acompafian en esta NOVENA ASAMBLEA de nuestra Iglesias 


Saludg y bendicién de Dies, sea con vosotres, ahora y siempre . Amén. 


Tres ates de vida organizada cumple en lea fecha nuestra Iglesia. A través de 
ellos ha caminado con pase incierto dejido quizh a la inemperiencia y falta de 
madurez, de la que un dia contituimes en "Izlesia Evangélica Luterana ~ S{inodio 
de Colombia". 

No es raro, fies, que las Con;regaciones, asi como los pastorea y maestros, 
encuentren razones para c#iticarim, ya jue todos nosotros pedimos mucho del ine 
fante cuando éste apenas empieza a asergurar sus rasos y a construir ordenada- 
mente gus primeras frases. 

Es bueno, puea, que nosotros con paciencia y resignacién cristiana formenos el 
carfcter de aquella que esperamos ver crecida; y de la cual esperamos y exi;i- 
mos mucho. 

Fe por eso, estimades hermanos que la obra de la Iglesia en estos tres aos 
de vida organizada, ha dejado mucho que’desear. Fero no culpenos las cozag ni 
los individuos; eino culpémonos a nosotros mismos, que co.o individuos y congre~ 
gaciones, no hemos respaldado a medi a de nueatras capacidades el trabajo Sind- 
dico de nuestra Iglesia. 

Es cierto que tenemos mceho que desandar de ella, pero es isulmente cierto que 
tenemos mucho que dar a elia,si querenos verla desarroll&ndoise en una forma que 
pueda cunplir eu cosetido evangelistico y de goiierno a todas y cada un a de las 
Sonrrezaciones afiliadas. 


La labor que a través de estos tres aos se na realizado, ha dejado mucho que 
desear. De esto seguramente estanos todo: de acuerdo. 
rero una vez mis, por la gracia we Dios, nos hemos concregado en este lugar con 
el propSsite de descubrir sus yerros, Considerar sus positilidades y orientanz 
eu porvenir,. 
Quiera Dios que en esta ASA‘BLZA nosotros podases dar una orivatacifn que, ba- 
jo la Nueva Mesa Directiva a nombrase en esta ocasién, pueda llevar @ adelanie 
la obra de nuestra Iglesia en una forma que ¢edunde en beneficio de las Concre- 
gaciones, y en la maracha general de la Iglesia. 


Buei0, €8, que nosotros Aasatos an recuento en este informe que noc de una 


vixziéa delipasado que pueda contribuir a orientarnos en esta Asasblea, en las 
Geiiberaciones y negocios de la misma. 


Bi die 26 de julio de 1958, lae cinco Congregaciones organizadas de la Igle- 
sia Luterana, se dieron la presnte constitucién Sinéddica, que ricé nueetroe “Lno- 
aoe 
El Consejo Sinédico nombrado en aquella ocasién, ha sido renovado en la mayor‘a 


de sus mieabros el eafio pasado; cesan:c en la presente Asanblea la Mesa Directi- 
va que conforne a la Constitucién Sinddica, funciona sor tres @i0Be 


En los tres aiios que han corrido, dos nuevas Con-rega‘io:<s han sito orcani- 
zadas, siendo la &ltiua la de “San valblo", dei Frailejonal Socota{ reciente:jien- 
te or anizada; y de la cual tencuos solicitud ie afiliaciSna al Sfnodo. 


ete ol 





Hay actualmente ocho Congregaciones Urganizadas que constituyen el Sinodo 
Luterano de Colombia, ei bien la de "San Palbao’por ser recienteme:te orge- 
nigada no ha entrado a frormar perte Jel Sinodu. Esperamos que eet: Asamblea 
de el visto bueno a su solicitud, y podasos desde ahora contarla coo pa: te 
del Sfaodo de la Iglesia Evaigélica iuterana en Colombia. 


El trabajo evangélistico dentro ie las Con-regaciones se ha venido deserro- 
llando mas o menos dentro de un ambiente de tolerancia, ei se tiene en cuenta 
ia abierta oposicién que algunas ce las Conzrezaciones sufrieron en atioa pa- 
sados. 

Beto quicre decir que las Conrreac: ones han tenido uana oportunidad garavi~ 
llogsa para instruirse en la Calabra .e Dica, organizars: y trabajar, oportu~- 
nidades .ue quiz& no han sido aproveckadas saviasene+. 


PROBLE“‘A FIYANCILEROs~ Uno de les problemas sas seriGd que la Igiesia tiene 5 
que limitan en mucho au camtpo de accién, es el problema iinanciero de cada 
una de las Consregaciones. 

ua Iglesia para su desuarrullo eapiritual tiene la Palabra de Vios por la cual 
da fe se alimenta y se cultiva una sejor espiritualidad. 

Pero de esa vida espiritual alimenitada y desrreliada or la Palabra de Dioa, 
surge la responsabilidad cGristia-a del individue, frenie a cada una de las ne- 
Cesidades de la Iglesia. No se puede concebir lo {ltimo, sin lo primero. 

La responsabilidad cristiana de una sabia y conciente mayordomla, tiene que 
ser la consecuencia del desarrollo espiritual del indi-iduo. 

Las posibilidades financieras de nueatras Gon=rezaciones, exceden en mucho a 
lo que actualsente estAn respondiendo. 

El hecho de que yo insiata en este inforsie en llasar la atencién a los pasto=- 
res y delegados sobre este problema que resulta ser ohst&culo en cl desarro- 
llo de la Iglesia; es el hecho de estar convencido de que nuestros feli-re- 
66a  ,Odrlaa respoader @: aacho ads, 62 BeATEFAR Ganceranesie la ovra de in i- 
glesia. 

Si asauos, servismos. ¥ si servimos, aes sacrificames :or lo que amanos. Tai 
ha de ser la actitud de cada uno ce nosotros, frente a las necesidades de su 
propia Consreva idn. 

zn el informe del Tesorero, y en la discusidn que resulte en la aprocacién 
del nuevo presupuesto para el présimo aio, Ude. se dar&n una &dea més amp iin 
+ @n Cuante a las necesidades actuales de ia iglesia. , 
Bueno es, gue los delezados de las GCon-rezaciones tonen nota ae erto, y Bean 
iusp progetores en sus porpdaa Jon: -regacianes de una caspaiia sobre la “iavor~ 
dcufa cristiana, pues sélo asi «aejorare-os nuestro presupuesto en el fututo. 


ESCJLLAS | qué podemos informar a Uds. en ralacién con esto ? 

sueve escuelae de ensefianza prisaria funcionae en el presente a=e dentro jel 
Sf{nodo, goa un nimero aproximado de 330 nifios matriculados, los que son en= 
Geiiados or 13 maestras. 

El costo cde la educaciSn de estos ni:ios asciende en ei aio a la suma de $ 
92,530.00 de los cuales entran por pensiones la suma_de $ 35,596.25 

Si bien es cierto que en la educaci$n hetos mejorado las entr: dvs, in entar.o, 
el presupuesto de educacifn podria verse elevado a causa :€ un reajuste de 
salarios, si es que la Asamblea ve la posibilidad de reusir diches fondos. 





PASTORESs El Sinodo se organiz&é con cinco pastor: s ordenados, de les cules 
doe ewan colotbiunos y tres extronjeroBe 

fue 208 EPG 21.00 46 Vind OF poustada, LBeG pAGiETes 2 .uerun Vinienadus ai 
Santo Ministerio y ano m& ejerce actualsente co io licenciado, haciendo un 
total <@ nueve pastores, de lor cuales trea no tienen parrogiia. 
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Como ha Gico s@iialado adterivsmence, vdv ue 106 Ob8tLaCuLOO 44 eoLe Campo uc A 
Obra, es el procLema financiero de las Con:regaciones, que frena en porte la 
obra evnangelistica de las mismas. 

Las entridas por parte Je iag Conrregaciones para calario de los pasiores, es 
realuente irrisor.o, si se excepida a la de Besoté que asume toda responsabilie 
dad en cuanto a esto se refiere. 

£1 eumasos las entradas de las Concre.aciones y las entradas de la Gglesia de 
Kl Redentor para pastor, aos daresos cuenta que no aloanzea of a ofrendar para 
sosteaer a dos pastores ordesades en el aioe 

Esto pues, da una idaa a lm Asamblea en cuanto al por que el Sinodo xo puede 
enplear a todes loge obreros jue quisiera por earecer de fondes pars e1ioe 


VISiTAS: En el aio en que por motivo de ausencia del Presidente Sr. Revdo. 

A.C. Morck, y yue por ser Vice-presidente me ioc& ejercer la presidencia, tuve 
la oportunidad de visitar tedas y cada una de las Conzre-aciones del Sfnodo, a 
excepeiéa de la iglesia ““rfinaipe de Pac se Tunia, a aiien le he quedado de- 

biendo la visita. 





ii “3 $ Caso presidente saliente dei Sfinodo, quiero dejar constascia 
en el presente inforze de mi agradecimiento a los pastores tanto nacionales co~ 
mo extranjeros, asi coio a cada uno de los demfis o:-reros en la Islesia que han 
venido laborando ea el exiendisiento del Reine ce Dios. 

A la vez quiero agradecer a ila Junta je Misiones Forfneas de la Iglesia iitera- 
na del Norte, por ¢l Subsidio que ha ‘ec o posible el desenvolwiniento ie la 

4 20814 bate Si GColLGS LES &.06 GUHO ca c4 parades 

Agradezco en manera particilar la aqonaciin que se nos ha hecio para la conee~ 
cueiSa dé un yeep :estinado al trabajo pastoral de lee Llanos de vasanare, ¢1 
que vendré a veneficiar grandesente la obra de aquella Consreacifna. 


Al pheeahtee a la Asanblea este informe y someterlo a su consideraviin, 
quiero terainar con un rotundo amx ' NO “ en cuanto a la posible eleccién 
de mi nombre para ocupar alguno de los puestes de responeabilidad en la Mesa 
Direotiva del Sinodo, puea no quiero ser obst&culo para aquellos que quiz& 
consideran mi presencia en el Consejo Sinddice como un estorbo en la adquisi- 
ci$n de sus justos reclaszos. 

Creo que el Sinodo tiene anora qiienes pueden conducir en una forma mafs e- 
fectiva a la iglesia, por la senda que esta Asamblea se proponga trazarie. 
Pero sien algo me he opuesto al logro de justos reclamos, es porque me he 
dado cuenta que la iglesia no es un Intitucién comercial en la cual sows en- 
Pleados; sino que ¢6 una Inetituci4n Divine de la cual so.os miembros y que 
por lo misso tenemtos ceberes que cum»lir para con ella, y e6 a esto a lo se- 
nos que se esté respondiendo, ya sea .or los pastores, maestros , 0 sienbros 
laicos. 

Es por eso que espero cue esta Asamblea pueda coner al frente de la sireccién 
del SSucdo, aquellos que por su amor a la Islesia y deseo ie servirla, puedan 
eacarla de la encaucijada en que se encuentra y orientarla por la sendn de la 
responsabilidad cristiana, para que todos nos veanos benenfigiadeos » r ela y 
dispuestoe sieupre a serviriae 


Con Nehemias e1 deportado de Israel al regreso ce Yepusalén , ciganos: 
“tLevantémonos y ediriqueszosi" Nehe 223. 
Si querenos ver una ilesia scrande, hay que levan‘arnos a edificerla y no a 
esperar a que otros la eiifiquea y la sosten sa. 
Ya sé que alganos dirfn que e io como teorfa es una eran cosa pero dificil de 
realizario. Fero esta es responsabilidad de todos y cada uno de les efrarci-~ 


dos, jue llaaados pour ei Evangelio han liexado a formar el Cuerpo Nistico de 
Cristo , su Iviesia. i 
va 
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Por ero " levantémonos y edifiquésosla!" pero con responsabilidad criatia- 
nea de parte de cada uno de sus mienbrose 





ideate-salipate. 








A.C. Morck 
1329 Keston St. 
St. Peul 8, Minn. For THE SREPHERD 
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THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF COLOMBIA 


By Arnfeld C. Morek 


Write of the seven churches. [¥o, tte is not a misquotation. The Apostle John 
was commanded to write to the seven churches of Asia Minor. The Editor "commanded" 
me to write of the seven churches in Colombia, South America, seven congregations 
which make up one of the youngest Lutheran bodies in the world. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod was formally organized by delegates 
of six congregations in July, 1958. Two years later ei seventh congregation was 
received into the Synod. More Lutheran groups are in the process of becoming “congre- 
gations", (The five foreign-lenguage congregations of LWF affiliation are not members 

@ of Synod.) For membership in the Synod a congregation must have existed as ‘a coherent 
Christian group with a minimum of ten confirmed members over 18 years of age, meeting 
regularly for services, able to carry on even in the absence of a pastor, and presenting 
a functionally sound constitution in keeping with Lutheran principles. 

Like the churches of the Apocalypse, all of the seven congregations have in some 
way been tried in tribulation - occasioned by the political upheaval which for 135 years 
has bled Colombia both literally and figuratively. 

“Emmanuel" congregation lost its chapel, school and parsonage in 1950 when the 
town of La Aguada on the eastern slopes of the Andes was left in ruins after repeated 
attacks by blood-thirsty military police units and counter-attacks by guerrilla 
pranneuen defending the area against the raveges of a dictatorial government. 

‘Three brothers, members of the congregation, were tortured and killed by the 
police, two of them for alleged guerrilla activity. The third, definitely not involved, 

@ was probably hunted dow simply becausé the family was marked. One of the police, who 
tried to save him, told later how when facing death he asked for time to pray. Kneeling 
on the ground, he prayed aloud the Lord's Prayer, followed by free intercession for his 


"} 
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tormentors. Then, rising to his feet and baring his chest, he died at the thrust of 
bayonets. The widowed mother of the three told Missionary Gerhard Ostrem later that 
her greatest. comfort was the assurance that her boys were now with the Lord whom they 
had learned to know at home and in church. 

Now scattered through the sistas of Casanare, the whole congregation seldom gets 
together except for special meetings at Christmas end Easter. For some members this means 
a brisk walk two days long. During ths remainder of the year, especially in thecdry 
season when tropical rivers can be forded with less pated, Pastor Gerardo Wilches 
rides his spirited mule to visit the eoattaree groups of families. The congregation is 
trying to raise money to buy him a jeep and has asked the Synod to intervene with 
Lutherans in North America for a larger share of the cost. 

"El Buen Pastor" of Parpa, in one of the most bleak and rugged parts of the chilly 
cordillera, recently saciceted its new stone church to replace the adobe chapel destroyed 
in 1950, together with the parsonage, by anti-protestant fanatics. Some of itevmehbers 

live four hours by mule trail from the church. Pastor Octavio Lopez of Tunja, the 
j 
provincial capital, gives part of his time to serve this congregation and neighboring 
rural groups. 

His own “Principe de Paz", still small and struggling in the frigid colonial 
atmosphere of conservative Tunja, needs his full-time attention. But Lépez and members 
of the congregation also make occasional visits to a neighboring town. Many who have 
been won for Christ in Tunja have left the city to make a livelihood elsewhere. Windows 
and doors of the chanel still bear scars from stones and bullets of anti-protestant 
demonstrations. 

"Bl Consolador" at Sogamoso, the "City of the Sun", only four miles from the 
Belencito Steel Mill, faces a challenging future in a developing industrial area. of 
the cea pitasnea schools operated under Synod suspices, the boarding school in 
Sogamoso is the largest and best equipped. This congregation happens. to be the only 


one served full time by a foreign pastor, our senior missionary, Olger Quanrud. 
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Five dusty hours by jeep farther northeast, Pastor Oliverio Mora serves scattered 
groups in and around the town of El Cocuy, at 9,000 feet higher than the sea. Jovial 


Pastor Mora, encouraged by the good response to the Gospel, leads members of “El 


Salvador" in the evangelization of many points in the extensive area where he, as a 


sort of one-man medical corps = sometimes captive, sometimes free - served both friend 
and foe during the days of guerrilla fighting. Four elementary schools operate under 
the direction of the congregation whose most urgent need is a large church in town. © 

Cupped in an exceptionally beautiful Andean watiays en hour by the rattling market 
bus from El Cocuy over a road that looks (and seems) like a mere scratch on the mountain 
side, lies the quaint little town of Chiscas. Here Juan Montoya, just graduated from 
Augsburg Seminary in Mexico City, serves the Synod's newest congregation. Its history, 
however, goes back more than 20 years when a young man in a neighboring valley bought a 
Bible and shared its dynamic Goscess with his family and neighbors. The result was 
a considerable group of Christians who built themselves a rural chapel which, by the 
way, had electric light generated by the millstream of a generous member. Threatened 
when the chapel and several homes were destroyed, most of these Christians left the 
valley of Santa Ana and settled elsewhere, some of them in Chiscas. 

Readers of "The Shepherd" will be interested in noting that the late Pastor 
Gerhard Ostrem was among the first missionaries to work in four of the areas mentioned 
in this article. 

On Easter Sunday, 1949, the writer conducted the first Lutheran Spanish-language 
service in Bogoté for a small group of refugees from the above-mentioned areas. Now 
our largest congregation, “El Redentor" worships in an attractive brick church on one of 
the capital's main thoroughfares. Pausanias Wilches is the pastor. The organist is 
medical student Jorge Corzo, one of the sugaval young people whom Joyce Bergh taught 
and inspired to express themselves through the <eys of portable Estey organs and the 


piano. Jorge, however, plays an electric Wurlitzer at "El Redentor*®, 
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Attendance at that first Easter service would have been very small indeed had thé 
students of the "Instituto Bfblico-Cultural® not been present. This school, which 
trsins teachers, evangelists and catechists, had also moved away from constant 
harrassment and stonings in Duitama to a calmer existence in the capital. Among its 
alumni are pastors, pastors' wives, teachers, active lay members in many jobs, and 
aspirants to the Christian ministry. Students at IBC help the pastor and parish worker 
with the congregation's evangelistic outreach in the city and often go as "teams" to 
out-of-town churches and preaching places. 

The Synod's pastors have received their theological training in Argentina, 

Mexico and the United States. Its educational director earned his master's degree 
at the University of Minnesota. 

A theological seminary, in cooperation with other Lutheran bodies in the Caribbean 
area, possibly located at Bogota, is a major item on the Synod's immediate agenda. A 
new Spanish hymnal and a cooperative literature program constitute another interesting 
story. 

Colombia, about the size of Onterio, with a population estimated at 14 million, 
is a constitutional republic whose democratic structure suffered serious injury during 
the recent dictatorship. The country now having embarked on a program of national 
reconstruction, its minority religious groups are enjoying considerably more freedom. 

Seven churches of your faith in this sister Synod, all formally organized since 
1954, are not many. With greater obedience to Christ's command, with your prayers 
and the work of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of more Colombiens, er shall soon be 


not only seven but seventy seven. 


The End 
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NOTICIAS... 


Radio "Voz del Evangeliio". S31 24 de febrero a 1.963 se inauguré en Addis 
Ababa ’Btiopia) la nueva radiodifusora de la Welceae len Luterana Mundial 
que con sus 10C kilowatios de potencia sera una de las emisoras de mayor 
alcance en el mundo. #1 BEmperador de Btiopia, Haile Selassi I, tomé parte 
en la inauguracién jwito con otros digratarios de su gobierno y de la 
Federacién Luterana Mundial. 


El Nuevo Himnario con el titulo '"Culte Cristiano" se espera que saldra "a 
fines de 1.963". Ser& el primer himnario luterano en castellano, con mtsica. 
Traera mas de 400 himnos y abundante material de adoracién. Su primera 
edicién sera de 30.000 ejemplares. Al mismo tiempo saldra a luz un manual 
de cultos para los pastores, intitulado "Ritual inistianol: 


Nuevo Secretario de las Sociedades Biblicas en Colombia. Ei Lic. Gustavo D. 
Rodriguez ha sido nombrado Secretario Sjecutivo de las Sociedades Biblicas 
en rye daa Nara gue ocupa desde el primero de febrero, en reemplazo del 


Secretario Bjecutivo Interino, Sy. Tomas Johnson, #1 Sr. Rodriguez, que 
e 


ha sido prof sor en ¢l Instituto Biblico-Cultural, seguird sirviendo ad 
honorum a 14 Tolesie Evangélica Luterana ~ Sinoio de Colombia, en su actual 
calidad de secretario y Director de Educacién. Descamos, para el Sr. Rodrigues 
las copiosas bendiciores del SeXor al ponerse-al frente de la obra de las 
Sociedades Eiblicas en Colombia. Y¥ ai Sr. Johnson deseamos éxito en sus 


estudios. 
Cambio de "Guardia" en Tunja. A principios del presente afio salié el Rao. 
or. n su familia, rumvo a Rue sva York para servir en uma 
congregacién ees ae Pe ciudad. Bl 3r. Luis Hernando Lara Ramirez 
fue -nombrado por el Consejo Sinéddico para llenar la vacarnte que resultdé en 
la congregacién "Principe de Paz", en Tunja. Les descamos respectivamente 
un Ministerio sructifero. 





Gos Cw 


Refuerzos del Mxterior. La Srta. Joyce Bergh, apreciada colaboradora en la 
obra er, Colombiz durante los afios de 1.946 a 1.960, regresé a Colombia el 15 
de febrero del presente afio para colaborar en el Colegio Celco de Sogamoso, 
Seccién Secundaria Femenina. ikuy bienvenida, Srta. Joyce! iQué el Sehor 
le eae al continuar sus abnegadas labores en nucstro medio! 





3 
far 


or la Junta de Misiones Mundiaics de la Iglesia Luterana 
vir en Colombia: los sefiores Marlayne Jacobsor y Walter 

Ludwigsen, y la Srta. Arlene Voelz. La Srta. drlene es bien concocida y muy 
apreciada pom su entusiasta actividad en la iglesia durante los dos anos que 
permanecié en Bogoté 


« 
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Nuevos Hogares Cristianos. Contrajeron matrimonio en la Iglesia de El Redentor 
de Bogotaé, el 12 de diciembre de 1.942, la Srta. Amira Jiménez y ol senor 
Armenio Pineros. Bl 30 de marzo de 1.963, ante el mismo aitar, se casaron 
la Srta. Miriam Blanco y el Sr. Ramén Ruiz. Tnvocamos las bendiciones del 
Padre Celestial scbre estos hogares para que sean centros donde irradie la 

luz y el amor de Cristo, 


mar Zo det presente afio fue llamado por el Sefior 

migo y hermano en Criste, sefior José Antonio fyala. 

ido el 25 de diciembre de 1.885. Durante su vida 

S mAs fisles colaboradores de la obra en Parpa, 
(Sisue) 


Defunciones. Hl 25 de 
nuestro muy ap a 
como creyente 


re 
Bl Sr. Avala hab 
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vereda de Socota 
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NOTICIAS (Vienen) oie 


A la edad de 90 aos murié en Bogota el sefior Crisanto Eslava, abuelo del. 
sefor Alirio Sslava, actual director del coro de la iglesia de "1 Redentor, 
y Tesoreroe del Si nodo. ected 


Para las familiares enlutades, por la desaparicién-de sus seres queridos, 
deseamos la consolacién de Dios. 


Décima Asamblea de la CEDEC. La Confederaciédn Evangélica de Colombia. celebré 
su décima asamblea general durante los ifas 5 al 6 de marzo de 1.943 en el 
lindo campamento presbiteriano de Sasaima. 1 Rdo. Sr. Antonio “clty de Leén, 
presidente saliente de la CEDEC, fue elegiito Secretario Hjecutivo, y el Rdo. 
Sr. José Fajardo elegido como vresidente. La reunién se caracteriz6é por un 
espiritu mas progresiste en los asumtos de evangelismo, responsabilidad 
social, educacién, alfabetizacién y visién ecuménica. 


Congreso de Pastores. Durante los dias de abril 22 a mayo 3 se celebrara 
en Medellin el Segundo Congreso de Visién Mundial y de la Asociacidén Nacional 
‘de Pastores. ip 





"Oh, qué amigo nos es Cristo" es un himno amado por toda la familia cristiana. 
La Biblia nos ensefia que no ha habido ser m&s ricamente dotado del don dela 
amistad que el. Sefor Jesucristo. Busquemos ahora mismo unas citas que ayuda- 


Fe 
raén a profundizar nusstro concepto de nuestro Amigo Supremo. 


Mateo 11219 lo llama un "Amigo de ¥. ° 

Juan 15313 nos indica que la Supreme expresién de su amor ocurrié cuando 
puso su por sus ° 

Mateo 24:5 donde Jestis dices : » 6a qué vienes? indica que 
el pecado mas negro del corazén humano no puede anular ni alejar 
el-amor icl Salvadcr. ‘ 

En cada una de las siguientes sitas hallamos palabras oc ideas que nos 
ayudan @ completar el siguiente acréstico. Por medio ie 61 


veremos otros aspectos de la personalidad y obra de Jests, 
nuestro Anigo Fiel. : 


de la vide (Heches 3:15), de la 
amen Grr 539) y de la (Hebreos 12:2). 
M i. entre Dios y los hombres (I Timotco 2:5). 
ae del Dios invisitle (Colosenses 1:15). 
(Mateo 2:4). 
Ore tore, ted (Mateo 28:18). 








Meditemos en la verdad que en estos momencos hemos estudiado y pidamos 
que el Senor de eterna misericordia llene nuestros corazones con-su amor y 
con un nuevo aprecic y gratitud por la suprema amistad expresada en el don 
“de su Hijo. 

-~-Belva *. Nerlien 








ARNO II _ = JUNIO DE 1943 No. 5 


Publicacion de la Iglesia Svangélica Luterana — Sinodo de Colombia 


N'Y estando juntos, les mand6é que no 
se fueran de Jerusalén, sino que 
esperasen la promesa del Padre, la 
cual, les dijo,oisteis de mi. Porque 
Juan ciertamente bautizé con agua, 
mas vosotros seréis bautizados con el 
Espiritu Santo dentro de no muchos 
dias. Imtonces los que se habian 
reunido le preguntaron, diciendo: 
Sefior, érestaurarés el reino a Israel 
en este tiempo? Y les dijo: No os. 
toca a vosotros saber los tiempos 0 
las sazones, que el Padre puso en su 
sola potestad; pero recibiréis poder, 
cuando haya venido sobre vosotros el 
Espiritu Santo, y me seréis testigos 
en Jerusalén, en toda Judea, en Sa- 
maria, y hasta lo tltimo de la tierra." 


~-Hechos 1:4-8 








é QUIEN DIRIGE? 


Cudntos de nuestros fcligreses asisten 

a los cultos de oracién y estudio bibli- 
co? Cudéntos se preocupan por leer y 
meditar en la Palabra de Dios y por orar 
a solas y en reunién con los de su casa? 
Cudntos asistimos al oficio mayor de la 
Iglesia més que todo por cumplir con wm 
deber? Y cudntos porgue sentimos el 
deseo de adorar w Dios en la comunién 

de los santos? Si contestamos estas 
preguntas personalmente, sin duda nos 
daremos cuenta de una terrible frialiad 
que no tiene por qué existir en nosotros. 


El Sefor, que se preocupa m&s por esta 
condicién que nosotros mismos, desca hacer 
algo nuevo entre nosotros: quiere avivar 
el fuego del don de Dios en nosotros; 
quiere crear en cada hijo suyo verdadero 
amor para con Dios y el préjimo y un 
ferviente celo porque el mensaje evangé- 
lico se esparza por todas partes} quiere 
quitar las escamas de nuestros ojos para 


que veamos la gloria ie Dios. Mtonces 
habraé nuevo apetito por el Pan Rspiritual, 


habraé gozo en la oracién y libertad para 
testificar de Jesis y de su salvacién. 


Acaso hemos venido contristando y apagan- 
do el Espiritu de Dios por querer mancjar 
los asuntos del Reino de Dios sestn 
nuestro propio parecer y sin la direccién 
de su Espfritu? 


Un pastor asistia a wma reunién de oracién 
en una iglesia vecina. Todo se llevé a 
cabo con un orden perfecto y todo fue de 
gran provecho para su alma.  2uedé admi- 
radio porque en ninguna varte se vid el 
dirigente. Después se did cuenta ie que 
la belleza, el valor y el orden de aqucl 
servicio se debfia a que el Espfritu Santo 
habia sido su dirigente. 


Cémo seria tal rownién de oracién? Fo es 
cicrto que despierta en nosotros curiosi- 
dad e interés? Leamos I Cor,.14:24~-31, 
Luego escudrifiemos I Cor. 1234-11. Cosas 
grandes nos esperan cuando, rcbosantcs del 
Espiritu y bajo su direcciér, ejerzamos 
los dones que El nos da. Con nuevas can- 
ciones alabaremos al Sefor y con nuevas 
obras haremos su voluntad, 


Belva Nerlien 


NOPTICTAS 


Conercso de Pestores 

bn los hermosos prelios del Seminario In- 
teramericano de le ciudad de Medellin, sc 
llevé a cabo durante los dias 22 de abril 
al 2 de mayo cl Conzreso adc Pastores que 
"Visién oS yatrociné, cor el fin Je 
reunir, en est oo acontecimiento, pas- 
tores de las r licas hcrmanass: Colombia, 
Venezuela y Deu Se hicieron presentes 
450 delegedos qu pr resentaban 1 24 denomina~ 
ciones, Ruestra isle 

da por les pastorcs Haroli Olson, Juan 
Montoya, Pausanias “ilches, y el Sr. Her- 
nanio Lars, actualmente encargado de la 
iglesia en Turnja. También estuvo presente 
el Rio, Gerhard Gasde de la-¥ederacién Lu- 
terana mundial 7 pastor en Cali. 


Destacados lideres de la iglesia evangéli- 
ca en el mundo, formaron el conjunto de 
"Vision Mundial", quienes discrtaron sobre 
temas de interés para todos los asistentes. 
Fueron ellos, el Dr. Roberto Pierce, Pre- 
sidente de "Visién Hundial", el Dr. Pablo 
5. Rees, teédlogo y pastor de 1a iglesia 

de "Sl Pacto" en Minne4polis, Minn.5 el 

Dr. Kyumg Chik Han, pastor de la iglesia 
presbiteriana mis grande del mundo en Seul, 
Corea3 y el Dr. Fernando Vangioni, desta~ 
cado predicesdor y evangelista de la rept- 
blica Argentina, quien se destacé por sus 
importantes conferencias scbre el ministe- 
rio cristiano. Algunos de sus interesantes 
temas fueron; "El Pastor, Reflejo de la 
Persona de Cristo", "El Deber de los Pas- 
tores hacia la Grey", "Sn qué manera debe 
el pastor conocer el estado de sus ovejas", 
"El precio de ser pastor" "D& lugar a 
este", etc. 


Terminaron la conferencia la tltima semana 
el Rdo. Bugenio Lee quien diserté sobre la 
"Comunicacién del Evangelio"; e1 Rdo. 
Eduardo Murphy sobre "Bl Evangelismo, la 
liisién Principal de la Iglesia; el Prof. 
Justo GonzAlez, de Cuba, sobre la alfabe- 
tizacién; y el Dr. David duPlessis sobre 
el Sspiritu Santo y sus dones. 


Cabe destacar que en general el Congreso: 
fue de gran bendicién y estimulo para los 
asistentes. ; 

-~-Pausanias Wilohes 
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NOTICIAS 
Matrimonio en La Dorada 


El 6 de abril a las 4230 p.m., en la 
Iglesia Luterana "La Santisima Trinidad" 
de La Dorada (Caldas), contrajeron matri- 
-monio la Srta. Carlely Silva, de Casanare, 
y el Sr. Alberto Herrera, de Puerto Salgar. 
Fueron padrinos de los contrayentes, por 
parte de la novia, la Srta. Silveria Diaz 
-y el Sr. Juan Ayala} por parte del novio, 
el Sr. Joaquin Arias-y senor® Como damas 
de. honor, las sefloritas Esneda Caicedo, 
‘Flor Cafién y Erlina Herrera. Deseamos las 
bendiciones y la direccién del Senor sobre 
el nuevo hogar. 


Inauguracién de Colegio en Trinidad 

El nuevo edificio para el Colegio Celco 
de Trinidad (Casanare) fué inaugurado 
el 24 de mayo con la asistencia del Rdo. 
Harold L. Olson, vicepresidente del Sinodo, 
guien oficié junto con el Rdo. Gerardo 
Wilches C., pastor de la congregacién 
"Emanuel" de Casanare. El nuevo:centro 
de actividad c:: Priniéad fue iniciado por 
el Pastor Wilches a principios del afio 
19452 y promete, Dios mediante, resulter 
en una nueva conrregacién. 


Obispo Luterano de Suecia visita a 
colonbia 

El Rvdmo. Sr. Obispo Sven Danell, de 
Skara (Suecia), en su gira por América 
natina estuvo de visita en 3ogota los 
dias 11~14 de mayo. Fue recibido en la 
Curia Metropolitana por el Emmo. y Rvdmo. 
Sr. Cardenal Luis Concha, frzobispo de 
Sogoté y Primado de Colombia. Predicé 

en la Iglesia de 1 Redentor en cultcos 

de tres distintos idiomas: Alsman, 
Castellano y Suecc. Tomd parte activa en 
una reunién informal celebrada entre li- 
deres Catélico-romanos y Protestantes, en 
ia casa del presidente del Sinodo. Asis- 
tieron elementos importantes de ambas 
partes, entre otros el Padre Alfredo 
Morin, Rector del Seminario Mayor y el 
Dr. Orlando Fals Borda, Decano de la 
Facultad de Sociologia de la Universidad 
Nacional, Este franco y fraternal 
intercambio de ideas entre las dos con- 
fesiones tuvo tan buena acogida que se ha 
invitado a una segunda reunién de esta 
indole en el Seminario Mayor de Bozota. 
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Asamblea Anual de la J.C.F. 


Con el propésito de tener mas tiempo para 
sus reuniones.y asuntos a tratar, la 
Juventud del Castillo Fuerte ha decidido 
tener su asamblea los dias 23-246 de junio. 
Esperamos la asistencia del mayor ntmero 
de jévenes, pues se iesarrollaran temas 
de mucha actualidad, por conferenciantes 
especiales. 


Asamblea Anual de la Iglesia SBvanzélica 


Luterana - Sinodo de Colombia. 


El miércoles 26 de junio, por la noche, 
sera el culto de apertura de la XI Asam- 
blea de nuestra Iglesia. Dicha Asamblea 
se prolongard hasta el dia 30. Para tal 
fin habré conferenciantes especiales 

tales como los Reverendos Sefnores’ Raimundo 
Rosales, de Cuenca (Ecuador) y Gerhard. 
Gasde, de la Iglesia de San Martin (Cali). 
Habrd, ademas, participacién de las Socie- 
dades Biblicas. : 


Esperamos su asistencia y deseamos que 
las bendiciones de Dios colmen dichas 
reuniones. . 


IV Asamblea de la Federacién 
Luterana Mundial 


Durante los dias del 30 de julio al ll 

de agosto se celebrarad en Helsinki, 
Finlandia, la IV Asamblea de la Federacién 
Luterana Mundial. Esta Federacién une en 
vinculo fraternal a unos 75 millones de 
luteranos en el mundo y abarca como” 
miembros a 62 cuerpos luteranos con una 
feligresfa de 52 millones en 37 paises. 


Aunque el Sinodo de Colombia no se ha 


hecho miembro de la Federacién estarad 


representado fraternalmente en la Asam- 
blea de Helsinki por el Rdo. Guido Torn- 
quist y la Sra. Fanny de Rodriguez. 

Como invitada especial del Comité Coor- 
dinador de Damas Luteranas en Norte~ 
américa, la Sra. Fanny asistiré también 
a@ una reunién internacional de damas que 
se llevard a cabo en alemania. 


00000 


MY JEWISH NEIGHBOR AND I | 76 c 


According to "Lutheran World", October, 1963, there are 707,900 Jews in 
Latin America. There are about as many Lutherans. If the Lutherans can claim 
a few thousand more on their lists, the Jews probably could also. At least, 
the figures for Colombia on the Jewish population are obviously low, since those 
given for Bogota, Cali, Barranquilla and Medellin total more than the figure 
(9,000) given for the whole country. We know there are a number of Jews in 
Cartagena and other commercial centers. 

The largest Jewish communities are in Argentina (450,000), Brazil (140,000), 
Uruguay (50,000), Chile (30,000), and Mexico (28,000). Then follow Veneguela 
and Colombia with 10,000 and 9,000 respectively, and the other Latin American 
countries with smaller numbers. 

Of greater interest than the comparison of statistics is the fact that there 


are relatively large Jewish communities in all of the larger cities where we have 


-Lutheren congregations in a position to reach them with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


The question arises: What rapport is there between Jews and Lutherans? What 
effort on the part of these Lutheran congregations to share their faith in Jesus, 
the Messiah, with their Jewish neighbors? In Colombia, so far as we know, there 
are no members of immediate Jewish origen in the six LWF-related congregations 
nor in the nine belonging to the ELC-Colombia Synod. The Union Church of Bogota 
lists three Jewish members. It would be interesting to know the situation in 
other Latin American countries, even if the facts are predictable: In most con- 
gregations, none; in a few, a very small number. 

The Légumkloster meeting on the Church and the Jewish People,( April 26-May 2, 
1964, (whose reports have gone to the church papers and news services) emphatically 
discouraged segregated "Jewish Missions" and encouraged that the outreach be 
accomplished through the existing Christian congregations whose doors should be 
open to receive Jewish members. The group report on Mission and Dialogue states 
in parts 

"B. The witness to the Jewish people is inherent in the content of the 
Gospel, and from the commission received from Christ, the Head of 
the Church. 

1. The mission will most effectively reflect the glory of Christ in 
His Gospel when it is pursued in the normal activity of the 
Christian congregation, which reflects itself in the Christian 
witness of the individual members. 


Bate ok 
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) "2, Where Jewish communities in the world cannot normally be reached 
by Christian congregations, mission organizations must provide 
for the proclamation of the Gospel to these people. 
C. It is a Christian responsibility to seek respectfully to understand 
both the Jewish people and their faith. 
Therefore responsible conversations between Christians and Jews are 
to be desired and welcomed. Such conversations presuppose the existence 
of common ground on which Christians and Jews may meet, as well as 
points of difference. 


The conversations may be carried on through organized institutes, or 


by individuals and groups. 


The conversations do not assume an equating of the religions, nor do 
they require that Christians abstain from making their witness as a 
natural outgrowth of the discussions. Similarly Christians will listen 


gladly as Jews explain their insights of faith. 


Are we to wait for a special dispensation or epoc in God*s economy and 
e eschatology when the Jews will, as a nation, turn to Jesus of Nazareth as their 
Messiah? Or, is God waiting for the church to take the initiative in bringing 
about the hope and prophecy of St. Paul, who says: "and so all Israel will be 
saved"? (Rom. 11:25,26). 

Is it now God's time for Lutherans (and all Christians) to undergo serious 
self~examination regarding, or responsibility toward, the Jewish people, aided by 
the example and admonition of St. Paul (Romans, chapters 9, 10 and 11) who lived 
in the tension of being in every fibre a Jew and to the depth of his soul a 
Christian? 

Two things, or one of the two, may be impeding us. from reaching the Jews: 
Outright antisemitism, or the sense of "hopelessness" in reaching the Jews with 
the Gospel whose very Center is the Jesus they have rejected. Or, wait... can 
we say that the present-day Jew has rejected the Christ whom we have failed to 
share with him? What the average Jew knows about the Christian witness is that 
we hold him responsible for killing Jesus. 

In regard to these two problems, Karl Barth and K.E, Skydsgaard say, respectively 

"By being hostile to Jewish blood, the world simply proves that it is the worlds 
eS blind and deaf and stupid to the ways of God, as they are visible before it in 
- the existence of this people. And if the Church tries to cooperate in this 
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& hostility to Jewish blood, it simply proves that it, too, has become blind 
and deaf and stupid" (Lutheran World, Oct., 1963, p. 348). 


"This hope that the Jewish people will be grafted on to the tree to which it, 

as the people of Israel, belongs, lives on but faintly and opaquely in the 
church, if it hasn't been altogether abandoned as a pecujiar phantasy of Paul's. 
On the Jewish side it is considered to be part and parcel of a Christian 

hybris to which one has become accustomed. The mind is frightened by the 

words one speaks. This future unity of Israel and the church will not mean 

the victory of Judaism over Christianity, nor the victory of the church over 
Israel, but the victory of God over his people in its division. We do not 
rightly know what our words mean when we speak about these things, but is 


it right for this reason not to speak at all?" (ibid p. 351) 


A small beginning has been made in preparing special materials in Spanish 
to be used in our witness to the Jewish people. The following, printed and 
distributed by Publicaciones El Escudo, Apdo. Aéreo 111-33, Bogoté 2, Colombia, 


can be had at a price that more or less covers the cost of distribution only: 


& "Mi Predicacién de Cuaresma...Si un Judio me Oyera". . . $.50 U.S. per hundred 
"Lo que una Congregaci6n Hizo por Rebeca"..... .. .20U.S. "% 
"C6mo. Descubri 6.JesGa” <2 64.4) sso 6 <6 ae we 6 «40 US. % 38 


“Busqué al Mesias Verdadero” .. 2... e+e see ewe 150.5 " " 


The first two are for promotion of the Christian witness to the Jewish 
people; the last two are testimonies by Jews who have embraced the Christian 
faith. 

Please take note of the fact that the circular mailed to Lutheran pastors in 
Latin America advertising these materials, failed to state that the price 
indicated is per hundred, not per unit! 


Arnfeld C. Morck 
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VUESTRA ‘TRISTEZA SE CONVERTIRA EN 


“GOZO 2. Juan 16:16-24 - 


aes! lectores: 


éQueréis vosotros: 1) COLZ03 2) GOZO, 
QUE NADIE OS QUITARAS 3) G0z0 COM 
PLETO? 





El Médico Divino expide la receta 
Gnica que produce tal bendicién: 
"Me veréis$ os volveré a ver", 


La Magdalena llora al lado del sepul- 
cro vacio y ni los Angeles le con-: 
suelan, Al ofr: "Marfa", la soledad 
se cambia en felicidad... Los disci- 
pulos temerosos, tras las puertas 
cerradas, "se regocijaron viendo al 
Sefior", El camino sin esperanza 

se cambia en comunidén agradable al 
sentir los dos discipulos de Emats 

su corazén ardiendo mientras El 

abria las escrituras. Si, la pre- 
sencia del Resucitado convierte 
vuestra tristeza en GOZO, 


Nos sorprende leer en Lucas 24:52 
que cuando el Salvador se despidié 
de sus discipulos, “ellos volvieron 
a Jerusalén con gran gozo", Por lo 
general, las despedidas son muy 
tristes. Pero H] habia declarado: 


"Toda potestad me es dada..." y 


asada en ella ies di6é un programa 
progresivo: "Id -— haced" --~ y» "He 
aqui yo estoy ccn vesotres haste el 
fin...". Afladiéd la promesa poderose, 
"todo lo que pidiéreis on mi nombre, 
os lo haré", incluyendcs "mas re- 
cibiréis la virtud dei Fspiritu Sant., 
y me seréis testigos", Clertamente 
la promesa del Ascendido Seer tom 
bién convertiré la tirsteza vuestra 
en el] GOZO, QUE NADIE OS QUITARA. 


Vino el Pentecostés y lo prometido 
fue entregadc. Mientras ovaban ics 
ciento veinte, fueron lienos del 
Espiritu. Hablaron en diversas len- 
guas que fueron entendidas por los 
procedentes de diversos paises, Al- 
gunos de éstos dijercn gue aguéilos 
estaban borrachos. Pero Pedro enfe- 
tizaba que la vrofecia de Joel se es- 
taba cumpliendo. Y ellos, con los 


oe a 


tres mil nuevos creyentes (Hechos 2), 
“comian juntos, tenian todo en comutn, 
con alegria y sencillez de corazén". 


Tan completo era su gozo que ni el 
concilio ni la c&arcel pudieron dis- 


minuirlo. Ellos volvieron a la con- 
eregacién "gozosos de haber sido te-~ 
nidos por cignos de padecer", Sin 


duda la plenitud del Dios Trino con- 
vertiraé vuestra tristeza en COMPLETO 
u0ZO. Asi sea, Amén. 


_=-Harold L. Olson 


NOTICIAS. .. 


Llamada otra Familia Misionera para 
Servir con la LTEL-5o 





El Rdo. Sr. Wilmer C. Westman ha acep- 
tado el llamamiento que le extendiéd 

la Jumta de Misiones Mundiales dé la 
ALG para trabajar en Colombia. #1 Sr. 
Westman, junto con su sefhora esposa, 
Ruby 3. de Westman, y sus dos hijos, 
Patricie y Marcos, viajardn pronto a 


San José, Costa Rica, donde se dedica- 
ran al tudio del Castellano por un 


5 
es 
eo antes de unirse a la obra de nuesr. 
esia en Colombia. 


astores Mario Jacobson (con su 
ia) y Walter Ludwigsen, que estén 
4 estudiando en el Centro de 
orientacién en Costa Rica, 
legar a Colombia en agosto y 
septiembre respectivamente,. 
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Visjé_e Europa 

Fi pasado 22 de abril salié para Dina- 
marca nuestro apreciado amigo, y direc- 
tor de este Boletin, el Rdo. Arnfeld 

C. Morck, con el propdésito de asistir 

a una conferencia relacionada con nues- 
tra resvonsabilidad como cristianos 
frente a los judios en el mundo. 


Sl Pastor Quenrud Se Retira 


Después de un ministerio de 24 afios 
y medio en Colombia, el Rdo. Sr. 


(Sigue en la p. 9) 





NOTICIAS... (Vienen de la pdg. 8) 


Olger Quanrud se retira de la obra 
de nuestro Sinodo a la edad de 47 
afios. El Pastor Quanrud llegé a 
Colombia por primera vez en octubre 
de 1937 acompafiado de los esposos 
Gerardo Ostrem y Andrés Larson. 


Volviéd a los EE UU en 1940 donde se 
cas6 con Febe Engstrom en septiembre 
de 1941, junto con quien regresé a 
Colombia para iniciar la obra en 
Duitama a fines del mismo aio. De 

su matrimonio nacié un hijo, Natanael, 
en 1944, quien se graduara con espe 
cializacién en misica e idiomas de 
Waldorf College en Iowa el 31 de mayo 
del presente afio. 


El Pastor Quanrud quedé6 viudo en 
marzo de 1956 cuando su sefiora esposa, 
dofia Febe, fue llevada a la presencia 
del Sefior. El Gltimo de los men- 


Cionados veteranos de la obra luterana 


en Colombia que se retira, y el pri- 
mero que se jubila, dejara un gran 
vacio en nuestro medio. 


.Habi2zndo ejercido pastorados en 
Duitama, El Cocuy, Bogota, Medellin, 
La Dorada y Sogamoso, celebrara el 
culto de despedida en esta tltima 
congregacién el 17 de mayo, el Dia de 
Pentecostés. Luego empacard los 
escasos bienes que posee’en este 
mundo, y viajar&é a su patria, donde 
dedicaré un afio a la promocién de 


... las misiones fordneas de la Iglesia 


Luterana antes de aceptar su merecida 
jubilacién, 

-Los amigos y hermanos en la fe, que 
hemos conocido al Pastor Quanrud y 
colaborado con 61 en el evangelio, 
le agradecemos sus abnegadas labores 
y su sincero compaferismo en Cristo, 
y les deseamos para 61 y su hijo, 
Natanael, las copiosas bendiciones 
del Sefior sobre la continuacidén de 
sus actividades en norteamérica, 


Gracias, hermano, por haber sembrado 
con fidelidad y constancia la pre- 
Ciosa semilla de la Palabra por los 
campos de Colombia, por habernos 
refrescado con su espiritu sereno y 


por habernos inspirado a cumplir nues- 


tro cometido cristiano, expresado con 


las palabras de San Pablo en Hechos 20:24: 


"Pero de ninguna cosa hago caso, ni 
estimo preciosa mi vida para mi mismo, 
con tal que acabe mi carrera con. goz0o, 

y el ministerio que recibi del Senor 
Jesis, para dar testimonio del Evangelio 
de la gracia de Dios". 


Luterano como Secretario Ejecutivo del 
MEC en Colombia. 


En el nimero anterior de este Boletin, 
informabamos de la visita del Sr. Julio 
Antonio Loza a Colombia, en donde habria 
de permanecer por unos tres meses tra- 


-bajando con el MEC (Movimiento Estudian- 


til Cristiano). En el presente nimero 
nos es grato informar que el Sr. Loza 
ha aceptado el llamamiento para traba- 
jar como Secretario Ejecutivo de dicho 
movimiento en Colombia, durante tres 
afios, a partir de marzo de 1965. 


El Sr. Loza saldr& de Colombia a prin- 
cipios de mayo préximo, con destino a 
los Sstados Unidos, de donde seguira 
después a Ginebra (Suiza); a su regreso 
contraeré matrimonio en Estados Unidos. 
y viajaré luego a Bolivia, su pais 
natal, mientras llega el tiempo de su 
regreso a Colombia. 


El MEC, que como queda dicho, es un 
Movimiento Estudiantil Cristiano, tiene 
como meta trabajar entre estudiantes 
universitarios y de iltimos anos de 
Bachillerato. Cabe anotar aqui que el 
Sr. Loza habré de continuar el trabajo 
del Sr. José Willis, quien acaba de 
salir de Colombia después de haber per- 
manecido por un tiempo, como coordinador 
de tal movimiento. Como tal, el Sr. 
Willis logré interesar a las diferentes 
iglesias evangélicas de Colombia, tales 
como la Federacién Luterana Mundial 
(Comisién para América Latina), la Igle- 
sia Svangélica Luterana-Sinodo de Colom- 
bia, la Iglesia Presbiteriana, la Igle- 


-sia Anglicana y la Union Church (Iglesia 


Unide), para realizar un comtm esfuerzo 
en este trabajo entre los estudiantes 
colombianos, logrando darle a la vez 

un mayor caracter ecuménico a dicho 
movimiento. 


#HeHHFE 
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Apartado Aéreo 111-33 
/ Borot& 2, Colombia 
June 12, 1964 


The Rev. Alexander k. Allen 
1420 Santo~- Domingo 
Buarte, California 


Dear Mr. Allans 


It was indeed kind of you to write me enclosing the documents regarding 
Mission negotiations back in 1945. These documents may be very interesting 
if I ever get around to writing the history on our work in Colombia, which 
I have so long wanted to do. 


Besides, they bring back memories and a deep sense of gratatud to you for 
the understanding spirit and the wisdom with which you ceunselled us in those 
early days. Thank you again!” 


we still continue to enjoy the consiierable moré liberty in our work here, 
partly due to the Roman thaw; yet, of course, sporadic persecution and dis- 
crimination continues along with it. This, of course, we can expect for a 
long time. Nevertheless, the Lord is good to us in giving us open doors and 
opportunity to do more thun we seem to be able to accomplish. We have added 
more classrooms to our boarding school in Sogamoso and have quite a nice 

plant there now; have government approval for the primary school and “licencia 
de funcionamiento" for the secondary school. For this also we hope soon to 
have government accreditation. 


Last weekend our "Juventud del Castillo Fuerte", national Luther:League:organi- 
zation for Colombia, held its annual meeting and spiritual retreat in Sogamoso,. 
The last days of this month our Synodical Council meets and then July 1-5 is 
the annual meeting of our Colombia Synol. We are expecting two new missionaries 
in August who are finishing their languace study in Costa Rica. Another family 
Will begin studies in Ausust ani will be with us a year from now. These re- 
inforcements are welcome, but we feel that our preparation of Colombian pastors 
ani other workers is still lagging »ehini in spite of our efforts to remedy 
this situation. Last week we decided in Mexico to launch a new Lutheran 
theolo-ical training program for the whole Caribbean area, While all this is 
important, I feel thet something deev is lacking in the rank and file of our 

_ congregations...a thorough-going spiritual awakening that can call forth a 
sponiareous witness off the entire lay level of the congregation. Thig I 
believe, will come only through "prayer and fasting". 


Please remember us in Colombia durins these crucial days. 


God's blessing he upon you as you continue to pray ard labor for the extension 
of God*s kingdom and the promotion of His love among men. 


Gratefully yours, 


arnfeli ©, Morck 
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POR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


XII ANNUAL MEETING OF COLCGHBIA SYNOD 
Elects officera; Curtsails educational program 


Bogot&, July, 1944 


The Evangelical Lutheran Chureh ~ Colombia Synod held its XII Annual 
Meeting here, July 1<5. 

Synod officers. ELC=-CS officers elected for a three~year period were: 

Rev. Arnfeld C. Morck, president (reelected for 2 third consecutive term); 
Rev. Juan N. Montoya, vice=president; Or. Jorge E. Corzo, Secretary; Rev. Pausania 
Wilches, Treasurer. 

Morck, who has consistently striven for the election of a Colombian as 
president, resigned upon reelection, but consented to continue wnen the meeting 
voted non-acceptance. 

Boys' School Closed. The Synod voted to close its “Instituto Biblico-Cul tural | 
a Bible-secondary-normal school (presently for male students) which has served 
the church for more than 20 years. 

The motion to suspend activities wus softened by the clause, "until there is 
& possibility of continuing, or of implementing enother educational plan." This 
hope is partly envisioned in Synod's action to establish a program of parish 
education to train lay catechista, and to study the possibility of s student hoste. 
in Bogot&, where residents could receive soze hours of Bible training while 
attending secular schools in the capital. 

Reasons for suspending the IBC are: 1) Lack of students (only 6 in the prese: 
school year, with little hope of more in 1965); and 2) shortage of teaching person: 


Girls' School Makes Progress, The training school for graie-school teachers 
ani lay evan’elists was coeducational until 1942 when a secondary department for 
girls was adied to the Synod's "Colegio Celco" in Sogamoso, 150 miles north-east 
of Bogota, 

Colegio Celco acquired government accreditation in 1963 for its co-educationa 
grade=school department and hopes to receive accreditation soon for the seconlary 
department which has a preseni enrollment of 25 girls, in first and second yeara. 
Third year will be added in 19465 and fourth in 194546, when it will provide the 


full-fledged basic secondary courses, plus Bible ani normal training. 





Boletin Sinodico 
Tune, "9 6S 


PAGIVA INPANTIL 





Luis y Lucia saludan a sus amiguitos lectores y les 


invitan a que les escriban contandoles sus experiencias, sus penas 


a: 


o sus alegrias. Favor de dirigir sus cartas a Luis o Lucia 


a/c Boletin Sindéddico 
Apartado Aéreo 20038 
Bogota 2, D. &. 


Molinos 20 Interior. 4 
Mixcoac, México 19, D. F. 
Mayo 21, 1945 


Apreciados amigos y hermanos en Cristo: 


.Agradecemos al Boletin Sinéddico por la oportunidad que nos da para saludar a to- 
dos nuestros amigos. 


Ya han pasado varios meses sin verles, pero no han pasado varios minutos sin re=- 
-cordarles. Los primeros meses fueron dificiles pues todo era. nuevo para nosotros. 
Este México es una ciudad muy grande y las costumbres son muy diferentes a ias 
nuestras, Aunque ya nos estamos acomodando, no podemos dejar de pensar en el re~ 
greso a nuestro querido pais para poder ser utiles en algo. 


Los estudios son algo pesados pero les estamos haciendo la lucha. Ya hemos ter~ 
minado el primer trimestre en el Seminario y estamos preparando examenes para fi~ 
nalizar el segundo en la Universidad. 


In el Seminario somos siete estudiantes de:. Guatemala, Espafia, México, Venezuela 
y Colombia. Deseamos que mas amigos colombianos se decidan a trabajar en la obra 
del Sefior, que necesita tanto de sus obreros. éLes esperamos,el afio entrante? 


Deseamos que el Sefior les bendiga ricamente y les pedimos el favor de que nos 
recuerden en sus oraciones. 


De ustedes sus servidores en Cristo, 


/fdo0/ Hernan y Carola 





30 lett Sinodica 


NOTICIAS. . coc. yuACO (Eas 


Reunién del Consejo General del CETA. 


El 23 de abril del presente aro, se 
reuniéd en México, D. F. el Consejo 
General del Centro de Estudios Teolé- 
gicos Ausburgo, siendo ésta la primera 
reuni6n oficial después de la organiza- 
cién definitiva del CETA, 


En representacién del Sinodo de Colom 
bia asistieron el. Lic. Gustavo D. Ro- 
driguez y los Pastores Herold L. Olson 
y Arnfeld C. Morck, 


grato informar ala feligresia de 
nuestro Sinodo que los estudios rea- 
lizados por el Sr. Hern4n Ariza en el 
CETA y en la Universidad de América, 
son aikaneite satisfactorios. Véase 
en otra parte del presente nimero, un 
saludo del Sr. Hernan Ariza y la Sra. 
Carola, 


En camino de regreso de México, el 
Pastor Morck pudo visitar brevemente 

@ la familia Orozco, en Guatemala, y 

a la familia Westman, en Costa Rica, 
quienes enviaron saludos a los nermanos 
en Colombia. Julio Orozco, anterior— 
mente Pastor del Sinodo de Colombia, 
pastorea actualmente la iglesia Lute- 
rana de "Cristo Rey", en la ciudad de 
Guatemala, Carlos .estman, llamado a 
servir con nuestro Sinodo, esta, con 
su Sra. esposa, Ruby de ‘\.estman, estu- 
diando el castellano en el Instituto 
de Lengua Espariola de San José, Costa 
Rica. Espera venir con su familia a 
Colombia en los Ultimos dias de agosto. 


Reuniones del Consejo Sindéddico y de 
la XIIIi Asamblea Anual de la IEL-SC. 


rea los dias 28-30 de junio esta pro- 
amada l& reunién del Consejo Siné- 
ico de nuestra iglesia. Inmediata- 
mente después -(junic 3C a julio 4), 

se efectuara en Bogot& la XIII Asamblea 
Anual de la Iglesia Bvangélice Lutera~ 
na, Sinodo de Colombia. Como predica- 
dores especiales estarén e] Pastor 
Néstor Chamorro, de l2 ciudad de Cali, 
quien dirige el movimiento "Circulo 
Estudiantil ALFA y OMS3GA", y el Pro- 
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fesor Karl Lenkersdorf, rector del 


CETA,. 

Esperamos qué con la ayuda de Dios, és- 
ta sea una ocasién en la cual podamos 
dar pasos firmes respecto al adelanto 
de nuestra grande misién como lutera-— 
nos y como miembros de la Iglesia de 


Cristo. 
Contribuciones al CETA. 


Recordamos nuevamente a las congrega— 
ciones, de la decisién tomada en la 
Asamblea General de 1964, de cubrir el 
1% del presupuesto del CETA, y del Me- 
moraéndum Sinéddico de marzo 19 de 1965, 
sugiriendo las cuotas para las congre- 
gaciones. 


Agradecemos a las congregaciones que 
ya han enviado su contribucién en par- 


‘te o totalmente, para el presente eno 


La Casa del IBC se convierte en Colegio 
para Nifios con Retardo Mental. 


Por decisién del Consejo Sindédico se 
ha arrendado la casa del Instituto 
Biblico-Cultural a la Asociacién Co= 
lombiana Fro Niffio Retardado Mental, 
(ACPNRM). Los salones y piezas, tan 
conocidos por los exalumnos del-IBC., 

s¢ hallan pintados de colores vivos 

con figuras alegres de animales, ees 
y frutas, y todo lo necesario para fa~ 
cilitar el apvrendizaje de estos ninos 
(y jévenes) de limitada capacidad men- 
tal y fisica. Se trata de una escuela 
de caradcter comunal, organizada por el 
Club ae Hadres de is ‘“ACPNRE. Las cla- 
ses se iniciaron el 1 de junio, con 37 
alumnos matriculados. 


Por otra parte, y Pensen por decisién 
dsl Consejo Sindédico, los inquilincs 
que alli vivian, fueron trasladados 2 
la casa de la calle 75 No. 20-54. 


Asamblea de "Castillo Fuerte”. 


La Mesa Directiva de la "Juventud del 
Castillo Fuerte" informa a las soci¢e- 
dades de jévenes de nuestras congrege- 
cliones gue su Asamblea Anual se lleva- 
raé a cabo en Sogamoso, durante los dias 
25 a 27 del presente mes} en su defecto 
se efectuara en Bogota. 


A Ye &y aed 
ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE BYLAWS 


of the al 196 i= 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - COLOMBIA SYNOD de 


SECTION ONE 


MEETINGS 


See Constitution. 


All business meetings shall open with the reading of Scripture and prayer. 

The President shall preside over all business sessions of the General Synodical 
Convention and Synodical Council, unless otherwise ordered. 

Voting by secret ballot shall be required in the following cases: 

1. To elect Synodical officers; 

2. To elect members of Synodical Council; 

3. To adopt or amend any of the articles of the Constitution or of these Bylaws, 
4. To suspend or dismiss from office any Synod officer. 

The annual plenary session of the Synod shall be held during the month of July, 


or if necessary, in June or August. The exact dates and place will be set by 


the Synodical Council or by the President in consultation with the members of 
the Council. The President will advise in writing, at least one month in advance, 
the date, place and agenda of the meeting (Constitution, Title III, Ch. II, Art. 13). 
(Notes Amended, July, 1965, in order to hold the General Convention during the 
first half of January.) 

The procedure for the business meetings shall bes 

1. Minutes. 

2. Correspondence, 

3. Reports given by 
3} the President 
b).the Treasurer and auditing committee 

c) other reports. 
4. Consideration and acceptance of congregations which desire affiliation vith 
Synod. 

5. Elections. 

6, Unfinished business. 

{. New business. 

4s to matters of parliamentary procedures not specified in the present Bylaws, _ 
these will follow the order as set up in "Parliamentary Procedures" by Heriberto 
Money. 

SECTION TWO 


ACCOUNTS AND AUDITING 


All disbursements of Synod funds shall be made by check, signed by the Treasurer 
and one other person authorized by the Synodical Council. 

The Synod in its annual plenary session shall designate an auditing committee or 
an accountant to audit the books. The respective reports shall be presented at 
the following plenary session. . 


SECTION THREE 
REPRESENTATION IN THE SYNOD 


Each member congregation of the Synod shall have a right to send two (2) dele- 
gates to the General Synodical Convention, and if the number of voting members 
exceeds fifty (50) it will have a right to one (1) delegate per twenty (20) 
voting members. In no case shall the representation from one congregation 
exceed ten (10) delegates. (Constitution, Title III, Chapter II, Art. 11). 


Bylaws, ELC - Colombia Synod 2. 


B. 


10. 


il. 


The delegates shall be elected by the congregetion which, not less than eight (8) 
days before the opening of the Convention, shall send a letter of credentials to 
the office of the Synodical President. 


APPENDIX 


AGREEMENT BST EEN TRE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN -— COLOMBIA SYNOD 
AND THs EVANGSLICAL LUTHERAN MISSION IN COLOMBIA 


The foreign missionaries: pastors, wives and unmarried workers, may be associate 
members of any congregation in the Synod, with all the responsibilities and 
privileges of members of the congregation. 

fll the ordained missionaries shall have voice and vote in the General Synodical 
Convention and shall be members of the Ministerium. They may be elected as mem- 
bers of the Synodical Council in proportion not to exceed a third of the repre- 
sentation in said Council. 

Unordained missionaries may be elected by the congregations, of which they are 
associate members, as delegates to the General Synodical Convention. 

The Synod recognizes and accepts the right of the Mission to actively maintain 

the existing Missionary Conference which shall not be under the control of the 
Synod, nor will the latter be subjected to the jurisdiction of the former, but 
both groups shall work together in a mutual and harmonious manner. 

The reports on work and activities of the Evangelical Lutheran Church ~ Colombia 
Synod, should be sent to the Board of World Missions which maintains constant 
interest in the advancement and development of the work im Colombia. Such re- 
ports should be duly. authenticated by the Synod President. 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod, sincerely welcomes the mission- 
aries sent by the Board of World Missions to help her in her work. In times of 
special need, this Synod may request the Board of Missions to send more mission- 
aries. She may also inform when she believes there is no more need to increase 
the number of missionaries, or when it would be advisable to withdraw some of 

its number. 

Every missionary should be recommended to the Synodical Council by the Missionary 
Conference. The Council, taking into account the desires and aptitudes for service 
of the recommended missionary, shall assign him work in accord with the obligations 
he may have with his owm Missionary Conference. If the work is specifically con- 
nected with a local congregation, the latter shall extend him the appropriate call. 
If a foreign missionary, in the opinion of the Synodical Council, is not competent 
for the work, the Council may request his withdrawal addressing such petition to 
the Missionary Conference who in turn will pass it on to the Board of World Missions. 
Ail institutions supported by the Mission shall have representatives in their di-~ 
rectorship, elected by the Synod. The budgets of such institutions shall be in- 
cluded in the budget of the Evangelical Lutheran Church — Colombia Synod. 

The foreign missionaries shall continue to be supported by the Board of World 
Missions, but when one of them serves a parish, the congregation which he serves 
shall contribute to the Treasury of the Synod the sum budgeted for the support 

of its pastor. 

The Synod and Missionary Conference, based on experience and observation, recom- 
mend as a general principle that the congregations be served by national pastors. 
Only in the case of proven urgency and necessity shall a foreign missionary serve 
as parish pastor. 


Accepted by the Synod in its Seventh General Convention, the 30 
of July, 1959, in Bogota, D.E. (See Minutes of same, V. Bylaws) 





Pentecost—1967 


MRS. VIESTURS PAVASARS 
COLOMBIA 





O. Pentecost Sunday the first Vesper Service of the new Lutheran work 
in Cali was held in the small chapel in our home. What better time to be- 
gin than on Pentecost when the first Christian Church was born by the 
might of the Holy Spirit! 

As we think of that first Pentecost and of our own Pentecost Sunday in 
Cali, we praise God for His continual workings. We remember that on the 
first Pentecost people were present from many lands as we read in Acts 
2:0 “Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopota- 
mia, . . .” How amazed we were after our first service to find that among 
the 23 people present, there were twelve Colombians, five Heuadorians, 
three North Americans, one Cuban, one German and one Latvian, 

Also we remember Peter's Spirit-empowered sermon in a language all 
could understand and we thank God for His strengthening so that the 
pastor, after only eleven months in Colombia, could deliver his sermon 
with power in Spanish, the language all could understand. Only after one 
has delivered his first message in another language, can he truly appreciate 
the words of St. Luke, “For the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour 
what you ought to say.” (Lk. 12:12) 

We have appreciated this same verse as each afternoon we set out to 
visit our neighbors in this upper-middle class suburb of Cali. Often we 
know not how to convert our friendly chit-chat to discussion of the things 
of God, but much to our amazement God opens the doors and the Holy 
Spirit gives us words to answer the many questions of our neighbors. 

There is much curiosity about our faith and many thought-provoking 
questions are asked. However, the most difficult part for many of our neigh- 
bors is to have sufficient courage to investigate by attending the Bible 
studies or Sunday services. As one man stated, “We are afraid of two 
things. One is to study the Bible. For many years this has been a book 
forbidden by the Catholic Church. Even though the Church now says we 
may read it, there still remains this fear within us which was implanted 
in us as youngsters. The second fear is what our neighbors will think. 
Many will say we are converting to another faith if we attend evangelical 
services,” We encouraged this neighbor to investigate and not to fear man’s 
opinion, and we praised God when he came to the Sunday evening service 
two weeks ago. 
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We ask your prayers for this 
man and for our other neighbors to 
whom God, by means of His Spirit, 
is calling to the study of His Word 
and to a deeper, fuller knowledge 
of Himself. Pray also that this 
same Spirit will enlighten and em- 
power each of us, His servants, to 
preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with the same force we see in the 
Book of Acts. May we all be Peters 
and Pauls in this year 1967 wher- 
ever God may have called us to 
serve. 


PASTOR VIESTURS PAVASARS in the 
new Lutheran Chapel, Cali, Colombia, 


In a letter received from Viesturs and Arlene shortly after Easter they told of 
a visit to Popayan on Good Friday. 


“, « . We were happy to accept the invitation of one of our neighbors to 
visit Popayan, his home town, on Good Friday. This small city, the colonial 
capital of the department of Cauca, is very famous for its Holy Week 
processions, so we were especially appreciative of the opportunity to visit 
these on Good Friday and to witness this important part of the Colombian 
culture. . 

“The procession was very solemn and impressive. The many heavy 
floats laden with the Passion figures, flowers, candles, and many golden 
decorations, were laboriously carried by eight men dressed in purple. Be- 
tween each float, hundreds of children and adults solemnly marched with 
candles. Each float told part of the Passion story with the final scenes 
showing the empty cross and Christ in the coffin, However we were rather 
disturbed with the last float, showing Mary, extravagantly dressed in gold 
with many angels around her and a queenly light streaming from behind. 
It was a rather unfortunate ending to an interesting procession—almost as 
though it were saying, “Christ is dead. Long live Maryl” = 

We ask your prayers that we may be able to bring the risen and living 
Christ to the Colombians who seem to have a religion that comes to.a pitch 
of fervor during Holy Week and then dies with Christ on Good Friday. The 
joy of Easter Sunday and the presence of the risen Christ in our lives seems 
to be lost in the sadness of Christ’s death.” 
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With both the spoken and written 
word, missionaries and evangelists 
share the Gospel in the newly- 
opened bookstore (Libreria “El Es- 
cudo”) located on the south side 
of Redeemer Lutheran Church in 
North Bogota. Wilmer Westman 
director, says, Christian literature 
is of no value to anyone until it is 
put into the hand of a seeking 
person. Then it goes into action, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
to open the blind eyes and lead 
him into a new and living experi- 
ence with their Lord, Jesus Christ. 
It is then that the Church, His 
body, is able to help this person 
grow in his relationship with Christ 
and become oriented into an ef- 
fective worker in reaching others 
with the Gospel message.” 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


IN THE PLAINS of Eastern Colom- 
bia, rivers are used as highways. 
Below: This 30-foot, 6-foot beam, 
dug-out called “Nave Evangelista,” 
is owned by a member of.a Luther- 
an group at Orocue on the Meta 
River. (See map p. 4) The Spanish 
writing on the prow reads: “Read 
the Bible,” ‘Believe on the Lord 
Jesus,” and “God Is Love.” 


THE MISSIOIVARY, Sept. (G67 


FOR WITNESS 


FROM HER CLASSROOM 
in Colegio Celco, in So- 
gamoso, Missionary Joyce 
Bergh writes: “The sec- 
ond year high school re- 
ligion class studied pur- 
gatory, Christ's descent 
into hell, etc. Verses were 
looked up in different Bi- 
ble versions. After the 
class Gloria came to the 
teacher and asked, ‘Que 
religion salva’ (What re- 
ligion saves?) Once again 
she was pointed to the 
authority of the Word.” 


The congregation at 
Santa Helena gathered , 
in this grass-roofed 
chapel when Mission- 
ary Walter Ludwigsen 
(third from left in 
third row) visited and 
held services here. Pas- 
tor Ludwigsen is Mis- 
sion superintendent 
and president of ELC- 
Colombia Synod. 











UP THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRAIL, 
Missionary Norman Omodt (left), 
climbs to hold services in mountain 
chapels. THE MUD-WALLED BUILD- 
ing shown below is used for worship 
services when’ Evangelist Nehemias 
Parada makes the two hour trip (on 
horseback) from Socota., 





Nov. 28, /969 


DECLARACiON EVANGELICA DE BOGOTA 


Los aqui reunidos, creyentes en Cristo, miembros de tas diferentes comunidades de- 
nominacionales que trabajan en nuestro continente entre e! pueblo latinoamericano, 
nos hemos congregado en este Primer Congreso Latinoamericano de Evangelizacién en el 
Nombre de Dios e} Padre, Dios e} Hijo y Dios el Espfritu Santo. Creemos que el Espi- 
ritu Santo mismo nos ha guiado a este encuentro, con la finalidad de examinar de nue- 
vo nuestra misi6n evangelizadora a ja luz de la ensefianza biblica y de la actual si- 
tuacio6n latinoamericana, 


Nuestra presencia en este Congreso ha sido manifestacién de nuestra Unidad en 
Cristo, cuya naturaieza espirituat y no organizacionai hunde sus rafces en nuestra co- 
man herencia evangélica, fundamentada en jas verdades de la Biblia, cuya autoridad co- 
mo Palabra de Dios iluminada por e! Espiritu Santo afirmamos categéricamente. 


Como consecuencia, esta declaraci6n que presentamos al pueblo evangélico latino- 
americano es expresidn de un consenso en el cual hay acuerdo en lo fundamental; pero 
hay también jugar para ja diversidad que proviene de ja multiforme gracia de Dios al 
dar sus dones a su pueblo: Diversidad dentro de la Unidad. 


Esta declaracidén quiere también reflejar la toma de conciencia que en estos dias 
el Sefior Jesucristo ha querido darnos, haciéndonos sentir lo agudo de la crisis mdai- 
tiple por la que atraviesan nuestros pueblos, y el caraécter imperativo de su mandato 
a evangelizar, Juntos hemos reconocido la necesidad de vivir plenamente el evange- 
Ifo, proclaméndolo en su totalidad al hombre latinoamericano en el contexto de sus 
multiples necesidades. 


Compartimos con un sentido de urgencia lo que ej Sefior Jesucristo nos ha mostrado 
pero sin intentar legislar en la vida de las iglesias latinoamericanas. Itnvitamos 
mas bien al pueblo latinoamericano a considerar y estudiar estas declaraciones que 
expresan las convicciones a que el Sefior Jesucristo nos }levé durante el Congreso. 


ASI DECLARAMOS: 


1, La presencia evangélica en Latinoamérica es fruto de la accién de Dios a través 
de un inmenso caudai de amor cristiano, visi6n misionera, espfritu de sacrifi- 
cio, trabajo, esfuerzo, tiempo y dinero invertido aqui por jas misiones extran- 
Jeras que han venido trabajando desde hace mas de un siglo, inclusive la Obra 
de las Sociedades Bibijcas. Esta mirada a nuestra historia no puede menos que 
despertar en nosotros un espiritu de gratitud por la obra pionera cuya dimen- 
si6én reconocemes. Ai mismo ciempo, al mirar hacia el futuro, estamos conscien- 
tes de las nuevas responsabilidades, nuevas tareas y nuevas estructuras que son 
un verdadero desafic a los creyentes latinoamericanos, y al liderato autdéctono 
en todas las dimensiones de! ministerio. 


2. La comisién de anunciar el evangelio a toda criatura es un imperativo claramen- 
te expresado en fa Palabra de Dios. La evangelizaciOn no es algo optativo: es 
la esencia misma dei ser de ta iglesia, su tarea suprema. 


La dinamica de la tarea evangelizadora es la accion del Espiritu Santo. Es El 
quien da los dones a ia iglesia, capacita al evangelizador, da testimonio de 
Cristo al oyente, Io ilumina, convence de pecado, de justicia, de juicio y de 
eterna perdicién; lo convierte en nueva criatura, y io hace parte de la iglesia 
y colaborador con Dios en la evangelizacién. Cuando no se reconoce esta Inicia- 
tiva del Espiritu Santo, la evangelizacién se torna mera empresa humana. 


3. Nuestra teologia sobre e} evangelismo determina nuestra accién evangelizadora, o 
la ausencia de elia. La sencillez del evangelfio no esta refiida con su dimensi6n 
teolégica. Su naturaleza es ia autorevelacién de Dios en Cristo Jests. Reafir- 
mamos el caracter dnico de su obra mediadora, gracias a la cual el pecador en- 
cuentra el perdon de los pecados, y ia justificacién por la sola fe, sin reitera- 
ci6én de aque! sacrificio. 

Reafirmamos asimismo que Cristo es el Sefior y la Cabeza de ja iglesia, y que la 
manifestacién final de su seiiorio sobre el mundo sera evidente en su segunda ve- 
nida, la cual es la esperanza de los redimidos. Estas son las buenas noticias 
cuya proclamacién y aceptacién transforman radicalmente al hombre. 


4. Los campos de ja América Latina estan blancos y listos para la siega. Grandes 
sectores de la poblacién manifiestan receptividad al evangelio, pero esta hora 
de oportunidad demanda una estrategia adecuada. Debemos evaluar jos actuales 
métodos de evangeiizacién a la luz de los resultados visibles en el crecimiento 
asombroso de ciestas denominaciones. Dicha evaluaci6én, unida a una considera- 
cién cuidadosa de ta vida de la iglesia neo testamentaria, demostrard en primer 
lugar la importancia de una movilizacién total de la iglesia para ta tarea 
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evangelizadora. Afirmamos para ser Fiei a ia Biviia que esta movilizacién ha de 
ser obra dei Espiritu Santo, que usard ios medics que ia iglesia proporcione con 
inteligencia y creatividad, comenzands a nivei de ja congregacién local. 

En nuestro siglo somos testigos del progreso asombroso de ios medios de comunica- 
cién que, por su eficiencia y por ta faita de ética de quienes los manejan, con- 
tribuyen a crear un caos de voces que confunden ai hombre jatinoamericano. En me- 
dio de tal confusién ia voz ciara, distintiva, sencilla y poderosa del mensaje de 
Cristo, debe encontrar su camino hasta ei wyente. &) mensajero de Jesucristo tle- 
ne la urgente responsabilidad de comprender y uriiizar ias técnicas modernas de 
comunicaci6n a Fin de captar is atencidn dei nombre istinoamer{icano, dialogar con 
é1 y comunicarie ej evargeiio en forma inteiigibie y pertinente a su sftuacién 
vital. 

El proceso de evangeiizacidn se da en situat'ones humanas concretas. Las estruc- 
turas sociales intluyen sobre fa igiessa y sobre ios receptores del evangelio. 

Si se desconoce esta realidad se desfigura e1 evangelio y se empobrece la vida 
cristiana. Ha jiiegado ja hora de que los evangéi:cos comemos concfencia de nues- 
tras responsabilidades sociaies. Para cumpiic con eilas, ei fundamento bibtico 
es la doctrina evangéiica y e! ejempio de vesucris1o iievado hasta sus Gitimas 
consecuencias. Ese ejempio debe encarnarse en ia critica realidad latinoamerica- 
na de subdesarroiio, injusticia, hambre, violencia y desesperacién. Los hombres 
no podraén construir ei reino de Dios sobre la tierra, pero fa acci6én social evan- 
gélica contribuird a crear un mundo mejor como anticipo de aquéi por cuya venida 
oran diariamente. 

La explosién demografica nos presenta ei desafto de una pobiacién juvenil que 
aumenta vertiginosamente, justo en ei momento en que ta ‘glesia comprueba por su 
parte un €xodo de su juventud y una crisis de! min:sterio frente a las nuevas ge- 
neraciones. El empuje de ia iglesia debe renovarse de acuerdo con una estrategia 
organica que comprenda el diagnéstico reaiista de ja crisis juveniti y ja refor- 
mulacién de las demandas de Cristo. Ei reto dei Sefior ha de enunciarse de manera 


». que capte la imaginaci6én y ia energia de ia juventud, ianzandola precisamente a 
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la conquista de Latinoamérica para Cristo. Ei entusiasmo, ei vigor, el espfritu 

de servicio y aventura de una juventud gue haga de Cristo su sefior y lider, podra 
convertir en realidad jas profundas transtormaciones gue nuestros pueblos esperan., 
La tarea de ia evangeiizacién no termina con ja protiamacion y ia conversién. Se 
hace necesario un ministerio de consolidac:én de ios creyentes nuevos que les brin- 
de capacitacién doctrinai y practica para vivir ia vida cristiana dentro del am- 
blente en que se mueven, para expresar fideiidaa a Cristo en e) contexto socio- 
cultural donde Dios ios ha puesto. £1 proceso de piunificacién de la tarea evan- 
gelizadora debe proveer también fas bases teoidgicas y 105 métodos prdcticos para 


realizar esta tarea de consolidacion. 


En un continente de mayorfa nominaimente catdifca. no podemos cerrar los ojos a las 
inquietudes de renovacién que se advierten en fa igtesia de Roma. Et ''aggiornamen- 
to'' nos presenta por igual riesgo y oportunidad: ios campios en materia de litur- 
gia, eclesiotogia, politica y estratégia, dejan sin embargo incdiumes los dogmas 

que separan a 10s evangélicos de Roma. Pero ruestra cont;anza en la Palabra de 
Dios, cuya difusién y iectura se va aceierando dentro dei catolicismo, nos hace 
esperar frutos de renovacién y nos proporciona oportunidad para ei didlogo a nivel 
personal. Este didiogo ha de ser inteliigente y demanda en nuestras iglesias una en- 
sefianza mas profunda y consistente de ta herentia evangéiica, a fin de evitar ios 
riesgos de un ecumenismo !ngenuo y mai envendido. 


En actitud de agradecimiento ai Sefior vesucristo por ia forma en que nos ha permiti- 


do la expansi6n dei evangelio en estas tierras, contesamos ai mismo tiempo nuestra 


incapacidad y nuestras taiias en ei cumpi/miento de su mandato en esta hora critica. 


Pero afirmamos nuestra fe en ios recursos de su gracia, que capacitan a los suyos a 
la medida de ias tareas que Ei ies demanda, y en ia asistencia y ei poder del Espf- 


rfitu Santo prometido a ja igiesia "hasta ei tin dei mundo'. Al Seftor y Salvador al 
cual damos la gloria ahora y por fos sigios, nos encomendamos. AMEN. 
El Comité Ejecutivo dei Primer Congreso Latinoamericano de. Evangelizacién: 
Carios J. Lastira Clyde W. Tayior Efrain Santiago 
Miguel Angel Suazo Harold Stacey Antonio Eivas 
Jorge Bidduipnh Jonas Gonzaiez Pabio Finkenbinder 
Virgilio Zapata A. Sergio Garcia Roberto Anderson 
Féiix Calie Asdraba: Rios 


~ @- 
MENSAJE A LAS IGLESIAS EVANGELICAS LUTERANAS EN LATINOAMERICA 


Nosotros, los luteranos asistentes ai Primer Congreso Latinoamericano de Evange ii za~- 
cidn reunidos en la ciudad de Bogota, Colombia, durante jos dias 21 a 29 de noviem- 
bre de 1969, enviamos a las iglesias juteranas de! continente las siguientes con- 
clusiones tomadas de las ponencias tratadas: 


la. Que la évangelizacién constituye ia misién fundamental de la Igiesia de 
Cristo. 


2a. Que la evangelizacidén consiste en comun:icar jas Buenas Nuevas acerca de Je~ 
sucristo con la mira de la conversién de! hombre incrédulo, Esta comunicacion re~- 
vela a Cristo como el Reconciliador entre ei hombre y Dios y entre los hombres, La 
conversién - arrepentimiento y fe - se completa con ei Bautismo y la formacion per- 
sonal basada en las Sagradas Escrituras dentro de ia hermandad cristiana. 


3a. Que tal comunicacién se hace basicamente en forma verbal. Cuando este men~ 
saje es recibido produce en el individuo, y por ende en la comunidad, cambios pos: ~ 
tivos y duraderos. Esta confrontaci6én verbal requiere un contexo de amor y servicro, 


4a. Que frente al hecho del nominalismo religioso de la gran mayorfa de ics ha- 
bitantes de latinoamerica - fenédmeno reconocido ain por Ja iglesia catdlica romana ~ 
las iglesias luteranas tienen también un gran campo de accién y una grave responsa~ 
bilidad evangelizadora. 


5a. Que se hace necesaria y urgente ia preparacién del elemento laico de las 
iglesias luteranas para que participe eficazmente en ja obra evangeiizadora. En 
consecuencia, se recomienda a los seminarios inculcar en los futuros ministros una 
seria inquietud evangelizadora. De otra parte, cada congregaci6n luterana sera un 
campo de adiestramiento para sus miembros comprometidos con Cristo. 


6a. Que la accién misionera de la igiesia es mas eficaz si las estructuras son 
sencillas y se adaptan a las circunstancias ambientales. Téngase en cuenta el va~ 
lor del testimonio personal en la obra evangelizadora. 


7a. Que los esfuerzos evangelizadores con otras denominaciones pueden rendir 
‘abundantes frutos, pero requieren una cuidadosa preservacién de nuestra identidad 
doctrinal. 


8a. Que el Evangelizador verdadero es el Espiritu Santo y que a la igiesia le 
ha correspondido el privilegio de ser instrumento Suyo. 7 


9a. Que es necesaria la realizacién de congrescs o consultas juteranas de evan- 
gelizaci6n para tratar de la teoria y la praéctica de ta misma. Los resultados de 
tales reuniones deben llegar a todos los miembros de nuestras congregaciones para 
despertar en ellos un genuino espfritu misionero. 


10a. Que la iglesia luterana se ha distinguido en ei campo teoldgico y en el 
ministerio docente pero no asf en ia tarea evangeiizadora. Por lo tanto hacemos 
un célido y urgente Ilamamiento a todas jas congregaciones luteranas de América 
Latina para que intensifiquen el ministerio de ja comunicaci6én del mensaje dei 


evangelio y para que participen y hagan suyo ei jema de nuestro Congreso: '‘'Ac- 
cién en Cristo para un Continente en Crisis". 

Bogotaé, Colombia 28 de noviembre de 1969 
Rvdo. Samuel Acedo Sr. José Roberto Aponte 

Ig. Evang. Luterana Sfnodo Luterano del Carfbe 

Argentina Puerto Rico 

Rvdo. Almer Fenner F. Rvdo. Roberto F. Gussick 

Evangelista Iglesia Luterana Coordinador del Propuesto Consejo Lutera- 
en Bolivia no Latinoamericano - Guatemala 

Lic. Hernando Lara R. Lic, Gustavo Rodrfguez 

Iglesia Evangélica Luterana - Gerente de Sociedades Biblicas 

Sfnodo de Colombia en Colombia 

Prof. Raymond S. Rosales Rvdo. Gerardo Wilches 

Sem. Lut. Augsburgo Pastor iglesia Luterana San Lucas 


México Bogota, Coiombia 


PERSONAL REPORT OF ARNFELD C. MORCK 
to the 
COLOMBIA LUTHERAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 


Return to Colombia: 


In response to reinstatement to the list of active Canadian missionaries on loan to 
the ALC, my leave-of-absence status of three years was terminated July 1, 1970. On 
August 1, 1970, Hildur, Fred, Rob and I arrived in Bogotd. We were overwhelmed and 
encouraged by the warm welcome given by members of the two congregations in the Bogota 
area, and their pastors, Mario Jacobson and Gerardo Wilches. As you know, our three 
daughters remained in Alberta. 


Assignments and activities: 


Even though it was indicated earlier by President Wilches and General Director of 
World Missions, Morris A. Sorenson, Jr., that my main assignment would be related 
to the Synod's ley training program, this was not confirmed by "Consejo Sinédico" 
until its October meeting. At this time, Consejo named me as “director general" 

of the Synod's proposed seminary by extension program, with Mario Jacobson as ad- 
visor. 


Other responsibilities are: Chairman of the "Junta Asesora" for the book store, 
member of the Board of Directors for the Social Service Center at St. Luke's in 
Ciudad Kennedy, and member of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran Literature 
Committee for Latin America. 


Activities since returning to Colombia include: An evangelistic-teaching trip, to- 
gether with Pausanias Wilches and Juan Saenz, on the Meta, Guacherfa and Pauto Rivers, 
September 4-22; correspondence and organization relative to the meeting of the 
Lutheran Literature meeting held in Bogotd, December 2-4; numerous consultations, 
meetings and inquiries re Social Service Center at Ciudad Kennedy; meetings and con- 
sultations re book store; reading, preparation, editing, etc., for the seminary 
extension program; promotion of same in the congregations of Chiscas, El Cocuy, Carri- 
zal and Ciudad Kennedy, the latter together with Jacobson; occasional preaching in San 
Incas and other places, 


Hildur and I have spent considerable time in scouting out possibilities for Robby's 
schooling. The solution seems to be an English-speaking class for the retarded on 
the grounds of one of the many Bogota schools contacted, classes to start in February. 


Most of Hildur's time goes into operating "Hotel CLAM" on Carrera 9 No. 79-35, where 
it hae been our privilege to host all of you at some time or other, as well as 
numerous guests from abroad, including Sorenson, Dahlen and Halverson of the Minnea- 
polis office. She also managed the food and lodging for the Lutheran Literature 
‘Committee meetings held at San Mateo in Usaquen. 


In spite of an observable amount of stagnation in certain areas of our Colombia 
church life, we are encouraged and challenged by other signs of growth and develop- 
ment: Capable Colombian leadership coming up; the live Christian cell groups along 
the rivers visited; the multi-sided, grass-roots ministry of men like Oliverio Mora; 
the prospect of now launching this thrilling new concept of theological in-service 
training so ably planned and outlined by Mario Jacobson and others; a greater sense 
of dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit rather than on human structure, organi- 
zation and know-how. 


Brethren, we are glad to be back in your midst and determined to serve you and our 
“olombian brethren to the best of our limited ability, and to God's glory! 


Sogamoso, January, 1971 











January 22, 1971 


‘The Rev. Morris A. Sorenson, Jr. 
_ Division of World Missions, A.L.0. 
422 South 5th Street — 
Minneapolis, Minnesota ae 
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‘Dear "Bo": 


“Ho doubt we. all ahaa your “{nvitation to eubsit suggestions on. Golaay As 

-you' will know from Walt, our Association meeting came and went without time to 

‘discuss the matter. So it was decided that each of us should send in’ our individual 
“-gontributions. I am afraid that mine will contain nothing very illuminating and 

_ perhaps only things that have often been discussed by the Board. — Nevertheless, :1 
atin t the Polleving: for What ‘it may be worth. — Paice: 


- suaapeTT ons ON POLICY AND STRATEGY | ne 


ra Within. the: Tsaizenous Gmarch 


A. 


>. 


Be 


C. 


‘Buphasts on a “tent-making" ministry, developed by an in-service. training. 
vrogram for natural community leeders called by God. This is as new as St. 
Paul, ‘end I. have the uneasy feeling that if this etrategy had been followed 
from the beginning of our work in Colombia, we might have had a vigorous, self- 
supporting church now, However, it may not be too lete to start it now, — 
Obviously, there are some, hide-bound traditions to break. This is evident 

from the opposition to having our new extension program for theologicel training 
lead to ordination into the ministry. For years we heve realized that our 
‘congregations were too pastor-centered and too peator-dependent and that. there 
was:s great lack of a total minietry of a congregation, as the body of Christ, 
for ite own groxvth for sparking new groups into existence and growth. You ere 
acquainted with the seminary extension concept in Latin Americs, so I shall 

not enlarge on that. The plen was approved by the annual meeting of the ELC-CS, 
January 15-17, 1971. 


Foster wore "Power Cells". A decade ago, upon the request of the pastor of 
Redeemer Lutheran Church in Bozoté, I prepered e plan for developing Bible Study 
end Prayer Cells throughout the area of our churches, Other churches, especially 
the. Mennonites, used the material to good advantage. But our Lutheran churches 
heve been slor to develop such groupe. The Roman Catholic church in many areas 
is now experiencing: renewal through Bible Study groups led by laymen. 


Less expensive end more functional congregational centers. When the worshipping 
group grows and a congregation is organized, a special place of worship seems 


neceséary. Church buildings should be attractive but unelaborate and as in- 
expensive ae possible, and their accompanying facilities as functional and 
veregatile as possible. But, in the urban areas, you have construction standards, 
and architects! ambition to contend with. The result is often that simplicity 
is lost and the congregation ie saddled with expensive maintenance, not to say 

a white elephant in some cases. 


Stress should be on the human resources rather than on the physical plant. 


M.A. Sorenson, Jr. -2e- January 22, 1971 


“Churches should be open for a veriety of activit.es throughout the week. 
Protestant churches in Colombie are known to be "closed all the time". 
This has-ite explanation nertly in a persecution history. But that time 
is for the most in the past and it is time thet our Spirit-guided imagination 
discovers ways of serving the community with opvortunitics and activities 
through open doors throughout the week. 


a ee 


D. Cultivate good relations with Rosan Cetholic priests aad people. Never before 
haga there been such & God-given opportunity for fruitful dialogue as today in 


Colombia. ‘This time of ferment and renewal (confusion, on the part of some) 

may not last forever and should be utilized for a total Christian impact, 

without the denominational desire to proselite. Both conservative and progressive 
priests should be encouraged to stay within the ranxe of a changing structure 

to make their increasingly evangelical witness felt right where they are. 

The Holy Spirit has never, to my knowledge, egreed to wors uncer the auspices 

of the Lutheran Church! He is sovereign and is obviously, vigorously and 
powerfully at work with magnificent disregard of our tottering human structures 
and is building liis church in hucan lives where lie is permitted to fill them 
regardless of the labele they may carry. 


Certainly, the Gospel can more quickly and effectively reach the hearts of 
Latin America's two hundred millions of nominal Roman Getholics through Spirit- 
renewed witness through their own channels than by a (not alway# spiritual) 
cross=-denominationsl conversion process through the doors of ‘Lutheran churches 
or those of other Protestants. 


True Christian renewal and reform within the Roman Gstholic community (needed 
also in our own.church) may depend to a great extent unon a sincere, unselfish, 
non-proseliting effort in prayer and interpersonal sharing. The Roman Catholics 
heve gone farther in sowe areas than Protestants on the whole are willing to go. 
The English *Good News for Modern Man® now appears with the R.C. “Nihil abstat". 
And who can believe it? The next edition of its Spanish countervart by the 
United Bible Societies will eiso have the R.G green light for its readers. 


Il. Between Sending and feceiving Churches 


A. A sharing ministry. It seems thet there it still a justifiable need for 
sharing personnel enc money with the growing young church. Much wisdom, feith, 
empathy anc caring is needed in the haopy administration of this sharing. 
Perhans it is not possible to come uv with any sort of unified policy, but 
only flexible guide lines. 


1. when there is an open door tor urgent action in a given area, forces should 
be mobilized for the best strategy without too rigid regard es to whether 
they sre foreign or national. The more indigenous the thrust can be, the 
better. So, local sources should be hernessed first. Sut a policy principle 
shouid not be held so rigidly that opportunities ere lost which couia Lave 
been met through a more flexible course of action. 


2. When foreign personnel is needed for some specialized service, the request, 
obviously, should come well in advance from the receiving church go thet 
the candidate can be ceiled and trained (in the language) in due time for 
the assignment. 


53. Insofar es possible, foreign candidates should be nlaced in snecialized 
services where local talent has not been developed, with a view to training 
his national counterpart as soon a3 vossible. This would helo avoid the 
gans created by furloughs, resignations, retirements, etc. 


M.A. Sorenson, Jr. -3- January 22, 1971 


4, When feasible, the sending church should receive from the receiving 
church. (This, of course, is nothing new, for it has often been done 
when church leaders have been in North America for study and other 
reasons.) It is wholesome for the sending church to see the picture of 
its work abroad through the eyes of receiving church leaders: at con- 
ventions, rallies, special study groups, on pannels, etc. 


B. Sharing of material stewardship. There are times when financial help from 


abroad is of inestimable blessing in extending and building the church. But 
there is also the grave danger that such help under certain conditions will 
stifle the growth of the church and delay self-support. The difference is 
sometimes hard to predict. Leaders in the receiving church should, from the 
beginning, have the main responsibility in the administration of such funds. 
It is important that their dignity be respected and their independence be 
strengthened rather than weakened by such help. Here, also, the greatest 
investment should be in persons, and their training, rather than in things. 
Structures should be as mobile and flexible as possible, without going to 
the extreme of anarchy. 


Self-support has often been held up as one of the cardinal earmarks of a 
truly indigenous church. Important as it is, it must not overshadow the all- 
important function of the total church3 the proclamation of the Lordship of 
Christ in obedience to Matthew 28:18-20. Thia has been called "“self-propa- 
gation" along with self-government and self-support. All are good when the 
"self" (the church as an end in itself) is not substituted for the absolute 
Lordship of Christ. 


I know I am talking in generalities, but to enter into specific detail on 
the administration of shared funds requires much more space in describing 
cause and effect in a number of varying circumetances. 


Between Board and Missionaries 


A. The call. Would it not be advisable, especially in the case of younger 


graduates from seminary, that the candidate for service abroad have a few 
years of service at home before being accepted by the Board? Maturity in 
the ordained ministry, especially in an inter-cultural situation, is perhaps 
more essential than in any other form of ministry. 


B. Basic equipment. Would there not be considerable saving on the shioping 


of missionary equipment if a heavy item, so universally used, as a washing 
machine, be included in “basic furniture"? This premise is based on the 
assumption that a person responsible enough to be called is also responsible 
in treating mission equipment with at least as good care as his personal 
belongings. 


Sincerely, 


Arnfeld C. Morck 


cc ~ Harry Vibe 


REPORT TO CLMA ANNUAL MEETING 
(Personal and President's) 
Bogotdé, January 27-28, 1975 


SELITE, as you know, has continued to be my "full-time" assignment. Freed, a year 
ago, from being Secretary of Synod, I was asked to be the Synod's Evangelism 
Director. Two things, at the moment of this surprise election, kept me from 
refusing it. First, a feeling that it could be from God (I still believe some 
Church and Church Council decisions are). Second, I saw the possibility of 
combining this with extension teaching, and involving the students more directly 
in evangelism, You already know from reports to Synod on SELITE and Evangelism 
that this has been possible to some extent. See also, if you like, my story on 
TRE BY DUG-OUT,: 


Since Ray Rosales got back from his sabbatical late August, the pressure of 

work with Co-Extensidén and Aliste has been much lessened, even if I did just now 
work out the basics of a questionnaire for Co-Extensiém. It was most refreshing 

to teach Lutherans and Pentecostals together at the annual extension school 
encounter last March in Venezuela. Both grouvs seemed in equal need, and responded 
equally well to the subject matter I was asked to teach: "The holy Spirit and Us: 
His Work in the Individual and in the Church". I have been asked to do the same 

in Bolivia, along with practical homiletics. 


The "Gringo Group" (which we have been serving with a monthly commmion service, 
and a Bible study in between, since they approached us over a year and a half ago) 
has been more worship than work; more joy than job. ‘fe were hesitant to "take 

them on", but said we would if they meant business with Christ. They did, and we 
did, It has been a pleasure to see God at work in them, and He, through them, in 
others: Lives changed and enriched; some released and salvaged from destruction. 
We cannot speak as enthusiastically about various other people whom we think God 
has sent our way for a purpose. Some cases are most depressing. However, it seems 
that He has taken us at our word when we told Him we wanted to serve people, not 
just do things, as mentioned in last year's report. 


The combination of work and vacation in Cali, replacing the Wyses for 5 weeks, 
was very refreshing. 


Being translator for the Synod President continues to be one of the built-in 
extras, but considerably lightened now, thanks to having "literate" (in Spanish) 
officials in Minneapolis and Geneva. The Synod office has recently reciprocated 
very kindly in this relationshiv, since secretary Marta has, on occasion, typed up 
letters and materials for me. 


Again, thank you for good, warm and sincere fellowship in the Lord. 


-~Arnfeld C. Morck 


ASAMBLEA CEREBRAL DE La IGLESTA BVANGELICA LUTERANA-SINODO Ds COLOMBIA 
. PAZ DE ARIPORO ,CASANARE ,ENERO 21-25,19% 


SQ SSS 


NFORME DEL_D TOR DE " wy : 
Hermanos en Cristo: 


Con el presente informe coabinane trataré de lustrar algunes aspectos importantes 
“de nuestro esfusrzo en la promooién del evangeligmo y en la educacién teolégica, segin 
lo vemos al terminar el aio de 1975, Por lo que nos ha permitido lograr le damos gracias 
8 Dios y gloria a gu nombre por su fidelidad y Paciencia con monotret: 


I. Hablaremos primero de. la mocidn e t 

En primer lugar debo de denfesar que al ofrecimiento (Gas hice en el informe del 
recibf ni una sola invitacién, 

Por el lado” positivo, ainenbargo ; me fue iruy grate 1 ver * que la Asamblea (y el Cusr- 
po ministerial) acepté el plan de evanbelizacién que habiamos recomendado para el Rio 
Pauto, inclusive la autorizacién pastoral que se concedis a los evangelistas, alumnos 
de Selite en aquella regién, Seguimos recomendando la misma estrategla se ee 
por medio de grupos de oxtensién. 

‘Con la esperanza de, que. tal. plan podrfa encontrar su adaptacién a otros campos del 
Sfnodo pusimos en manos de todos los pastores, evangelistes y alumnos copias del Plan 
de Jorge Paeterson de Honduras r “sobre el particular. 

Iuego hicimos 10 mismo ” oon: el atractivo folleto de Duglas Smith de Bolivia 80~ 
bre como mobilizar todo el: cuerpo de Cristo para la evangelizacién. 

En tercer ‘lugar fue’ ‘enviado a todos los pastores y gyang angelistas una carta clrcu- 
lar llamandonos a ponernos de acuerdo en oray Sancsetecdanante por una renevacién en © 
nuestra iglésia y, por ‘ende, una évangelizacién espontdénea. De esta carta se circularon 
suficientes copias..para que cada familia pudiera tener una, y asi ayudar en la formacién 
de cadenas de oracién. er 

‘Todo esto, aunque no sea tanto, se ha hecho con dnimo de consientisarmn la ne~ 
cesidad de orar y luego ser impulsados por la oracién a obedecer al ‘Espfritu Santo en 


ser testigos de Jesucristo, ; to solo por ebrsescies sino ms que todo por amor a El y al 
prégimo. 


II. LA_EDUCACION OLOGIC! 'p RE $ 


es Alumnado y profesorado de Selites Han venido estudiando, durante el afio de 1975 
2] alumnos matriculados: : - oe 
-En El Cocuy , 8 
En Sogamoso an : ae 
En Bogoté | 2 
En Casanare 343 G 
Total Bo 


orks 


ca bE, 


Adends a aed a estudiar de. . eontrabando} (sin natricularse “pflotelnsntc hasta 
ahora) t ae SF Sa <i 


En Casanare (Rfo Pauto y Meta) ‘7 

En Bogoté 3. else)? 

isn ia eueemasele 1 : 
‘Total re 


a Tembidn 36 ha provisto ‘hateriales para 3 sélives y. eu a profesorg en Horechite: en las Cos~ 


tas del Rfo’ Casanare, Uno de ellos ests estudiando ya enel Hospital Santa Clara,en Bo- 


" gota. Los otros dos empezarén a “trabajar en febrero, 


En cuanto 4 profesores, han seguido ensefiando! Pastor Oliveri Mora, en el centro 
de El Cocuy, Victor Pavasars en Sogamoso; Benjamin Ojeda, en Paz de Ariporo; y el Direc- 
tor de-Selite en Bogoté y Bocas’ del Pauto, El Pastor G. Wilches le ha reenplazade a é8~ 
te.en-qu ausencia en Bogoté. ~ 


Progreso gn los. Estudios ; . 2 yb 


A 


Desde. a segundo semestre de 1971; cuando Selite anions sh sad eas alumnos han ren~ 
aido el siguiente progresos -Fsoe  y cge Bees Bo 


~ 1 he aprobado 8°: -haterias “Bl Cocuy; (continuacién) 
2han " 7 i 6. Noé Pérez 2 Materias 
ny ee 6 Ce ag fine : 7, Arturo Garcfa 4 2 
nfs eae on Je epee . 8. Vidal Mora Oi 
eae ne a 9, Leonidas Buitrago 6 '" 
20", SS hee ee Felix M. Blanco 2 a 
ne " bones 2 Ct te ore DL, José 0,: Torres 655°. 
cate 3 : 12, Ubaldo Mora 6 1 
My at " n (aed 2 Ponting: fan “+ 43, Victor Lizarazo 7 ie 
(8-H Cs pee 8 noo. oi l4. José Martinez 4 af 
i ee oe a Biya 15, Antonio Torres 6 : 
ee He Se OI the ea a: 16. Hilma B. de Buitra- — : 
; ae: 2, esd cthS tae ie BO 6" 
“Son ellos de 5 eéntios et ~ 17, Jestis Lizarazo 2 " 
- wt pel as sae Sg ws 18, Aracely Leal 2 . 
Bogotd : 19, Luis Torres ° - 2 
; 20, Natanael Lizarazo 5 u 
i. Fulvio Alvarez 2 ..Materias — 21. Guillermo Palencia 2 " 
2, Oskar Henao 6 a . . 
3. Luis E. Ramfrez 3 ” as emanel 
4, Carmen 0, Martinez ... 2 0 ogee oe. . ' 
“ 5, Urid Mendivelso ite hs on 1. José A, Ayala 8 Materias 
6. Alberto Rodrfguez 1 " 2. José F. Lépez 7 t 
7. Cecila de Rodriguez 1 " 3, Rafael Castellanos 2 " 
8, Dionila Tuay 4 " to, 4e Alvaro Leal... 2 id 
(Curso parte en Gasanare) 5. Julia de Diaz 4 " 
‘ ; Peg, '. 6, Rosa dé Cortéz'.. . 1 " 
Ga agenare 7, Marina de Botero _curgando is materia 
8. Helena Nifio ~ " 
> acters Camargo : Materias ; 
uan Saenz i ’ 
3. Ambrocio aL BG 6 " Tunie : yen e% 
D -” 1. Matilde de Suarez 2 Materias 
El ea to f. yPe5 2. Manuel Olivares 2 att 
a 1. German Arciniegas 6 Materias | 
t---b2. Jean H. Alvarado . 6 
3. Hernan Torres 5 " 
4. Pedro J. Garefa 2 " a ae ee 
5. Salomon Ussa 2 " 





| dt 
@ Notas Hay varios alumnos que. dejaron: una 6 dos materias sin completer o gin preeentar 
eu exénenes. Los indicados arriba son. _aprobados) 


a ez 


Las itateorias’ ‘cureadas hasta ahora sont 


1. Orlentacién . en los Eatudics Bfblicos. 
wy Re Bvangelizacion 
ta qa Iglesia y. Evangelismo ae 
ey n fee. LOB Hechos de Los Apéstoles a 
_ §. Crecimiento de la Iglesia 
6. Historia y ne del Antigua T TOSVaRenN® 
"7, San Marcos ; 
. 8. Hogar Cristiano: 


9. Romanos 
2. EL Eneventro General de Selite; 


Se llevd a cabo. en Sogamoso los dfas 7:al 12 de-julio con la partici paoién de 26 
* personas iiclityendo a los pastores y profesores, Del Instituto Teoldgico Juan de Frfas 
de Venezuela’ asistieron 4. El Profesor- Roberto Hoeferkamp del Seminario Augsburgo de 
© México ensefié sobre la "Misién y el Ministerio, en Anérica Latina} y el Prof, Mareos 
“Kempff de Juan de Fffas, en dindmica-de grupos. 
Cabe.decir que la colaboracidn de las dos Instituciones Eanes y Suan de Frfas)fue 
muy grata y.de mucho provecho., También estamos muy contentos. con, la colaboracién que 
ha venido prestando el Seminario Luterano Augsburgo a nuestro Bneventro los Ultimos 3 


afions' #1 Prof, Hoeferkam también dirigiés estudios para los pastores sobre el Evangelio 


ae San Juan y sobre la teolégia de pUreren re en la neonten Lge. hubo en mene los 
dias 3 y 14 de Julio. ein ig 


-* 3. Co-Extensicn, - -Aliste: 


En febrero(3-6) , el Lic. Benjamfn Ojeda nos répresento en la Soanten de UNICO y nos 
trajo un buen informe de la misma, recomendando’ especialmente el plan allf presentado 
por Jorge Pa itterson en cuanto a la evangelizacién por medio de cadenas de extensidn, 
Semin Benjamin recomendé, dicho plan fue circulado dentro del Sfnodo con la sueereeee 
de que se podria adaptar a situaciones nuestras” en ‘Colombia. ~* 

_ EN la ‘Gltima quincena de febrero yila primera ‘de marzo: el director ie Selite ensefio 
. en dos talleres en 1 Bolivia, uno en Coaba, « con alumnos Aimaras y otro en Apolo con Que~ 
& chuas. one 
(Hdgase ietergnnita gaat a 1a vida y la himnologfa de ‘da ‘Welesia: Boltviana) . 
El director de Béelite sigue sirviendo como presidente ‘dé Co -Extensisn y como tal asis- 
tio” a la’ “Feuntéa amal de este “ooindté, realizada en Gusnes, Ecuador a ‘times de Jue 
: " Como ‘Uds. éaben, Co-Bictensin: y* ‘Semla estén Planeando | ‘una Consulta: internacional 
sobre educaciéi’ ‘teoldgica, ‘a llevdrge a cabo en Colombia durante 163: dfas 21~25 ‘de'Ju- 
nio de 1976. Esta es la razén por la encuesta giie se ha’ ‘venide ‘levantando en las cén- 
gregaciones. | 


spre 


-Aliste. sigue ofreciendo el .curso de. especializacién en la ensefianza por, extensidn y la. 
@ preparacién de materiales autodidécticos, Por tres afios eucesivas, Co-Extengién ha o- 
frecido becas a candidatos de nuestro Sinodo. Pero desafortunadamente no se han visto 
en condiciones de aceptarlas, Aliste estdé proyectando el mensionado curso para tres 
distintas partes de América Latina en 1977, Ojald entonces, nuestra iglesia podrd a- 
provechar con al menos uno o dos candidatos,pues entendemos que uno de los cursos mes 
de realizarse en Colombia si asf lo solicitamos. e.. . 
El Pastor Hernando Lara y el suscrito representaron al. Sinodo en el Seminario sobre 
teologia contempordnea que hubo en Medellin los dfas 11 al. 14 de Diciembre. Sobre el 
particular se ha entregado al Presidente del Sfnodo un Poca ciae grabado y en parte es~ 
crito. 


he Pu licacién de Materiales: Con derechos de autor en Colombia Selite ha publicado 
la versién espafiola del importante folleto de Larry Christenson, intitulado 'Y del 
Bautismo Qué?" creemos que hasta ahora a gozado de mayor circulacién en el exterior 
que: en Colombia, a Pesar de creecetse aqui a un precio ‘poco ‘mds wemenes del mero cos~ 

__ bo, de la inpresign. _ | 

_ Recomendado por Co-txtetiién ‘Para ‘publicacién en 1975 fue el libro programado por 
el Lic. ‘Alfonso Corzo C.. y ‘Arnfeld C. Morck para estudios ‘sobre los Hechos de los Apos= 
tolee., Pero debido ‘ar’ poco ‘Tendimiento® ‘que hhemos~podido dar a la revisién, esta. ‘segun- 
da gdicion de la obra aparecerd empresa apenas en'el presente aifio. Dios mediante. Ce- 
mo se sabe, la primera edicién ‘fue sacada en nimesgrafo. oa 
Ha salido en(mimedgrafo)un excelente manial ‘programado, de dntrodicotéin a las Episto- 
las de San Pablo, traducido del Portugues por el Prof. Rodolfo Blank de Juan de Frias, 
Venezuela. Merece estudio no sélo por valfmnos -de extensién sino también por Pastores 
“y otros interesados en los escritos ‘paulinos. El Prof..Blank piensa. sacar también una 
introduccién a los demds libros del Nuevo Testamento. Esto para'mencionar sélo unas de 
las publicaciones proyectadas por Co-Extensién. | | 


ce oe 
ise | 


5. Agradecimientos:  Seélite agradece profundamente los servicios prestados tan gentil 

“y éficazmente por elLic. ‘Alfonso Corzo en su:calidad de Secretario-Administrador..de 

‘Selite, cargo que ha desempefiado desde ponerse: en marcha Selite ea-1971. {Mil erpeee 

“Hermano ,Alfonso! Ee ; ‘ Bee 

Para llevar la contabilidad de Selite Dios:nos ha: provisto con otra persona de 

preparacién especial.' Es'1a‘sefiora Mary de Seger a quien agradecemos sus servicios vo- 
~~ luntarios. La Sra. Mary” prepararé el informe financiero correspondiente. al. aio .1975. 

Selite agradece también a la Sra.. Martha de Esguerra secretaria del Presidente del Si- 

& nodo, los trabajos otasionales gentilmente hechos, sin otra remuneracién: que dos ser- 
ao: vicios dé traduceién y:-redaccién que hemos podido prestar:al S{nodo. , ; 

” Agradecemos ‘también -a ‘los Pastores y congregaciones que han: prestado su buen. apoyo al 
“programa de Selite y que han dado sus ofrendas para su sostén, recordandonos : en el 
"Dia de Selite"celebrado en 61 Dia de Pentesostés.. Muchas gracias ! Esperamos. que para 
el preente afio Dios llamé a més alumnos decididos y consagradosi para el estudio teold- 
' gico. Creo’ que més que todo, compete a las congregaciories nismas.descubrir tales: per- 

‘sonas idéneds y animarlas para que estudien. 








® : nee 

: 
A veces no reconocen sus propias dones de liderazgo. Manos a la obra, hermanos, para 
el extendimiento de la iglesia y para la gloria de Dios! 


Atentamente, 
Arnfeld C. Morck 


P.D, De Paz de Ariporo nos llega a Yltima hora este informo - 
Las siguientes personas han cursado 2 materias (Oricntacién en los Estudios 6 


w Se eg a a ee ee Pe Re ee 
Iglesia y Evangclismo): Claudio Tarachc, Rita Tarache dc Villalba, Luis Nifio, 
Domingo Pércz. Estdén cursardo actualmentc Oricntacién cn los Estudios: Donaciano 


Kurcho, Orlando Ccly y Valcrio Pérez. 


INFORME DE TESORERIA AL 31 de DIC./75 


CONCEPTO INGRESOS EGRESOS 
Saldo en el Banco a 31 de Dic. 1974 $11,985.51 
Ofrendas y Donaciones: 
del Canadé $4,141.80 
de Cali 216.50 
de Sogamoso 500 .00 
de El Redentor 600,00 
@ de un amigo 1.877 .80 
ti " tt 80 225 
| 39, 082.35 9,082.35 
Subsidio Sfnodo 10,000.00 
Venta de materiales ' 2,870.45 
Servicio de Mimedédgrafo 1, 406.60 
Reembolso de Préstamo al Rv. Lara 836 .00 
TOTAL INGRESOS 35, 237.91 
Matcriales, utiles y tcxtos 99, 541.80 
Correspondencia, portes y Mimedgrafo 940.17 
Viajes y Vidticos (Directiva y Profcsores) 5,046 .00 
Retiros y Encucntros 8,837.00 
Otros Gastos (Chcqucs, chequcra, varios) 904.50 
- TOTAL EGRESOS $25, 269.47 
Saldo cn cl Banco al 31 Dic. de 1975 , 92 968. 44 
TOTAL BGRESOS MAS SaLDO $45, 237.91 


Mary J. Scger, Tcsorcra 





4 LAS IGLESIAS LUTERANS QUE TRABAJAH EH Ai‘ ERICA LATINA 


-_——— 


Yo, PAUSANIAS WILCHES Fi, ciudadano colombiano, nacido el dta 2 de Junto 
de 1922 ( 56 aiios cumplidos), pastor de la Iglesia Evangélica Luterana- 
Stnodo de Colombia y en la cual he realizado un ministerto de mds de 30 
afios, en cumplimiento a disposiciones legales de las leyes laborales ge 
Colombia, se me ha pedido , por parte de mi iglesia, mi retiro a partir 
del 31 de Diciembre de 1978; por lo cual ojfrezco mis servicios a las - 
Iglesias Luteranas que trabajan en América Latina, si es que alguna de 
ellas estd interesada y considera que la exnertencia lograda durante es— 
tos aos, puede servir al ninisterio de alguna de ellas. 


Cursé estudios teolégicos en el Seminario Concordia de Villa Ballester, 
Buenos Atres, Argentina (perteneciente al Sinodo de Kisurt), durante los 
afios 51,528, y 53. Antes de viajar a Argentina, habia cursado dos aitos 
y medio de estudios en el Instituto Biblico de mi propia iglesia. 


& A mi regreso del Seminario, servi ca el pastorado de la Iglesia de Fl - 


Redentor en Bogotd, desde nero ce 1954 al 31 Ge Diciembre de 1963, o sec 
por un lapso de diez afios. | 
En el aiio de 1964 ensc&é cn el Instituto Biblico de mi iglesia y en el 


afio de 1965 fui trasladado a Sogamoso donde enseié en la seccidén secun- 
daria @en el Colegio gue.la iglesia tiene en esa ciudad, Esta responsa-— 
bilidad la ejerct ios afios 1965 a 1968 inclusive; habiende aceptado a la 
bes: en febrero de:196?7 el pastorado de. la Iglesia ce £1. Consolador de la 
misma ctudad, cargo que ejerct hasta el ato de.1968, in este aio, an 
Asamblea.de mi tglesia fui eclgido al cargo de presidente del. Stnodo, car~ 
go que desempaiié por tres pertodos consccutivos, hasta Enero de 1977, 
Conjunto con este cargo, ejerct el pastorado ce la Eglesia San Lucas, de 
Ciudad panei cogs cesde el aiio de 1971 a Enero ce 1976, | 


Otros cargos deseupeiados dentro de mi iglesia a partir ce 1954 fueron: 
Secretario del Consejo Sinddico, Vice-presidente cel stnodo. En mi cardc- 
ter de tal y por ausencia del titular, ejercé la presidencia desce Julio 
de 1960 a Julio de 1961. Tesorerc del stnoéo, aios 1965~- 1967 inclusive. 
Presidente cel Consejo General Gel Seminariec Luterana Augsdurgo de Héjtco 
y por un pertoco ce cuatro aiios, cargo cel cual fui relevado el 3 de Har 
#o cde 1978, Vice=presidente y Tesorero de la CO#FEDERSCION DE IGLESIAS 
EVANGELICAS DE COLOZBIA (CHDEC), hasta agoste Gel presente aiio (1978). 


s ox 


@ Otras responsabilicadces en mi iglesia, maestro en escuelas primarias, 
donde inicié wi ministerio,evangelista, sromotcr Ge una campafia ce Na- 
yordomta, repreeenté a mi iglesia en reuniones internacicnales, ya ce 
la Iglesia Luterana dmericana o de la Feceracién Luterana iundial y mi 
Ultimo pastorado, nuevamente en la Iglesia ce £1 Consolacor ce Sogamoso, 
desde Enero de 1978 a Dicieabre 31 Cel wisno aio, fecha en la cual se 
me ha nedido retirarne Cel ministeric active ce la iglesia; quedaado 
ast libre para aceptar, si juere el caso, Ilaranientc al ministerio de 
otras iglesias lutcranas que trabajen, ya en Colombia o en otros paises 
de América Latina, si es que la experiencia acquiridca durante estos aitos 
puede servir a alguna Ce ellas. 


Para quienes tengan intere S45 en esta conunicacidn, me permito agregar, 
gue mi familia la ccustituye el matrizonio y dos hjas solteras, las cu- 
ales ya han teriainaco sus estucics universitarics, habiendo la una gra~- 
duado como Enfernera y la otra como Trabajadcra Social. 


@ Quienes guicran constatar esta injormacién y los motivos de mi retiro, 
pueden hacerlo con las directivas de wi iglesia, Revdo, Gerardo Filicnes, 
Apdo. déreo 51538 Bogotd 2, Colombia. 

Los pastores trnjeld C. “orck, Box 1242, Camrose ilberta, Canadd y Ha- 
rold L. Olson, 1720 9%. Lampenteur 4v. Apartanent 2L St. faul, Hinn. 


65113, misioneros que fueron por largos aiios en Colombia, 


Prof. Leonardo Stahlke, Director cel Seminario Lutecrano Augsburgo, Apdo. 
Postal 20-416, iéjico 20,D.F. 


Revdo. John C. Westby, Secretario para 4mérica Latina ce la ALC. 
422 South Street, Hinneapolis, ijinn. 55415, #&U. 


Dr. Luciano Jaramillo, presidente ce la Confeceracién Ge Iglesias Lvan- 
gélicas Ce Colombia,Cecec, Apdo. Aéreo 173, Cali, Colombia. 


Toda correspondencia, a partir ce Febrero ce 1879, puede ser enviada a 
nombre Gel suscrito a: Cra. 41 C #: 10-60 Sur, Bogoté D.E. Tel.2-37~-83- 
i? . 


© Sogamoso, Diciembre ce 1278 
we => 
Eiko tied af eee 
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© ver Semple 


Los Unos 








Los Otros 


PUBLICACION DE LAIGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA SINGDO DE COLOMBIA Y C.C.C.C. N°2 


De izqulerda. a derecha aparecen Jorge: Corzo, Ramén Rufz, Gonzalo Delgaditio, Armento Pitieros, Gerardo 
Wilches y Roy Seger. Una vista de la reunién entre miembros de la ALC y 1EL—SC, celebrada en el Hotel Bacaté, 


& SALUDO DE NAVIDAD DEL PRESIDENTE DEL En la Navidad Dios demostré que 
SINDDO A LOS MIEMBROS DE LAS CONGREGACIONES El realmente queria reconciliar al 
DE LA IEL-SC ’ mundo y fue coneste fin que su Hi- 


Estamos para finalizar el afio de 
1978 ylas grandes ciudades se vis- 
ten de gala navidefia; empiezan a 
sentirse los c&anticos de villanci- 
cos, alegria preludio de navidad. 
Todo esto ocurre en el mundo se- 
cular. 


Laiglesia se prepara para dar prin 
cipio al nuevo Afio Eclesidstico. 
Hemos iniciado el adviento, que pa- 
ra el Pueblo de Dios quiere decir 
"Preparacién". Pero es una pre- 
paraci6n para establecer una me- 
jor relaci6n con Dios, quiennos da 
en la Navidad. Allf, Dios en su 
amor se ha humanado para darco- 
mienzo al camino de la reconcilia- 
cién, con el propdsito de ‘que el 
hombre, en suintegridad e indivi- 
dualidad, reciba el regalode Dios ; 
su Hijo Cristo Jesus. 


IEA SRSA ITE Ri OE SAPS E NSE TTRSEA i RIDS 


jo nacio entre nosotros. Millares 
de personas desde entonces, hanca 
minado los mismos senderos que 
El anduvo. 


Su natividad no ocurrié en Jerusa- 
lén, la ciudad Capital deI Pafs. Su 
lugar de nacimiento no fue un pa- 
lacio. Desde el principio hasta el 
final, su humildad caracterizd su 
vida, porque nacid en una desco - 
nocida aldea llamada Belén y mu- 
rid en el Gélgota, en las afueras 
de la Ciudad. 


Porque sucedidasi? Para que nin- 
gun hombre sea excluido de lo que 
Dios ha hecho y hace hoy. Desde 
la primera Navidad ya no estamos 
solos. Elhijode Dios nacié,vivio 
entre nosotros, vino a nuestro en- 
cuentro y por este hecho Dios nos 
ha regenerado comohombres de va 
lor, hombres de Dios. Llegando 
enna 











- News direct to you from the 
. DIVISION OF, .WORLD MISSIONS 








a *Morek Gane. Soanteh book 


calng nia wabeiey dike was msc  Sboak” ‘i 
written by: Pastor Arnfeld-C.'Morck. The manuscript for <: 


the ‘book,*:written in Spanish, has just been completed 


. aftertwo ‘years:of intensive work. Mrs. Hildur Morck is 


credited with “correct ‘spelling and punctuation, as well as 
the patient typing and retyping of the manuscript in final 
form for publication”. 

In the prologue, Pastor. Morck’ says: “With all glory to 
' God, this self-teaching work is dedicated to my Hispanic 
extension students, and to my colleagues who are teaching 
theology by..extension. -These pages.are an expansion of 
material -taught in TEE workshops in Venezuela and 
Bolivia. ‘It..has. grown like leavened dough as we have 
delved deeper into the dynamic’ concepts: of the third 
article of the Apostles’ Creed.” 


The book is designed as: self-teaching text on.the Holy. - 


Spirit and’ “‘His- work, based om the third article of the 
Apostles’ Creed. It is written for’ use in the‘ extension 
program of the Latin American churches, and grows out of 


Pastor and Mrs.:Morck's long years of experience in the’ 
Theological ° Education ~ by’ “Extension (TEE) program, |” 
Interest has already been expressed in having this book - 


translated into English for use in our own Church. . 
- Pastor and Mrs. Morck have_ ‘served for over thirty 


‘years as missionaries to Colombia. They went out under - 


“CELMOSA” (Colombia: Evangelical Lutheran Mission of 
South America) and were part -of the . Evangelical 
Lutheran Church - Colombia Synod following , its formation 
in 1958. Their work mas varied from parish mpinisiry 4 to 


22 — The Shepherd © 


saa 1419 





founding and teaching ina 


years, Theological Education by” Extension. The ‘Morcks - 
returned to Canada in 1977 for health. reasons, ‘and reside - 
in Camrose. Because of their. qualifications. ‘inthe Spanish - 
language as well as in. teaching, ‘the ‘Colombian ‘Church 
asked ‘them to continue ‘serving the Church: by’ writing 
study’ materials for its Extension Rie ary nike b have now 





“All ‘these | pars materials will: be utilized snp “the 
Spanish-speaking churches of Latin'America, as ‘well as by 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church - . Colombia Synod. ~ 

~ Exciting Edge readers. Tejoice | with’ the’ = Sati kn 









SAMPLE f (S pages Say, [99 


ESTATUTOS DE LA IGLESEA EWANGELICA 


LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA 


KR EKK KEK KEK KKK KKK KRKEKKEKEKE 


PREAMBULO 


EN EL NOMBRE del Dios Trino: Padre, Hijo y Espiritu Santo, fuente suprema de toda 
inspiracién y autoridad, nosotros los pastores y delegados de las Congregaciones lute- 
ranas de Colombia, decretamos los siguientes ESTATUTOS. 


ARTICULO 1. DEL NOMBRE 


El nombre de esta IGLESIA seré: IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERA 
NA DE COLOMBIA y que en estos Estatutos se Hlamard LA IGLESIA. 


ARTICULO 2. DEL DOMICILIO 


LA IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA tendrdé - - 
como domicilio la Ciudad de Bogoté, D.E. y su radio de accién seré la Republica de 
Colombia. 


ARTICULO 3. NATURALEZA 


LA IGLESIA es una Entidad de derecho privado, Cristiana y Evan- 
gélica, sin énimo de lucro y sin utilidades pecuniarias para ninguno de sus miembros 
y persigue exclusivamente fines religiosos, educativos y de bienestar social, asi como 
también fomenta, facilita y apoya materialmente a personas naturales o entidades que 
se ocupen en los fines expresados y sin dnimo de lucro, en la Reptblica de Colombia. 


ARTICULO 4. DURACION 
LA IGLESIA funcionard por tiempo indefinido. 


ARTICULO 5. DE LA DOCTRINA 


a. LAIGLESIA recibe y acepta las Escrituras Candnicas del Anti- 
guo y Nuevo Testamento como La Palabra Revelada de Dios; por lo tanto es el Unico 
criterio infalible de fé y vida. 


sAmtlE (3 pages 


ACTA DE LA REUNION ORDINARIA DEL CONSEJO DE LA 
IGLESIA EVANGELICA LUTERANA DE COLOMBIA 


Bogoté, D.E. Julio 18 y 19 de 1981 


MIEMBROS PRESENTES : 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Ing. 


Sr. 


Lic. 
Rev. 
Lic. 
Sta. 
Sta. 


Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


GERARDO WILCHES C., Presidente 
HERNANDO LARA R., Vice-presidente 
JOSE AYALA N., Secreicrio 
EFRAIN TORRES, Tesorero 
ALFONSO CORZO C., Fiscal 
BENJAMIN OJEDA G., Vocal 
PEDRO NUNEZ C., Vocal 
HELENA NINO , Vocal 

YANETH BECERRA, Vocal 

JOSE LACHE , Vocal 

VIDAL MORA , Vocal 

ELIECER RODRIGUEZ, Vocal! 


DESARROLLO : 


IV. 


DEVOCIONALES 


Las devocionales fueron dirigidas por los Pastores Gerardo Wilches y Benjamin Ojeda. 


. PROYECTO DE AGENDA 


E! Proyecto de Agenda fue aprobado tal como fue presentado por el Presidente, Pastor 


Gerardo Wilches. 
LECTURA Y APROBACION DE ACTAS : Consejo y Mesa Directiva. 


Se dié lectura al Acta de la reunién anterior del Consejo y las Actas de la Mesa Direc- 
tiva de fechas Marzo 14 y Junio 6 de 1981. Fueron aprobadas. 


LECTURA DE CORRESPONDENCIA: 
Fue leido el siguiente resumen de correspondencia : 


1. De La Iglesia “* SAN PABLO **: Solicitando la ubicacién del Rev. FELIPE 
ANDERSON como Pastor ce medio tiempo de esa Congregacién. 


2. Del Pastor ARISTARCO SILVA: Asuntos relacionados con su posible ubicacién. 


